
o a $ s of 1 1) r 
D a it fc i r 0 



Colley Cibber 


V m I ii m t I * 


W r i t t c « b y Himself 


t f I « I • 4 h f 

I Ii i* C * r «» 1 » r r K o c i <• t v 

London 



CONTENTS 


c*H4f*rt« i, 

IK# - T** *«brt MM * mnm 

tjfawt ft? 1W «• tfc*w - 

”, * A . 1 *♦»*«**»«* «i**# llalllwjr.Tlw Uw mn) 

£r 7 *"» : v,*** <w 

***• ~ *<*«§**»*, »« il*| f*Mfcw|*ji , 


mm 


» 


ctiArrfttt ii. 

M * T1mm W **w» ** ittamtt Mm MmMy 11 »V| - fto« Mm 
Uim, Mm Imm -Th* A«*ik«*» Mm, m'iMmI 
AlMMM wttfc ttWoffMM* - . Ttw t4 Mmtit 

ST* •“W** **4 . WM1 

STuh!^.^" »***» *•» AMlnf — SuMaw 

|lf tttNMtf «g*to*t IIUtMuPir . 


CNAfm III. 

far Ow OtrnA, *fc# CM, 
ff* »to* Am? — l«M| I *» **»» tlafamit? — , it«t jit* 
ktmdmkm m Atm M Tto»* m» 

u ‘*‘ ” - 4 4 ’ * *- I m •« 5 -. ,-H, 

*M*m WMh§ «* fa* fa* Mi»«~ Ms# Nagtea «f ff«r 
• - ft» «#•#• fMwrtt in as ti*» ti»* r*». 

Mm! <# M A*tot - Tkm Mmtmtmm md 

Mvmmtm «f ti . ... ... 

* * * * * # 



vl 


CONTENTS 

chapter iv. 




A Short View oJ ' Cmjwny Uniwl. 

to If Set of English Actor* Vet Known 
Composea tn Characters . * * 


The Theatrical 
Year 1690, 
Auditors . 


CHATTER V* 

Jontltm’d-A Few Words to irlttoi 


CHAPTER VI. 

The Author’s First 

lutron m Their « ^ % mm „Th. Author* 
License to Ac in .Uu 1 ^ ^ „ vm 

Distress n B^g rha ug „ „ ta 8ooc~- 

-Reduc’d to Write a I « ! * . Aaton _ SoM upon 
More Remarks upon Ihtatrlu ■ ^ # , ^ 

Himself ****** 

CHAPTER VII. 

State of the Stage Contten^-- ^ 

/ilks’s Commencing Actor— Mis Sn 
ring to Hie Theatrical Talent -Actors More « I* 
from Their Private Character# . ■ * * 


CHAPTER VIII. 


, Patentee of Drury Uoe WRw 

ils Particular Management l h* A«»W * « >< >;; 

Write Play* — Why —The tktf Pmmak »*-« * 

sored by J. Collier, In Hi* V f* J ?Lik 

T* i to* . Good Effect the Mntda -A tin t.* -. 



CONTENTS 


PAGE 

from That Time, Cautious in His Licensing New Plays 
— A Complaint against Him — His Authority Founded 
upon Custom Only — The Late Law for Fixing That 
Authority in a Proper Person, Considered . * * 3 2 3 


CHAPTER IX. 

A Small Apology for Writing On — The Different State of 
the Two Companies — Wilks Invited Over from Dublin 
— Estcourt, from the Same Stage, the Winter Follow- 
ing— Mrs. Oldfield’s First Admission to the Theatre 
Royal — Her Character — The Great Theatre in the 
Hay-Market Built for Betterton’s Company — It An- 
swers Not Their Expectation — Some Observations 
upon It — A Theatrical State Secret . • • ♦ 3^° 




LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 


J?AGK 

<£ Master Colley ! then forfeit him ” Frontispiece 


Colley Cibber . 85 

Caius Cibber 113 

Mrs. Bracegirdle as “The Indian Queen ” . 230 
William Bullock . . . . , . .254 
Covent Garden, Interior . , . .341 




INTRODUCTION 

Colley Cibber’s famous Autobiography has al- 
ways been recognised as one of the most delight- 
ful books of its class ; but to students of theatrical 
history, the charm of its author’s ingenuous frank- 
ness has been unable altogether to overweigh the 
inaccuracy and vagueness of his treatment of mat- 
ters of fact. To remove this cause of complaint 
is the principal object of the present edition. But 
correcting errors is only one of an editor's duties, 
and by no means the most difficult. More exact- 
ing, and almost equally important, are the illustra- 
tion of the circumstances surrounding the author, 
the elucidation of his references to current events, 
and the comparison of his statements and theories 
with those of judicious contemporaries. In all 
these particulars I have interpreted my duty in 
the widest sense, and have aimed at giving, as far 
as in me lies, an exhaustive commentary on the 
“ Apology." 

I am fortunate in being able to claim that my 
work contains much information which has never 
before been made public. A careful investigation 

vii 



viii "INTRODUCTION 

of the MSS. in the British Museum, and of the 
records of the Lord Chamberlain’s Office (to 
which my access was greatly facilitated by the 
kindness of Mr. Edward F. S. Pigott, the licenser 
of plays), has enabled me to give the . exact dates 
of many transactions which were previously un- 
certain, and to give references to documents of 
great importance in stage history, whose very ex- 
istence was before unknown. How important my 
new matter is, may be estimated by comparing the 
facts given in my note's regarding the intricate 
transactions of the years 1707 to 1721, with any 
previous history of the same period. Among 
other sources of information, I may mention the 
Cibber Collections in the Forster Library at South 
Kensington, to which my attention was drawn by 
the kindness of the courteous keeper, Mr. R. F. 
Sketchley ; and I have also, of course, devoted 
much time to contemporary newspapers. 

In order to illustrate the “ Apology/’ two tracts 
of the utmost rarity, the “Historia Histrionica ” 
and Anthony Aston’s ".Brief Supplement " to 
Cibber’s “Lives of the Actors,” are reprinted in 
this edition. The “Historia Histrionica” was 
written, all authorities agree, by James Wright, 
barrister-at-law, whose “History and Antiquities 
of the County of Rutland ” is quoted by Cibber in 
his first chapter (vol. i. p. 65). The historical value 
of this pamphlet is very great, because it contains 
the only formal account in existence of the gener- 
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ation of actors who preceded Betterton, and be- 
cause it gives many curious and interesting 
particulars regarding the theatres and plays, as 
well as the actors, before and during the Civil 
Wars. As Cibber begins his account of the stage 
(see chap, iv.) at the Restoration, there is a pecu- 
liar propriety in prefacing it by Wright's work ; a 
fact which has already been recognised, for the 
publisher of the third edition (1750) of the “ Apol- 
ogy” appended to it “ A Dialogue on Old Plays 
and Old Players,” which is simply a reprint of the 
“ Historia Histrionica ” under another title, and 
without the curious preface. 

Following the “ Historia Histrionica ” will be 
found a copy of the patent granted to Sir William 
Davenant, one of the most important documents 
in English stage history. A similar grant was 
made to Thomas Killigrew, as is noted on page 
145 of this volume. 

These documents form a natural introduction to 
Cibber’s history of the stage and of his own 
career, which commences, as has been said, at the 
Restoration, and ends, somewhat abruptly, with 
his retirement from the regular exercise of his 
profession in 1733. To complete, the record of 
Cibber s life, I have added a supplementary chap- 
ter to the “Apology,” in which I have also noted 
briefly the chief incidents of theatrical history up 
to the time of his death. In this, too, I have told 
with some degree of minuteness the story of his 
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famous quarrel with Pope ; and to this chapter I 
have appended a list of Cibber’s dramatic produc- 
tions, and a bibliography of works by, or relating 
to him. 

Anthony Aston’s '' Brief Supplement to Colley 
Cibber, Esq. ; His Lives of the Late Famous 
Actors and Actresses,” of which a reprint is given 
with this edition, is almost, if not quite, the rarest 
of theatrical books. Isaac Reed, says Genest, 
“ wrote his name in his copy of Aston’s little book, 
with the date of 1769; he says: 'This pamphlet 
contains several circumstances concerning the per- 
formers of the last century, which are nowhere 
else to be found; it seems never to have been 
published.’ He adds: 'Easter Monday, 1795 — 
though I have now possessed this pamphlet 
twenty-six years, it is remarkable that I never have 
seen another copy of it.’ ” Of Aston himself, 
little is known. According to his own account he 
came on the stage about 1700, and we know that 
he was a noted stroller ; but as to when he was 
born, or when he died, there is no information. 
He is supposed, and probably with justice, to be 
the " trusty Anthony, who has so often adorned both 
the theatres in England and Ireland,” mentioned 
inEstcourt’s advertisement of his opening of the 
Bumper Tavern, in the Spectator of 28th and 
29th December, 1711 ; and he was, no doubt, a 
well-known character among actors and theatre- 
goers. He would thus be well qualified for his 
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undertaking as biographer of the actors of his 
time ; and, indeed, his work bears every mark of 
being the production of a writer thoroughly well 
acquainted with his subject. This valuable pam- 
phlet has been, until now, practically a sealed book 
to theatrical students. 

The “Apology” of Cibber has gone through 
six editions. I have reprinted the text of the 
second, because it was certainly revised by the 
author, and many corrections made. But I have 
carefully compared my text with that of the first 
edition, and, wherever the correction is more than 
merely verbal, I have indicated the fact in a note 
(e. g. vol. i. p. 129). The only edition which has 
been annotated is that published in 1822, under 
the editorship of Edmund Bellchambers. Whether 
the notes were written by the editor or by Jacob 
Henry Burn, who annotated Dickens’s “ Grimaldi,” 
is a point which I have raised in my “ Bibliograph- 
ical Account of English Theatrical Literature” 
(P- 373 )- I have been unable to obtain any au- 
thentic information on the subject, so give Burn’s 
claim for what it is worth. The statement as 
to the latter’s authorship was made in his own 
handwriting on the back of the title-page of a 
copy of the book, sold by a well-known book- 
seller some years ago. It was in the following 
terms : 

“ In 1 82 1, while residing at No. 28 Maiden Lane, Covent 
Garden, the elder Oxberry, who frequently called in as he 
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passed, found me one day adding notes in MS. to Cibber’s 
4 Apology.’ Taking it up, he said he should like to reprint 
it ; he wanted something to employ the spare time of his 
hands, and proffered to buy my copy, thus annotated. I 
think it was two pounds I said he should have it for ; this 
sum he instandy paid, and the notes throughout are mine, 
not Bellchambers’s, who having seen it through the press 
or corrected the proofs whilst printing, added his name as 
the editor. — J. H. Bur^;” 

Whether Bum or Bellchambers be the author, 
the notes, I find, afe by no means faultlessly ac- 
curate. I have made little use of them, except 
that the biographies, which are rby far the most 
valuable of the annotations, are reprinted at the 
end of my second volume. Even in these, it will 
be seen, I have corrected many blunders. Some 
of the memoirs I have condensed slightly, and as 
the biographies of Booth, Dogget, and Wilks 
wer% in all essential points merely a repetition of 
Cibber’s narrative, I have riot reprinted them. In 
all cases where I have made any use of Bell- 
chambers’s edition, or hdve had a reference sug- 
gested to me by it, I have carefully acknowledged 
my indebtedness. 

Among the works of contemporary writers 
which I have quoted, either in illustration, in crit- 
icism, or in contradiction of Cibber, it will be 
noticed that I make large drafts upon the anony- 
mous pamphlet entitled “ The Laureat : or the 
Right *§idfe^ of s Colley Cibber, Esq.” (1740). I 
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have done this because it furnishes the keenest 
criticism upon Cibber’s statements, and gives, in 
an undeniably clever style, the views of Cibber’s 
enemies upon himself and his works. I am unable 
even to guess who was the author of this work, 
but he must have been a man well acquainted with 
theatrical matters. 

Another pamphlet from which I quote, “The 
Egotist : or Colley upon Cibber” (1743), is inter- 
esting as being, I think without doubt, the work 
of Cibber himself, although not acknowledged by 
him. 

Many of the works which I quote in my notes 
have gone through only one edition, and my 
quotations from these are easily traced ; but, for 
the convenience of those who may wish to follow 
up any of my references to books which have been 
more than once issued, I may mention that in the 
case of Davies’s “Dramatic Miscellanies” I have 
referred thoughout to the edition of 1785; that 
Dr. Birkbeck Hill’s magnificent edition of Boswell’s 
“Life of Johnson ” is that which I have quoted; 
and that the references to Nichols’s reprint of 
Steele’s “Theatre,” the “Anti-Theatre,” etc., are 
to the scarce and valuable edition in two volumes 
duodecimo, 1791. My quotations from the Tatler 
have been made from a set of the original folio num- 
bers, which I am fortunate enough to possess ; and I 
have made my extracts from the “ Roscius An- 
glicanus from Mr. Joseph Knight’s beautiful fac- 
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simile edition. The index, which will he found as 
the end of the second volume, has teen the object 
of my special attention, and I have ajxtred no pains 
to make it clear and exhaustive. 

Robert W. Lowe. 
London, September , 1888. 



HISTORIA HISTRIONICA 

AN HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE 

ENGLISH STAGE 

Shewing the ancient Use, Improvement and Perfection 
of Dramatick Representations in this nation 
in a Dialogue of Plays and Players 
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A DIALOGUE OF PLAYS AND 
PLAYERS 


Lovewit, Truman. 

Lovew. Honest old cavalier ! well met, 'faith 
I’m glad to see thee. 

Trum. Have a care what you call me. Old 
is a word of disgrace among the ladies ; to be 
honest is to be poor, and foolish (as some think), 
and cavalier is a word as much out of fashion as 
any of ’em. 

Lovew. The more’s the pity : but what said 
the Fortune-teller in Ben. Johnson’s mask of 
u Gypsies,” to the then lord privy seal, — 

“ Honest and old ! 

In those the good part of a fortune is told.” 

Trum. Ben. Johnson? How dare you name 
Ben. Johnson in these times? When we have 
such a crowd of poets of a quite different genius ; 
the least of which thinks himself as well able to 
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namr% over again*! the js»rt» thr> a* fed, they 
have done ttittre the Hrstaur.il hut And !?»»* one 
tnighl have guest at the aetimt »>f the men. by 
the part* which we m«w read ktt the okl plays, 

I min. it tM not the ruiititme anti ttmite «>f 
th»*e day*. » it hath been since Vet m<mr few 
old play* there are that have flic ttamc ft %-ei 
»«»** ttw imn% m ** The iJuictirt* of Matty." 
Iiii? I Beilin? ; ** I lir Hmmm /" ** 'the 

|Jr#ci % if$n I'* 4 v» nit iff? ; M I lie \\ ii«t I •**»*<? 1 . Iv-ivr ” 
fill f lie? llbi'k Iiirrii * - 9 "* | hr \Vcv|<it«i|t / *’* ** The 
H rncjjailo ; M ** Thr Vm Mm4 **f thr Wml ; 
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coi.il; % t-mniu 


an*t S* •* Kmj; jMw an*! Ma* 

tlhl* " (ill I Hr < «*> k\ U , ilf|4 #l if, SL»tn! » |,r »£iicf * 
(a! Salwtmfy I mirO 

l.ovriv. I hr*c a*e Imi! lew imlccst |tui |*t 
#§t* tfrhat mallet |*»H% uh y*m fef9%c9ttt*cf the c44 
lib* Illicit men U* *tcf* to J«hu*fcais, &hAhcftj>c*ic 
a i \% I 1 ic 1 1 lie i ' t j4i y 1 1 

l»t’« What 1 ctli fit fifticfif wcillrrl 1*11 tell 
ymi * fwhtij a* I twe Hcsml, mm a 

much better §»ei l lun |»Uy<f9^ Unit Hem* 
miflglk »fi4 «lbe*i nl ffac «$4rf we** «lcml 

beJoftt I knew llir lamn, but to ttt) time, brfoftt 
itir t4»wtn i#wvt Ct 44 t* »tih mtchty *§*■ 

j4a %**«?, Vm»}awc, nn«J 

in ih# ** AU by mill * McUuctWb to ftu "Slaur* 
Trugi^ly/’* »«l at the %mw time Amyous 
j4^rl by Stephen Hattimcftmt (mhm mm nf fiitl 
m mml 9«*«fr*! *juf hrattiafut utunM but 

alien* 4*4 lie Mi&t *rt|h «*jitAl gran* jtnl 

# % mmg barer** | aari) « Taytet ictf4 if Amici in* 

fc»t«t|«MAbi) well* f#gt% Tff4t/»il to I be "!u)ci»t 
Wtuueii,** ami Face in tbs w Akbymfal i** iterati* 

%m% %mml hi | 4 $y t JfhcJk*, ami tli&tMuil 

W# c«mffv)un» , *m% Sba**!^ nHi «#4 lt» net 

Sir In •* fV SfswnluiS t^ly ** Them mwm 
ml ihtt ItlMk frtvr* lh«m ml |tfffib§*tl 1^4# §1 
III# tmkp% mmw* %\%%m% Muhmd II** pf, fmm 
mx, W 4 k*fti Mlm 4 m 4 lift! *i*«m*i *1*1 

i cemdhMi Of tit# t#i#t | 

took tut!# Mite . 
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Lovttw. Were there m< many companies ? 

Tm***. Before the warn, there were in being 
ail these play-house* at the same time, 'The 
Hlati trier*, anti Globe on the Jlonkside, a Winter 
***** Summer II ‘ ,UW * hrli.tigiug t.* the same com. 
(ciny. called the King's Kciv»u|»; the CWkpu or 
in Druiy Line, tailed the (Jure*.’* Scr- 
, the private house in S.ur,t«u* j nmrt, called 
the I 'rime’s Servant# ; the Knit tine near White- 
i r»»» street, ami the lied Hull at the , s ,,,,ei n*»S of 
St, John'* street. The two taut were mostly f, c . 
queuted by citterns, ami the meaner sort «{ (mi. 
I*fe, All these companies got money, and liv'd 
»» reputation, especially those of the I Mack frier a, 
who were men of grave anti sober behaviour. 

I.41VKW. Which | ad in tic M : that the town, 
ttwch lew than at present, could then maintain 
five companies, and yet now two can hardly 
subsist. 

. Tmum. Do not wonder, bat consider, that tho* 
the town m» then, perhaps, not touch more than 
hM m DIHilou* m mm, yet then the price* were 
small (there Mug no scenes) and better order 
kept among the company that cum ; which made 
very good people think a play an Innocent diver- 
«*on for an kite hour or two, the play® themselves 
being then, for the »«t jwrt, nm instructive 
ami moral. Whereas of late the |4ay houses are 
m extreandy jwtered with vixard raa*k* m4 thetr 
tiarle (ocoudoning continual quarrels ami abuses) 
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Itig Saiplwe ^ u ' ** mr Um€ - m * a ) M *• “ i n$*ml 
1% he «lu« iMh lh<* n k I !hr I nvg ig€n % % 
Mohun Wd* a t am *iie* fW * at a »•> rir 

cwlc4 tine., *ci %c4 m Kapler*. *Hnr hr tv« ?««««( 

| M y Iia 4 ftia)*?f I. liUri n** A mUiriii! t*< h*«*e 

miilci v m 1 l 1 ** l%on» in f*Mm* gU»|»ct* » 

fcgimcnt* lint I tt»* c**rnct In the %*mc ti**^ &tu\ 
StuUCMjl fjij^flCt /Ukfl, *4 |hf I 

*•#£ # mijof, AO*l «)M49lCf Hi I H 

font 1 bv« not hear*! *4 mr «f ill mm |dUjrtt» 
til nfi| note that M*ktl «nh the »**&€? i«ii 

only Stranetoti, »**i t f r jaMe*! him*r£f 4 i*ff*i»* 
let Uli* look iljp the tr*lc t?4 a genretfcf, nf%4 In tf 
in AMetniHntiyr>« Within the feffttorjr of I'ftthef 
t alifilj' The te»l 1 1! he# I»#f <* #t§« it 1! «lf w n 

for their king When the ton **te «***-t, *twl 
III# tinyitiiii <«4ufi}r wW»l #4 rm nr hii 
iff? Self ahvr 4^1 Hrf 4 f« I «***} I*m * mt* 

iutettce riiflfn%wif'VJ to their *44 ita*)** §®#i 

vniely- They m*t« op tne <«ai»|«Mi)r mft *4 *11 
the nattier 4 fumtini %4 **#**), mnl m thr *** 
iff before the king** ttwhlnr* tli#» they 
In act eum* |4*y* with m mm% tael tom amt gift- 
vary mi m*«M t*\ et the tocki* ?br> 
ttfldttMttrh'd b*f three #f fern# 4*y* # hat #t few4, *§ 
ttt#f «ff* jffWifii Ife# Itagmljp «f tht ■* liiwlf 
Bmtim ** < hi Htefeh «rie«l Aalmry* Taylet 

Mi4l% fht 1 f%ni #in$ | iktel 

ll^f Ott#^ i pft| iM I mwp« ite 

hi^f! umiptfi *m tit #1 «lt §4i|. 
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and carried 'em away in their habits, not admit- 
ting them to shift, to Hatton-house, then a prison, 
where having detain'd them some time, they plun- 
der'd them of their cloths and let 'em loose again. 
Afterwards in Oliver's time, they used to act pri- 
vately, three or four miles, or more, out of town, 
now here, now there, sometimes in noblemen's 
houses, in particular Holland-house at Kensing- 
ton, where the nobility and gentry who met (but 
in no great numbers) used to make a sum for 
them, each giving a broad peice, or the like. And 
Alexander Goffe, the woman actor at Black-friers 
(who had made himself known to persons of qual- 
ity), used to be the Jackal, and give notice of 
time and place. At Christmass, and Bartlemew- 
fair, they used to bribe the officer who commanded 
the guard at Whitehall, and were thereupon con- 
nived at to act for a few days, at the Red Bull ; 
but were sometimes notwithstanding disturb'd by 
soldiers. Some pickt up a little money by pub- 
lishing the copies of plays never before printed, 
but kept up in manuscript. For instance, in the 
year 1652, Beaumont and Fletcher's “Wild Goose 
Chace" was printed in folio, for the public use of 
all the ingenious (as the title-page says) and pri- 
vate benefit of John Lowin and Joseph Tayler, 
servants to his late Majesty, and by them dedi- 
cated to the honour'd few lovers of dramatick 
poesy: wherein they modestly intimate their 
wants. And that with sufficient cause ; for what- 
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rvn ifiry weic t*cl ic the !hr% *cr<\ tile#, 

fcnlll^ri! 1*» 4 wvcsnj! 4 a * n4iU -n ! min in hi* 
l;il^f *tay* kef! am mo ifhc 1 Ihfrc §1 

Jiirnftofbl ^tirir hr ! rni t.41 i!M lie **» tit 
,u1«r <4 eminent m*tc in I her fcigft t»l K ft me* 

I hr Inta! i, *i»4 In* j^nrtly *•*% m gtmi m hi* * 4 * 
IbyJri 4yc4 *3 Kuhtt»**Hl ami *ra* lh«ftv Uiftctl 
I'nitant, wins tivtcst *togk. ami Haul # comjivftnftt 
c»Uf<?, re! irmi l« Mite t dbt ton* he tv**l in lb* 
C«i$fllf)% J§fi4 there «nmk*| hi* life fVtfcto* «m| 

Sumner* «f the kejri Vkqgvthry nt 

Cfcriusttwd. ami wic- ilwc t***K*! SHw ml! 
fly^tl mm# yvai* bdM* ibe Me-namraftot* What 
fiil}t»YI after* t ticrJ mrt %t-U |fm* y<nj csn «Mi| 
remember 

Lnvr.it W*. after lit# tfintaura 

lifilh the Kiln; * *nf<*i #1 I He 

Hod I lull |«*t ^rtfic nmc, ami then nmewett i« 

H iirW‘b«ill |4ay ttow# iff Wf#*At«el 4 by CUte 
nurke! There they ruiittft«i*vl for a ftmt m tm\ 
ami i ben tmumm i io tfe* Ttanler Itayai to tliiif f* 
kilt* where ihry Ami made we «4 mbhh 

hast Iwti a link fctttart tattwliiiml m«*i the j*«gk 

\uk afag* hf hm %VM$m *« II* HA## 

tftl Ttumtm m laitcttMt 1 * inn M4% fern Mmnm4% 
wtf wmli im|***«i ^tili iHt #4 mmm 

m^m% I if lit, IfctttfftM it fit# It** TtaMar 

in t» it* pm mpmw ml cm* 

itotil clsip #4 lit TM» mA tafilrtl 

iWr poAl hIm i wk» Wwi - I tom 
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been Inform'd (by one of 'em) that for Bcveral 
years next after the Restauratkm, every whole 
sharer in Mr. Halt's company g*»t jCi.ooo per 
an. A limit the saute time that scenes first enter'd 
upon the stage ;*l London, women were taught to 
act their own parts; since when, we have seen 
at both house* several cm client actresse*, justly 
famed as well for toatsty as perfect g««nf action. 
Ami some play* (m particular "The J*,u son's 
Wedding “} have licen presented all by women, as 
formerly all by men. Thus it touiimicd lot a!«»ul 
jo year s, when Mr. Hart and some of the *44 
men began to grow weary, and were minded t«» 
leave off; then the two rumjwmci thought fit t<» 
unite ; but of late, you see, they have thought it 
n<« less fit to divide again, though both eom§*,inie» 
keep the same name « t in* Majesty's servants. 
All this while the play-house musick improved 
yearly, and is now arrived to greater perfection 
than ever f knew it. Yet lor ail these advan- 
tage*, the reputation of the stage, and people's 
affection to it, arc much decay'd, Some were 
lately severe against it, ami would hardly allow 
stage play* fit to to longer permitted. Haw you 
seen Mr. Collier*# book f 
Thom Yea, ami hk oppoaer'a. 

L«v«w, And »*h*t think you t 
Tutm in my mind Mr Collier's reflections 
are jmrrttnent. and true in the main ; the took 
ingerdoualy writ and well intended but he ha* 
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"WllW htfmwrlf tit n-tiK juju c* , ami hi* fC*|MUtit}< 

«*?*, j«ci S uj**, rn m*« M) afire 1».4» litclinr* tn« 
in*? hi engxgit >m caber **k\ lm> *«ihc* mt4mc 
I* , * lr,r 9 < »*'»«» frUtmg 1 .) I He *1 r,;r vmhuh I 
ihm'k i*. !»•** *j«}«*frnl .i, let Its* *lm*« h* »« forme*!, 
4inl ).<••? i hv u»4r. lot Itutl unt), alwiiuhtl 

I A 4» 41) «»«l *4) »tt£, » H<?« } *»*» i» Hi*), 

I thull iwt »di#i ihr<*4j*h lift t*«SS#pf - * > | 

«i?y tow It 4 Utile m l*.I «» thir« get**#*! 

*** *hkh 1 l Hti» It Hr may Ur Wbl He 

M U«* *’•«? «* <*«• f*Mt»«i»wr aim) 

*4 the I hi«* h, ***«*• i« m« s« | w 4i*ws!*4 zg&k-M 
ihr Iwalkfl J*U) », -* hu h *ci# * «.-is , f r*ti£fc«i* 
with thr-fti, to fW hom**? *4 i‘9tv% IWi, 
i,t *«*»* thrii (»W <H it test iShwft 1*4*1 *,««** * 
IsttJr »IO» mt then *t*gr». » ajf-r-jii* $4*m tmottfh 
«.«♦* jx-tir* i» ,\«4 )J, C«U** 

hi »*t **•,(, |>. (())» t»* t»| I i*| |4 aj* 

nrtr htim.ghi «n »j|%»u the „4 to 

|*a* slj the g*mh Xm th#) fatUkl 

f hifettan* t*» I* j » <■#<*•,* »t tm ft m-m *Jmmi 

tSK *f !V# *ftW *>* \hp 

imm*i *!•« «Wik «f**! 4h»* **% in tw miaMfy *4 
I hftftjiwttfy, MtUth the I ft«r< t* «hm ijsi*tJ#f m%me t 
**iss«t <cwNim»*l «*«! wfwm «gg 

#• liwf *R**tti*f% tte*t *4 m*4ft 

m4 liiswisfig till#* U 
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call'd to the stake, or thrown !«• wild beast**. 
They communicated daily, and expected death 
hourly ; their thoughts were intent upon the next 
world, they abstain'd almost wholly from all 
diversions and pleasures (though lawfull and in 
nmeut) in this. Afterwards, when |ierxccutiot< 
ceased and the Church tlounsht, Christians, being 
then freed from their former terrors, allow'd them- 
selves, at proper times, the lawful! recreations of 
conversation, and among other (no doubt i this of 
ahewes and representations. After this time, the 
censure* of the Church indeed might be contin- 
ue!, or revived, upon occasion, against play* and 
player* ; tho* fin my opinion) if cannot lie under* 
generally, but only against such players who 
were of vicious and Hcencious lives, and rq»rc* 
*®ntod profane subjects, inennsistant with the 
moral* and probity of manners requisite to Chris- 
thins ; and frequented chiefly by such loose and 
debaucht people, m were much more apt to cor- 
rupt than divert those who associated with them, 
I say, I cannot think the canon* and censure# of 
fhe Father* am be spplyed to all player*, fmimm 
player* ; far if m bow could play» be continued 
Mtwmg the Christians, m they were, of divine 
subjects, ami Scriptural stories? A late French 
author, speaking of the original of the Hotel de 
Sourgngne fa play-house in Peris). says that the 
sneient duke* uf that name gave it !** the lfr**thrr» 
hood at the Passion, established in the Church of 
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wm of matter from the creation of the world ; 
whereat was present moat part of the nobility and 
gentry of Midland, Sir William Dtigdale, in his 
" Antiquities ,,f Warwickshire,** p, u( h speaking 
«»[ the («r.n fm-is t»»r Franciscans) at Coventry, 
**?*• l,c(, " r !hr «‘«ppres»i»n nf the monasteries, 
this city was very famous for the pageants that 
were play'll therein upon Corpus-Christi Day; 
whkh being acini with mighty state 

ami reverence by she Umn of this In .use, had 
theatres for the several scene* very large and 
high, plac d ti|»n wheels, and drawn to all the 
eminent fwli of the city, for the better advantage 
of thr spectators ; and contain'd the story of the 
New Testament, composed in old English rhime 
An ancient manuscript of the same U now to In,* 
»rrn in the Cottonian Ubrary, Stih Kffig Vc»|»t, 
U 8, Since the Reformation, in Queen Kliaa 
bells * titite, plays were frequently acted by quit* 
i tiers and singing boys ; and several of <tui old 
comedies have printed in the titlc-jugc, *• Acted 
by the Children of IW» M (not the school, hut 
I he church), others, ** % the Children of Her 
Majesty's Ch*pp*l; M it* particular, " Cinthta* 
lierd*," and the ** Eoetaster " were play’d In 
them, who weir at that time famous for good 
M ,, ” H Among Men Johnson's Epigram* y*«j 
m »Y hftil " An Ejstaph on S I* (Sal P.ny j, ,»j«- 
*** the t hddirn .»! Queen Ehrabclh's Cluppcl, ' 
|Wl of which 1 us* » tint* : 
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»* Yuan hr ** 

\VHei» I air* **'*•*. 

V»i *ht*e ftir«l ttwlUii* Hi h»*\ Imm 
Tii# , 

Ami *U4 m% l»lw* m*m *t ««»•«% 

I il4 mm* 44%, 

it« t f ***# ItwiWilM k*» <**•» 

fit pUjrMl » troljr ** 

Some *4 the*** chappci W*y*» ’•hen fHrjf g»<-« 
fttrtt* boom*® actor* at the Iliac k Into . to* h 
Nathan Kaikl mil J *Hn Cmlefwwt t «*« 

*>»«% »Hat wet* play* mul jOaywi a» 

thews are indwfel m ?b« mwm tm*um »< the 
count ti» mul Fathcva, Nit •»*?» only •hwi m« 
within the » hara* let *»‘«« h tie 

t«|4a, cM«l % Mf CoSJiet, |* * 7 * . *m . " * 

inlatooo* j4jy bnuw , a |4 acc *4 ctmifmlictlon i<* 
the tUttinvw aint ««4wkrty *4 nthgwu* » * j*l**<? 
haiad by God, am) ttawntwl by «»* *»cirtt " 

(nr «jrt* I haw m grati an abbomnc* m *nf 
man, 

t »«¥*>.« Can yon fl««aa *4 what ant^utty 
»4 re2tjjv*w* matte**** *>n lb* 
bath been in Fnglsiiwi I 

Turn, Mm* h»ng hetoff th* C'*^**«t I fc**«* 
mi, IttM tbit it wa* *»*n4 »» I*ou4m« »** 

% y* 1 # Stamm*, m »mb»* mho **«**» »« 
tba taty* *4 Kw# IS«m#y tb# ba****! fib ****** » 
mt fan* l*»« 

!§##§ mmkk> Hob#* h*b«( 
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t tones miraculnrum, quae sancli confcssore* npcratt 
aunt, seu representational passionum quibus claruit 
constant!* Martyrum.” Of this, the manuscript 
which I lately mention'd, in the Cottonian Library, 
is a notable instance, Sir William Dugdale rite* 
this manuscript, by the title <*i ** Ludu* Coven* 
trim ; “ but in the jointed catalogue «*f that library, 
p. 1 1 3 , it is named thus; ’* A Collection of Tiny* 
in old Knglidi Metre. h,r. Itninwia saris in ijui- 
bus cxhibcitlur hist or he Vclcris 9t X. Test ament i« 
intruductis quasi in seenaro |wr*wi» ilbr memo 
rati*, qua* neciim mvimti culloquentc# pro tngrnio 
fingit {recta, Vklentur nli«» coram {mpuln, «ve ad 
instruemium sivc ad placcmtum, a fratrtbu* mendi- 
cant ibus rcpra?sentata,“ It appear* by the latter 
end of the prologue* that these {day* or inter 
hides were not wily play'd at Coventry, but in 
other town* and placet upon occasion. Amt {*»»• 
sihly this may lie the name play which Stow tell* 
us was play'd in the reign of King Henry IV, 
which lasted for right day* The t»**k seem* 
by the character and language to be at least three 
hundred year* old, ft begins with a general pro- 
logue, giving the argument* of forty pageant* «»r 
gesticulations (which were as so many several acts 
«»r scenes) representing alt the histories *4 both 
Testaments, from the Creation, to the rhmwmg 
of St Mathias to lx* an Apostle. The »(nw» 
of the New Testament ate mote bugrly espirst , 
vu., The Annunciation, Nativity. Visitation ; but 
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la M»ert#an #<** )« ts#®*#, «*> m| i%^ 

1% t|* ■'Hi *4 fmAtk, I fome *«»% , 

14 * >>**«* I *nm** *•;>«» <w» « i4i| ti 
We » **» »« ft* w» ,# *, ***** t* 0* M 
I W* **4> * #**4 »*, f«4*Mt4 *<*■# «|m| , 
gu ** M #«#. j* gsttu^i, m mm ,' * »**, 


* ***** 4 ***^ ***!»*, > f Hrisdt 4> 

*** ***• ## 


■ ' '* *»•* «*< 1»* wMi 

** ^ ^»* ^mm h 
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In Pariiyi ©owe forth with mt 
In biysat for to dwdlo* 

Th« faruta erf foil that it yowr foci 

lit ahull fo wmjipyil amt wounrfyn In wool 

Fro wo in wdth now ahull ye go, 

With myrth rner mor to mdfe* 

Ad$m, I thank the Lord of thy grate grace 
Thai turn in fofgbien my grei tresifijiCf* 

Now ahull we dwdlyn in hlyantu! part*” etc. 

The turf ru cite or {Mgcstiil, wlifoli rcprcmmt* 
the Day of Judgment* begin* thin: 

$**#ft*t All men iirt'if, 

Vmii0 *$*f Anw* 

For now t§ ml the High Jwitic#, 

And hath **ftigtiyd flit day of tfome; 

Kepe yon redly ly In thin gretf aenyatf* 

Ilcitft grat mod Modi* aft and emu* 

A ti«l of yowr mfimwor you now addict 
What you dial »ay mkm that yow com,* f ife 

These, ant! such lake, were the play* which in 
former «ge* ware presentee! pubUekly : whether 
they hat! any settled and constant hmiM-s ter that 
purpoM, *ta» not appear ; I suppose m.4, Out it 
ii notorious that in former time* there was hardly 
ever any solemn reception of princes, or noble 
fwrfwms. hut pageants (that is, stages erected in 
the open street) were part of the entertainment. 
On winch there were speeches by one or more 
pet Mins, in the nature of scenes ; and be wire one 
of the »|<c4kcis must lie »*.»me saint of the same 
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M 

natfie with ihr i-* m$um% %hm htmmi* |i 

illlrntlriS !*\* tftMame, their i» ah am tent mat* 
t»*« rijif M % nrnU% t cal! «J llw *M H*| t,jprf 
%t linr in it %rl «|«mn ill & Wfjr J*if titular itiatiurt 
tin jMs flir wile *4 

11 f,. **h*» tame l« Iwrcfilty <*ml | think, with 
he*. h ci lotting wi* t’ftiKc iiii«#i%!| on liner 
»l !b« fc%allalte$ *4 I he IIMf 0 *wmi>* )| If 6 
f!4$^| Maflf MX4 1 wet* m**!#? 

fist lief vtlciifii# 4 mil *4 til whh H. I «Hji0 
toil two m ibitv. in the «WI fingtMt, *« it it 
r«iitW , 

* N«hi *4 M*£«m4# 4 

IMf**** m»i 

I Kfc*v i 4»n#i§ fu* m%% ##« Mm 

i •ttof'i&im jfM h^flwNwi >vn#4*>f mrm wimm, 
t’*# li# »ti «*f *1# *M jum l^ffttf f#»f f M 
AM M •$ gunfe I tow* pt# 

t;$pd 

f**#*Ml ft*#* > SrfAgl *ta*t IP? h#ty llnMfJl Iff (*» 

©• fill right IfttftMf | fiM fU* flfcqf ** • 

w /*4# tiilf K4 *nM fewMiM Kin# Wmmhm 

I* Vaegfaftf * 

Mff p*««r (4**19 t Ml f»*l* !% mm m 

fttwM MtfetfM ^4 MMUOft 

| Wsaf I if# % ff 1 **„$ 

flhl Mnib g| pi# «m Ifcii , 

Iffllit 

« v; C« i$-,* 

Vi* a ' A* %**(+, S$r' f 4* | i 
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** Si* Maqgarft* Most naubui prince* cif wymcn carthle. 
Him© liwi’irtif* ii m thdfa royrtb of thl* Empyre, 

Y« be hertety welcome to ihh €y!«* 

To ihe pleture of your hlghneiMt I wyll m,% my cfeityrt ; 
llci ill wiiiirt and grnflenraiuB tJciili me require, 

Stlli we lie !**fh of one name, w shew you kindness* 3 
Wtserefwe by tny power ye shall have no dUfreftM. 

M I shall pray *« she Lrlm.t that Ii emUese 
To wH'mir y*»u with ‘not** of Ids high grart; 

ISr will lie ft my girt* turn this is douhtleiuNr, 

¥m I wrought all my life th*i his will ware. 

Therefore, Laity* when you It* in any tired full cw ( 

Call on mm Isihlly, thereof I pray ytnt. 

And trust In me fcythfuliy, I will »l« that may pay you.'* 

In the next reign (m aj»|»oirs in tire same lw**k» 
t<», 33 1 ) another (Since haiward, son of King 
Edward the 4, came to Coventry on the 38 of 
April, 14 K, 4 (1474% and was entertain'd with 
many pageant* and speeches, among which I ahall 
observe only two ; one was of St. Edward again, 
who was then wade to »j«k thus ; 

« N«#bS# Prim* Edward, my Courts ami my Knight, 

And wry Primal «f oar Um com y« dimwit, 

J Saint Edward Mm fwwwrf for your fate# imfwfisi 
Might, 

Whvrmt he wa« sacltwfad bf fuB furious Intent 
Um»t this your Chamber m urines fti sscrthmt 
V* W right wekomt Tb«*dt*d l**> t tM of ho 
for that that was our* t# now In your fabn bonds " 

The other »|»ccch w»» (torn Si. George; and 
thus with the tan 4 : 


* * >14 I % i j|Ui| n 


« ■ Mm .fc, « —•,* ,, fh . * 

- ft ' ! * * <* * « -* .«■*« *i ** 

* "V ‘ * i! * s ' ’ ‘ *«'*«* *••»** «*•* f #M- , 

", **”"* f,,< * "*"‘ ,,t ® **•»***»* »««# i* *'>uf 

r , *! * • ,! , ** 1 " **«**•*. *-< *»’ «*•***. *««*•' 

*”*• *t’* r * i * I* ** ® 

” “ ' «■ ”•> * “*t «■» »SJ mit-tmti («Wi«»ii. 

*M* Mm .,^4 S, m s £(,** >« ,i„*„ 

f .«*»*« *k, »i to ^ 1 ^, HW-II. .*v,*to 4 
t, *& titfofetj Ittgto MMOty* J«# ^t») 

•i*Kl ** »*<• Matfiks® ibtfattmfgA «|, *.»»» 

l*» *Ji» «'*<« *?««*> rt,.* 1*1*4,..^ 

** I«H m. „ ;« ^ * wrf * w . 

*" m * w * pm**** Ibcw RMiim 

*'**$ mmh a * !*'*>«»* **•< I imtif put* |> * ¥ ,| 

!W «*»*.«# ,* ,tw i4 A 

mv hH im%tm m4 |($ 
? r '7* l ‘ m ‘** ,l4 ,W ^ «**»# muhmt, Ua 

*4 rn diitof m «*| mttmmi* m ii» »*», 

J*fe<'4 i IttKMV **«f kmt k§ («*iU f>#»?Mf*»* fa fonOiL 

1 ® ! ** Ah ** »**» mk»MW, tmrn Mh 

''*'?'»* ,h *» *» Ml *«**»«*»# a,,*, 

1 • w * ,w 
,f lrf# ^ ^ A Umh |%%# *4 

*t lrt ;?^ f 1 14,11 «*»# «**rn t 4m mm 9 

" *» u, « ■••**• *• *» '•><*««< «• «*» 
" r . , 'i •””'•*»'• * *•• *> 

lU^TZ * *S?' * ** ^ «» -I K.^ 

** to lfct ^ m 
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ay 

1501. Her postage through Loudon was very 
magnificent, as t have read it described in an old 
MH. chronicle of that time. The pageant* and 
speeches were many ! the jrcwfins represented 
St, Catherine, St, Hrstrla, a Senator, Noblesse, 
Virtue, an Angel, King Alphonse, Job, IWivliit*, 
eti, , among others one » thus described: 


" VV hr# lilts S|Kfh w*» ended, *h# hrltl 011 tier way lytt 
•hr rim utiiti the .Standard in { hr|t*r, when® was fmlrynrd 
the dill* I ’attend Wiwlf like an hevytt, theryn syinng a fur 
*•'"*«* fejMeaenttn* the fader u( hevyn, hep.# »« firnsot 
trf Cold, and t*ennyi»g twffor t»fc» imm *ii Candy *!•« id 
»*• *>i*«dy»B in vti Candyblyfcb of tksld, the *4 id penurc 
"•* twy»*« «ntdrwn*d wyth aundry Hyrurdiic* wit Angcli*. 
ami tytlinc in • Cop* of m«d Heir cloth **< TytMi. gat- 
ntnhyd wylh Moon and pette i« mn»| aumptuott* wy**, 
foragaln which a*td I’agcnd upon tlw «o«nh *yd« of ilw 
•tret* stood at that tym®, in a how* wheryn that tym* 
dwellyd William r«etfrey IniipiUthw, th® king, the 
wtf Lady the Mingy* mmkt, my \,tm\ mi Osywfhwd, wlih 
«4i»r othlr Lordy * ami Lady#, and Perya <>( rho Realm, 
wyth alto rertayn AmlMaMdo** »*f f iance lardy mm turn 
ill# fnraefi King 4 ami *0 paouyng the said fuMatf*, ryihrr 
to other dm* *nd eoovmyeM Kabul* **1 Cam 
imanca, m» none m hp gtmm mm approaebtd onto the sayd 
the tadyr began hi* gptdk m : 

" /Am® mmmm I www, m, 

thgmmmgm Attkmti MtAm mtrm mtkml. 

” 1 am btfynyna and tnd#, «h*r mjjp mh mmtm 
Wf *ylt«, and lor my aytf#, loit mm m«p*c tally 
Uoiii male and f»«»#f#, »*4® dtp myw* m ly-fwr*. 


% 



il 


« * h 1 1 * i * i until 


Wlmm ! 4 ? * tf*# %v>^? 

A+*A iftll *»i j‘i- « » 4 ^ jm » 

1 4 *! *»•* *&*£ «*«*>$?* i -m m$ i% %n # * *«*» ^ 

I ig^fkl ***i! *.^* f .,,!| t«J I^| III# ii(i:| i *** |8 tl< 

*" ^ r ‘ ***** *»* *■ ft*n* 3 iwn *&«■*! **« f «a*«i.t 

**? Ml^***!** **4 mmm$ <»«*, * | 4 **» 

%rw^ yw| 4 lifc,« 4 | 5 t }H 4 

4 ttfewijrft ftlbf-Kli %kfm ftg •&#* imm 
lil 4% IjrgM «f ttjftfe, *{#&»■* t%w m%mm $#*4 
,|^#| « 4 #: •« w # 4»' 1 '4 w«*m| i# 

1 V|A lit* rn^^mm $fm «4 

* **y 

l||ii | ksm : »i4# fv* §p- **$*# *•« 

|,^ my iHif-ftfi i«» j# am***-#, m 4 f«wm iM»44t * 4Mb|rffi 

f w *• «*M* ftwMI 4# I* fft#« # 

*M lt&#4 ft# ft*** 4% 4*« « 

|^n« m§ §r 4 my I #w«%f 

** **** *»»* «!*• itffcj* 

* ***** **♦* f* km **f f*wr«w *®4 m % «*} ; 

Aiil lift* I fit# fW &* 4 ®#fMi ttfa** | 

<*••* «)> M« Mb *4 gf***, « (Mgi 

iii#^ f 4 lit tn*f 4 *** lull * 

I »»## mimmmm mw§ $$m$m I *M> imimw ##J 
% \ **** •***&*» toarnpm I *tf ft* * ^4 

I# to**** Wft> y«N» ®&s| )«*g* tgml * 

*’ wt#w •omU he %mmnm$ twtmwUf* m 

|W«l#«r t*» iW ikif^#«t Jegff# 

f «»!*, Mn 4mM mri t fm mm I * mt mm 

• l#»* *«•» twf «*« ♦# m«,«^ 

to Mtfn, ton wtttPt iwM^ «» *4*f mmg* 
m tlm bm mm t m4 ite M» mm ifewgtw « 
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noble entertainment for the greatest king in 
Europe (such I esteem King H. 7 at that time), 
ami proper for that day of mighty joy ami tri- 
umph, Anti I must farther observe out of the 
Lord bacon's history of If, 7 that the chief man 
who had the can* of that day's proceeding* was 
Bishop Fox, a grave cottmelor fur war or peace, 
ami also u good surveyor *4 works, ami a good 
master <4 ccrimunies, and it seems he approv'd 
it, The said lord Bacon tell® u» farther, that 
whtwoever had those toy* m courpiling, they were 
not altogether pedant ini! . 

Utvttw. These thing* however arc far from that 
which wc understand by the name of a play, 

Thom. It may be mi but these were the 
play* of those time*. Afterwards, in the reign >4 
K. if, 8 , both she subject and form of these 
play* began to after, and have since varied more 
and more. ! have by me, a thing called *• A 
Merry Flay between the i’vdoner am! the Frere, 
the Curate and Neybour Pratt e." Printed the $ 
of April, t Jilt which was 34 51 8 fa few year* 
before the dissolution of monasteries). The de- 
sign of this play wm to reditu te friers and par. 
doners. Of which I'll give you a taste. To begin 
it, the fryer enter* with the*© word* t 

" ibm» kk *■ ft m lioSy Trfmfiw 
VttmfUG nit ihm mm hwm 
Ufft® ft fw will 

Tli-f Cmum mhf I mn tmm hfilm* 



4 * ♦ i * 


j« 


%'» 4' v +u* m ? «*<!*»»-§ 

|’M | CWM* tw# fe# **ftft*»* «**» 4^jf^ 

I ««M» **•< ***&*» $** <***« «km» 4U» rnmi%m 

lM t **m ***•»•* **• ***** Mm #% 

Afl« a 1-^4 t#Ytt»U* lw ^#&«!| ti 

J*fCl*ct|* • faw* III# | #‘4% 

•Wi.I% 

tinl %t t.«**»**6» ini #4 V* §#*/,* 

Ai Mftf I® %mm mmmmirnM *», * §m >sm 

Art Mrira* H %m% mjmm\ fa# btJBk - x * rj 

'lift *#Nfcfi $'i3? #!*<* -M j§||f|| |%|#^fa$|g^ l|' |y«y 

llh* , 8 ^ 

«« m %t# « «mm «*«* | 

M» % f#t# *** **1 * 

lfa,t * f*WM *f*W*lMtf !*«*«»*». Mill c ««| M t M#f> 

«1 $l4t ll«f 1*3 f«g«fltiW |l« «A|^ 

Mtf ® lfce «**• ***** tfc* 9 ** IM law* II# 
3iMP(SPh@f ^ to lint 4immk$ 


** !ij** •*** * m^mm m y* iww*. nn 

t%#4 ««• w «mm k#m m *jk 

f ® *** #** **, 

ji •Z’ZSZZ’ZZZ " ***” t * mm 

i ** 1 rttai *t* %>*» 

SiStSRsssafci. - 

WV*» HP MUf J|£ g|g| |g ^ j 
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Pan/. Why aholde I auffrc the, more than thou me ? 
Maystcr parson gttue me lycence before the. 

And 1 wolile thou k no went It I have relykes here, 

Other matter stuff© than thou dost here ; 
t wyll ©defy more with the jtyghl of it, 

Than will .til thy |»ratyu«e of holy wryt ; 

For that c*vc|>t that the jttcrhrt himsetfe lyve well, 

HI* jumlynuyoti wyll hcljic never a dell," etc, 

«* Pan, No omr© of ltd* wranglyng in my Cltyrch 5 
1 shrew© your hcrlys liothc for this lurrhe 
fa there any htuod stwd here lirlweeit these Itiuwtf 
Thanked tie god they had no Many*. 

Nor egolotea, for then it had l»rn wrong©. 

Well, yr shall ayttge another *cmjt* “ 

Mere he calls hit neighbour Prat the constable, 
with design t«» apprehend 'cm, and set 'cut in 
the stocks. Hut the frier and pardoner prove 
sturdy, and will not be stockt, hut fall upon the 
|«*t*r parson .and constable, anti bang ‘cm both *« 
well favaur’dly, that at last they me glad t<» let 'em 
go at liberty : And so the farce ends with a 
drawn battali Such as this were the pf*y» of 
that aget acted in gentlemen** hall* at Christ, 
was, ctr such like festival time*, by the servants 
of the family, or strowim who mint about and 
made it » trade. It is not unlikely that * lord* 
m those days, and persons of eminent quality, had 

* Till lilt? tf pm »f Qu mm fUtailMH)i 4 ike qmmm I *«4 nm 

mf pUpr#** tml ill «H*< fvmt II »l ill# Inmi «l nil «i>*m mkm 
iti hmh mmm timmmm mtil *mmm W# 

m #4 IH# t lMUnl»«it M AiuiftW* f fepi 
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* * j' 1*1 ft % •* ******* Jf * V4 '' 

,4 ft4k?i#, i«* •*»«» si'fi *-'•«■ «to»to •!*•! *•»%** 

TH* first <*»roc*1y ib»i 1 to** 5 to! to»ts* *&• 

tvg'iUt, *» ***♦*»«**» \r«*|l*. *«i I 

I limit hi |U- nr *,u *4 K f*v I «?*»#** Tbit I# 
ium|«*«nl *4 to« «*U, lit* *€*»«• *rtti#*:4*rf*» #»s§ 
IW unit*** of l«w* **•! |4**» 4w#j «5 «rr*«4, It 
««* ««ie4 41 Cltful C 4k4«* *•» * *<*»to*%* • slMr *® 

tmi twin# m jfirt #»y *®**tot ***«l j-*st»s»* Ihmist*. 

I %Amn*. f imm**, !««•**» »tot* pm 
Ihm MI4 tlMl |4*»* W* NW to»t • tofctotowf 
Btttili bit* thtM* '4 iit***«. lit* n.**4.**«>* #«4 
llm j**c< t •> '• * 4r»«t» ftws j4t** 1° I***# ** *i*«fl*» 

mhwvi mmmllf *» l be ***** *4 Tfertt'ft*. ***4 lib* 
tm|«MvnNt*itl4 b*%* to*® % toll# ••#$» 

#* i*W* t '*sg if**’ **»4 *1 1*4. *" 1M* 

lie «*u4il« <4 tor lk»##g« J%*b to* tot " Tbtto t'to- 
wtrtl *4 *Ms*bm4 » 4*8*»<*i**i |ww*f ** *» M»**y 
**}*««l ##rf I I to- *togw» 

«Hl iJmnum <4 Itot f«f, *t »«**» to »*• «*• 
rtto b^tonl fttctii <4 to* f*to*$» ##»■* «to*>* mm 
wt* m bettor fisslwfss'4 1 #w*4» *«*f* >*** »* » 
H imt <4 I to »»mi «tol m% mi mm to Ike ***** 
**wt MnpttoMMMM Tbn tor wto •*»«* « : i»f |«m 
t6)t* Itot cm ?*#» itownc *4* Tmmm, •tow 
itoPHft* «w murf tof iMc $«w» 

I 

Tumi Met toftob# * to«* I p»m»»0m 

r , • ' ■. I I N - * 1 i*t ** 

- '. '•> ■ • ' •" - -• 4 “ ii 
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first printed in the year i $t>H) «>**» Of P' MH > 
in place of theae atage-play* {»• «• th«*«c of re- 
ligious matter*) have been used comedies, trage- 
dies, interlude*, and historic*, both true and 
feigned ; for the acting whereof certain publkk 
place*, »» the theatre, the curt tire, etc., ^ have 
teen erected. Ami the continuator of ** Stow'* 
Annul*, “ j«, 1004, *»y», Tlwi in sixty years before 
the publication of that book (which was An. Horn. 

m less than 17 publick stage*, »r common 
pUiyhounc*. had teen built in and about tamdun. 
fu which number he reckon* five inns or common 
o»t cries, to have been in hi* time turned into 
j, by houses, one cock pit, St l*ul'a ««gtng achool, 
one in the Hlacklrtera, one in the Whltcfriere. and 
one in former time at Newington But* ; and add*, 
before the space of 60 year# |»-«, l never knew, 
heard, or read, of any such theaters, wet *tagc»» 
m playhouse*, m have beet* purposely built within 

man'* memory. 

Lovaw. After all, 1 have been told, that *tage- 
play* are incon«i*tant with the law* erf thin king- 
dom, and player* wade rogue* by 

Tutm. lie that told you m *trato'd a point 
of truth, I never met with «®f ^ wWl f |H 
Mipprca* them : Sometime* indeed they have been 
prohibited for a ; a* in time* of g««* 

*al mourning or pubtick rabunttie*. or upon other 
m 4 »he» the government mw fit. ih«» 
hf pfmismmiuM % 9 / to April# to ihc f 16311 ^ 


34 


GOUIY a MOD 


Queen Elustbcth, play# and #nf f , f 

bid till All hallow tide «e*l fu t Umv% n 1 1- 42 m 
shed, p. 1184. Some statute* (uv« been ma4i 
for their regulation nr reformat r -a ^v W s .% 
suppression. By the Slat. 39 Eli#, c 4 <«hwt 
was made for the suppressing of rogues, vug* 
bonds and sturdy hagmtti ft m com mi. 


S. st, That all pcrmt* that he, m site* ti>#**w*4*»* m 
be, proctor*, ptmtmru, pstMt pAeim W ?*4licl9atft l?f 
gaols, prison* or hospital*, or (n«n, tMurewsf**, 

payers of toterlwlei *4 mhaMmb, 

^hmm4 

(other th m player* of feMfe a* Imkmgimg *» mi s ,4 
this realm, or any othw t • *«•*£• «4 gin# if# 

degree, to be authom d to yV > a.n 1* kmA *»t *#*{ ,4 
arms of such m m AH M*t«, vmhm*,. } *4 
lew, and petty tdtajmis, swede**## tM, «it 
per»i«, etc,, aide In body, wiog ktfmm§, «swf ftNfakitfftg %m 
worfe for such rea*E*»Ms* w**«* it k mmmmmilf §u\ 
These shall be afctdged mi ittmtd mgmm, «m 4 

sturdy taggsm, and potosboi m mk, 


Lovtw, R«t this priti® g« «f «utH>*Mtag m 
Ucwtsing is taken ttwny ty tfo 8tau 1 J* * eh 
7 , b. f, ami therefore «fl it torn {m Me. Culltit 

says, p, 242) amtwpretjj tu - v* ? mA* u* fc , ## 

Stud penalty, without dfetiwftfcf* 

Ta«M. If ho MUM aB pfay«fi 4 wfchmn Amu* 

% mm 4 iir 

“• “““ to wtM a. b, 
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authority. On such, the ill character of vayr.ni! 
players (or as they arc now called. Str»lcr*» cm 
m mmc »*l»r«on. than the wamlritig 
[ar% m ,5c SKIRW **atutc mentioned, on those of 
tlnctnrfrt-nmmnn*. % a St at. nude i f a f ,}, 

at. It was enacts, 4 J " ' 


IbM 4 |*mon ‘halt in a** ,*}„•. enlrrludr. 

*!‘*** to*?*****' ** Jr.lmgU ,» yroyliARrlv 

m ww itw t»«i r R.m« of timi, t h,m f«„,, <), r ||„| y » j m „, 
w t,f itw l.lniijr, tw •!,«!! »* * wt mt:h „ f , r „ tr 


Th* Slat, i Char I eh i, enacts, 

lhs*l n*i wiling*, ftMcmliii**, >* titnewmr n f people 
W mtt «f rH»U own , hf i >lW ,|- a , i4y< |(>f 

m * ****** mi *-•#(, mm f tmm tiffing, 

t««II ImUmg. t ,Uf. <* mMsm w »| 3 »t„t 

vsetrlM* *** >! f *»>»»** »*f.l !«» sst penm,,* 

Ihfif $»*f !»!»«* 

flics*? an? ail the statute* that I ran think of 
tabling t« the stage and |4ayrf« , hut nothing to 
them totally, till the two wdinaiKw of 
the tamg PmUmwM, mm of th® « of October 
iftar* lh® "‘flirt of th# ii ,g heh-. 1647 It* *hnh 
»1S stage jib V* and tolfftwie* m» absolutely fw 
W; *Hc stages, ms la, gallertea, etc, to |«* pulled 
4*»»« , all player* «hti calling tbtfttsrhv* the kmg 
or quean* servants* if consoled *4 acting w thin 
t«f» month* bef*»r* stub rontrfctkm, in |< pun, 
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J ' (< % 4 $ i * ISM it 


m'p ! he m # ,4 * ^ , 


****** 

* «&«* s^* h *, ** #* * * | * , a a ^ % 

1 *♦* 1 *'** **»< | mm 4 tm 

*»*«**»*+ ^ * -i v«i^ Tf ; 

, . tw« 


1 k*l f«al 


i ^ ^ H ®mv% m Xi « % * 
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**** HUMII, ««fc IV**. *J I 4.*M mnflM 

1^1 *W* »4« *■*■*■$ W. twr'l*! 5,. *„J, .4^4, ^. lfr 

T*** ,: **" •«* 

cImumi, *muM «*«,«%•„ «**» is *>«. u uif 
*w «»«;< fc* »« W« i ***s , „*** *** » Um@y 
w. mp ***** h «**» mmh kMf9 <w ,Q 

p T '‘ *** ’^ , ' 1 * *+•* **j «»* * pmt*m «.| * 4 ^^ 

I *#* fcv#-# I «*»*&! «««•* Mnm *j 

K ‘** rt ‘ 8 «***#**• I fe,*A OM 

» * «m«m mm»wm *4*S*» «fc m $ ^ 

*«i •»• «uo fcvftfmt is# *.,*** *j*i, ^f« w * 

T® **** ** t# «*» «*# f*t^ w 4 

W * f* * ***** ppl t« %«U (IHM 4* 
Hu® it0 «t M *41**4 

4-fli **i«M |( Ife** Sw <&/**«&? •tmummb 

1 few «Kl> mtatoMt ftrt*Wt * *» **, fe, 
mm «J «m i4* Mi «|«tf *#* M | 

rr -t: 

- - t^csattiisri; : rra 

. - *w *.«. ta^Tu^. S*^T »***' •* - 



t% j.miuiy, 14 Car, II. 

A C**j»y**( Uir l.Minis thru graiHol by 

tiiiig t' ift.il !r* It nmtrs the t ttv-ii Sr, it ol hn%- 
?»* Siti Win i am U’wi-nam, Km , htH 
J |i*n 1% .in*! l**i ei ev *l ttefft l • 

tic muI rHl,ihli*hl«t£ *4 A eMtnjMUV *4 *u 4 mi^ 
in 41 1 y j4.m c wit Jiiii I ,«u*lnu ut \\ 
in 1 hr Submit mI the %;unr : Ami that mm 
•Mllin Ini! tin* And »-»mr nthri i*m%- 

In utlw* *»! ;* lifer halrstl, to 1 
Kn $ u*t onv, I* * -nhtniM he |*rim$tte*l within 
the im»*I hhrit*r% 

C ' si ws r^ the Se* hy the I *f *ii’c #*1 K. 11114 
nt iMtgUinl Si'ntlum 1 I- ram r, ami Jicbisttl* tklrmicf 
pf 1 hr Unit. ri* , In all fa wham all !he*c penenli 
tbalf 4 «nnr # hireling 

\\ hr fra.* -nut fay a! Utltrf *4 IikM IwaswM 

mm* memory. I»y i»* kt*«» julnil* 
untirt hi« jjica« »«1 wf Ivnjcland hear # H## 1»f*P 

Hij* tiatr 4 ( \Vr*jmln«irr I he 3 *Ah *l*y 
,4 Mdt'ih, in the t4*h year *»f hi* wipt. ***** 
i»»I Ji*a»! unto Sir William Davenant (hy the 
name ut William tJavenant. lienl J. hi* hew*. 
riwvtrtuWi mlmhuat tthiw. ami I'* 41 

ttceme. and authority. That t*c. they. and cvefjf 

S? 




in bn I m to Urn - 4 ih® nmmmf 

$r%€i% ml h% lhrti> t ** l<> «t** j***t »f «H# j*.ii*h ; 

4 ti 4 run t§sr*UU*f lo |«h |i t«» IH* »#« «4 ||| # 
|***i A*** * « it fvghlittig «'♦* |«Mh<iM«kj Iff s ,|, # 

*4 t Hix*% % »**« -I || \!nf 1^14 )M I 
**» th<M* thiji£» **■ bvi, 1 «*Kti)g| 

•ay m**if «*t* titan *«»i*|**f, ft***! % mw% xgfll 

li-rtr, him I tastftl ftm* # |tiv 

lvc)«#M if. 

1 *»v*w P«t*w»i «44 

t ** * * l» mml # «« *#« hD tt| 

Hit fW»* g«M Ml f*W£ft»||««| 



* % January. 14 Cur. II. 166a. 

A Copy <4 if ir Farr.aT* thru granted In 

King I 'hailc* II utislrf I hr I if rat Sral of ling'* 
land, to StH \ V i f i 1 ■.% 11 Ir' 4 V*KA»rr, K*ri\ t hi» 
ilrirm ami Aftfttgnih, fnr rirctmg a new Time 
Ire siiirl r*l4hli»htng *4 a coftipitfiy »*< actor* 
in any phi re within homlrm or \Vr*!«ttm*U"r, 
or I hr Suburb* *4 the* tame : Ami that no 
other lull tin* com j any, ami ihu? oilier r«m- 
jwty, by vitlur of a tike t’afrnt* In Thusm* 
Kttt iniirw, Iv^y , fthoultl be fierrmllctl wtlhln 
I he mkl libettira 

Cm a me* ihr Second, by the f, if ace of God, King 
of KngUml, Scotland, France* ami I retail* defender 
of 1 he faith* etc * to ill lei m hmtt all thcae preaeftls 
ah&II greeting 

Where** our royal father of gloii* ^ gfln ^ : n .-. irr 
eua memory* by bin let left Mtetita ** < ^ 
uml- t td» grant **"**1 td iitgiand war* * »* ma 
tog at Wcntmlnstar *h#> *r*th day 
*4 Mart**, «» il»« < 4 it> jr#r of Hw frifti* dkl gtv« 
ami grant nfiio Sw WdUam li'awnan* {% the 
*»»*? *4 William D'avanant. Ikfntj, lui heir*, 
caacuiara, admltUMnrtimw and ****#«». lull |w*«**#, 
(term «, and Thai lit. ihrj, ««d mmf 
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t ,«imtnn ami Westmumtcr, or the suburbs thereof, 
when: he or they shall find best atTunttm kI»i ii hi tor 
tliat | hi r | m»e ; In lie assigned ami allotted mi! by the 
surveyor <4 our wmk* ; «<m* theatre or play-house, 
wiih ncre*i*.iry tiling .iml retiring rooms, ami other 
|tlitee* MHivrnicMt, of sue It extent ami diluent ion as* 
the wi*l .'’ii \V i31i.un I * uveitaiil, his heii a of anugiu 
»h,ill think tit ting ; wherein tragedies, t-oniciiics. 
}4,»ym, (>|iera», mustek, stoics. am! all other enter- 
tainment* of the stage whatsoever may lie shewed 
ami |»r«?*ctifd!. 

Am! we «h» hereby, fur us, tmr heir* ami sue- 
grant unto the mu! .So William l» ave- 
naiit, his heir* ami assign*, full §*s*wei. licence, ami 
authority, <t«»m tune to time, to gather together, 
entertain, govern, priviicdgc ami keep, . , 
mm mm I m% mmf p Uyrr* ami $mmm% mm » 
to exert tw ami art tragedies, conic- Z*mT*!ZL 
‘hen, play*, operas, ami other perform- ****** 
»»»*■« »•! the stage, within the house to lie huilt a* 
aforesaid, or within the hmtte in lattrolnVltut- 
>*'*«W*» wherein the «nl hw William D'avenant 
doth mm rxeutsc the premises , or withm any 
other lumwr, where he m they tan bent he fsttrd 
f*« that purpose, Within mt Mttra of I a anion ami 
Westminster, »r (he suburbs thereof; which **i«l 
* wmpany shall be the servant* of our dearly W 
h«wf brother, jaute*. tluke of York, and shall 
«*»**»! of »ach number a* the .Sir William 
I r rimiMi, hi* brim or assigns, shall (runt time 



Uf »«*r ,\^J »»> §. 

, k , 1 ■ l«T' ft r,* ?„ Jirffsa 

u»m junr *„ Si «,r , . , , , „ f ****** 

,4 ... ‘•'‘“’••’“'“■'•’-M-W, 

^ ^ i«a4»|4| #fi*| 

»< .4 »’• 

7' / !*‘ h “ * f "‘“ ' ’ “* ■«■« auM 

, j tttr tt r' r*’ '* ; ■ -> <•* 

«*.-* Jtttt 

♦* I** «* 4.# lsjl , * . 
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ifHHt <gf m**hMr* *.% jra-fft ^ *. 

L_ ’’ * ^ ! *•' a>»a*-*aaaif 

ZZZ - “* *■'•> ~ .. 

,iw ,, * wn >** «• *<*, L% 

** ! *jr im **» «*• ***** *®4 

r* • m ^ ^ &* 

ta* ImH** 4Mh| «Mtei n fagf 

r— -*• <*«*« «. a a,, ., It 

*1 mu, *** # * tt * !f *** ^ *** <4 )4»M «#»4 

m tm ** *#mmH %» 
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awl rmitinmis pcranna shall from time to time he 
by him awl them ejected and disabled from .playing 
in the said theatre. 


Ami l«>r that we arc informed that — , , 

ffm mm mfm 

diver* companies *4 players have taken Iwl 

«I“*W lt,rm ln Brl H«)» pnbluly ill our 
s.w I citic* id l.omlun and Wot min *** 

»tri, or the suhut h« them 4, without *vZ» 
any authority for that purjioae ; we do Z . ZZSXT 
hereby declare our dislike of the name, 
awl will and grant that only the said company 
erected ami net up, or to he erected and set up by 
the aakt Sir William iJ'avcnant, hut heirs and «*. 
*»*;«*. by virtue <4 these presents, and one other 
company erected ami act up, or to be erected ami 
*ct tip by Tboroa* Kd%?ew, ¥,»%, his heir# or 
a**ignt, and nune other, shall from henceforth act 
or represent comedica, tragedies plays, or enter* 
toinmenti of the Mage, within our »aid elite* of 
London and WeMminMer, or the *uburb* thereof; 
which *a»d company to be erected by the tald 
Thomas Kdiigrew, hi* heir* or assigns, ahaU he 
*«l»)«ct to bl» end their government ami author* 
»iy, awl shall I* aided the Company of 0* and our 
Koyal Conaort. 

And the better to prefer ve amity and e«rre* 
•pendency brt*|*t tire «i»I compnnie*, 
and that tin? one may not fncroach 


iijwi the other by my Indirect meant, *jj* •• «*• 
we tail) and mdin. That no actor m " 
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ulhff |scm*n rmi -p! ouKrt «l ?!* r 

IIMSIIPI, ftr,?r,S In !!« t**{ S*t \% u;%»m |s „ r 
r»3tsi 3»5<l | !»< iiui Kilss^sr-w, «f crfliM'f ,4 ii^. 


<>f h« #!■*;; ■» 

lisp *»< »*»y •! «H* s^tal tummnj, 

o? 4», sh*» jirr««» <* imtmm*, u> W rt»| „» w j Itl * 
** «*» **»> «*•«« tvUlinc 1.. liM e«l 4 p. 
wt 1,w ‘ «** *a^4**l»*s ,4 S| W *..*,,,** 
«< Dm computy. »^ B oi a,* mt > n *,. 

« «r«* * mcmlart. • t, u 


II*# S*« Wstfa,#**?, 1 , |* 


tlvl 


^%t %4 I *t *%**»} | 4 #|% foeiamty #rf#i 4 

4 o (HM«M *r«r*ftj j^fgAwvf, uIhkmw <m*4 

l»»»* {»«**«£*» **»•! Ikr »«>»*» « |H*#S* !!■,«*♦« 

Iwu #c<r*i in mm b, |j« Iwfeii* *4 w^mmK #t 

*»«« 5*k«* far llw |.fo«*l 

»»*« *4 lltw *W* fat «» «*|^ ** , te %^ kH 

tft«H3]r ***4 «toftf totoia)^ (lubl fy«4to 

**»**» ffiajr *fc* 4 i i* to*Uto| |, ,4 

li# ^ *«*»*«**«*. **!> i^m$m *Mm. 

rnv u* l*Mt *f»A i<W»f MMHfi, ft* **** $M m 

fWfWSl §*>f» ***a **»»*«* *#i t *as>4 ##***1*# 
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likewise permit 4»ul give leave ilia! all I he wcmicn’n 
Jim It tii be aetcfl m rttltci n{ I lie iwo atm|M* 
1 'iirt n*r the lime t*i e**me t way W jHirformctl by 
women* *** twig at the*c t«rt cations, which* by 
rcatwi *4 the abutc* af«»t e%4til, were oouuUtlmt* 
iiiitl i »f frit iter, may by muIi reformation lie m- 
leriiic:*S # w»t wily bat miens itchgh!*, 1ml utcftil ami 

In*! rue'll vc frjiir*cul4li*m«k *>l humane life, |o mi:h 

p j M yr gr**l $*t$bjecO a* uliull rr*wt in *ec the 
tame. 

A«*t l hr**’ *»m Jcilrt* jmichU, in she f w Wa „,, . w ,, 
tiu<4nwnt thnewf, *h*H t«c in all thing* * ’■* * •*» 

*Hh'» *0h 

gtn.it. 1 ami died Hal in I He law* aeiofri- a**, 
log u* thr liw ml cm a»*l titramng «l . T lfcf 

She Mine, any thing »» ll*c*c j«c*cnl* «•**. 

#8*b 

ei.ifiliiiiifsl, <* any la*, tlalutc. Ml, or- 
dinance* §*r** UmaiMt, provision, fratfUlkm, «»r any 
other mailer, r*UM?, nr lining wliattfcvcr tu I He 
cimlrmy. Hi any wite ncrfariihtumling ; ah hough 
m%pmm mmu*m mi flic trite yearly value, or cer* 
taint y «l the jh rmiana, or «4 any rf ihem, ©c ol any 
iiliirf gift* or giant* by tt*, «r by any of our J*«* 
gcnll^ra *»r rotor*, fo^trfotmv mod* to the 

M at Sir William |i wmasit m iHcm |**wMs it 
ftiif «# any «*h#f iiaiiitft ad# iwdtonre, 

prt«tri*taft, | *«* bmaUnti* «f hcfrdofwc 

tad, mol*, ordaiiicvt. or prtrtfetad, or am 

caitiff mallet, tmsf«v **r thing whatsoever l« tha 
contrary lhctc*d, to an} * ** mawithoomhiig in 
wftnoa* otato*4* am < *i**e*i throe < w Stftff# 
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i* fctel# W 11V f 

, Uy ,, # |^.^ w 

l«cMh yw .,# »h„ # 

I-'I ifc* & ,.-•.£ 
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10 A CERTAIN GENTLEMAN' 

•VM\ 

hCAVSK I know if wmiU! give ymt hm 
c«fii;ern tu find ytnw name in an unifier* 
liiiefil miff, limn I icl«rc the iUmttc*t 
cldliiMlHtn «4 n initlefit milhur, l crnicestl it, 

Lei me I silk never kJSy In you* thin way ; you 
life, sit leant* imilcf no necc**$ty of taking it to 
ymincti : niir what 1 hunt* of your favour#, neeil 
you hhi*h t« Have bartowM them. Or 1 may now 
gire y«i all the Atmltulr* that rat**? a wiac ami 
gm«i-i»lut'ii man to esteem ami haftpineas, ami 

* Tit# ttlgtif ttMi»ai#*y« I *#41 mmh. i***i«t t4f# «4 

Choife.#,"* i|. if 1 1 «#f% itui iii# * ** mm 4mUmwi tm 

**«« mm* mimtoAm* IVtiuim $m$m Tartu# f* &«««**§• 
*4 #tjr l-ilf/ 4 #*i* w«Mm i M Th* «Ini {*»*«**« to 

«iN|ak 4tu«f4i ia« tit* * Jjs|w>Iwgf * «#,# w am 

tail «t*» lat* %lt t* *#* %m%H* mmm4 mm %km fc* it#4 aaltMMttjr 
fw# W|I#f 41 «#4 %|jf tMWftHW tel Si# tlutw *4 * 

ff»it tit# iiittavMJ tattlaii*# h if**# itinf iJu* t* In 

tini i« * 4l4wt ^iwnhI t«t * Hi# Sjprtlil** ft III# #«tift®f 

mm mmm 

m Ihmm pfflMm § fwv mm m4 *#*#•! Mm * 
fmm faaM m «t** pm *##' i him 

'f%m pw4f «*4#» b** 

m ,, , >..*«, , , *,-,?■*; ’klsMi ^ 

ff WKMw WmpmmQ W wjj wapspp^pp WMWWf 

#| 
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% MtS , t * itmm r;-*» 
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„ w . „ ‘ "’* * W,I# ******48* *4 jfc** 

in » * m%t „ rnmhmm ■ Mil 

fw» *"* ,1W * ***** 

l„-_ . ’ ^ «# |# , 

H*f*tt«* f» ,J^ ? ^ ■ 

(» ti i. f “* ** *'**"•* ***» <4 

«J 7 ^Jr ^ ^ * mm im 

*N- .... Z ZFZ'TZ £1 - —*• 

, w » d , „ * ** **» «►«» 

l * ^! 4 v n-mm * Wkt ibm 

mm 1 «MM4 Ik# Mi 4* t »** -«.. - f 

J#*tf#Mi I -I* _ ,7,’* !•* * 

4 krtt I M ' crtc ^J »#>, # *4*Nl 4*| tiHi 

f 11 «»• 

.y .** m. 
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*>' f** flatter mjfwlf as !■* suj*jM>sc it |K»»silile that 
y*Mr having ticen 3 lover of the stage |.,n4 mm of 
th*»>*c few k<«»I judge* \vh«» know the use and 
value «4 it, under a light regulation) might im Ime 
>•*’« t*» think *.» 1 <-|»!«ni» an ui'kiuiiI of » a j c »» t c . 
rhi'us amusement than it may naturally In? In 
other* <•! diltetcnl g*»«l «cinr, wh<< may have |«» 
imurrii »*« taste f»»r »t Hut l«r ,»!! this .»% tl 
m») ; the hral is m>w l*>rn. and rather than »ee 
it starve u)*>u the hare jmttsh proMtumi, I » ln«e 
thus clandestinely t«» df.*|» » at y«>ur that ,5 

may rsernse one «»! your many vutue*, y.>ur 
v hardy. m aujijmrimg it 

H the world #1 iv * < know into wSn»*e hand* I 
Have thrown if. their regard to its |utr«m might 
incline t hem to treat it as <»«c *4 hi* family , !>ul 
in the « «Ht*<’im»ncM «4 what I am, I i huse 
twr, t«» way who you arr II your r<|ual in rank 
were to do putdick Just he to your character, then, 
IihW, lire c tunc eahnent o( y«ut name might he 
an unneccwNiry diffidence : but an* I, iir, of con- 
»et| octree enough, in any guise, to «Jt* htnour tu 
Mi f Wrtv 1 to *«et b»m mi the ommi bud- 

aide light* that truth and gwwt ram*** could gnr 
him, or his own hkrnesa mmM rotjuire. my uffi. 
tbm* mm would he lows ui shat general cwterm 
ami regard mbhb |w*^4e the im conaequcnce, 
esert *d «klf««W (wiles. haw » ptenaurc in paying 
him ftocuiiMMi* t«» t Mfr e r ioe * ttim author* «( 
ht»r# iite, a* they are naturally tmbk to •uafrtctoO' 



• an »«M *«•»% *3v*j 

V.*r ? i’.f , ' ’> * ‘J* »«,?> Utimat ,i«- ?A a 

■»?»:< thr, 4»r «<-**«»::, «itT*^4 «,, i***, *. 

• «•»*!-* an- -« lit* »:.«**, », fc | j,sh ## fMI4f 
*lw i-*w-JS «lv*M Jlw « lift I ) 

11,4 **'"• *** **•' t* *|*f*«;«* W*i to !„** 

" 4f 1 * ' T *- ^ *<»«»»««* *«.'*%«* tv Jswa,,.*! 

t»l44*s«<* ,4 a tlM**!*! h«! « »» «***, *, u , , 4 ^ 
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but inudcnt.il ornament n, ilmi, s tn true, may he 
til srrvitr In ymi in flic* timr let's * amt 

ihmtgh, . 1 * mu* annmg the mnvi t may tejutte 
that rtovMlrm e turn «m» deter vrttly bcatuie'ri theft)* 
yet iny |*ai titular astaihmcnt has risen from a 
fiicn iiai us a! and tiio.tr engaging charm, the 
agreeable * mu (union No* u my vanity hall sa 
in in. h gratified in i lie h»!t«>ur« at my sense is lit 
the delight of ymii sm iely. When I see ym$ lay 
tushie* the a*U a triages of *u|*rft«afi¥y, and by ymir 
msrfl i ttMtf nines* <»f s)4f ils tall mil all Ilia! na* 
fare tins given me t<» meet them , then *tn I taste 
ymif I hen life funs high? I desire! ! } Misses,* 
you ! 

Yet, sir* In this distinguish'd Ha|*f dries* I give 
toil is|s my fat she* share of that |4ro*ufe, ot of 
I tin I light I ha*e So b*^ u§»*o yon with the }nth> 
ticii rye, ami So }<*** in 9 he genet at regard «a 
ii tyttt ism *u* 1 y | ** > ‘ * 1 %** f ha I tt n * < *tnm * * n %if t ne* y * hi f 
Integrity > This* sn, the world allows s» rijnsfitc* 
yon* # |wnf of yn**r * hamster, that* tHnte%trr in* 
%r}di«nt* she mcrii, neither the #ml# Ikronse cif 
me the |ar*j«*lh;« *4 (taffy, ha# ever 
itimwfi »#$ si the lm«i m t#* 

h This Is lhal c sn ttkiftdrftg (antef that* 
in fnthiWfc rfsaaliifig make* you tmsftl writh such 
sit ant loci ! Thm is §# that 4i**«wtfage* and kerja* 

idkeftt the insittMttiim** «*t jsref§sg||« and snsfin.'U.ei ; 
jwd alumni tender* jenir t r .an imnes canary 
iddl lit y#t§t reswi ymii mM* 
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quit I hi* grofrr aUgc, liter world, whenever ! may, 
I nli.»U flunk this the Itr^f aiiled j*art *4 any t have 
undertaken, rmhc you lirsl oisuic»ccmicd t« laugh 
Willi* 

SIR, 

Vmii mo*t 

filial obliged, ami 

rmmi humble Srrvnnt, 

€i*u,f;v iJliiEi, 
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AN APOLOGY LOP THE LIFE OF 
MR. CO! l.LY Cllllit.P, Ere' 


l.llAmk t 

Tt» — 1t»» A «#!**»'• fittlfe ■ V ««***»• PoHtm* «< 

$**< !-ilMwt$ l*f ‘!l umm It* I, ***%■'' i§ %%%$ - 

A «»}»** |l inl.il*> f i - f%# | #* *#*1 Atw*** *.4 i 1 

■" Tfc» *4 l :i «l||? ■ litttiniw ,, l^ngtaisg, 

IN? ss |l#4 ¥%®$m*xpk*f , 

i it? know. nil, I han alien sol»l ym» ih*»i 
•me lunc or olHcr I ftltoukl give (hr 
jrtjbJkk »*•«»« mernoit* »*l my awn Isle, 
at * 3m It you lo»*e iww» fail'll lu laugh, like a 
friend. a wtnl f«* dUauade rwr 

from U; r**n< Jwd*ng. I »u|«f«**c, llul *mh 4 wild 
ihoifbi could m>i f*m4bly frq mte « tertoiM 4«»»r» 
ttul jf*u* *c«p I w«* tn cameM Awl now you will 

1 1 litot, m it , mmmm iIni tw> it istut** !*• 

Af*!** f <H IMK ft* it;# «*»«* «H*3 §4 *1 A§w4 

i» /l# ITAt**/*#** *4 sffti -Hap* if#% iMMfect* iImp 
INMH t tf##f 9 *%. *** lib* 1*4## ^4 IjWftMIMM i*«*f 

lljfflik 4Ni life# #4 #1 * taftfelik f%m^ imBm$ 
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atom!, w trn* nine* jwlt of lilt? tvofhl ought tt» 
Ire «ml **| ^mnlcnance. 4 J!$,i| ism:c? that Hurt t»| 
Mmtnly i% w!m! they »hm*i ♦ 4 re in cornet into* why 
*hmihl i \m a 1 1 4 1 4 »»f iscing star'll at fur nul bang 
jatHi uUi .* Or if flic imlu . tihutfy Ira in owning 
my wraknc**. will my %atr *4 tr.nlrf be so iitlttc 
rrniii 4.* m«t it* |u« 4 i»n n * ffm il there whntiUl lie 
imli a **ne« let 111c a! leant beg Inin to »liav me 

I lot! strange fittii who it i^rifrcl ! 1% imf on r 

more nrtHa|»|*y. more ifwm he who $n 

Alway* latwmting i«* be thought *w.» # or that i* tmjee 
lien! when he it not m.% f Having hi might 

mywril t« I*e r»*y tm«lcr w Hate* <n fJir w«»fhl may 
nay «i my untie* taking, ymt may *ull mk 111c why 
f give twy*elf nil lint trouble f 1*11 bn fame, **r 
jnofis i«» mytrll/ *«r use or lichghl U* other*? 

♦ fW « t#***p*t*# t'lttft. la tot 

* t.**l** * f«* f I*.# ***#«»% feis#* ** A*4 E** Ml 

| «£MJI Ml 0;#4 fM*4 ■ - M #1 g***f tongfhi **## -*4 El* 

# 0 | IwMSlf 4 4 > #4 I*# 4 * 4 1*4 #« w •#»**# fpSO 

tfep&ftl f*»v 4MNVI4 ** 4* M»« £%#% I# Its* (*««• 

«f **S|'t !*.*! #>'*'“## l#S» I #**»** 4 %# £»** «lf 'Hf 

t*«»w«9 ** AwO? *mo»** 1 §#E# «%* Sit# #$®| iIkmnmmI r« 
pp»i #*4 I oot * 4 * |m« ♦jwOI aw $»€Pi# g fw* i*s®fei %wm *m 
tiWM *«•*; <*t£U ««**** #4 IE***, M» #!%#» E *4 W««l 

gw 0 <f - 4 14 # “* • 

# f ^ # l»® 4 f It#*# * My W «4 

II *«» *« tit*- It*# t md m lE* *>***• 

I*## viw «MNMvt mm 1 

it •*$«! *laM» I* «#n* f ¥ * % •• 

If* tWNMM**t» ** 4 ¥ 14 p# m*** 

t 4 <pmm| «wwUbt|Mi» ^ s%# 1 »f 4 * ta ^Et 

/ f’’# t*| i*i4pspi #< #4*w«l*l#4 % E***!* V#a#f 
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If thru what I shall advance on that head 
nwy any «»y* rorurihutc to the prosperity or 
imjttnvciiiriil t*l the rt*j?c in the jmlr* 

5uk must of *«»n*c« picnic have a share in it* 
utility. 

Tins, sit, U the I *r»t a|»>l«»gy I ran make fur 
Wing «*y °*vn hifgraphcr. <»ivc me leave there* 
fnre t*» uj*cn the fust «rne of my life fimm the very 
day 1 tmm into it , and I ho' my pro- 

f^iiun) { have tn* »ca*w»n t«» W asham'd *4 my «»og 
itml, yd I ant afraid a plain *lty artmmt <>} it will 
icau'ts admit »( » hettef r%» use than what my 
brother I lay* makes l«>» 1‘tmee Treltyman *n the 
vU I only do it for Iras S should t*e 
thought to tie n'»t**dy’* *»»n at all , “ M il 1 have 
Ic*l a Motthlco hie, the weight of my pedigree will 
unt a»M m tmme t«» my intrimw value. Hut tie 
the Inlefctwe what It will, the simple truth i* 
thi*. 

I wwt turrit in t ,>"od<«o, on tire Alh *4 hovswbef. 
tfift,* lit Switlumpii* St »ert, facing; S*»t>tli*m|i 

tmt to to* 1* *■**•«* to ««• <4 

m,,Am «***•» ‘ *** ‘-’to * * !MkS “ ** " f '*H 1p»m,* t* 

itw *u* 4 * kI «»•* I"*** *** •%**§» mm •« tmmu 

U*»4m ** • $** tf«$ 

*«* f%# «#■* * ♦ 

# «# i «H3^f I* **m**## 4 l» A# M* 44 * 

ir „ , „* i%, «r ** PmM tv» #»«•» 


$gf 4 4^4* ##4 $*** ** 
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ley,' Esq. (who gave me my Christian name) being 
the last heir male of it, the family is now extinct. 

I shall only add, that in Wright’s “ History of Rut- 
landshire,” publish’d in 1684, the Colleys are re- 
corded as sheriffs and members of Parliament from 
the reign of Henry VII. to the latter end of 
Charles I., in whose cause chiefly Sir Antony Col- 
ley, my mother’s grandfather, sunk his estate from 
three thousand to about three hundred per annum. 1 

In the year 1682, at little more than ten years 
of age, I was sent to the free-school of Grantham 
in Lincolnshire, where I staid till I got through it, 
from the lowest form to the uppermost. And such 
learning as that school could give me is the most 
I pretend to (which, tho’ I have not utterly for- 
got, I cannot say I have much improv’d by study) 
hut even there I remember I was the same incon- 
sistent creature I have been ever since ! always in 
full spirits, in some small capacity to do right, but 
in a more frequent alacrity to do wrong ; and con- 

1 “ It was found by office taken in the 13th year of H. 8. that 
John Colly deceased, held the mannour and advowson of Glais- 
ton of Edward Duke of Buckingham, as of his castle of Okeham 
by knight’s service.” — Wright’s » History and Antiquities of the 
County of Rutland,” p. 64. 

“In the 26. Car. r. (1640) Sir Anthony Colly knight, then 
lord of this mannor, joyned with his son and heir apparent, 
William Colly Esquire, in a conveyance of divers parcels of land 
in Glaiston, together with the advowson of the church there, to 
Edward Andrews of Bisbroke in this county, Esquire: which 
advowson is since conveyed over to Feterhouse in Cambridge. 

-Hid. p. 65. 



% 4 t i 


mmm 


* % t ',1 f t|hr 4^ * » 

♦ <3t ’I #S««€ £ *!* * : 

■rates# 4 f,, 

«■*- *5 1JU *,*-..„■ 

#tn$ 

■itX if ■ 


*""'" tl> ikm | 
1 **?'* ft* 

tK ’ *'3 I 

■'!.*«!« I^jj 

¥M « <•■♦: 4 m 

’• "* * ** 4>>w«*», ^ %#...» 

5 * 1 ’'•*8* * 4f, | % 


s** fe%*t __ 
-» V*$ 


I r*%^, 
u ,? . a 


««• 

*** 

tl* 

44®8W4 fl ft flfc i l ^ & i. ». * tuft 9 * > 

li# , 

* M » '.. ‘ *v . , , ’ ,„ - , , *. | , . ™ 

* ""** ia aiam.. 

* * r ,'" '" "* '•** n * **--•“ *''«* « § krn 

* *«"» «,.*»*} (l 4. j m m 

r , ’ to* * *** mm 

' ' ’ '*^ 4 *"■ * *•-■*»* »****S, «M 

*«♦ '*’* m *f #>* %* ... , ’ ■ * 

*,, 4 * *’ «* «#****# 
-4 ***-"«** / ***** t«M« M 

* ‘* W * * *«* ***,.***,. I *-,n j.*| 

t «. », <n ^ 4 

7 '* ***''**• ** ^i*M.'-.,r« ,, # 

?*. ! * *“"* W ** *»*■* « *“* * - •«, *» *.j , f H W, 

*« ferf #****« , f 

'* '* ”““"** 

A *«* fc*. , W W 4 ;, ( ^ m 
2 ;* ^ l'A*f ^ MM M « 4 « 

sma , mm I ^**1# fc* 4*»» IMM * 

, mmf m m mm m 4 mM% 

J22 m * * *****»< ' ^ m k , # #««- 

•*»* . * mm*®* m, m ; 

**m i a-^. , Ww ‘ S ' ** •• ,,# *^ 

<»k to :^...., * * ^4 »m*** *«„ *#» 

■*-*•«• <kuI J7L4.*' *'"* *-•—-»« 



0»U.1T CIltliH 


<*7 

aunt her th.U htmighi mp utulrr hint am! ,i* |,„ 
mi-ivy. Am.l!irt I.*-!, «H,.m | tea% ,»n,J 

thought * g.*n! ualtti '«! « >m% t i y ‘4 mil with *«»tnr 
waimth ?»* mi anl-i^murt jwSnlc I «%;«<< *!«*ms«i Uc.il 
Sum, l«-4i lufts notitiilly * Tills **» ama/M inr ih.il 
S 1>*»1 all my l«> »r *i*l, ami Ihiii! juju teats* 

WIkh ih« !:,«> »4i me? I i,. k my lnm,| 41 .. Ir. 
ami a»k 4 him, how hr rainr {<> |<r *>. eaitictily 
me f I *» which, with m.itc * .mi 

hr »rj>!y «t. Urn. 441*0 ymi «»r always jrrmug 
»»4*l nukin| 4 jr»l 1 4 me f«» rtf? !><y m fj sc 
m hmd Mafiy a ini»« h»«fl havr I h«m$^hi m«>tt 
mjrurll hy ihr wm« f«4ly m t j| V ? S»|r H"H*«cw» 
l I h*4 *•» tr|«(M<h my * .*mj*amoi»'* «lr«! 4 fmg 
agamsi me, I h*4 none * . /,,!<•* 4 } « wH»!r I «a« 
m* tiHrn hulling him Ihm | 4rart»'4 In* enmity 
by my in 4 Having »<-n»r e« i.» km>* I Im.} hwi 
him, *ml hr hasr.l t»r Wnaws# W turn) m* mw< 
siHWigti 1«‘ kiw« that I neve# wjctwtw! {« hurt 

Him. 

A» ihi» i* ?H« r»»* * of my life* 

| «»n t whim f**.** *5 Hy witW? jk-,* 

Hljf ,J »1 ImeKWI* fitfftw §**#*» 4 }|®j4i i< , whether 

fl4i 1* ftjuj* ilr«t, t,tw of < - #»«*«#*, fa!##! <* »jur fight 

of Wfung, they will l<r Mill «*»r. ??<! « < <?,«r 
«j«Wlly iskr for , f nil! /*#■*<!<*#• WMJy g» «, } .» 

1 Adi Wily oklt| 4 <•** gt»# yiast* my 1 at? <1 mi * 
f»**l t*» ahd* ** mvr, lk >M4ir,rtt a* Ur 

* fH®*** ** #* fcewiw* ••#4 »»* g »v»i •» 


i 1>U«I » J*®*» 


•ttcuglK . 4 n * !l <• **«« »lnl 

| **«*<■ "'*..1 «.<•» r- -« * * > .*»* *-* < 1 **£«* 1* fee 

, -*5 i I ^ *■*• * ^ <1* ’ s * mtf 

%m isJ .1, 4<w i.V**Mw« *• *«* #**•*»*■’ fessiwls*** I %,rwm 

«c: «*'< 1 J'j<r 5»<U«« *4 «•* 

| J tfapwi ’MfoMI evil '•w‘»4c 

* 4 **8f j» m <®| i 4 «* »*■»+■( lt%*w>*§ *»*« •*» *>v<k|f, 

w *, <imm *iMt# ** #♦*«•>% ’‘4 fk*# 

«m* *1*# <4 *jk.j<«*****». * Mb' rn mum, 

^ ^ # 1*** * 1 » ^'•4 ft 

*» #n4 *fwt 1i |f» *<♦? '“4 |tes»» f*aX|Mf ttat |«H 

M«tal®*f *»» , 4 4fc* (Nr»«»* >W» ■*«« w *» 

Imh® trtlu*? # «*•#,$ &-#’►!* *(# * **$***'tJy 

ll* ***** «%»* * »|»1 **** »*# 

** IW *4 *'*•■**•*** 

«r,4 *» < *» ?*!?. if J*** !*»»• fcJ>* f»#9t *#« *»» *l«t 
}u MS #* litoJL W i* * •< *r* **«l i«A# 

**«*#» M*»i 4#**’* ti# Mggmwm# ***** 

HWi (MUff #»* *»*» «< *** * w * ?m * **"* 

«*M **»»* *C«f*» %W§«§«»**® f«**# |##«4 «**f 

* §*« f***» *•***•** $ V** 

ta* <*»* ** *t , »W fw» «*** ** *• 

C4MH, *%#»* «W» *** *» *«*»** f*» f«M# 

|Kg « ^ WlMI f«Mt #« ***«»»•«#► fWi 

t»* fiNf m »*i ** **^ m * 
i%r mwrnm %4 **» ««» ^**»i*» f** 1 ! 

A mu ti AmiM mmm f* 

HIM IW §f#Wf «|M» «• #«*l *4 li*» l«4 *«♦ 
miw «te#i pm ym pm Mm #««*» turn ■# 

, .; <*w #f« I* 1 # •■ 




1 1 il l|iV t .HlIrt'W 


. . <4 Isaltll lt»t *»*» 

” ,r> r.’ ...c. ..... ■*«. *« 

<M * 4SM,r ' 3 . c Mw } ** )«*' * * ,w,i 

* h ° f MH V live <mr. -»H- a man can »**« ?tl * 

*'“f p ' t „ „ IW «* »!*# ««»»** mrrri 

•*«» the ^ *« 

” t0 gat nrat . M **»» «* **«* eim%mU * %m 

*** W w*« W ttort * c * w,ally 

lh« 111 ** * ' , lUlV , a fc «n .4 inu*»*wk 

.4 *4 ** 1 *“* #»**>* * ***” , t 

. hf) * i/it *»| tfwl *» **" ,r l 

******* • * r <i « i% v tl*t%’ »H« lhr*rl«*c 

« ' |hw „ . 1 . 

?v:z£ ..£—■<• t; 1 ; 

ii «**» i»«»***** * , m a i» gf * *%-**!, lor 

Tin .< .»! 

ihr *»«** ****** ,wl k Th« 

r;t.“ .»•-*»'*’*** 

t h \ il ..... *. *<« - ***r r 

•’* ** ', Z 'Z~t~ >•■ >«<«***• ** ta * " 

.« I nnn> • ««<"< «'***’ 

to**t*» ***** . 1irt ^ MM p#MM **» 

***** * w ******* * , * k * < , , iDi <rm‘ 4 to ® ****** *** 

PW*’* 1 * 1 . * - gmm «*»** MR toll# 

e)*uti*]r t«Mb#urt* ' * |Wy turf W» ^*1* *# «W» 

******* dits» <** ■* 

*•** *m*m m t**^ f ^ mm 
gi t « ym mm "If 118 *" 



* fc ■>% 4 -* » 




^ ilSf-i & 4 it #: , ,. 

* '■ r>\ *y** «,* 

»»># i ‘$M£ i% > i , # 1 -li*# I,*,,* % * « |L * .,. 

, ’ M 4 ' s *' 4 ‘ • 1 4 '*'***4 t** 

1 v *$** **»£ W 4 A U| . . I 

^ ^ 4 *«•*! 4 ,\ ty mm 

**’*■' ’ ** ■'**** ^ •* m**®4 

J» H-* *>#* ^ j * 4 rfi*St ||g|^ 

.Art#* * , 11 *4 | ***.,* jj, , *, . 

8 .,*., .#.»>« 4 «<« * «Ps*m m0J 

«4 *m*m *«*•» i* , w ^ • #»*,** 

’*”* "*'*• >*--* * —* «•<-«. •*.- ,W 

- '>““ •“»•-« .... .. ... „ ,,, ;< J 

*** K<W t. *RM«**» ,| ^ „ w ,| # 

T" ***** “* "’****•’ '.. .<».. 

■ *»#.. .... .. ... ^ 

"V 4 * «*" r- r»t>M ^ 

*** mJ mm» ^ r * •* W n*»* « . |ifc# 

***■"* is * , * 5k< »•*** «» »* **«■✓*# ** ,. *4 

«»*«* ,%** ** mmh *4 « >;****, 

^ «***♦ l» M<»h II# 
*<(«♦«*#*» ■ **-« u «»|# « , l:te^% 

*** ** rnm m®m f rn tUm I «mm»m W mum. ^ 

J*"* •■"■•*• «■■• f*l 4 * mmm nlm 

U mmi% iim * * ^ 

fT W littt Hi* M I *« * «*•«!*» 

^ ** m mm Ik m 0 

pm mm 0m m hmm «• Mi# Uhmi mfmmtfy* 

*•* 4—4$ «NHMh <HM » l ** * ¥ * mm ** 

■; . / ..; : ' ■ • - 

”" V ? ..... .■■...... : , . 

mmtm ^ 



1 1 h }.!- 1 « mill i# 


1 1 

J’hr ftt*t *4 ihnn, thru, ha* s Iif5c, *nA ■ ■ 

tiulU'f wH.^I * I h* 4 V* s 4 the |j? C4t # • il 

j) ic jurfitt *4 Hu that 4 * let, anti in lH»* 

V || hi n*»i * i Ht« Wit # an l))it«lfH »«i, b »l 
***** # 

,,| | J jp 1 1 H? (u *• s ■* $ 5 i J 6 4 I $ & i * $ l 

j„ , imjti n»n J c '■* *•*!»! *»'.i *Mr«? Ihi( when 3**? 
m aflcn*i'*% n*>i **e« *|*<"A» • 4K».«| r »* sling Sf-c 

«»ICI»I***« •** •**»»«•- ***‘> »"'* ”« M , ' iVi K } ' 4 %is,!4 

| e ,*, s t |t»|4c^*uie l‘< h*» !«-»»*** eng »'■•*• *He U3k .-I 

ll»c He ha* * »>• r 1,1 H»* 

ilnsaes l«. «fi*»4e »*, an ! ulhrt t su« «>..»<• her*'. •«»» 

|K»»» he lake* , H»» •Haii-r*! sv 5 ;m ' 5 kl> —n 1 5 ' it 
| U i« ,4 |*4rtcr.r*» thrl <r •* 1 *■-' ’■'■■'•' > ' - * ’ ' : • 

Ht* e»l*»e**-'^» i* can. *;- <!, *>■•! ‘ •* ** ■ * * ; '• 4 "* 

«>!«;*! » *4 M'*< * • «" * !s " !n h4n * *• Ml a 

*4 •1)1# tH*l He *** «"• iHe lug he**. 

M|M3, »l*l Hi* »4ri* »sr s*.U}4«*! S"-e 

l^lKdl *1*4 '-»!* ■ ! |< **•-** he %» 

| wii will *i*»4 *S»* I*r1l« »< I «»** 

,««» a <«4*i »n. e •■« *s A I ^tmm »» *H* 

»H» '!■»«'#' * «*»** '4 wW «**»*! He 

raw , 1 «» I W»*. l< «* IH** 

mmw *... »UIT‘>**4| i« W**»* i*wwS*» .**« ! * 

ctafl***** l Hi* !**».*» aklurww*!* k»*t9'g * - if 

||,al! i* . 5 v te .« H <*•*.*? 1 * *-»* *1 **K. * H. ^ r,{ ! * 

fmffutt \.»k# *.-»%*> g«r4l« Ms* *4 m» H j .e 

*** *>.**« He «»* 

mdltftrf i* 1 ' *9»iPi«'!e*S li** to**'! « s*h« *“ Ha* lisle. *■"-■! 

tHr»r<- fr *4% * **' * • ^ ^ " ’• ’ 

|k»l il «-* »H« *wr* H* Hi ' » ir*.’ • He »■ **■*.! 



n » * « 


.te*. 1„, ( 4 , *"‘ ^ 

*■4 *“ J * t v *. ( ’’, ' f ' * ' ’ **»***<|p 

♦ * . „„ , * 1 ’* *“ ♦♦oxwiig 

4*. « a jw '* '* * ^ 1 ^ *&*• |B gm-jgjmg 

M, * , ‘ , «, l* )n , * "P 

"•*’ tte ^ ^ * MQf 

**• 2 * M '** •*•*» ft* «» 

s " » <w* i */ *’**•**» 

**’ ,w *-**■* * W4 ** mmk 

# «** hi ?;$ { t ¥ ^ % •* 

««* ■;:; « «• * 

**°**«*i *» <»«»« M . , _•”"* 1 *■«*» «* 

* «*** «*» *»*„„ , * :s **-»*« h» w 

rt*m m * **** *» m*m u 4 « 

»*••*« , tftm hmi 1W 

** *4 *» ♦*„**.,, , *; v is# 

**''** r-***v«« ,„„ mv St . 1 *'••* «*n«a«| 

,w •#**** ^ 1W r^y** ** ****** 

,9l# H^ f ^ i*m 

** ***** tmm 'l * ***** f M 

****** ******* v ** **•* ** ‘«mmm 

w ^ iX*r 1 ** *•-* — «* 

*** ^ *-«• **«» 4 r r^” 

ts » tOm*. ,. ’ ’ “ “ % •*• •** -»» 


Tim . . ^ ^ i 

* k k . t m ^ * 

rnM fc_„.«^ S 


w#«l 4 
to i% 
ton Ml 


• WMMMf 4 *.*w M4 * ,, 

M> *6-^ “ **“ “*' 





CUiUlsIi 


n 

ih«»sc mr.a!» «»| .^nnwiioi, f», wliric Mich 3 
tlH'fttlK'l . « !»., C4H With *<» much C4.C (,»* 

Shakr»jwr;*i «?* »«*( the Sahlc in a „«,• 

I am hi »»<* J*am lh»t l?ie*c imj»erf«j nut 1 »jc» 
mii Im ' *” * } »r l^rmn ! „»«»», bcmuM 

Wf4 cue **h«.» iww ti*r f*«i|sj4n»* t»» know him 
»«!«•.! know Ji •« rnuih ittoie in thi* jMmcular am 
tuiic ii wanting i<* hr like him 

l be s *5 her gentlemen, »hus« ba»r win jcctktn* 
*4 laughs ei have humintt m (hr m, %% «*, Im ir„ w 
having * ‘die ’I 14 * he ha* hi* real name, which 
wnc yraia a*«* he *otfrs ,1 hs» IfirmJ* U> rail!) him 
mil «»l . in I mi «| whnh I hey hem r*tMi W ,'«l hint 
** llh *"*« i} »c* IhmighS had a hettci *muihI m 
« ,w *l *«***|**»»y He i* ih* ftm man >»} *» mciable 
a *&*t 1 fwt knew «*f «|uming the 

dliuirmoiit i»l Mtsi aii«| |4c».*iit® f»r 4 uttong 
»A*m« l« buMor**, sn hi* youth dor ihete «** 4 
time when b« *** yotingji he m m% m *11 the hey. 
ila) r*t»fivr» *4 » ioo*ii*b man m| |*»fltinr, l«il flinl 
tfi# ly with apfmWm, he gtm 
real iff, kick 4 n|» m the moMir o| lint cmjfiey nutl 
Ittfft'd ht* k «|wsn h» |st4»rk* duahl t« think 
»* hi* **««** m bmm: « mka to 

•hull he t.^14 t*4L*i» Mgstigi hi* rtjun,h-hue*r*» mnt 
llwf Ihrit wdlW wigN <w*( n*t «*w <s«§irt 
hr 1| 4 « J«Wgh i» (heir whMi ifc®* « might 
fhem s *low«Sf *|I» *m»M ««Me h*m 

I® h«§* tt*m Unm m * Im pm% trfeh 4 *b>*i 

f%» niii* m a m* * ** AmH *ri ♦, «* 1 « 



n 


OPUJV CIWKil* 



ling pmm% bend# thew, than in a lull if <4, mt 
» hat-headed coachman twhiml them f fl ^ 
M«paU*« hi? few k.tjgti',1 IAr * r «k 

miwI look'd about btm til# a <«#»»« mm , . } . m 
A» b« Milk awl itaikm *rfie» fiml Him » «h* C\ 
company, kk m»f kwmmt, wbcmewr b« 

*0 it, c« Mdl mate himmli the fkMfc ,4 }S 
Awl t M’ matt my be l**4» ap* th« a 
Im wotM life# tun Mwwm * j«t h 

Wttac dwnt 5 * %o laugh Ilian t*< utirt# ifetu 
t» pss life lit#® ttertfer® mart »#% m lt» fo 
ofta t«» mmml hmmlt bf .. * , 

tfeft #lf and M**« <«l 4 «w# in (jwbiott , %n that te 
««»««» w»» to bw, tte he cskfittot ,pn, 
r«VM, With Mi Mini. to ikM few 4 rnt M» 
ager than it® ratty n .j m ifef ttffy lhar 

t§ with a heiglit that it .toeartim«i | a * ctetw 
« t ownnjjbf smites #n*§ti 8 t tag. » ho h t d 

mn **« M MXtli IliiJiseSf . Thmt wWlLk k* 



o H.t.liV OitftiW 


IS 


sil j c „f I he *jn<*u.*i»j hi* 1.1*1 icm»uu-c to la ^nn in 
the laugh HU he ha* g«>» hitmcll off by an in*Mcal 

s.rt.biwc »4 >-»»t *«}’ r * itml >'• s , . 

II 1 were «}*.»hie .4 envy, what 1 have olscrv 4 

«,j I hi* gentleman «"uUI * ertatidy mrttm me \a tt , 
for wire t« get through the ncccMSty rare* »f Ule 
with a it am *4 |4«»uie. a* >*»r heel* in vain rail- 
l„g a iwr u». io give a romUM |wclcf*iHO la the 
bu»iiw» »f the day. and yet he able t» laugh while 
we are about it. *« **«« ancfoiy the «it»ef~ 

vlent reward <4 H. to a MM «< h»f»|4ncM *hh h 
theg«v«*t §w«‘*f*l»r*f moral wto»b*in will «»*>* **«.)> 
tca*h us to e%* oed Whew 1 *|«e»h *4 H»f*fnw*», I 
go no higher than that which » contain'd in the 
world we now irrnd uj*»n ; and when 1 »}*»•» »< 
laughter. 1 don't *in»|4y r»*«« that which every oal 
to capable of. but that which ha* It* wttwibte «***»« 
awl projwrr aeamn, which I* not more limited than 

raeemmetMktl by that WMgmt pblloaopby* 

« t mm mkmm taaoalra. 1 * 1 


When I hwh into my prmmt «M* *»** afterward# 
mm my eye round all t»y Mp**t * *** 

tme |* 4 *r*ult *4 shew that alMttkt m mmmmhlf 
tmm me out *4 a mA m m f $fmi chair, #s a 
U than* »gf«»W* panto* t iwiwtiwc* the 

hatmiim* w »« with, mtem t *Iw*y*»***« lb* 

equal liberty «l tewNi them, »hc» »Jf H**w 
hate duet tM< he*i *1*®* 'bw. 

*T«f • I#*** i 



Now, air, M I ba*» been making my wuy 
above forty yrara (brou^h a irum) <4 care* i^if 
which, by the favour *»f frwhkiM-r, f have |„ tft , 
ettty gm ml of), » « a time «| day h«r m* t„ 
off these fooleries, and »» mt up a m* charartarf 
Can it be worth ray while to **m« my *}»««*, te 
toke my blood, with ttrira** conictttftlaiit -« j*, and, 
pertop*. imtma ray health, in tit# ho»ti«** Mmly 
of advancing myself into the better n| union „f 
fh«e very — very few *t*e men that aw #* «M 
»s I a«if H«h the part i haw «i«t in teal f*f# 
»MI be ill of i pt**, 


•— -iarrarar «4 Mmm, 

Qwth* «h tmwnwwtt. * 


• iim? 


1 will not go m% of ray * bar utter by «t raining 1® 
be wiser than I r«ttbe,or by being »m« after tedly 
p«?nme than I n«ad tw; whatever i mi, in m of 
««i«e wtH know me to be, put on whai di«gt»t*c f 
wl , I can no mote §mt uif ray fnllie* than ray 
Wft, I hate often tfy'4, btil they «tkfc too tkm> 
to m; m m I ittr, my friend* mv divfd«^*«d 
with them M, W hat it tfe* l»#i»i f # 11**14 
Jhm brutal matter of mtfth. they may ,«*4Wy 
be lc*» twnjf at their own M*k* when they have 
** ° W * !»«'*««* to Iftfjt them m MUinteratnre 

en« !lf? S* T* /^ k *»**#*» *« ******** *»«f 

22 *1 ** «wn 

er8 * whose rank wA immm b*t« toWl * «rt *4 



eouiiv cmim 


77 


-t;:; 

',:;y 

nCT ' h ^;:^, b.™ .* 

zi ^ «£»** - '‘'>;«*rr 



, .ha u n«l nu«irf «4 Shat irc^lwtn. I 

. n'*vf f *« exult®*!, mutl M»U want m*tue- 
dUim ho *1 , |p } (l |He ha|*|*Ute** »l hm Metmm 

tvZ » vJ... »w «<«, hi. chU.1,™. « A«« t 

jikj-wga. > ■ yj nt t h«. !,»»|»hy Swf*c 

A, irian n«r hi* death. ««*».! I 4 *) milh U / "* 

^ 

,„. UtnRcr ...miMnton.1.1. . .( *.«'«“ “ , ‘ 

tW W4t the «M»*M be •*« »*» **» ,0 **" 
w tlH, then thrM? cHoartul aWW *T®fJ* «« 

In mir h»H*»n*'** ; »«* th4t <lw ” ' f . im fj,ve 

HI. w» «y. *“<■«« 

m Mf MH*t« *1* M * Ktof»b**» *** mt> 

* i» . ' ! ' = ... 

^ ,4 ****** *«4 #**•" **“* ## * * ** m 

m irnpt**mm *£•**■ m »«*«»*• 

« My tte** **•*•» Mm****'* ** 

*, M „. » to -t»— <— ' "* 



U t can pi «IM rnymli with m>- mi** fo* 
nr« f a plentiful Um hir * n f j* 

thinki me a triflw, f Am i 4c sue *.« |«ra^ m w kJ .« 
their wisdom; k? them «*« tn* ,<*4 » stt5 
utichearfu! tmt , f live t write , white my WiJ . 

*d! « I • „* ,1 . •hr# „ H4htf 
write fetter, I ra« fee him 1^ tfe, h* 
mrt like me N‘«t m , gfml imfMm ttf 
httwieli an fete mate jtfemire m n»*,«,t 5j£ % m 

W '** Sfeke*|m*r ,«»« it| 
**«•«*• If fie * * task tm 

JR* m he 4* M 

Lt k mflmX' m ** lmv 1 ml « hl 

m f tnnt* My p€fhMm, i|# 

XL^**^'^** 

ZT* rk f k ^*«> *• the fe.t |Mf| 14 

y »rtt^ AM)«m mm emr *» *§ i« fe * *»*! ^ 

rJB rS’KiSKS 


► hfe***. 


ksssp'S 5 ^ 

hi a.. *< ••» 

"V: ? r 1 - 



h *> tefc - 



w hah, to »jmmU of myacH a» a l«o*c pbihwophrt. 
I have ihtt't venlur *1 U* imitate : 

„ m«. «hll* my UughiitB MU'* 

Illpsl in »!««• «!**» «WJi»ium lei mr llv«, 

Hniltcf «!»•*«» wtwljr Kn«»» my »<uit» *»‘l gritwi. 


We had oner a merry mniwirh «*f *«« l,wrs * wh ° 
thought thcarf utiie** «» valuable a Mewing. that he 
wnU |,j have quitted one of HU kingdom* where he 
pul'd not enjoy it , where, among tmw other 
condition* they had ty*d Kim t«, hi* «o»ier ^‘jed* 
W ou*d rmt suffer him to laugh on a Sunday , »»»*» 
lh»* thU might not be the avow'd *:»««* »* hi* 
elopement/ I am not mtv, had he had no other. 
Shat thU atone might not have nerv’d h» turn ; at 
te*«, he Ha* my hearty approbation either way; 
for had I been under the wme rcatiktkm* »ho‘ 
my staying were to have made me hU #u«e*»r, 
| «hmt'd rather have < howrn t« follow him. 

U oW far h«« iiiiiject* might he in the right U 
n«»t my affair to determine ; perhaps they w ® r# 
than the (rug* in the fable, and rather fh«*e 
to haw a log titan a work h* their king i ye* * 
hnfaf it will tie n*» offence to wy that King 


*OwHm it ’» •#** tmm to S**#*h wto® 4 *- 

« «%« mA -4 m t*W **<*§• Mwei *» *« 

P mm, mm »*#«4 hr ^***'«** 4 

to* «•» «m 4 *ei 4 to t*km mA m»i w.edm 

M* • I****" 


cm ti s t mm u 


htm«dl Itllisl tmx mmk Imt a % rt y nmpk fifniff 

in hinlory. 

The man who chow* «.«<•» hn g h. ,, r 
!k?i atm '4 |n»iun» I u»»« n» » wew* t„ ,, !r 
only in the quiet alalr *»| agtrrn tier , hr %rgr Ute% 
lli I HIT, but shat) *# MV hf llrrt * \, ia> ^ 

fi*r amusement, - Emdct, takr Wc! * u>% 1 i, m j j 
sttfiig impulse to lails jm|)ri<inrtt<!) , ti therefore 
you are mn a* fund „| w »«g, *. 1 Mn „i al}CS *. |Jlf 
myself in all my light*. y«n» »«*$ turn «»vn ?»„ 
lave* together, ami leave »Ka* foil..-** *„ >i Hm 
who have wore ttilt<*«i!y, and 5c«> 1 , ,|o * jjh their 
time. Uni) ym» hats A* I *** * r t 

m», for amtttcmcni, »,!%■«*..« ? }, (s< s8i% t4hrf 
prince, to the mum gt»*r*»u# thome. tnarh «*,! hu 
empire in what rlnw )m» j4r**r, ft* him «*« tj w 
highest pinnacle of unlmuttaleti !».««« , ami i» that 
state Irt US enquire »nlo fits degfrr » t h 4 |t}UttrM; 
make him at me* the terror and th* mny ,4 hn 
neighbours, tend hi# ambitum m*t t« mm, and 

p«tify it with fame sti<l -Mit.-nr* , hung 

htm mi triumph home, *,»}, g1ml tmiui 1 a|4l%w 
behuwJ him, through th* arclamatt**,* <>{ hi* 

* npmmm hi* «*!»* m }«« UVIJ, « hm the 
wtt ha* been brotiit (mm hi* j*«#§»tr. what *di 
,,, tills •#vy- il monarch intit® m-m 

* that? esaJled fttlixl than t<* be 

lati ^ ‘ If* lbt UMm flatter)** »4 a aiu 
| chtw* to retire, f preamue, to 

™ m p,lV4, ‘* > lhf ^tcmjviatmn *4 h,« gj« f | , 
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It 

. m jp*u will «m>, that well brnmnc* Vm 

* Hul their, in Und }4<%i?ung 
wSirti hr ha* m.nle up hm new msmml *4 happ'- 
iu%'h hrn% mm h* pi ay, will !*r a»hfrd In I hr lalnur 
m*ic tlwti a* it hetmc hi* b%t r\|*r'hti<»» 1 

j; |Mm u hat mm .4i ! n W will Urn unptm nncuf <4 »t 
a|i|«CAt ? Will I? 41 Ur If **m the tuiuiiiMii pinlr <■! 
living «U me hi* iMMMi rnrm) an mju** * Ate 
\n» eve* **« dU/jird Hit It UUr gh*f y that hr think* 
it *i lc** o tine in him i*> Sneak infn the p-aU* r '4 
hi* jniiurly nrightmui* !*r* mi*c hr gave him time 
III lirlrml It* I hall for It *ub;nc* t Irlmmmdi, C* 

pSilililrr the hmi*r «*i a pi m ale nun * «h 4^ the 
mileage **l hunge* ami nn m*»tc cm»t tm«u* 

than | lie favage *4 atithif t*m * f.-et u* e^rti *ti|* 
p<t*c the wukc«l mage *4 the a* t«* Uiat 

jNiint may keep hi* .mnw ipme «piicf . *UU 4 what it 
he In tSti with the infinite *j*nl that hit impcttal 
rapine h&a hfniigHt Itnftic .* 1% lie in tit dk*wn #ii»l 

vainly deck htm*cM with the frwrl.* *hi«h lie fiat 
|4imtierM fiwtt the itrwt *4 another* wh**m wall- 
defence Had rowfieirtl tn 0 j*$**#e him ? let t«* 

not tie haw hi* gluey inin m% k«w * weabnewi 
Wtiit a|>|wi«tr» them me thew thifiln* \nmmtn 
tmnl for ? It thru *4*f *~aSuc in wring lilt migm 
iubjecl* tlare at them. win*? men *mile at them. »t 
hit children play with them t Or can the new 
talent «il lilt 4**mint**ni #44 a mbit tn hi* hapf* 
nem7 Wm nm hi* empire wttl* tmmgh Uefnre to 
do good ill ? Ami can It 4§«M lo hi* delight that 
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now no monarch tu» »»* *, »,*.«» »„ , . „ , 

! ««11M IllCl Hi * 

»«* fmlhet , if even th<- cu.^, A ...... » . 

* ■ • - •» • »*». in 

rc-lgn Midi }«Tm*ct «»fr j*«r«, , r(> , >y ^ ’ 

*!.»)» of |W»tC If <*f {:••>;> ?bc f rn j 
con^irack*. «hwh l»*t h.m m t| Hr , M / 
ih,u» hr* «nh»u.m *.-.i h »,. ,kc -h fm . 

Wh4i «"•*»«»* ** »«* »“• ‘ In «h*s pmm 

eafiijirf then mu*t thi* mon.»,d» |, H J, up 

h»* haj»jitnr** (hat amn mo ej ?* are n* v ct t„ Wf„ y 
tl * l * **• M» immm, * j »n*o»ct {.» ,|» ,»„« 
^rtirty f fir .W, »,* », s«t |>Ur « (I1 

the t««jspt» of In* i»»§iin*»t« 4fc*a#un 0 ,»» * «», ic 
moment*! »mrtrh into hrm**s< «,n painty *h«w 
J ,B * *"'* ^ ^ fe**«maWe f»aj»|»inr*» ran 
r5® »*»•«•« mmwem. «n.l liberty, 

'"bat a mockery o gr ra t»*«* without th«-m ♦ |f„# 

7!7 e W,tt * S «»* «** •* «M m*mar< h 

whiu. h. «»«,„. t., w,„ e l„,M. „ -4 

JJlr U h> * fir ‘* ft,|rur lu 

. y htomll *mi to horrsani**? him into the 

benw„!e ttri , ami joy of ** W y » |„ ,j !lw , 4i Jijs 

'<*• *«*)«,. 1- . »™ -»u.« 
d ^r- w >" * . u,c « 

e * tV i* /*. ^ ******** llam ,hr * wer ' **,<»■ 

^ * « "» 0.4, 

JJrJf 4 . r * * * t,w, « *H*t they 3ra%e him m. 
Bg * “*u * more 

mm Wft **«n him ton tfeuM 

*«« 041, , #<A , 





H 

wh«> arc the dupe* «4 an equally l -* n? -‘ sU ' ■*' 

ambit i"t»- 

My im-»giii*‘li"*» ii *jmU- heated an*! fafrguco •« 
c 1 ici*MI»K “I* lh,s l'hant.-mr .4 fell. it) , but 1 hope 
i t h.n li.it rna.lr »nr »*. fas tmMm.im!...!, a* >"! ?•< 

have allow**! that m Ml the ,b*j>cn*.*t»..«*» *4 
liellCC {be rwnw <4 a «*rat »>»! ullil.m* «»««»! 
in the tn«»*t c Jr v alol *{.»{*• *4 happier** V>. «»- 

I am iw»t orttmg up gaiety again*! m . 

Utir f»r preferring the man *4 J^casw*** {-• the 
|ihib»*o|«hct , hut for shewing that the «i»c*t or 
greatest nmu i* vnv near an unhappy man, ** i - rC 
unbending amusement* f a*n « out ending <**i arc 
rnrf mmefunn *lwiUr*! t*» icJicvr lorn 

Hmv fat I may have over istcd these *»»««? 
menu let gtavrr t » decide . whether ! hvy 
alTum »r reject what I have «»*crl«! hurl* m4 
my purpose ; which i* m»t l*» gmr taw* to «4hcf * . 
hut to shew by what law* S govern mywll ! : if I 
urn miftgtndrd, *«• Nature'* fault. M*d I h*U«w her 
from (hi* |tcr«UA*»m . that m Nature h*» dr* 
tingunddd mrr *j*eete* from the wu»e crwinm by 
mu risibility, her design wurt have Wen by t!*»t 
faculty a* evidently to mine our hsppiiwjs*» ** 
uur ci jtmMtw# ’ (our erected fsecs) to lift the 
dignity of our form above them 

Nutwithtiitltditig all 1 have umL f »l« affa4«l 
there t* an ibt*4ufc j*»wei in *l*f •* wmjdy cao d 
our const it utfcnr that will never admit «l other 

* « » mifUmm 4**$i '* — Om-A M** S ij 
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mla for ha^»»r»c« stun hr, . hi>m * huh , 
we never *u wise »>« *rA. without 
•nee we only ran tc<wr »t , Uwi «SS ihn rov 
and jjrimat* *4 i-hd, ha* W», „»Z 
making a mighty merit „| |.,IU..„,g my ..*« md, 
wu«n, A very natural van.iy f I h„ ugh ,, - 
wine wirt of wu*lwriwn | U know » ,J«c, ,,„i 
pow upon me. Vanity rpm! Ounk 

.t wlat you will that | M * drann ,,,(„ i3m , t „.* 
am tUgreaiuoa, 't« «*,« h>*h , imr , }s , w { 

«h ,i r v n mr " r " ,h ' | " r ' «» »>• 
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here, when I have all the uifc *•> ami hme 

nobody to inlwu|*i **i c**«tta*lfct me, *»»r, i„ 
whatever 1 have a mind *»shc» jar yU *v • 4 
of roe is a pkmmt which n* *»« l*«i #-» ** %Mn 
as myself can onniit ■■ - Hut my 

However little worth notice she tile at % # -,h«4 
boy may be »upfw*ed i« cun«j»*t*, yrt, m th« j*a ; *» 
•ions *if men and chttdreti haw much the 
m«»thv* <’■ n . - slw*i tiUx u, m 

kte» where the elder fs|«niemr# may be *bta 
conceal them; m therefore *fc*t «mr« ttotn the 
boy may poasiWy be a few*** to the *ta»„ I «b*U 
venture to relate » Im «t two that hs^n 4 wink 
I was «iSt Hi tM, 

In February, i4t| $, died King C turte* II , who 
being the only king I had rerr arm, i jtnirmiwi 
(young as I anti) hi* death n«*jlr a «irto>^ 
aion upon me, tut it drew tot* tmm the *?y*» «f 
multmuk., wl, / 1 , • ' •the* tot-* him than I 

IM: but it wm, then, a mm mi mtm4,hu-uim m 
epdoar mmteb m « »teiy, ** in the fomm 
eip ft mt to tan* |« mm mmmrndth §» thk 
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ami feeding Hi* dink* ilt St. Jwow I I «*tk, 

j«huh 3 ha\c ®r«» H*m 4«*| manic the common 

j W «|4** Aih’tv Hm», ami <un*c*|U«nl*y overlook in 
him «h 4 », m * §#mh* «>! <% diffctcnl trmj«rr. they 
Have Hern mil of humous n 
| Hr!}* sctnctnlmng uw more particular 

in ih*»® l line*, Uu»‘ it He cfMitc foreign i« wlia* 
m \1 1 »»* *am) 4 Hy my farther la the 

(|»*l<ri «t U hiicHai! . «Hc*c 1 m» the king ami 
In* i- roftwf the then I Hike <4 York, with 

liiw in l He . ami prevent during I he whole 
tlivliw Jitteh ill»j«en gallon, it **em** for 

Hi* intereM, had that unh»|*j»y prince Imn hi* 

tm l to #**1*1 Sl MKitHcf tu Mr Kith bti 

Iwaii *•* ** utterly »«m» — t »»• proceed to 
ihf H4« I p#**mt*’4 Ip •f* c *k *4 

King Chaik* h«* dtessh wa» }**%<! by ©w 
•chodoMiMet a )■'*»•)"?* ***h)etl I** W l^** H»tsw 
i mm in into * higher him! *4 o*mtk* , he tlmt* 
ion *i* mmtdlf I* tmke hi* tmrnmi w®> 

ili** **t »4 tmk 4 m entirely «** •** m all# 

llir buy« wedv'd wilts aimMiMt M * «wfc 

ihww i hew cAjiAtiiy , end |W the ih#****’ I**' 
s4**wi in hi* «wnM*»»i* they «** »*d A t#e8 f ,t 
my A«u # f mmtvml » iktUm it* Art 1. «h, win* ww 
iM) !«*•«*§ mnI «* 

«mkc* »* ntpdf ratty t» wA i«* 

tferafc h A* ttril *» 1 C mM. I ^ 

tht* Iwnf iM 4»ghf t«1*h <4 hb t^hkh 

nuwln mm m«mm il itd«t«l «*t tht chid «**&» 
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that warn'd me into the undertaking , m ,i ?o Aem 
how very duldidt a I b »4 »| *«» character 

at that tune, I raissed i«» humanity, asm] l,% r „j 
thuie who $€f% d him. t>< »«i h height, ihaj J 
imputed hit death to tin? shock he receiv'd jmm 
the Lord Arlington* being a? the fw»»f .4 ,i mlh 
ab>ut a week before Mm • Thi* mH: u m 

it «»*, I predttc *1 the m%t morning 4!? the 
Iwyj* pleaded their inability, *h*h the master uk 
tatg father *»• a mark *4 their than thnr 

idlcae**, wtily Mwm'd to f*wn«*h by Mmg me »? the 
held Of the form; a prefer merit dourly bought I 
Mrtt Mpftfef had | been to hate sunk my jw 

in the general moftewy «f declining « 
A MOM ttncendortabltt life I b 4 among them for 
t»«y ® day alter! I #4# m jrr» d, laugh <1 at. 
ami hated «» * }■>*, , bastard <%» bwd |*^ »* 

WfWVl who had betray'd the *bule tmm, that 

S*^ 41 **** tT' 1 ***** m< * **i 

Haofer advene 4 me into the 
ttot be amad often take me h*m the achuul t» 

while 

Zl ***,|* * ttef pm may m 

Wttb ttftvydltii^te^ did Mg «*,»*** ^ s ,^ 

Will wi isy j® * a „ 

' ill 
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attempting any thing above the lowest capac- 
ity. tin the Jjd *4 Apnl following, being the 
cunmaiHm^Uy wt the new king, the school peti- 
iuni'4 the master <«r leave l»» play ; to which he 
agree*!. f*ruvi*l»l a«y *4 the boys would produce 
an tUtghth »*kr upon that m vasuin. . . . The very 
ode, I Vn»«r wakes you smile already ; and 
m it due* me . nut only because it mill makes so 
nmny |kru devil* turn wit* uj»n it, but from a 
mufti agteesbto motive ; from a reflection »f how 
little I then thought that half a century afterwards, 

| fttwju d he call'd up«m twice a year, by my post,* to 
make the a»*w« hind of oblations t*» an uneacep* 
tfcmafcle prince. the *«**»«« happinrsa of wh* mo 
reign my halting rhunea arc still **.* unequal to. 

This, ! »«n, i» vanity without disguise ; Suit 
jyr 0 km mitmmnu /«v/.‘ The remembrance 
ul the meter aide prospect we had then before u** 
«n«l have nine# caeajwd % a revolution, b now 
* ftiewtitf# which, without that remembrance, I 
mM m4 m heartily have enjoy’d.* The ode 
f wm ^«U«l of fell to my h*h which in about 
hall an hour I produc'd. * cannot my k wa* 
much above the mmf atyte of ***«» «"« th ® 
day, awl mm the mm> *» *h« % W M lt 


*<Sth»f «#» 

Si., -»* ' ! 


f$tt Imh*® m At Am* «f 
i ••• dM«d ft tWomdMn *t J* 

iJastfh-"--WT-"'** - * 


1 ^ mi .,4 M amhm «f *Tht aWwr h 

to«tf N» to mmmi) taftf «• *e r»»oa*»« 
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was it serv'd to get the acted a j*layttj*y, awl to 
make me not a little mm u|»n it ; »hkli hm 
effect eo disgusted my play fellows that they kfi 
me out of the party I tel mm. a mtmf in be ut m 
that day's recreation. Hut their ingnmimle serv’d 
only to increase my vanity, im X c«n»*frt «l them 
a* to many beaten tit* that tel just had ih* 
mortification of seeing my tel of ,» Pegasus 
come m before them. This low jw»*w«n >* m 
rooted In our nature that numcttme* rijwr tend* 
omnot govern it. I have wet with much the 
same silly sort of coUnnii cwu from toy *,is*o 
temporaries of thi theatre, from having tf»# »«. 
perflwtus opacity «f writing myself the * temim 
I have acted 


Here, j*rbsj*%, f may again am !«» be vain, 
hut if all these facte are true #4* true they atet, 
how an I help it f Why am f oblig'd to mmml 
them? The merit of the best of them it not *© 
extraordinary a » to ba« warn'd me to hr nkt 
upon it ; and the pmlm due to them is *» 
a fish, it mm scarce mnb while t « throw my line 
into the water for it, ft | mf ¥#w|lf 

while a boy, can it be vanity, when a mm. to m 
Waite it? Ami if I have a totesble tmmm. 
will not tb.tr m much belong u my pkmm m m 

\ , Irt * wte f haw men. 

tewed, I wood observe only tte,~»tfc*i wte.it we 
re mmmi of tb« km t myrnmlm merit In 
«a sbou d tec >t wiweb * m to i'rmeeal 
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the value we act ujunn it *• •! it were a real defect. 
'f«j be elated «*t vain ujwtt it t* shewing y«ur 
money Six?lt*fe pc*«pl* in want ; ten l« »ne but 
mtm w hd may think y«u u* Have too much may 
berm*, or pk'k your |"*krt bdorc you get home, 
lie «rh«> a**umr» jxralac to him*eH. the work! will 
think «mp»y* hwiacll. Keen the tuapirion of 
hdng might a* much !« 1* dreaded a# the 
guilt »t«lf C*w»r *m «d the »me opinion m 
regard m m wife** eteaiMf • llro * i! 

|r «ur due, t* nut IUm a tank toll, t« be paid upon 
t» he valuable it *»u»t he voluntary 
When we a## dund tor «» «* have » right ami 
privilege to retows il II cott»pwl*te« taUt* »!**»< 
,1, it tan only he |«M, a* §wn*euttot» in point* of 
f4»h ♦*» in a counterfeit coin. And who ever 
believ'd ©cra**m»l ftmlormtty t“ he 
Hero, the »«*f vain ioxc«mb of a tyrant that ever 
breath'd, ow'd ml rntoe an unfeigned applause of 
hi* harp hy mStitwy ««* «tfc»n i mm where ptiAm 
m deserved, iilautwrr ami iC 4 to<mceit fpiesiun® 
that twU a majority of «**»Wwl) wBJ with Urn 

mlmutut p* with *Mf »*»? lhan tlw f 
bat** M«n *d the grmmm mmlt, m far*** 1 ** 
mm *ua they die M*m the wwhi wil Wdy m»e 
up their mv*. touted y«t ka« ;* ***** 

tor pm toll due, it to \m mhm 

you am ineipM# M «ifaf«§ *. 1tien ^ f5w ^ 
even wafee tdwM Heap I* 1 * 1 ®* MI** f mt 
(ho* m M f*m **k*« but that yow surviving 



» a ooutv cmmtt 

competitors my milcr h> * . Tk 

from the tome principle that *,!>■» *tull h„* e 

a thwa»S wader* «hcrc iw**c fr m hat me 

,e ” thef<r,nfc *«nw 4; length tn n w 

tetynal mmkn ml a,» m<«? c *j e f» rsalrs | s mf ,g aw . 

th<*r, I never took upon th<»*« !»«r* 4 * nulk* 

mmm to me (t m he k»»** | « r vc* ,»rm„k**| «, 

tot profit to fsimsett. line «f k™ * * , l “ 

♦« JL. * ,l “ l** M, t* «»»« he 

« have many reader* lie cmridcra *h*t mv 

X timSS T mm % " Hmn %hm th,m *‘ f 

. ***** to 'hr k Wr , 

ktnelr^fT 1 ^ f%hl W * ,w «* 9 iuk At the 
wit always hr a *»«# tew *j ,**» t 

mimi to ra tj- k L , Wtil * 

3? i , fe h<W 111116 «•***«». «*l that ?,* 

imh#nsfA % *»* ««*i then mten»per». 

R those merry orifice* 4 old 
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l« ihcu U»lr. s* a |*»cce «l quite light poetical 
»tj»H 

|l u j «•> 4 Hill® 5 m 4 §*n*etfy » i he greatest crime 
he J4)» to my that nr. 1 am wiSHng in *ub*cribe to 
Isi* »t*m»n «4 n * T'het tin* ***rt at wit l» one of 

* it,# .|.=*i M-mit** <*» tW»t, afcfcfc, «|> la itt* lima of 

Af | «r Ik * 4 ** *. I m ’ A|* J,, ’« > ' i‘«T* *» 4 *. mm* *» «*» 

** | ina«fc #4 ■ 

| $*>•«# f 

I w $mtkm * 5 MW& to %4 gtw 

^..^1 f||*j|M %«f f NMti Md I#**# » H«*WI »i (imc«i 

il 1 ^* 4 , ■# m ! ;f%|f"' 4 , tola**, <*WL *#* f»»* 

fl ****** 9U**k*i* t'*#qp**** uml Cisfimllkt 

a m*tk* * % Mm. $■&**"*< «• **#*& * 

— mrnrnm^mmm, Ifrmk l 

* &&» f«g% $*»* 4 ** *wt b*f% 

4 H 4 ## W 4 «4 fto*" 

^ , 4 Nk«mm§ «dnftali» toi ML |ifi J** 


|(| ill* * *«*»«* m f *•«•* JUtMtffcttrt " Um»# •*** «*• ^ lw ® 
j jym»| I# * #***<* »*• «♦ ^ton *"*## **• **• 1 

» 4w| ?k#?fe «*tf * *©§f *NWH W 

fat # |*fc I tffetf MAftiMrt I# to - l**f * ml «?*S 

| # il^ ' f%^t *4 ffr# fmmm 4 itocifc *f H«WCt W$i\ 

CM* m **i**Mf i*»tf** t* n mmm ii« **•* 

- 4*4 t#Sf# I ***» lw* tit twmik» ** # 

f « p!^# gfttltf <wrt 

• c n*«S «w * !*<«**» ^ *»**«• **** im to 

•» to Ih# Wtefiif 

r»*k M, «, » AM M He » »#* ** ** w ' 

I *iifc -»*** »W< ** t «•» iw rk«»lta» ® !S ‘ 

LtT J^U" i ~ « - j-r* ”“ 

r£Tm~ - a- 
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the easiest ways. tew, of j4e«w«g the general*)' ,»f 
reaclen is evident from the nenfortahlc mUuicnce 
which our weekly retailers »«t politic: k* have been 
known to pick up, were!) by making buhl with 
a government that had unfortunately nested t» 
find their genius a better employment 
Hcnc * too, arises all that ibn jwvrtiy ,4 €m , 
iure^and invective that m often bm n nm m mr 
publick paper* upon the success of n new 4uih»»r, 
when, C*od knows, there i» *ei*|»m imig 

writtar among hundreds m bring at the same tune 
whow Mpi man of common «eti%r ought t«» he 
mov'd at. When a master in the m i* angry 
thm, indeed, we ought to be alwmd ? How ml 
nbk a wmpm is satyr in the hand .4 a gf « t 

rr wi *t ikm% huw ifo,t * ** 

to misuse m Hm to, when gmm* I, ,t may «*. 


^*»F Wi*sw|m 1 | ms. 
Mm. m wmm », iMt * ^ 

T mS? ** ? w •* wh*» Ilk#, M. twr 

f fattM fur far jfa» « pm % * 

ww *k#< fc« 

£ ClStT ?*"**‘**» t* 

»4 tb*L *<£**** ***“♦« k# 4lad *• 

JJf* ««k PM I, m** g M 
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liifiti i*uf ib<*hi*i *'f what c fiwiikii It may inflict 
!»y livtttK angrily jant tenter,* i» pcrhapt above my 
r«n l'» t<> deter roMte i *h*H. therefore, only beg 
| eaw j 4 , 4i)irrjw«« ** Hat I feet for others whom it 
«»»>■ imm-mdlf lave fallen uj*»n When I read 
mortifying line* **f out most eminent author, 
in bta rbaracte* of Alt*»* * t All icua, who*® genius 
in mtm amt wlwoc momltiy in proac ha* been » 
iiirtly admit d). though I am charm'd with the 
jioeity, my troagtruttion i* hurt at the severity of 
w.'atid the* I attma the aatyrtat <« have had per- 
m !md ptmmMkm, fm, methtaka, for that very 
tmmm hi? might «*« <*» have troubled the publick 
with ti, for, ** it » obaanwd in the a**d Tatim 
1 1, a n term* «4 wprort. when the sentence ap- 
p^r* m «*** from praoal Hatred or p«ion, it is 
0,4 |het> made the «**•« of mankind, but ft mbun> 
between two person* ** Hut t! such 
Iteif ^ «ttyr h» l»* i»a»nt«atable great new, « 

tt* tempter y bright**** w#y w* mi * } ‘ s4tl lnfa f or 
*it% into * Wrhofou* tenitatka of fca verity, 
tbett f h«ve o*ly admir'd the vest m. «d ^P 01 ® 
my W |< |»f bringing them wader *» scrupulous a 

»>« lt"> I** wWch ,h * ? d 

,lw« «,«•.*.« ■» *<• K «** ‘ , "“ y * 

, , . A ■■ mmt “Wm fct «*y» U*< *U 

H ^ 4*m< df a t*«J« 

£ JH * »eimfc» *****•““ , , VAitom tt * Mr 

-rttJL.ju tttiirr'- ** «•«***** df Mb**# ** * *® r 
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in finding that this inimitable writer, m he ad. 
vances in years, has since had candour enough* to 
celebrate the same person for his visible mvtk 
Happy genius! whose verse, like the eye of beauty 
can heal the deepest wounds with the' least gf.oJ 
of favour* * 

Since I am got so far into this subject, vm , 
must give me leave to go thro* all I have a 
to say upon it ; because I am not sure that in a 
more proper place my memory trwy he so full 0 f k 
I cannot find, therefore, from what muon satyr |» 
alow d more licence than comedy, or why either 
of them (to be admir'd) ought not to be limited by 
decency and justice. Let Juvenal I 

anes have taken what liberties they please, if L 
learned have nothing more than their antiquity to 
justify their laying about them at that enomLui 
rate, I shall wish they hid a k«*, m u * 

tt '”' ^ Imml ndicti i or 

r« l.y t nc r 7 • " "!“ % »“"* 

inriahtnf!. ' thinkm to 1* pleaded 

c W 1 . our modern liberties of the kind 

expressbnfwTaeemsT * T* ** * VWy 

lively entertainment kt f W * PM<ter h ^ s »* « 
nn^Irrr , ? nt 1 but 1 **» «*»« mmot h i» 

IT " 

“t;Wty cany »«te troth 1« 
^syem«twifh 
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us which we give to the laughing ironies of a cool 
head. The satyr that can smile eimtm pmcmiia 
tmfit, and seldom fails to bring the reader quite over 
to his side whenever ridicule and folly are at vari- 
ance. Hut when a j>cram satyris'd is us'd with the 
extreameat rigour, he may sometimes meet with 
compassion instead of contempt, and throw back the 
odium that was designed for him upon the author. 
When I would therefore disarm the satyrist of this 
indignation, I man little more than that I would 
take from him all private or personal prejudice, 
and wou'd atilt lave him as much general vice to 
scourge »• he pleases, and that with as much fire 
and spirit as art and nature demand to enliven his 
work and keep his reader awake. 

Against all this it may be objected, that these 
are laws which none but. phlegmatlck writers will 
observe, and only men of eminence should give, 
I grant it, and therefore only submit them to writ- 
©r» of tetter judgment. I pretend not to restrain 
others from chasing what I don't like ; they are 
welcome (if they pteaise too) to think ! offer these 
rule* more from an incapacity to break them than 
from a moral humanity, Lei it be so! still, that 
will not weaken the strength of what I have as- 
serted, if my assertion be true, and though I allow 
that provocation to not apt to weigh out its resent- 
ment* by drachm* and scruples, 1 shall still think 
that no jmbUck revenge can be honourable where 
it to not limited by justice ; and if honour to insa> 
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tiable in its revenge it lo»c* what it com end* for 
and sinks itself, if not into cruelty, at least | mo 

vainglory. 

This so singular concern which f Ian- »hcwrt for 
others may naturally lead you fowls me what I fori 
for myself when I am unfavourably treated by the 
elaborate authors of our daily paper*.' Shall I t» r 
sincere? and own my frailly f Its unwl effort i» m 
make me vain 1 For I conakler if f were quite 
good for nothing these pidler* In wit would n«t 
concern’d to take me to pieces, or foot to be cra»? e 
so vain) when they moderately charge me with 
only ignorance or dulnet*, I tm nothing fo 
which an honest roan nec<l be a sham'd of.* There 

W« nfotL T'! 80Ul Wb ° ^ th0m »t«» 
hers of the brain are neve r by the I mm 

harmful thought, and I am sometime* tempted to 

* Davies ("Dram. Mm„ n Ml uii mm , * it 

rr « *• 7Z - 

md other periodical papers." * * n “ r ****»» 

varmiyoo^trj ** * *** ** pm ** m *• 

rHuSr ywtmL Ijlmvlt! 7‘7 **** * v * " ». » 

arts, not one tittle I " ‘ fr > r hk 

.«»i 1. .Kith 1™ i,[( TO | „ „ „ , “ , , ■», . - ......... 
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think those retailer* of wit may be of the same 
claw; that what they write proceeds not from 
malice, but industry, and that I ought no more 
to reproach them than I would a lawyer that 
pleads against me ior his fee ; that their detrac- 
tion, like thing thrown upon a meadow, tho* it may 
seem at fir*! to debit m the prospect, in a little 
time it will disappear of itself and leave an Involun- 
Ut y crop itf praise behind it. 

When they confine themselves to a sober criti- 
cism upon what 1 write, if their censure is Just, 
what answer cun I make to it * If it is unjust, 
why should l suppose that a sensible reader will 
not see it, a* well as myself ? Or, admit I were 
able to expose them by a laughing reply, will not 
that reply t*cge! a rejoinder f And though they 
might be gainer* by having the worst ©n’t in a 
paper war, that is no temptation for me to come 
into it. Or (to make both sides less considerable) 
would not my bearing ill-language from a chimney, 
sweejwer do me low harm than it would be to box 
with him, tho* I were sure to bent him I Nor 
indeed I* the little reputation I haw as an author 
worth the trouble of a defence. Then, as no criti- 
cism can possibly make me worse than I really 
am, m nothing I out say of myself can possibly 
make me better. When therefore a determin'd 
critic! «wm® arm’d with wit and outrage to take 
from me that small pittance I have, I wuu’d no 
more dispute with him than I wou’d resist a gun* 
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tleman of the road to save a little pocket-money,* 
Men that are in want themselves seldom make 
a conscience of taking it from others. Whoever 
thinks I have too much is welcome to what share 
of it he pleases. Nay, to make him more mere!- 
ful (as I partly guess the worst he can say of what 
I now write), I will prevent even the imputation of 
his doing me injustice, and honestly say it myself ; 
viz,, that of all the assurances 1 wait ever guilty 
of, this of writing my own life is the most hardy. 
I beg his pardon 1 impudent is what I should 
have said I That through every page there run* 
vein of vanity and impertinence which no 
brench ensigns memnim ever came up to; hut, 
as this is a common error* I presume the terms of 
floating trifler, old fool, or conceited coxcomb will 


carry contempt enough for an impartial censor to 
bestow on me ; that my stylo is unequal* jtert, and 
frothy, patch’d and party-colour’d like the coat of 
an harlequin ; low and pompous, crammkl with 
epithets, strew'd with scraps of second hand Latin 
from common quotations; frequently aiming at wit, 
without ever hitting the mark ; a mere ragmwt 
tow d up from the offals of other authors. My 
subject below all peat but my own, which, when- 

ggg** 11 wM k! alw ^ «*'««• let.. «*w m Mmd 

** «* » *»«, I ft* mmh* 

* 
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ever I keep t*», is flatly daub'd by one eternal 
egotism. That I want nothing lint wit to be a* 
accomplish'd * f ««*«»!> here m ever I attempted 
to expose on the theatre. Nay, that thia very con- 
(eMkm is n« tiMirc a sign **i my modesty than it i» 
a proof of my judgment ; that, in short, you may 
roundly tell me, that — Ciiuta tor Cibber) tmit 
wditri- €i 

w Whm humbto CI«m» criM, Vm %mm mi f#w* 

You itiif brfitiNi W*w ti« l# rt*Ily m H 

Well, Sir Critick 1 and what of all thi* ? Now 
I have hud myself at your feet, what wilt you do 
with me f Expose me ? Why, dear sir, does not 
every man that write* expose himself ? C m you 
make me mure ridiculous than nature ha* made 
me I You cou‘d not sure suppose that 1 wi*uld 
lose the pleasure of writing because you might 
possibly judge me a blockhead, or perhaps might 
pleasantly tell other people they ought to think me 
so too. Will not they judge » «*H ««*» what 1 
say as what you say I It then you attack «« 
merely to divert yourself, your memo for writing 
will bt no better than ndiM. But pwtap* you 
may want bread: if that be the case, «vm» go to 
dinner, I* God's name 1 * 

If mr bent authors, whin t«Wd by these t rift erst, 

Ms MS* tmm m Pegs,* % »*» P f » CMm ##|* * * ***** »m* 
twwWy fsn**sg few* b *sr tWff ■ * *IW#r*, I 

aettr «kh m kart, m *• gw* Ut*w *** dwfl* ***•**>" 
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have not been masters of this indifference, I should 
not wonder if it were disbeliev'd in me ; hut when 
it is consider’d that I have allow’d my never having 
been disturb’d into a reply has proceeded ,m much 
from vanity as from philosophy/ the matter then 
may not seem so incredible : ami th«* 1 confess the 
complete revenge of making them immortal dunces 
in immortal verse might be glorious* yet, if you 
will call it insensibility in me never to have winc'd 
at them, even that insensibility has its bappinew, 
and what could glory give me more ? * For my 
part, I have always had the comfort to think, 
whenever they design’d me a disfavour, it getter* 
ally flew back into their own facet, m it happens 
to children when they squirt at their playfellow* 
against the wind. If a scribbler cannot be m«y 
because he fancies I have too good an opinion of 
my own productions, let him write on and mortify ; 

I owe him not the charity to be out of temper 
myself merely to keep him quiet or give him L . 
”° n r ;“ ^y.canl see why anything mkmpm. 
sented, tho beliovd of me by persons to whom 


Author imttA. f) I tf ul k 
temper, with all »y heart » 7 %, 

CitL, p. , 3 . y "*• " t%i ***' «**. mfm 

rJ ***’ !*• * «»** 






COLLEY Ct&BBR 


m 


i am unknown, might to give roc any more concern 
than what may he thought of row in Lapland ; tis 
with those with whom I am to live only, where 
my character t an afictl use ; ant! I will venture to 
say, he must find out a new way of writing that 
will make me pass my lime there lea* agreeably. 

you see, sir, how hart! it is for a man that is 
talking of himself to know when to give over ; but 
y you arc tired, lay me aside till you have a fresh 
appetite ; if not, I'M tel! you » «°ry. 

In the year iyjO there were many authors 
whose merit wanted nothing hut interest to mom- 
mewl them to the vacant laurel, and who took It 
ill to see it at last conferred upon * comedian ; in* 

sotmich, that they were resolved at least to shew 
specimen* *4 their sujwnor pretensions, and ac- 
cordingly enliven'd the publtek papers with ingen* 
lout epigrams and tttyrfad flirts at the unworthy 
successor.' These papers my friends with a ww ked 

• TO# km spigrMi hi that wtoh CWw (“ Ls*U* “ *?**• 
}9) sitritmu* i# P*p# » 

** t® tmftf *M fc«al*#4» H wo *** * **!*% 

TOe M*»§ tot to pw*. wad alas to IsoL 
m mm wtfm m t«g»i V4 Mm jpm m Mm it, 

TO*i Cither «# sstts teak tm fesf *wt ter ?»«• 

Setter job*** A® mm aa •$**«*» e* "•*“ ** 

Mm tow. sawssflae Feed* 

- Arnitmt *M «*»!«# ^ **"»*• 

Ami wm (sskep Whm*» » 
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smile would often put into my hands and desire 
me to read them fairly in company; this was a 
challenge which I never declin'd, and* to d»* my 
doughty antagonists justice, 1 always retd them 
with as much impartial spirit as if 1 had wnt them 
myself, While I was thus beset on alt tides, there 
happen'd to step forth a poetical knight-errant to 
my assistance, who was hardy enough to publish 
some compassionate stanzas in my favour, These, 
you maybe sure, the raillery of my ft lends could 
do no less than say I had written to myself. To 
deny it I knew would but have confirmed their pre- 
tended suspicion ; I therefore told them, since it 
gave them such joy to believe them my own, I 
would do my best to make the whole town think 
so too, As the oddness of this reply was, f knew, 
what would not be easily comprehended, I desired 

<3r« Georgia acts let tuneful Cibber *ta* j 
For nature form'd tbe poet for liw king " 

** S&mmii, I, 149. 

In “ Certain Epigram*, In Laud *ml Prato of the Gentlemen 
of the DuneM,* p. 8, h s 

“KrimuM XVI, 

A QumBm by AMmmm 
T#U, U fm em, whteh <&} tb« mm 
Caligula* or (hr-HaV {Ur*»fM»'*j| gr^uf 
That uwtu a. <mm& «f a borne, 

Anri this * taroiM# ef m 

fly W S » ***■ » suffer ofwft hi*, 
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them to have a clay** »•«* 1 mt f d * ,r ‘ Bl *" 

fX aimn to »* • «’■ * B lww *** ^ 1 

"SZ teller, with — doggerel Mm> « «*« 
bottom : 


« TV rti#/A#r **/ Mr IWrfrW/ 

** St« *, — The venet to the Uunsrt in ymin o( 

Saturday U«t have uecmtkm'd the loUownig * 
which t M» yo«’H *«• place * ^ 

shew that we am be quick a* well » ««f l «**** a 
"Z „«**.. tnd, t think « the S-« 

LJ k «,! » t«*nd.d .<• make Wa «<* »» *•» » 
chMm€ ter in print without tubteflbinK the urn 

nZTui the anther. I therefore **« « *• 

rml it ^ wherft live*; 

STC w i l ^ ^ ** *• ttther 

,u„ .*,«* „# Your wrv««t* 

timn that Pajm>lay. 


“jfrwiipt /* 1 **♦ tyj®* 
Thoie wtre the tenet : 4 


*. 


m A % mi »ir eo 8 .lt *•****•* 
thr mm d«M w wrrfrr 
Ami wmrtftt *«* ** mm 0 f 

Ko, d»*t*» wo * **». 


',T' 1 
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II. 

*' Nature ami »n in thee combine. 

Thy latent* hni excel : 

Ail « Inning twist iIhmi dnxi outshine. 

To play the thea! k> well. 

m. 

** Who see* (hex in laga’t pan, 

Httl thinks thee Mich a rogue? 

Awl i* not glad, wlih all hi, h*«n. 

To hang mi sad a dog f 

tv, 

« When Hap then ptny’M, thyself then art 5 
Fee that by mum At, 

Me htoekbwt belief mite the put. 

Than such * coxcomb wit, 

v, 

“ In WioitghMd too, thy twain* me net. 
Who might do well si pfaugh , 

As fit far 1‘art lament mm he, 

A# far th# htend, then, 

n, 

«* Bring thy poMcied «mw tmm em% 

And try it on the stag* j 
There it will make mmk totter iport, 

And mt the fawn fa r*g«, 

m 

** ^ Md wit* end rite a«<t urosm, 

Where htefag** net 
Will *hw tMr pan, fa thy 
AwS wb} »t fa tto *»4. 
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„ JUl». aS» * in v*'« 'g*iu»l lh«« «• «*»*•. 
{« vain ilty *«*• »* »««*? 

(Iiif »!wr|*** **l)f *• rfwijib*. 
f m „ blood ! *«aml ll #i!.* 


uTbwwWr. *si» **W. »b* !»««! sjmm** i 
, Nought but s% tAmi III 

Awl |«* — O cu**l. j»woM»g »“ r »5 
•fhy comfort I*. iIh* ha** *** 

Thi», air. I offer a* a pr«ot *Hat t w»* * cvcn 

ve&r«'»iP* the «“»** mM ctm,W * te luf llw f 
which 1 would *»» I* thought ; you wU1 *"* e * wi ^ 
nppoio I cnuW have muth concern about *U 

while, to gratify the worry !*»«« «* «/ 

I wa* capable »»f aoemini »<> bewi 5htt P ,e!,iA ’ 

cry then again* «*. ■ w * a ** lh<! ..TthThofr 
never kiting the fmMick know till tto tor 

that thine vent* were written by my mil hot 

do I give them yon a* an entertainment, but 

merely to Am» you tMo pmimlm to « »f 

te *When t have mM thin, I told *«* J** ** 
thought affectation in ma when 1 ^ ***** 
man worthy the name «* *» *f^ r 
faulty writer than my wifi that l m to toftar 

UltablM *imrw *■ *• * toj** " «. - M» 

»Tbto *h*^» ** mm *hww* Om# **• 

******* 
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■* Nature ami 411 in the* *umh\ Uw, 

Thy YAlcniA hern snarl : 

All shining bra#* than rfosl onMddnt, 

To play itict chiral wt well, 

\u 

“ Who mm iltge in Ugu’« juui, 

Ihil thinks lh(NR &m;h a fugue F 
Ami h ncil gfod, with n\\ bin heart. 

To hang m oml a ring | 

iv. 

" When Day* thou play"*!, 1 hfmU thm art* 
For that, by m\uftf Hi, 

No blockhead fo&ner miu ih«? jpt, 

Than eimh a rottcoftot* wli* 


v, 

11 ^ WroMghwwl um t ihy tmlrrn m m*k 
Who might do wtd ai (^hi 
Aa fit for Farifomrro wa* tw* 

An for Urn fourth Uwhi. 


Vlw 

M *hy pfOteiMl van* fern eomri, 

And try It on ifo? aiagc) 

Tlitm It will make moth hti!$r apart, 

And mi the town in mpt... 

m 

H There bent** and wim am) tint m& turn, 

w h m htaifl^ not mgM» 

%km thdr m thf fam% 
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.. mi. *»* ! »« v4i» v»n»i u»e« m wrUe « 

In v^U* ill)* visum? we tmwH 
Out *Juf|W*t Mlyt’A ihy tlchglo, 

J.*,,{ l.liHul ! Ill Mil'll MimmI ll «!••* 


it Tlomdor, ’ll# mM« *l via lawal spare# j 
Ni.tifjlu Ini! ll»y brow* covhl M»*t ,l 1 
Ami yd - 1 * curst, |«ow*l#jj t*iar« 1 
•fliy n iiulurl Ui ito** hast ll* 

This, »ir, l offer m a proof that 1 was seven 
w * r * m a» the mtm cold candidate for lm%c 
which 1 would *UU he though! ; you not easily 
auppuiti I could have much concern about it, 

while, to gratify the merry pique of "»y (nc,u! '*’ 

| W aa capable of seeming to head the poetical 

cry then against » l l,HS mm twn f °* 

b»N "•» ."'MW, X"« '* “ 7' 

that these versa were written by myself, 
do 1 five them you ** an entertainment, hut 
merely to shew you thb particular awl of my 

^ When I have mk\ thin, I would not have it 
thought affectation in me when I grant that no 

man worthy the name of T ( a f Jm not miister 
faulty writer than myself; that I a • 

1 A tin* to ite »• «*» M »«#!«»«»" m 

»Ty« atM/ss* l« Uw* stew* iten CAtwr •-# 



of my own language ' I too often feel when 1 am 
at a loss for expression, I know loo that I have 
too bold a disregard for that correct m:™ which 
others set so jusl a value upon, This I ought 
to be ashamed of, when I find that persons, » w „ 
baps of colder imaginations., art? allowed to write 
better than myself. Whatever I uj^ak of ar ,y. 
tiling that highly delights me, I find it very difii* 
cult to keep my words within the bound* of 
common sense. Even when I write, too, the nine 
failing will sometimes get the better of me; of 
which I cannot give you a stronger- instance than 
In that wild expression I made use «f in the first 
edition of my preface la the *■ Provok'd Husband,"" 
whore, speaking of Mm. Oldfield's excellent per- 
formance in the |»rt of Lady Townly, my words 
ran thus, viz,, " ft Is not enough to say, thnt hero 
she outdid her usual outdoing,* 1 * A mogt vile 


* Flakllng Iim many eMrewelj? goad su*tks m CH 
stylo mul language, Fm Iwimmm i 

"V h “" h *? **'* ******* * *n«i «p«« . . . simu »!»,, 

in! *“«** l* "" **' in> " «"* «* t» fug- 

miurn ' ml, f ^ V S ** *• WkKrtJ 

nnn er . Winner book t* w til m m wt , w UtuuNure h wrti In 

InTtitfllW, <' hh fT k M !" m mkm if f* Wiii 

«» isngitth, — asd April, if *«*, 

whft wii,.Jl, .i mar yagrapliy, fet mys,i »T1,w, 

svsn mC huH^T* f ,h * ***** ^ «mI 

fercod Colli,* "*”* to **** P*P* of Ml beek, 

wrcM qolloy Cibber to writ* fegfah* 

..iiiliSsaLr r - * * *-■* 
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Unde, I grant ill You may well ask me, How 
could I possibly commit such « mmUmmm to 
paper? And I owe myself the shame of cimfw* 
imr 1 have no excuse for it but that, like a luvet 
in the fulness of his content, by endeavouring l* 
be (luridly grateful 1 talk'd nonsense. Not but 
it makes me smile tu remember how many dal 
writers have made themselves brisk upon this 
single expression ; wherever the verb, outdo, could 
came in, the plen*mu accusative, outdoing, was 
an re to follow it. The provident wag* knew that 
r teem rtMiia plmeret t • so delicious a morse could 
not be serv'd up loo often. After it Had held them 
nine times told for a jest, the publidc has been 
pester'd with a tenth skull thick enough to repeat 
it Nay the very learned in the law have at last 
taccUoualy kid hold of it. Ten yew rtcr It hr« 
came from mo it aen*d n imliwn U» < =l«l«"« ” 
an olaquent pleader More » Han* of *■ *■■»* 
What author would not envy me so frollcksome a 
fault that had such publlck honours pud to ' K 
After this conidousnes* of my real defects, ye 

will oMiiy Mh *1 »»" 

poetical labours may outlive tb<SP M W «« >rtW 
contemporaries,* '- L 

MDaddM repeUta A***®®' 3 J* 

• <> Par Uwujjb#* • .iMfc pirtaiMP tWs*, 

No riiyiaW W Hb« WebWtl d®*, 
ms muta bdmM-yw *k»l M 
ms t«ur«t lsav^ M» far b«Ulnd, 

.k-, smUL m &» pmtr» t « A*WV' : kMm 
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At the same time that I urn m humble in , ny 
pretensions to fame, I would tint be th»m K ht if, 
undervalue it ; nniure will nut suffer m to dv»pjs C 
it, but she may sometimes make ua u«, fo m | J it ' 
I have known more than one good writer very 
near ridiculous from being in ton much heat about 
it. Whoever intrinsically deserves it will »lwny« 
have a proportionable right to it. It on neither 
be resign’d nor taken from y,», by violence. Truth 
which is unalterable, must (however his fame may 
bo contested) give every man libs due. What a 
poem weighs it will bo worth ; nor is it in |j, c 
power of human eloquence, with favour or i.rd, 
iKhce, to increase or diminish its value. Prejudice 
, 13 tnie ' ,11a > r awllile discolour it; but it will* 

whiTiWrncvm n| f' 1 n nl l °i ^ ct|U,,y of ^ 

f here fore when, I see an eminent author hurt 
and impatient at an Impotent attack umn ht 

t u ? 110 * MhSSr 

I have made onlhl,'’ 1 11,0 **»ur»bto Judgment 
see ] | , 0-iti quite uneasy to 

not 'himself \o°be Jud^^n ***" 

own it seems to me 
ijSsillQ®^ ft writ is aPMr , 
■l «njetr“ ®l,!i , : l ' 0U !;. er ? cl,M : «» rm 
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becomes low ami Wile.- Hr that m\i to no 
cc|Wn « must l« mHci. r..hbd vi hi* doe !•«*« 
lftK.1* have a* *«*» a H*M »« ** render* »» men 
c ,( st ;iise have, ami why w* l« give ihctr jodr 
na .,„ s i, KI ? Meihhtk* it would he a wl t4 
tyranny in wit ter an author to he jniblkkly J»«l 

ling every argument to death that want'd «i»‘«*t 

hint ; m absolute a demand lor npprwbrtkm* fntf* 
m upon our right t« diapnic it : \**k* *• mmmb 
the reader's projwrty aa wit i» the authors, 
applause is i«* a la* paid to him ® a prince, hoi 
rather a benevolence given to hint a* * beggar, 
and we have naturally more charity lor the dumb 
begpr than I her iturtly vm* Th* mmil m * 
writer and a fine woman'* to are never mended 
by ihdr talking of them. ^ How amiable h dm 
that seems not to know aha i* handsome l 
To conclude, alt I have said upon this iubjeci 
li much better contained in sis Mne* «C » lavawwa 

- . . ti dJfcSl W 


author, which will be an 
censure ter ever: 

a Hum I* the Mpi b«w bn 


ana war her 


bus nor Wed nor -6»H 


Arm'd with this With ail «* 
For. in fab. bf Wf mmp 

To wound tawwidfc At to 


the 


steal it, nmwem sad i. dun .#f* it mm m 

«» m «** urn®. *U 

Aether \0H0fa: W «t «wp. «w 

and t» Ammm T *ys. lift ■.mfWlL.f* 
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dealt will'll imagine*! my having that advantage 
would Ik; security enough for my success, and so 
sent me simply down i hither, without the least 
favourable rccotnrocmlatfun or interest but that of 
my naked merit and a |«»mjnnis pedigree in my 
pocket. Mad he lack'd a direction to my luck, 
and sent me by the carrier to the mayor of the 
town, to be ihmwrn member of Parliament there, 
I might have Had just m much t It ante to have 
succeeded itr the erne m the other. Hut I must 
not omit in this place to let you know that the 
experience which my father then bought, nt my 
cost, taught him some years after to take, a more 
judicious care of my younger brother, Lewis 
Cibber, whom, with the present of a statue of the 
founder, of Iris own making, he recommended to 
the same college. This statue now stands (I think) 
over the school door there,' and wa§ ao well exe- 
cuted that it seem'd to apeak — for its kinsman. 
It was no aooner set up than the door of prefer- 
ment was open to him. 

Mere one would think, my brother had the ad- 
vantage of me in the favour of fortune by this his 
first laudable *tep two the world, I own I was so 
proud of his sucxmm that I wen valued, myself upon 

* I mu Wtefend t$ life# eewMSf <sf fe«sd «**•#! » «f Win* 
eheswr Calhfi, On* RwsnwS Dnw Fmm, far ike informa- 
tim tint this w« « tasty ami w*«K®«»«i w«rfe. 

«MU maids mm ifes *teer ef tto tag Mhed, A tatta Inswiptton 
mum tint U ms jxrwgMtsd % OAm OsIwW Cibber In 
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it; and yet it is but « melancholy reflection in 
observe how unequally his profession and mine 
were provided for, when I, who had been the 
outcast of fortune, could find means from my 
Income of the theatre, before I was my own inn* 
ter there, to supply in his highest preferment Ins 
common necessities. I cannot part with his mem- 
ory without telling you 1 had as sincere n column 
for this brother's well-being as my own. He had 
lively parts and more than ordinary learning, with 
a good deal of natural wit and humour ; but from 
too great a disregard to Ins health he died a fellow 
of New College, in Oxford, soon after lie bad been 
ordained by Doctor Compton, then Hishnp of I , mi 
don. I now return to the state of my own affair 
at Winchester, 

After the election, the moment 1 was Inform'd 
that I was one of the unsuccessful candidates. I 
blest myself to think what a happy reprieve I bad 
got from the confin'd life of a schoolboy, and the 
same day took post back to London, that I might 
arrive time enough to see a play (then my darling 
delight) before my mother might demand an ac- 
count of my travelling charges. When I lawk back 
to that time, it almost makes me tremble to think 
what miseries, in fifty years farther in life, such an 
unthinking head was liable to I To ask why lVovb 
deftcb afterward took more care of me than I did 
(Hl^lf might- be making too bold in enquiry 
and pleasure. All I am my to 
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mcnt at Winchester, and to entreat him that he 


would send me, per solium, by a shorter t ut to the 
university, My father, who was naturally indul- 
gent to me, seem'd to comply with my request, 
and wrote word that as Boon as his affairs would 
permit he would carry me with him and settle mu 
in some college, but rather at Cambridge, where 
(during his late residence at that place, iu making 
some statues that now stand upon Trinity College 
New Library) ho had contracted some acquaintance 
with the heads of houses, who might a swim his 
intentions for me.' This I lik'd better than to go 


1 Uy tha klndnoss of a friend at Cambridge I am enable! to giva 
the following Interesting extracts from a Inner written by Mr, Will. 
Ititn White, of Trinity College Library, regarding the statue* here 
referred lor “They occupy the four piers, ttuMvIding lira Imltt*. 
trade on the cast side of tha library, overlooking Neville's Ccmiii, 
The four statues represent divinity, ] #w , pkynlc, and math#. 
inniJcu. That llieto wore executed by Mr. Gabriel Cibber our 
book# will prove. I will give you two or three Miracle front 
Grumbold's account boob, kept lit the library, tie was foreman 
of the works when the library was built, I think Cibber cut Hie 
statuos hero. It In quite certain Ira and hie men were here «m« 
mo i no doubt they superintended the placing of them In thdr 
position, at ao groat a holght, 

Pnyd for the Carridg of a Larg Block Slone glwm by John 
Manning to y* Coll, for one of y e Figures oi i oo i ck>,' 

'"May y, 168 ,. p«i t0 Mr Gabrieli Cibber for eutttnf fb«r 


statues 8o i oo : oo.' 


it#® 


hlsrtlouVln r W* Gabriel Clblrara «nu 

ojVoy * 1 ° 5 ' 18 ' ’ ’ 10 m ' M * nln th« aamel n t 

was I ^ CC ’ l 'l 0 1 1 n n '' ith l!leB ® st ® l;Ut ’ s amuel^ oruoil^l i«t,. 

uted to i»lm**tm|ustlv, hat 


Joke 

attrib. 
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discotmtoiiam d to t ktord, t<» which it would have 
been a *»>n of reynacl* to me not to have come 
elected, After mkhb month* were ckjis'd, my 
father, not being willing to let me lie too long 
idling to l.omtoii, sent for me down to Omits* 
worth, t*» W under his eye «t!S he emt'd lie at lei- 
sore to carry me to Cambridge. He f ore I could 
»«?t wrt m my journey thither, the nation fell in 
Istiwnir id the K evolution, the new* being then just 
brought to I ; »n*km shat the l‘i inert of Orange, at 
the hem) of an army, was landed in the West.' 
When I came to Nottingham I found my father 
in arms there, among those force* which the Karl 
of tJ<mm»hoc had rais'd for the redrut of our 
violated bm* and liberties, My father judg'd this 
a j»rojwr season for a young st rippling to turn him* 
self loose into the bustle of the world, and, being 
himself too Advanc'd in years to endure the winter 
fat if no which might: poMtHbly follow, entreated that 
noble lord Unit he wosiM be ptms'd to accept of 
his mm in Ids mm, ami that he would give him 
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smother'd In ambition I A slight commission for 
?i horse-officer was the least view I had before me. 
At this crisis you cannot but observe that the fate 
of King James and of the Prince of Orange, and 
that of so minute a being ns myself, were all at 
once upon the anvil, In what shape they wow'd 
severally come out, tho' a good guess might be 
made, was not then demonstrable to the decjwxt 
foresight; but, as my fortune seem’d to be of 
small Importance to the (niblick, Providence 
thought fit to postpone it 'till that of those great 
rulers of nations was justly perfected. Yet, had 
my father's business permitted him la have carried 
me one month sooner (as he intended) to the unb 
versity, who knows but by this time that purer 
fountain might have wash'd my imperfections 
into a capacity of writing (instead of plays am] 
annual odes) sermons mid pastoral letters. Hut 
whatever care of the Church might so have fallen 
lo my share, ns I dare say it may be now in better 
hands, I ought not to repine at my being otherwise 
disposed of.' 


You must now consider me ns one among those 
i', dwporate thousands, who, after a patience' sorely 
‘ 40 $ toolc arma wnder the burner of 





Wfl Mtit, 
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the natural parent «'l .*11 human laws and govern 
mein. I ijjiH-alioii it in all the historic* of empire 
there U mu' 1115,5 ame id «m» h}««dlca» a revolution 
sir llu 5 in KngHud in nfiSIH, wherein Whigs, 
Tories, prime*, prelate*, nobles, clergy, common 
people, mid « landing army, were unanimous!, 
T« have seen all England *4 Kite mind is in have 
liv'd at a very jurtitislUr Jum lure, Happy nation ! 
who are never divided among 5 Item selves but when 
I hey have leant to complain «l ! Pur greatest 
grievance since that lime «cm» to have been that 
we cannot all govern i and 'till Use mint her of 
gncxl places are equal Jo those who think them- 
Helve* qualified u»t them, there must ever he 
# cau.se of von! wiii«u among us. While great 
wen wanl great pmi«, I he nation will never want 
real m seeming patriot*; and while great posts 
are bird with person* nhm* opudtltt are hut 
human, such iterant* will never hi allow’d to be 
withnnt error* ; not even the Revolution, with all 
its adnuii^M, it seems# hat been able to furnish 
us with nn«c«|HteMMt «nt«wm«R I far from that 
time I don't remember any one aet of ministers 
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to know who is Absolutely in the right fr«»m what 
is said against them, or from what their friend* or 
dependants may say in their favour: Jh*V 1 am 
hardly forbear thinking that they who have been 
longest rail'd at must front that circumstance 
shew in some sort a proof of capacity, — put 
to my history. 

It were almost incredible to tell you, at the 
latter end of King James's time (though the rod 
of arbitrary power was always shaking over us), 
with what freedom and contempt the common 
people in the open streets talk'd of his wild mm* 
ures to make a whole Protestant nation Papists; 
and yet, in the height of our secure and wanton 
defiance of him, we of the vulgar had no farther 
notion of any remedy for this evil than a satMy'd 
presumption that our numbers were too great to 
be master'd by his mere will and pleasure; tlud 
though he might be too hard for our law®, ho 
would never be able to get the better of our 
nature; and that to drive all England into Potmiy 
and slavery he would find would be teaching an 
old lion to dance.' 




MM.Uiv t mm 


in 


IU»i Iwjfjf w ii U»t the nation that It had then 
wiser heads n« it, who knew how to Scad ft people 
sw'-i dUjwWiI into wcasurai for the publiclt printer* 

vatutii. 


I lore I t stmM help reflecting on the very dif* 
fcfcnt ikii*«Mti<e» linglntHl met with #i thl* time 
and in the vny mwc year *4 Use century before: 
then flu f | US) winter ft gkitlwits prince**, who had 
«t hear! the good ami bjfiiKM of her people, we 
ftCftilerVI ami iksrtwjf'd the most (ormidable navy 
of invader* that mm cover'd the seas; ami now 


fin tWSf, under ft prlmo who had alienated the 
htart* of hi# people by his ibwlule measures to 
oppress them, a foreign power l* receiv’d with 
©pen arm# in delenot of our law*, liberties, and 
religion, which our native prince had invaded I 
How widely different were these two monarch# 


in their *etil4WHml* of glory I But, tmtvm 


UMiid? m&fon* *»•> * 



When mm tmskter m what H#%ht of the nation's 
ptmpmiy ihi mwsmmw of Queen Elisabeth came 
to this throne, ft mmm arwiia® that such a 
pite trf English fame and ffctry, which her skilful 
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administration Imd creeled, should in every follow- 
ing reign, down to the Revolution, an unhappily 
moulder nway in one continual gradation of polit- 
ical errors: all which must have been avoided, 
if the plain rnlo which that wise princess left 
behind her had been observed, viz. : That the love 
of her people was the surest support of' her 
throne, This was the principle by which she 
so happily govern'd herself and those she had the 
caro of. In this she found strength to combat 
and struggle thro' more difficulties and dangerous 
conspiracies than ever English monarch had to 
cope with. At the same time that she profess'd 
to desire the people's love, she look rare that her 
actions shou’d deserve it, without the least abate- 
ment of her prerogative; the terror of which she 
so artfully covered that she sometimes seem'd to 
flatter those she was determin'd should obey. If 
the four following princes had exercis'd their regal 
authority with so visible a regard to the ptiblick 
welfare, it were bard to know whether the people 
of England might have ever complain'd of them, 


or even felt the want of that liberty they now so 
happily enjoy. 'Tig true that before her time our 
ancestors had many successful contests with their 
■|§jy$eign8 tor their ancient right and claim to It ; 
;;^|vjhat did those successes amount to? little 
more than ; a was such a 

right in bein| ; but who ever saw it enjoy'd ? Did 
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jihcvv there wen? still so many doors of opprcaainn 
left »«|h?m to tire prerogative that (whatever value 
tuu moat el*!<|iiritt legislators may have set upon 
tho«e undent !d*eilic»j l rimihl it will be difficult 
to fist the period of their having a real being before 
the Revolution : «*r if there ever was nit elder 
| K ilwl of out unmolested r« jn) log them, I own 
ruy |«wrir judgment U at a low where to place it. 

I will boldly nay, I hen, it is to the Revolution only 
we owe (he full j&oiMMjfsstuM of what, till their, tic 
never had more Him a |wrpctrully contested right 
Ip* and. from t ha see, from the Revolution it is 
that the f'roiestaot aucccwmra of King William 
have found their joterrmf tare and m unldume •«( 
that right Ha* been lire surest basis of their glory.' 

These, sir, are a few of my political notions, 
which I have ventur'd to «|W« that you may tm 
what sort of an KrtglrsH subject I antj how wise 
or wrath they may Haw shewn me te not my com 
eern ; let the weight of th#s« mat tecs have drawn 
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tune to make one among the many who brought 
it about j ami that I now, with my 10, mils, a» 
well ns with the millions since horn, enjoy the 
happy effects of it. 

llut I must now let you see how my prlit ular 
fortune went forward with this change in the 
government ; of which I shall not pretend to give 
you any farther account than what my simple eyes 
saw of it, 

We had not been many days at Nottingham 
before wo heard that the Prince of Denmark, with 
some other groat persona, were gone off from the 
king to the Prince of Orange, and that the Princess 
Anne, fearing the king her father's resentment 
might fall upon her for her consort's revolt, had 
withdrawn herself in the night from London and was 
then within half a day's journey of Nottingham ; on 
which very morning we were suddenly alarm'd with 
the news that two thousand of the king's dragoons 
were in close pursuit to bring her Iwek prisoner to 
London t but this alarm it scorns was all stratagem, 
and was but a part of that general terror which was 
thrown into many other places about the kingdom 
at the same time, with design to animate and unite 
| fff People ^ their common defence ; it being then 
0l, t that the Irish were everywhere at our 
H& 0 **<* ail the Protestants within the reach 
! of 6 hei ! ; 'Jg|S ; ^ , ®' a,ftrra our troop scrambled 
to arms in as much order a« their consternation 


c< *u liv t;iiini;w 
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mo f lu- I “Hilvut m>ul, i hey met; the inineess 
in a owh, iiHrmh'it ni»Sy by the Truly Churchill 
(now I htU lie*.* I l.nvager >4 M.arllmtollgh) and tile 
Lady liMcmling, whom they umdmicd into Not- 
tingham through the .n «:laumiium> «4 the people. 
The »mc night all the noblemen anil the other 
persons *4 «lisimnii»i» then inarm!) let*! the honour 
U» snip at her Royal MiglmesVs table j which was 
then furnish'd jas all her necessary m cnmnuHlattnii* 
were) by lire pare and at the charge of the hunt 
Devonshire. At this vntrrtaimncii!, *4 which I 
«m» a spectator, something very pactn. nlar mopriad 
me ; the noble at the table hap)*cning to be 

more i»i number than attendant* out «4 liveries 
emihl to lortml lor, l Wing well ttwnim in the l ain! 
Dcvotnliitt;** family. «r&» iltaiml by hi* Lordship's 
Maine rl" 1 |e*trl in at it. The post assign'd 
me wraa ici observe what the Lady Churchill might 
call for, Itcrng tw* near the table, you may 
naturally ask me *Ihi 1 might have heard to 
have pass'd in (wymMeii at it i which I should 
certainly tell you ltd! I Mtmtld to ilwvs two 
word* that were wtcr'd (Here, wd Ummm were, 
imi wine ami water. Tbww I rmumbef cams 
distlngtitah'r) 4ml eburv’d to ray ear, Inmm« they 
cum (row the fair guest whom I took such please 
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delight of gazing un llw fair object so near me, 
If so clear an emanation of beauty, such a com, 
mantling grace of aspect struck me into a regard 
that had something softer titan the must profound 
respect in it, I cannot see why I may not without 
offence remember it ; since beauty, like the cum, 
must sometimes lose its power to chime, ami shine 
into equal warmth the peasant ami the courtier. ' 
Now to give you, sir, a farther proof of limv good 
a taste my first hopeful entrance into manhood 


set out with, I remember above twenty year* after, 
when the same lady had given the world four of 
the loveliest daughters that ever were gaz’d on, 
oven after they were all nobly married, and were 
become the reigning toasts of every party of plea* 
ure, their still lovely mother had at the same lime 
her votaries, and her health very often took the 
lead in those involuntary triumphs of beauty. How- 


ever presumptuous or impertinent these thoughts 
might have appear'd at my first entertaining them, 
why may I not hope that my having kept them 
decently secret for full fifty years may be now a 
good round pica for their pardon ? Were I now 
qualify'd to say more of this celebrated lady, I 
should conclude it thus : That she has liv’d (to 


■ *. 39th April, MSI « Wlurn In pggg 4 1 ** 

1 Hsd atarmih gift peaaaat «vl tbs esurtier, 
‘hough be hath made a mi, 
he hath-ttf nflML »«tUs* muki 
jrirsgrBialtKUdaftSdMdttior?'* 



i ,< m y t nm u 


n\\ a jwttlUr lavMUrile «*J iVavidem.it , 

ihiU lew v**tinj*}e«ii vl-^ii j^kiHc! llu: **| 

lilgtijiihi;* whM* have *hs lutfg a hie *4 

IciJui^y, A |«: 1**11 *■** aUnaUiyH a IiiMmiM 

mtziiiwoMy gara! • an nll*j*ahig .sn* l»e>iMlifMi ! a 
(rtrtkim^ w*i iminni^ ! awl a lh!c tvhh'li (whni M'*yal 
fovmir Ua»l m*« higher i<a Imp«Imw) *hc imly emit*! 
fg£i?i wer I rwii the a * h« * a « I Naim* ; 4 gi ra i g r an at ■«■ 
ntolhrrr willnml grey Juar*! Thrwr „»ae *au"h *'nw 
$ imuna 1 c hubs Igr *1 *; ie* I h a I w cm n i g 11 4 5 Jus nk 1 1 c*s v c j a 
Ita* eamlucM ibeiM #»M m »**wr 5^ ks tu 

Inm Ixt* wi*h & lively smsIffrMaMwg, thv in II 
**I tbrw c**nlf Mat}** H** inn wail 

la ?i j *j ii#a ©»* I u* bw t el ii r n 5 * * wm w 1 3 a » y a 8 1 j # a + 

\*wmi N**fUJigh&ft) mar Ii*w*jh* a **h‘-?*8 « 

ihftsujgh every lr»was w j^.<w*Vl I be rapw 

miU hi f&wwie **l swkr* wilb Hub riutal awt 
fii^iy a* 11 hey k&4, u* meffHi u% in aerten&* 

ifeswi t4 wriewitf awwl $**#! wk4i«: Thin 8 ihasught 
prfttni**) & favmiraWe emf *4 «mf CM.! War. when 
the niiisft *Bttfvt*4$ ms wilting is* bo aJ! *rf $ nMo! 
Al Ostlonl itwf IMikto awl I^mom «f Dimvmrli 
met (<* tbo ftr*i ii«no ilitf iMr 
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quilllty being now settled, our forces were remanded 
back to Nottingham, Here all our tinkers win. 
had commanded them from tlmir first rising receiv'd 
commissions to confirm them in their several ; 
and at tile same lime such private men an those 
to return to their proper business or habit , umis 
were offer'd their discharges. Among the small 
number of those who receiv'd them, I was «.nc ; 
for not hearing that my name was in any of those 
new commissions, I thought it time for me to take 
my leave of ambition, as ambition had before se- 
duc'd me from the imaginary honours of the gown, 
and therefore resolv'd to hunt my fortune in some 
other field, 1 


1 One of the eammonesl Imputation* mute obbmr 

WM Ural ha wm of » cowrartUy temper, In tsmmm Smw t«, 
n,h J' m# > « 7 V» « P#P« aiirflmiwf 10 Ur«f a»e*«m«SeM, «*»*,„ 
!* ft dissertation on kicking tus a humourous Incident a„ ibe «.(*£«, 
ho writer utlda 1 " Of oil the aimed tans who h*»u 8pp*3n*»i t»mr» 
iho stage within my memory, no mm has ndtlng (tit) » ItteMne 
with so much humour aa our pnmtM moot Mccthmt Uurmti. 
", 1 hdorm'd hla mn does not fall Miori mt him p, 
thU excellence 1 I am very glad of ii, lor « | Urn a kMuw 
for the young man, I hope to see hla, « Ws ,|| Udr’d u fete tmhm 
wivfl befor« him," 


■ A*?/ 8 " I,mt * ftm ri no ‘ n«l»« hwt far this «mr«« fe, 

t^nkftlly meant, but DeRdmmNn refer* 10 it m mtmfkm * 

.?/ «?**** H* **»« nmm tom rnm* 
wb0 ** ft* atuhorirr «f 

K&2SS? **« ***** eatery by 

»<tor, who um Mm. 

***■ «» Nr tel 

ftfy* ftlttflt Ciitl fk» a/ 1*4* - .. .... 


--si ’■ t ■ • " surer *<*»*■ 

«*»;«» WtwfflC mm 
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From Nottingham I again return’d to my father 
at Chattsworth, where I staid till my lord came 
down, with the new honours 1 of lord steward of 
his Majesty’s houshold and knight of the garter I 
a noble turn of fortune I and a deep stake he had 
play'd for! which calls to my memory a story we 
had then in the family, which though too light for 
our graver historians’ notice, may be of weight 
enough for my humble memoirs, This noble lord 
being in the presence-chamber in King James’s 
time, and known to be no friend to the measures 
of his administration, a certain person in favour 
there, and desirous to be more so, took occasion to 
tread rudely upon his lordship’s foot, which was 
return’d with a sudden blow upon the spot : for 
this misdemeanour his lordship was fin’d thirty 
thousand pounds ; but I think had some time al- 
low’d him for the payment , 1 In the summer pre- 
ceding the Revolution, when his lordship was 
retir’d to Chattsworth, and had been there deeply 
engag’d with other noblemen in the measures 

to starve. The affrighted Cibber told him he should receive 
an answer from him on Saturday next, Bickerstaffe found, ou 
that day, his usual income was continued,” This story rests 
only on' Victor’s authority, but is, 'of course, not improbable. 
There is also a vague report that Gay, in revenge for Cibber’s 
banter of “ Three Hours After Marriage,” personally chastised 
him, but I know no good authority for the story. 

1 Cibber (ist ed.) wrote r“ new honours of Duke of Devonshire, 
lord steward,” etc. He corrected his blunder in 2d ed. 
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which soon after brought it to hem, King Janies 
sent a person down to hint with offers t,, mitigate 
his fine upon conditions of ready payment, l.< which 
his lordship reply'd, that if his Majesty ple.tsM 
to allow him a little longer time, he would rather 
chuso to play double or quit with him; the time of 
the intended rising being then »« near at hand, 
the demand, it seems, came too late for a more se- 
rious answer. 


However low my pretensions to preferment were 
at this time, my father thought that a little court, 
favour added to them might give him a chance for 
saving the expo nee of maintaining me, as he had 
Intended, at the university : he therefore order'd 


me to draw up a petition to the duke, and, to give 
it some air of merit, to put it Into Latin, the prayer 
of which was, that his grace would be plant'd to do 
something (I really forget what) for me, , . , How 
ever, the duke, upon receiving it, mm m good m to 
desire my father would mid me to London in the 
winter, where lie would consider of some provision 
for me, It might, Indeed, well require time to con. 
aider It; for I believe it was then harder to know 
gat I was really fit for, than to have got me any. 
tfong I wn# not lit for s however, to London I came, 
llte* onUsr ' d tato my first «ute of attendance 

-fop. ft hou t tim B00thlb ^ the 

fc'fVil f 'AWaJ 'ii' Am:-. • ■: ' ' • • •. i: ^ I .w . • * t 
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nilit’r tiU- th;>«) th it of mi atlm, ho that (as More, 
when a candidate at Winchester) t was even afraid 
of trttecrediuj; l>» the preferment I amight fur : 
"twa* on the stage al«m* I had form'd a happiness 
preferable to all that tamps »*i tmirts could offer 
me I ami there was l detenum'd, let father nr 
mother take it as the)- pleas'd, tu iix my mn 
Here I think myself oblig'd, m the tmmuir «f that 
ttuble l«»l« to ailmnwInlKe that I believe Ins real 
intentions to d*» Well for me were prevented by my 
own inconsiderate fully « m that |l my hfe did mil 
then lake a more laudable turn, 1 leave in* our hut 
myself to reproach for it 2 for I was t middy in 
form'd by the gentlemen of his hmudmld, that his 
Orate had, in their hearing, talk'd of recommending 
Hie to the 1 a.*rd Shrewdmry, then secretary of stale, 
for the first proper rrtairry in that office, lint the 
distant hoped a remnan m« too tuM n i&npta. 
lion fora spirit impaUeot m mine, that wanted irm 
mediate «f what my heart was an differ* 

enlly net upwi Tbs? dliircnKMi of a theatre are 
Mill *0 strong in my memory, that perhaps few, 
«c«|M (hast who have Idt them, cut eoncejvot 
and I am yet m far willinf foesettM my folly, that 
I tun «mtf*ne*4 worn It pomible to take off that 

4 0»*U* pt>«w Warn-" is! ml *#f»i "•Cisfe#* mst Wo 
! <PMWf I 3 M 9 I fca 

nkm of Wmm%&± in %m* mm fw* **9**% 

hliMffh £$ d| «n^itojpi 
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disgrace and prejudice which custom has thrown 
upon the profession of an actor, many a well-born 
younger brother and beauty of low fortune would 
gladly have adorn'd the theatre, who by thru not 
being able to brook such dishonour to their birth, 
have pass’d away their lives decently unheeded and 
forgotten. 


Many years ago, when I was first in the menage, 
ment of the theatre, I remember a strong instance, 
which will shew you what degree of ignominy the 
profession of an actor was then held at,— A lady, 
with a real title, whose female indiscretions had *w> 
casion'd her family to abandon her, being willing, 
in her distress, to make an honest penny of what 
beauty she had left, desired to be admitted a, a an 
actress ; when before she could receive m,r answer, 
a gentleman (probably by her relation's permission) 
ndvisd us not to entertain her, for ranonc easy t« 
be guess d. You may imagine we court not m 
blind to our Interest as to make an honourable 
faintly our unnecessary enemies by not taking hk 
dv,* ! which lady, too, W nKMrwll , te 

f™ "™ r , lwd ll * dUBoiltlen and therefore purau'd 

bo n doubt whether thl. lady', condition or our, 
||o the more melancholy I Per bore you find Ut„ 
wtowur to got b,«d 6m the mg. «u 

™ of #anihl 10 bur 



the same lady 
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t« have s«M patches .tmi pomatum in « bandbox 
rrtiiit door l« door, she miglu in that occupation 
have starv'd with less infamy than hail she reliev'd 
her by being famous mi the theatre. 

Whether this prejudice may have arisen from the 
fthnac* that w» often have crept in ii|«on the stage, 
I nm tn»t dear in , tin** when that is grossly tlte 
raw, I will allow there might to he m» limits set to 
the contempt of it ; yet in its lowest condition in 


my time, mnhmks there could have Item m pre, 
fence of preferring the band-box to the buddm Hut 
this severe opinkm, whether merited or not, js not 
the greatest distress that this profession » hahlc to, 
1 shall now give yon another anecdote, t|u*tc the 
reverse of what I have instanc'd. wherein you will 
see an atlrwt m hardly us'd for an act of modesty 
(which without being a prude, a woman, even upon 
the stage, may snows imes think it nowsairynot to 
throw off), T hi*, tow*, 1 am forc'd to premise, that 
the troth of what 1 am going to tell you may not 
be sneer'd at before fit be known. About the year 
*?*?♦* JpwM»* actfaw of a desirable person, sitting 
in an upper hm ax the n$m% a military gentleman 
this a proper opporutnffy to secure s Sink 
with her, the p&rtfculara of which 
wore If no more worth repeating than it 

then thought them worth 
tel bw« rug-edtbguuMliflg the fine things 
he mid to her, she rather chose to give the muskk 
tbt preference of ter tRsMba. This indifference 
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was so offensive to hk high ham, that he hvrm 
to change the louder intu the terrible, mid *'u 
short, proceeded at last to treat her in a style ,«*, 
grosly inm.lting* for the meaner female ear tQ 
«nduro imreMnted: upon which, being beaten im, 
fat out of her dneretton, she turn'd hastily «,*« 
om w,th a., angry look, and it reply w hich mmi'd 
to sa his merit In «. low « regard, that he thought 
himself oblig'd in honour to take hi* time to resent 
• This ni the full extent of her crime, which 

exf Zf f d Umm 10 * m ' kh thm '*» ihe 

nwi time B he wm t0 appejir MJWn Iht # 

There, In one of her Imi part#, wherein «he drL 
" favourable regard and approbation from the 
udience, ho, dispensing with the reaped which 
aomo people think due to a polite mmmUW, l m tm 

j!°"°" r . ln llui mms pia« Ian mmSmmi 

*~*T '“*"•*•*> *M- Tkw, tar 

abo t ! . mUm m * u Pf»*d m car ry 

'£ un ew t0 uw 0,1 m Pirtfeultr an mZ 


Wtind the teenes, being 
enough to thuJ” ? ,y ^ w »« warm 


woman fo m mmmbh* i or 


or a 
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valiant gentleman, lo whose ear the words were 
siooir brought by his spies, whom lie had plac'd 
behind them cup* to observe how the action was 
taken there, came immediately from the pit in a 
heat, and demanded t<» know of the author of those 
words if he w» the j»em»n that spoke them? to 
which he calmly reply’tl that though he. had never 
seen him before, yet, since he seem'd so earnest 
to be saltalyYI, he would do him the favour lo own, 
that indeed the words were his, and that they 
would be the last word* lie should iluiae to deny, 
whoever they might fall upon Tn conclude, their 
dispute was ended lire nest morning in Myde l'ark, 
where the determin'd combatant who first ask'd 
for scat bd act ion was oblig'd afterwards lei ask his 
life |m , whether her mended it or not, I have 
not yet heard , but hi* antagonist in a few years 
after died In one of the principal post* of the 
government* 
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in pushing their courage m a defiance of humanity. 
Kven when a royal resentment has shewn Itsdr in 
the behalf of an Injur'd actor, it ha* been unable 
to defend him from farther insults ! an insum ts 
of which happen'd in the late King James's time, 
Mr. Smith « (whose character as a gentleman cm, Id 
have been no way impeach'd had he mu degraded 
f b >' beln £ * celebrated actor) had the miafortune 
in a dispute with a gentleman behind the scenes! 
to receive a blow from him. The same night an 
account of this action wm carry’d to the kim, to 
wliom the gentleman was represented m wudv in 
the wrong, that the next day Ids Majesty sent to 
forbid him the court upon it. This indignity cast 

Ivor 1 irfTr M,y lM lwvin « « 

y » as lookd upon m the concern of every 
gentleman j and a party was soon form'd to « wn 
a..d U.. their honour, by humC^ta 
hvourd actor, whrae >%ht injury hwl boa, Wu 
junl to so severe a. notice, Aecordintlv th« 
next time Smith acted he was receiv’d with a 
c orus of cat calls, that soon convinc’d him ho 
flhpu d not be suffer’d to proceed in impart unnn 

“Tr '“i 


ortune of his own, 1 
"fif t0 it by his rt 


upon the itu 


of add* 
*wrt t m 
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shall wake mi nh»eivultt»n upon the king's resent, 
mail, nr mi that id his good subjects; huw far 
cither was »»r was nut right, is mu the {mint 1 dim 
pule l'*r. He that ns it may, the unhappy coiuli. 
lion ol the actor was far from being reliev'd by 
I hi* royal inter position in his favour, tlmt it was 
the worse for it, 

While these sort of real distresses on the stage 
are m unavoidable, it is no wonder that young 
people ol sense (though of low fortune) should he 
so rarely found to supply a succession of good m:. 
lorn. Why then, may we not, in some measure, 
impute the wraraty of them to the wanton in» 
humanity of those s|«cetstort who have made it so 
terribly mean to a|»j*ear there ? Were there no 
ground for this quest nm. where could tie the dis* 
grace of muring into a society whose institution, 
when not abui d, is a delightful school of morality; 
and where u» card requires m ample endowments 
of nature as any nnr pnrfetsian (that of holy In- 
stitution excepted) whatsoever } Hut &ta» I m Shake, 
ipw says ; 

** Wttcrrt dun jfMlser, wtwretou*, mmtubmm 

Pawl (Uqi tatrod* ml t “ * 

t-Msk into St. Peter** st Room, and see what a 
profitable farce Is made of religion there! Wiry 
then f» m actor m»re blemish'd than a cardinal f 

* * Ab pfess whwwkmm (feta#* 

Mmmmmm totredt 9m * m «•> w* m *e, j, 
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While the excellence of the one arises from his in, 
nocentiy seeming what he is not, and the eminenrj 
of the other from the most impious fallacies that 
can be impos'd upon human understanding f j{ 
the best things, therefore, are most liable to cor* 
niption, the corruption of the theatre is no disproof 
01 its innate and primitive utility. 

in this light, therefore, nil the abuses of the 
stage, all the low, loose, or immoral supplements 
to wit, whether in making virtue ridiculous or vice 
agreeable, or In the decorated nonsense and absurd* 
ities of pantomimical trumpery, I give up to the 

Z] fT 1 .T 7 mmihk 8 P ectalor * « *> much 
tank theatrical popery, but cannot still «}| r , w 

these enormities to impeach the profession, while 

they are so palpably owing to the deprav'd taste of 

ie multitude. While vice and farcical folly are 

the most profitable commodities, why should we 

Zu'e wir C nV f m,nd ‘ lhe fKwr 

W L 1 , M r ul bm m deal in 

.. . vcn,lcl Wng him most ready money? But 

vice and *** a immr y <* 

font _.■?!«, ?! **, km tepinf m «pe« shop 

reform it/ Th« ' * Ut ( *° * <wu should 
Bl/ The actors? Why no? b 

BS 2h * -»it bi»,lrs!: 

tS^hWtt seems to have an equal ridit 


Jlp- to he (mutated t 
is m capable 
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of farm# j*rr*rrv%1 by a rcformathm m mailer# nf 
uttarc ; whuh, (or i hr hu)i*vir ol pur 

rtaihmal latilr, I **whl w j*h were attempted ; mi 1 
then, if h m>hM imi *Hb*i«t umlcr decent reguU* 
ti«ti# 4 by imi tain# permit ictl u$ proem anything 
ihere bm what were woriby p* W? there, it would 
tot time entiugh in c<m*it!cr whether it were nmea* 
mtj b* lei il totally (Ml wr effectually $npjwt il» 

NVrtwilihMambri|{ all my boat emteavmu'a to roc* 
ortownd - the jw*4i?»*fo»n *4 an actor to it nmi'g 
general bmuif, ( ctmibl, white it. ** liable In »uch 
comt|*li*m*» ami the ackw liiimdl 10 mbh uniim* 
fled! instill a 1 Haw already mwtMiM* I «ImuIi1 4 
I mf u wo mml Mill leave him a> drift, with hie 
intriwkh merit, to rkte mil the *iorm a* well m 
he h able. 

However* foi m iww turn to the other *kta of 

..a . . . . V. 1/ -L. iU. ...t ,,d... ic fj:M .a *1 l*4t Ml'% jal :V„ar-AA-fi V 


la Maim i he wMonunm I l«w Mil before you. 
There we ehall »U!l find tows valtnbhi juticlea 
of credit. ilMtt wreeshwe* overpay bis inddonlal 


i%»S, if he hm wtMG, he *115 »n§k!er that m 




m mm offer'd him 
1$ for any two good 
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must be equally liable to their insults ; that, there 
fore, when they fall upon him in the same manner' 
his intrinsick value cannot be diminish’d by them’ 
On the contrary, if, with a decent and unruffled 
temper, he lets them pass, the disgrace will return 
upon his aggressor, and perhaps warm the gener- 
ous spectator into a partiality in his favour. 

That while he is conscious, that, as an actor he 
must be always in the hands of injustice, it does 
him at least this involuntary good, — that it keeps 
him in a settled resolution to avoid all occasions of 
provoking it, or of even offending the lowest 
enemy, who, at the expence of a shilling, may 
publickly revenge it. y 

That, if he excells on the stage and -is irre- 
proachable in his personal morals and behaviour 
his profession is so far from being an impediment 
that it will be oftner a just reason for his being 
receivd among people of condition with favour ' 
and sometimes with a more social distinction than 
the best, though more profitable, trade he might 
have follow d, could have recommended him to. 

That this is a happiness to which several actors 
within my memory, as Betterton, Smith, Montfort, 
Paptam Griffin,' and Mrs. Bracegirdle (yet living) 

MSSSXsi Grlffinwh V s m<mtioned 

»lf^Drrtr/S TM, , * f C ° mpany *** had 

' Ths ls ’ o£ coarse, very indefinite as 

cSSrwhln V? ° pened in >*>3. but the first 
T n -n ll< f Gnffin ’ s name m entioned is that 

} . Va ^!«Vr|% Plain-Beater,-' which was produced in it»L 
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have arriv’d at ; i» which I may add the late cclc* 
ImUed Mr*, Oldfield, Now let m suppose these 
pcnum*, the men, for example, to have been all 
eminent mercer*, ami the women ax famous milli- 
ners, ran we imagine that merely as such, though 
endow'd with lire same natural understanding, they 
could have been call'd into the same honourable 


partial of conversation ? 1 ‘enplc of sense and con- 
dition could not but know it was impossible limy 
could Have tad such various excellencies on the 
stage, without having something naturally valuable 
in them. And I will take upon me to affirm, who 
knew them all living, that them was mn one of 
the number who tverc not capable of supporting 
3 , variety of spirited conversation, the the stage 
were never in have been the subject of It. 


At ite 1 
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That to have tml the stage , 

King it a {li3W|ualitH aif<tii fr»wt iw,g r | tl t , ■ 
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mice of Liu: skilful actor to raise and partake of 
them. 

iu a wniil, 'twas in this flattering light only, 
though tint perhaps so thoroughly consider'd, I 
look'd iijmiii the life of an actor when but eighteen 
years of age, nor can you wonder if the tempta- 
tions were too strong for so warm a vanity as 
mine to resist j hut whether excusable nr not, to 
tiu? stage at length I came, and it fat from thence, 
chiefly, y«ur curiosity, if you have any left, ia to 
expert a farther account of me. 




CHAPTER IV. 

A Short Vlowof .1,0 Hugo, te m ,1,0 VwU t «k. „,o 

""VT"'* C,m, w Cornel 

^ v * k — ^ ^ 

iHO 1 1 have only promis’d you tm account 
* of all the material occur renew oi the 
theatre during my own time, yet there 
was one which happen'd not above sewn years 
before my admission to it, which may be m well 
worth notice as the first great revolution of It, 
in which, among numbers, I was involv'd. And 
ns the one will lead you into a clearer view of the 

te^'ir,t r i ore boi ’ ra '“'" ,) ' 

King Charles II. at his Restoration granted two 
patents, one to Sir William Davanant. 1 £ Z 
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other to Thomas Kiliigrew, Esq.,' and their sev- 
eral heirs and assigns for ever, for the forming of 
two distinct companies of comedians. The first 
were call’d the King’s Servants, and acted at the 
Theatre Royal in Drury Lane ; 1 and the other 

bravery. Before lltu Restoration Davemmt was permitted by 
Cromwell to perform Home sort of theatrical pieces ut Rmlumt 
House, b\ Charier Homes Yard, where "The .Siege of Rhodes ” 
wn* played about 105(1. At the Restoration a patent was 
granted to him In August, Ui(io, and Im engaged Rhodes's con.- 
paiiy of players, including llettcnon, Kynnalon, Underhill, ami 
Nukes. Another patent was granted to him, dated 1 5th Janu- 
ary, Ififij (see copy of pateni given ,»/*), under which he man- 
aged the theatre In Lincoln's lmi Fields till Ills death In tMlfl, 
Itaveuntu's company wore called the Duke's Mayors. The 
changes which worn made in the conduct of the stage daring 
Dave mini'* career, such as the Introduction of elaborate scenery 
and the first appearance of women In plays, make' ll one of the 
first Interest and Importance, (See Mr. Joseph Knight's preface 
to his recent edition of the " Roscius Angllcnnus."^ 

'Thomas Kllllgrew (not “Henry" Kiliigrew, «a~f!)hber tu.ro- 
neously writes) was a very noted and daring humourist,* „Jfe 
was a faithful adherent of King Charles I„ and at the Restora- 
tion was made a groom of the bedchamber. He also received a 
pateni, dated ajlli April, to raise a company of actors to 
he called the King's Mayers, These acted at the Theatre Royal 
In Drury Lane. Kiliigrew survived the union of the two com- 
panies in i6fla, dying on the tgth of March, i63j. Ho cannot 
he said to have made much mark in theatrical history. The 
boat anecdote of Kiliigrew Is that related by Granger, how he 
waited on Chariest II. one day dressed like a pilgrim bound on 
a long Journey. When (he king asked him whither he was 
going, he replied i "To hell, to fetch back Oliver Cromwell to 
take care of England, for his successor takes none at all." 

* It la curious to note that this theatre, which occupied the 
same site as the present Drary Lane, was sometimes described as 
Drury Lame, sometimes as Covent Garden. 
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the Duke’s Company, who at t cil at tin* Duke's 
Theatre in Dorset Garden.’ AIh.hu ten nf n lc 
King’s Company were on the royal household es« 
tnblishmuut, having each ten yards of starlet 
cloth, with n proper quantity of hue allow’d them 
for liveries, and in their warrants from the lord 
chamberlain were tailed gentlemen «[ the great 
chamber.' Whether the like appointments were 
extended to the Duke's Company, I am not ter- 
tain ; but they were both in high estimation with 
fchg publjck, and so much the delight and concern 
of the court, that they were not only supported by 
its-sbeinf frequently present at their public presen. 
tationa, but, by its taking cognisance even of their 
private government, insomuch that their particular 
differences,, pretentious, or complaints were gener- 
ally ended by the king or duke's personal com. 
nifind or decision. Besides their being thorough 


. 1 , o „ , 0 , 9 Mrt 1 waei uarasn, whfett «*«• 
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masters of their art, these actors set forwards with 
two critical advantages, which perhaps may never 
happen again in many ages. The one was their 
immediate opening after the so long interdiction 
of plays during the Civil War and the anarchy 
that followed it. What eager appetites from so 
long a fast must the guests of those times have 
had to that high and fresh variety of entertain- 
ments winch Shakespear had left prepared for 
them 1 Never was a stage so provided I A hun- 
dred years are wasted, and another silent century 
well advanced, and yet what unborn age shall say 
Shakespcar has his equal ? How many shining 
actors have the warm scenes of Ids genius given 
to posterity, without being himself in his action 
equal to his writing 1 A strong proof that actors, 
like poets, must be bom such. Eloquence and 
elocution are quite different talents. SImkcspenr 
could write " Hamlet," but tradition tells us that 
the Ghost, in the same [day, was one of his beat 
performances as an actor. Nor is it within the 
reach of rule or precept to complete either of 
them. Instruction, 'tia true, may guard them 
equally against faults or absurdities, but there it 
stops. Nature must do the rest. To excel in 
either art Is a self-born happiness which some- 
thing more than good sense must be the mother 
of. 

The other advantage I was speaking of is, 
that before the Restoration no actresses had ever 
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been seen upon the English stage.' The charac- 
ters of women on former theatre* were |.«cr form'd! 
by boys, or young men of the most effeminate 
aspect. And what grace or master-strokes of 
action can we conceive such unpin hoydens to 
have been capable or i This defect was m> well 
considered by Shakespear that in few of Ids plays 
he has any greater depcndsmec upon the ladies 
than in the innocence and simplicity of a llcsdc- 
motw, an Ophelia, or in the short specimen of « 
fond and virtuous Portia. The additional object « 
then of real, beautiful women could not but draw 
a proportion of new admirers to the theatre, We 
may imagine, too, that these actresses were not 
111 chosen, when it is well known that more than 
one of them had charms sufficient at their leisure 


Tho question of tho Identity of the flnst KnglW. mt«m U * 

It 7hi'?. C# ii # i T' o r ’ r * rey '« kW-Kwt Ifktory 
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hours to calm and mollify the cares of empire. 1 
.Besides these peculiar advantages they luid a pri- 
vate rule or agreement, which both houses were 
happily ty'd down to, which was that no play 
acted at one house should ever be attempted at 
the other. All the capital plays, therefore, of 
felmkeapear, 1* leleher, and Ben, Johnson were 
divided between them by the approbation of the 
court and their own alternate choice. 1 So that 
when Mart J was famous for Othello, Betterton bad 
no less a reputation for Hamlet. By this order 
the stage was supply'd with a greater variety of 
plays than could possibly have been shewn had 
both companies been employ’d at the same time 
upon the same play; which liberty, too, must have 
occasion d such frequent repetitions of ’em by their 
opposite endeavours to forestall and anticipate one 
another, that the best actors in the world must 
have grown tedious and tasteless to the spectator. 
For what pleasure is not languid to satiety It 

’ Meaning, no doubt, Noll Gwyn and Moll Bavin, 

* Genest points out (I. 404) that Cibber Is not quite accurate 
here. Shakespeare's and Fletcher's plays may have been shared ; 
Jonson’a certainly were not. 

1 flee memoir of Hart at end of second volume. 

4 Cienest says that this regulation "might lie very proper at 
the first restoration of the stage, but tut a perpetual rule It was 
almird. Cibber approves of It, not considering that Betterton 
could never have acted Othello, Undue, or Hotspur [the very 
parts for which Cibber praises hint su much] If there had not 
been a junction of the companies." llel (chambers, In a lung 
not#i itffla cont&sttf Clbber'ft opinion. 
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was, therefore, one of our greatest luppinmcs 
(during my time of being in the mcnagcmcnt of 
the stage) that we had a certain number of select 
plays which no other company hail the good for- 
tune to make a tolerable figure in, and, conse- 
quently, could find little or no account by acting 
them against us. These plays, therefore, for many 
years, by not being too often seen, never fail'd to 
bring us crowded audiences; and it was to this 
conduct we ow'd no little share of our prosper- 
ity. But when four houses * are at once fas very 
lately they were) all permitted to net the same 
pieces, let three of them perform never so ill, 
when plays come to be ao Imriw'd and hackney’d 
but to the common people (half of which too, per- 
haps, would ns lit: vo sec them at one house as an- 
other) the best actors will won fed that the town 
has enough of them, 

I know it is the common opinion that the more 
play-houses the more emulation ; I grant it ; but 
what has this emulation ended in } Why, a daily 
contention which shall soonest surfeit you with 
the best plays ; so that when what ought to please 


In the season J7.15-J6. In aiMkton in Uw two parent ittcaim, 
: »nii 7 Lane and Comt OshIm, OlfUrtl »» laying al <3«o* 
■,#* * F ' 9lds Tll9alre ' «4 with Us tom MapP* M . 
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can no longer please, your appetite is again to be 
raised by such monstrous presentations as dishon- 
our the taste of a civilis’d people.' If, indeed, to 
our several theatres we could raise a proportionable 
number of good authors to give them all different 
employment, then perhaps the publiek might profit 
from their emulation. Hut while good writers arc 
so scarce, and undaunted criticks so plenty, I am 
afraid a good play and a blazing star will be equal 
rarities. This voluptuous expedient, therefore, of 
indulging the taste with several theatres will 
amount to much the same variety as that of a 
certain oeconomist who, to enlarge his hospitality, 
would have two puddings and two legs of mutton 
for the same dinner.* But to resume the thread 
of my history. 

These two excellent companies were both pros- 
perous for some few years, 'till their variety of 
plays began to be exhausted. Then, of course, 
the better actors (which the king's seem to have 
been allowed) could not fait of drawing the greater 
audiences. Sir William Davenant, therefore, mas. 

1 Cibber hare refers to the pantomimes, which he deals with 
at some length In Vol. IT. Chap. VI. 

* Fielding [OmmfihH, 6th May, 17,(0 : "Another observe, 
lion which I have made on our author's si milks is. that they 
generally have an eye towards the kitchen. Thus, page 56, two 
play houses are like two puddings or two kgs of mutton. 334. 
To plant young actors la not so easy as to plant cabbages. To 
which let me add a metaphor In page 57, where unprofitable 
prabn can hardly give truth a soup malgic." 
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ter of the Duke's Company, to make head against 
their success, was forced in add spectacle ami 
musick to action, and to introduce a new spec ics 
of plays, since call'd dnimatick operas, «»I which 
kind were the "Tempest," " I’sychc," " Circe," and 
others, ail set off with the most expensive decora- 
tions of scenes and habits, with the best voices 
and dancers. 1 

This sensual supply of sight and sound coming 
in to the assistance of the weaker party, it wm no 
wonder they should grow loo hart! for sense anti 
simple nature, when it is consider'd how many 
more people there are that can see and hear, than 
think nnd judge, So wanton a change of the 
publick taste, therefore, began to fail a* heavy 
upon the King’s Company as their greater excel- 
lence in action had before fallen upon their com- 
petitors : of which encroachment upon wit several 
good prologues in those day# frequently com- 
plain’d.' 

* " Dramatic operas " seem to Hava been firm |»M>t«<«l atemi 
167a. In 1673 “TIi# Tempest" made into an opera toy 
well, was played at Dorsal Darden t " Pysehe” (oHend to the 
next year, and " Circe" In tfiyy, * Macbeth," cut «Ji«M by 
Davcnant, was produced in 167 a, "in the nature of m opera” 
as Downea phrases it. 

, v * Pryden, In his "Prologue on the Opening of the Sew 
fihttSe," In 1074, wrltest 

't’Twota telly now a stately pile to raise, 

|^||hltW:a pteyhflt»(l;iMl« you throw down plays j 
IgPilii machines, and empty operas nfga «* " 
i thh pwlhgue eonolade* with the tlnp 1 
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But alas I what can truth avail, when its de- 
pendance is much more upon the ignorant than 
the sensible auditor ? a poor satisfaction, that the 
due praise given to it must at last sink into 
the cold comfort of -»-■ tatulatnr ct alget. 1 Un- 
profitable praise can hardly give it a soup luatgiv. 
Taste and fashion with us have always had wings, 
and fly from one publiok spectacle to another so 
wantonly, that 1 have been inform'd by those who 
remember it, that a famous puppet-show " in Salis- 
bury Change (then standing where Cecil Street 
now h) so fur distrcsst these two celebrated com- 
panies, that they were reduced to petition the king 
for relief against it : nor ought we, perhaps, to 
think this strange, when, if 1 mistake not, Ter- 
ence himself reproaches the Roman auditors of 
his time with the like fondness for the fuuambuli, 
the rope-dancers. 1 Not to dwell too long, there- 
fore, upon that part of my history which I have 

" 'Tis ta be feared 

Tlml, an a (Ire the farmer house a'erthrew, 

Machines and tempests will destroy ihe new." 

The allusion In the last line Is to the opera of "The Tempest," 
which I have mentioned In the previous note. 

1 " Problta# laudatur et alget." 

-/khW. I. 74. 

* In ihe prologue to "The Emperor of the Moon," idSy. the 
line occurred \ “There's nothing lasting hut the puppet show." 

* " Ita populua studio Mupidim in funambulo 
Anlmum occupant." 

— * Ttrtntt, /Vs/, “ Ifttyrag line 4 . 
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publick taste, therefore, began to fall m hcav 
upon the King's Comjssmy as their greater escc 
lence in action had Ircsfore fallen ujswm their ton 
pctilont : of which encroachment upon wit sever; 
good prologue! in those days frequently con 
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1 " Dramaile opera* “ wm w hawi tw«« $®r pi^stewl «W 
l6?s. In 1O74 "Tim TampaM,* made taa m tzpmr* lit 
. well, was played ai Darrel Darden j * PjwJmT Mimmi te i! 
iiaxi year, and "Clree" in i (Sjy, * Mutate.'* m ait«M I 
Davenam, was produced In iftjt, «|» ttw mimv mt m opon 
a* Downes phrases U. 

* Drydeo, In lib M f'wtegfl# an At Opsates l&!?> 1N1* 
: ; .tlouSftr’ in 1674, writ** 3 
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But alas I what can truth avail, when its de- 
pendance is much more upon the ignorant than 
the sensible auditor ? a poor satisfaction, that the 
due praise given to it must at last sink into 
the cold comfort of hiudatur ct alge A 1 Un- 
profitable praise can hardly give it a soup in nigra. 
Taste and fashion with us have always had wings, 
and (ly from one publidc spectacle to another so 
wantonly, that 1 have been inform'd by those who 
remember it, that a famous puppet-show 1 in Salis- 
bury Change (then standing where Cecil Street 
now is) so far distress! these two celebrated com- 
panies, that they were reduced to petition the king 
for relief against it : nor ought we, perhaps, to 
think this strange, when, if I mistake not, Ter- 
ence himself reproaches the Roman auditors of 
his time with the like fondness for the fnntwibnli, 
the rope-dancers. 1 Not to dwell too long, there- 
fore, upon that part of my history which I have 

M ’Tie to be feared — 

ThM, aa a fire the former house o’erthrew. 

Machines and tempests will destroy the new." 

The nlluftlon In the \mi line U» to the opera of "Tim Tempest,' 1 
which I have mentioned In the previoun note, 

1 11 Problt an laudalur el nlgei." 

L 74, 

9 lu the prologue to "The Emperor of the Moon,*' 1 687, the 
line occurred 1 "The re’a nothing lantlng but the puppet «how," 

1 " Ita populus studio Htupldiu in fumunbulo 
Anlmum accupartuV 1 

— * Ttmvtt, PrvL to » line 4. 
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only collected from oral tradition, f shall content 
myaelf with telling yon that Mehuit’ nml Han, 
now growing old (for, above thirty years before 
this time, they had severally horn the king'* com. 
mission of major and captain in tlu? dvil wars), 
nnd the younger actors, as Goodman.* Clark,* am! 
others, being Impatient to gel into their parts, 
and growing intractable,* the audience* Um, of 
both houses then falling off, the patentees of «,«*, 
by the king'd advice, which iwhiijm amounted to a 
command, united their interests and forth com. 
panics * n * : ® one ' estclualve of all others, in the year 
168a.* I hit union was, however, to much in 
favour of the Duke’s Company, that Man left the 
stage upon it, nnd Mohun survived not long after, 
One only theatre being now In pcMetikm of the 


„ y mism r M,<shtt * 1 Wqfcwi M rnta t4 rnmti mhmz, 
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whole town, the united patentees imposed their 
own terms upon the actors ; for the profits of 
acting were then divided into twenty shares, ton 
of which went to the proprietors, and the other 
moiety to the principal actors, in such sub-divisions 
as their different merit might pretend to. These 
shares of the patentees were promiscuously sold 
out to money malting persons, call’d adventurers,' 
who, tho' utterly ignorant of theatrical affairs, 
were still admitted to a proportionate vote in the 
nienagement of them j all particular encourage- 
ments to actors were by them, of consequence, 
look'd upon as so many sums deducted from their 
private dividends. While therefore the theatrical 
hive had so many drones in it, the labouring actors, 
sure, were under the highest discouragement, if 
not a direct state of oppression. Their hardship 
will at least appear in a much stronger light when 
compar'd to our later situation, who with scarce 
half their merit succeeded to be sharers under a 
patent upon five times cosier conditions ! for as 
they had but half the profits divided among ten or 
more of them ; we had three-fourths of the whole 
profits divided only among three of us; and as 
they might be said to have ten taskmasters over 

1 Honest (II. da) remarks i “The theatre In Dorset Carden 
had been built by subscription — the subscribers were called 
adventurers— of this Cibber seems loudly Ignorant ~~ llmt there 
were any new adventurers, added to the original number, rests 
solely on Ills authority, ami In all probability ho Is not correct." 
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them, we never had but one assistant manager (not 
an actor) join'd with us;' win*, by the Crown's 
indulgence, was sometimes too of our own t lowing. 
Under this heavy establishment, then, groan'd this 
united company when I was first admitted into the 
lowest rank of it. How they came to be relieved 
by King William's licence in 1%$, h» w ll ^>' Wc «« 
again dispersed early in Queen Anne’s reign, and 
from what accidents fortune took belter care of 
us, their unequal successors, will be told in its 
place : but to prepare you for the opening m huge 
a scene of their history, methinks I might fin 
justice to their memory too) to give you such 
particular characters of their theatrical merit ns in 
my plain judgment they seem'd to deserve. Pre- 
suming then that this attempt may not be dm 
agreeable to the curious or the true lovers of the 
theatre, take It without farther preface. 

In the year 1690, when I first came into this 
company, the principal actors then at the head of 
it were • 

OF MRU. OF WOMKS, 

Mr, Betterton, Mm Betterton, 

Mr. Monfart, Mrs. Barry, 

Mr. Kyntwion, Mm Leigh, 

Mr. Sandford, Mrs, Butler, 

Mr. Nokei, Mm Monfort, and 

S j: Mr. Underhll, and Mrs. Bracegirdle. 

j§| sMr, Leigh,. 

thewnnwiUon of threw 8*tn*y, 
IlllfColller,:#. P. f and 8b Rtelmrd Itwtle, wish ttbawif *#d 
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These actors whom I have selected from their 
contemporaries were all original masters in their 
different stile, not nicer auricular imitators of one 
another, which commonly is the highest merit of 
the middle rank, but self-judges of nature, from 
whose various lights they only took their true 
instruction. If in the following account of them I 
may be obliged to hint at the faults of others, 

I never mean such observations should extend to 
those who are now in possession of the stage ; for 
as I design not my memoirs shall come down to 
their time, I would not He under the imputation 
of speaking in their disfavour to the publick, whose 
approbation they must depend upon for support/ 
Hut to my purpose. 

Betterton was an actor, as Shakespcar was an 
author, both without competitors ; form’d for the 
mutual assistance and illustration of each other's 
genius. How Shakespcar wrote, all men who 
have a taste for nature may read and know — but 
with what higher rapture would he still be read 
could they conceive how Betterton play’d him. 
Then might they know the one was bora alone to 
speak what the other only knew to write. Pity 
it is that the momentary beauties flowing from an 

» The only one of Cibber's contemporaries of any note who 
was alive when the " Apology wus published, was Benjamin 
Johnson. This admirable comedian died in August, iy.|3, In his 
seventy-seventh year, having played as late as the end of May of 
that year. 
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harmonious elocution cannot, like those of poetry, 
be their own record, That the animated graces 
of the player can live no longer than the instant 
breath and motion that presents them, or at best 
can but faintly glimmer through the memory or 
imperfect attestation of n few surviving spectators. 
Could how Betterton spoke he as easily known as 
what he spoke, then might you see the Muse of 
Shakespear in her triumph, with all her tummies 
in their beat army rising into real life, and charm- 
ing her beholders. But alas I since all this is m 
far out of the reach of description, how shall I 
show you Betterton ? Should I therefore tell you 
that all the Othcllos, Hamlets, Hotspurs, Mack- 
belhs, and Brutus's whom you may have seen 
since his time, have fallen far short of him : this 
still would give you no idea of his particular ex- 
cellence, Let us see then what a particular 
comparison may do j whether that may yet draw 
him nearer to you ? 

You have seen a Hamlet perhaps, who, on the 
first appearance of his father’s spirit, has thrown 
himself into all the straining vociferation requisite 
to express rage and fury, and the house 1 m 
thunder'd with applause; tho' the misguided actor 
was all the whiles (as Shakespear terms it) tearing 
a passion into rags 1 «*> I am the more bold to 

•Tim later |Xt!M*(!: at 1#, m doubt, Wilks- In ib« l*« 
clittpier ol this work, dlbbsr, In giviagthe ibnutea] ttausettr of 
Wllkti mya of Itk Hamlet j " I own the hall «f wbal b» *f«A« 



COLLEY CIBBER 


*S9 

offer you this particular instance, because the 
late Mr. Addison, while I sate by him to see this 
scene acted, made the same observation, asking 
me, with some surprize, if I thought Hamlet 
should be in so violent a passion with the ghost, 
which, tho' it might have astonish’d, it had not 
provok'd him ? For you may observe thfit in this 
beautiful speech tho passion never rises beyond an 
almost breathless astonishment, or an impatience, 
limited by filial reverence, to enquire into the 
suspected wrongs that may have rais'd him from 
his peaceful tomb, and a desire to know what a 
spirit so seemingly distrust might wish or enjoin 
a sorrowful son to execute towards Ills future 
quiet in the grave. This was the light Into which 
Betterton threw this scene, which he open’d with 
a pause of mute amazement j then rising slowly 
to a solemn, trembling voice, he made the ghost 
equally terrible to the spectator as to himself,' 
and in the descriptive part of the natural emotions 
which the ghastly vision gave him, the boldness 
of his expostulation was still govern'd by decency, 
manly, but not braving? lvis voice never rising 
into that seeming outrage or wild defiance of what 

was as painful to my our, as every lino that came from Boiierion 
w m charming/* 

1 Barton IWioih, who wan probably m aramt In the \m\ of the 
ghmt m Ntjttftrtrm w m In Hamlet, ntdd, "When I acted the 
ghoNl wllh IJuitcrUrn, Instead of my awing him. he terrifitnl me. 
But divinity hung round that man." — Dram, Afm ill 3 a. 
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he naturally rever'd,' Hut alas ! to preserve this* 
medium, between mouthing anti meaning t<*» little, 
to keep the attention more pleasingly awake by a 
temper'd spirit titan by mqcr vehemence «f voice, 
ia of all the master-strokes of an actor the most 
difficult to reach. In this none yet have oq nail'd 
Betterton. But I am unwilling to shew his 
superiority only by recounting the errors of those 
who now cannot answer to them, let their farther 
failings therefore be forgotten; or rat Iter, shall I 
in some measure excuse them! For I am not 
yet sure that they might not be as much owing 
to the false judgment of the spectator as the 
actor. While the million are so apt to be trans- 
ported when tire drum of their ear is m roundly 
rattled ; while they take the life of elocution to lie 
in the strength of the lungs, it h no wonder the 
actor, whose end is applause, should be also 
tempted at this easy rate to excite it Shall I 
go a little farther and allow that this extreme ia 
more pardonable than its opposite error f 1 mean 
that dangerous affectation of the monotone, or 
solemn sameness of pronoimciatkm, which, to my 
ear, is insupportable ; for of all faults that so 
frequently pass upon the vulgar, that of flames* 
:$Ul.l>*ve the fewest admirers, Thai this is an 

U; ; 1 11 Th# bavratt " repeat* the eetoglora «f a jpuiew** wk» ted 
seen Betterton play Hamte, and adds* “ And pi, ite m$m. 
gentleman assured me, ha has »«*«i Mr-. BtKfetttMh mum ikm 
w» tadhM* ef tmMy Ms®*, or 

: y ■■ •• . 
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error of ancient standing seems evident by what 
Hamlet says, in his instructions to the players, 
viz., — • 

« Be not too neither," etc, 

The actor, doubtless, is as strongly ty'd down to 
the rules of Horace as the writer, 

" HI vIn inc flcrc, dolumUim est 
I'rltnum l|mi tlbl — ” 1 

Me that feels not himself the passion he would 
raise, will talk to a sleeping audience : but this 
never was the fault of Betterton ; and it has often 
amaz'd me to see those who soon came after him 
throw out, in some parts of a charac ter, a just and 
graceful spirit which Betterton himself could not 
but have applauded. And yet in the equally shin- 
ing passages of the same character have heavily 
drngg'd the sentiment along like a dead weight, 
with a long-ton’d voice and absent eye, as if they 
had fairly forgot what they were about : if you 
have never made this observation, I am contented 
you should not know where to apply it,* 

A farther excellence in Betterton was, that he 
could vary his spirit to the different characters he 

‘ >■ Aw Paata," to*. This I# iho much discussed question of 
Diderot's " Paradox# sur le ComMen," which Iras recently been 
revived by Mr, II entry Irving' and M» LoquflHn, and Iras formed 
the subject of smme Interesting studies by Mr. William Archer. 

» This la doubtless directed tit Ikmili, who was naturally of an 
Indolent disposition, ami seems to have been, on occasions, apt 
to drag through a part. 
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icted. Those wild impatient atari#, that fierce 
uui flashing fire, which he threw iiu»* lltilnpur, 
icver came from the umuOled lemjwr *>f htn 
Brutus (for I have more than once scat a Brutus 
is warm as Hotspur), When the lMicitmi Hrutus 
vas provok'd in his dispute with Cassius, hi* spirit 
lew only to his eye ; his steady look alone supply'*! 
hat terror which he disdain'd an intemperance in 
tis voice should rise to. Thus, with » willed 
lignity of contempt, like an unheeding mrk he 
•epelled upon himself the foam of Cabins, !Vr> 
taps the very words of Shttkespear will better let 
foil Into my meaning ; 

" Must 1 give way and room to your ra»h dmler f 
Shall I he frighted when a madman stares I*' 

And n little after, 

" Thera Is no terror, Cassius, In your tanks I " etc, 

Not but in some part of this scene, where he 
reproaches Cassius, his temper Is net under this 
tuppresslon, but open# Into that warmth which 
jecomea a man of virtue i yet this it that hasty 
tpark of anger which Brutus himself endeavour# 
;o excuse, 

pit with whatever strength of nature we see the 
»how at once the philosopher and the heme, 

will he still 
put colours 
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Jit, si vis similcm pingerc, fringe son uni, 1 is en- 
joyning an impossibility. The most that a Van- 
dyke can arrive at, is to make his portraits of 
great persons seem to think; a Shakeapear goes 
farther yet, and tells you what his pictures thought ; 
a Hotter ton steps beyond ’em both, and calls them 
from the grave to breathe and be themselves again 
in feature, speech, and motion. When the skilful 
actor shews you all these powers at once united, 
and gratifies at once your eye, your ear, your 
understanding: to conceive the pleasure rising 
from such harmony, you must have been present 
at it 1 'tis not to be told you ! 

There cannot be a stronger proof of the charms 
of harmonious elocution than the many even 
unnatural scenes and flights of the false sublime 
it has lifted into applause. In what raptures have 
I seen an audience at the furious fustian and 
turgid rants in Nat. Lee's “Alexander the Great I " 
For though I can allow this play a few great beau* 
ties, yet it is not without its extravagant blemishes. 
Every play of the same author has more or less of 
them. Let me give you a sample from this. 
Alexander, in a full crowd of courtiers, without 
being occasionally call’d or provok'd to it, falls 
into this rhapsody of vainglory. 

" Can norm remember ? Yen, I know nil must I " 

And therefore they shall know it agen, 

1 Aiwunlwa, II, 8 (|;.|iigr«m xl ). 
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" When glory, Ilk# the iLioling M*lr, *um[ 

Perch'd on my beaver, In the km»m 
W hen Fortune's sell my standard tramhUng l*»r«s, 
Ami the pale t ales aloud (righted on the shore, 
When the Immortals on the billows r»wtr, 

Ami I myself appear'd the leading jped.'"* 


When these flawing numbers came from the 
mouth of ti Betterton the multitude no more 
desired sense to them than our musical control** 
aeurs think It esienUal In the celebrate airs of an 
Italian opera. Does not this prove Ural there is 
very near as much enchantment in the well gov* 
em’cl voice of an actor as in the sweet pipe of art 
eunuch ? If I tell you there was no one tragedy, 
for many years, more in favour with the town titan 
Alexander, to what must we impute this its com* 
mand of publick admiration ? Not to its iitlHnakk 
merit, surely, if it swarms with passages like this 
I have shewn you I If this pawage has merit, Jet 
us see what figure U would make upon canvas, 
what sort of picture would rise from it. If Le 


Brim, who was famous for painting the battle* of 
this heroe, had seen tills lofty description, what 
one Image could he have possibly taken from it ) 
In what colours would he have shewn us glory 
lurch'd upon a beaver ? How would he have drawn 
trembling? On indeed, what use could 
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making at the head of them ? ' Where, then, 
must have lain the clmrm that once made the 
publick so partial to thin tragedy ) Why plainly, 
in the grace and harmony of the actor's utterance. 
For the actor himself is not accountable for the 
false poetry of his author; that the hearer is to 
judge of. If it passes upon him, the actor can 
have no quarrel to it ; who, if the periods given 
him are round, smooth, spirited, and high-sound- 
ing, even in a false passion, must throw out the 
same lire and grace as may Ire required in one 
justly rising from nature ; where those his excel- 
fanciest will then he only more pleasing in propor- 
tion to the taste of Iris hearer. And 1 mrt of 
opinion that to the extraordinary success of this 
very play we may impute the corruption of so 
many actors and trngick writers, as were imme- 
diately misled by it. The unskilful actor, who 
imagin'd all the merit of delivering those blasting 
rants lay only lit the strength and strain'd exertion 

1 Jtalldmmbftre rmtta on thU pas&agei "Thu eriikUma of 
Cibber upon a literary aubjeet ara hardly worth ih* t mu bit? »f 
confuting, ami pt It may be mentioned that HU hop Waibunon 
addutiad these M\m m tsonraitUitg not only the roost aubttmv* 
but the mm Jmltolou* Imagery that poetry can It 

Hrim, or any other arvlM, could not hKK§*d in pourlraylng the 
utrrora of fortune it tsonvey** p*rhap*t the hi$h***>t |***lld# t'^wo 
pliment to the poirei* of Lm< to admit that he haa maaiffhed a 
difficulty beyond thus rm**l daring tu|dfftllotui of an acrttmiduhiMtl 
painter,” With all mp«ct to WaiIwium ami IMMmrotas* t 
cannot help remarking that ihU butt iMmiiynct? to rm p&rtb 
um\y like noruumaa* 



COLMEY O Mil k 


166 


of the voice, begun to tear hi , lun^v up-sm every 
false or slight occasion to arrive at ihc Mine 
applause. And it is from heme; l «Ue «.»r f MVm g 
seen the name raison prevalent l«r above fifty 
years, Tims equally misguided, t<*», many a Imt 
ren- brain'd author has stream'd into a frothy flow, 
ing style, pompously rolling into »mmliog periud* 
signifying--™ roundly nothing j of which number, 
in some of my former hi bo urn, | nrn something 
more than suspicious that I may myself have made 
ono. Hut to keep a little closer to lldlerion. 

When this favourite play I am speaking of, 
from its being too frequently acted, was worn out, 
and came to be downed by the town, upon the 
sudden .death of Monfort, who had play'd Ah*, 
antler with success for several years, the 
was given to Betterton, which, under this great 
disadvantage of the satiety it had given, he borne, 
diately reviv’d with so new a lustre that for three 
days together it fill’d the house 2 • and had hit 
then declining strength been equal to the 
the action gave him, it p TO teblj 
doubled its success ; an uneommon 
P° we f mt] tntrinslck merit of an mar, 
tnemtiofi not only to prove what 
arise from a 
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th<y Betterton never wanted fire and force 
his character demanded it ; yet, where it was 
^ demanded, he never prostituted his power to 
y ^ ambition of a false applause. And further, 

when, from a too advanced age, he resigned 
toilsome part of Alexander, the play for many 
after never was able to impose upon the 
put»l J C J C . , 

and I look upon his so particularly sup- 
porting the false fire and extravagancies of that 
-hetr^cter to be a more surprising proof of his skill 
than his being eminent in those of Shakespear; 
^catise there, truth and nature coming to his 
assistance, he had not the same difficulties to corn- 
et* and consequently we must be less amaz’d at 
his success where we are more able to account 
for it. 

ISTotwithstanding the extraordinary power he 
shew* cl in blowing Alexander once more into a 
blaze of admiration, Betterton had so just a sense 
of ’vvhiat was true or false applause, that I have 
heard him say he never thought any kind of it 
sqvtal to an attentive silence ; that there were 
many ways of deceiving an audience into a loud 
one j "but to keep them husht and quiet was an ap- 
plause which only truth and merit could arrive at : 
of wtiich art there never was an equal master to 
himself. From these various excellencies he had 

x Iia 1706, in Betterton’s own company at the Hay market, 
Verljr-u-ggen played Alexander, At Drury Lane, in 1704, Wilks 
had jplayed the part. 
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dwelt upon in ft period depreciates it to nothing ; 
which very syllable it' rightly touch'd shall, like the 
heightening stroke of light from u master's pencil, 
give life and spirit to the whole. I never heard a 
line in tragedy come from Melleiion wherein my 
judgment, my ear, and my imagination were not 
fully «fttisly'd ; which, since his time, 1 cannot 
equally say of any one actor whatsoever. Not hui 
it is possible to lie much his inlei tm with great 
excellencies, which 1 shall nlmnve in .mother 
place. Mail it been practicable to have ly'd down 
the clattering hands ol all the ill judges who wnc 
commonly the majority ol an audience, to what 

lltn name |>a«# HienU.aw CtMwiV w <|wmt«0>ra rugnty !'■»»»'* 

My vUw, nUo, U owfirttml hy ihe in pfpl*** «•« 

*'THo Fairy Quean, M ifejM. it ***4 t **hv \m a im™ 
mni jtUyr-r win* kmmtt m*l ihetis U a in tfwalita# * 

ftmi lhai a man may aa well »|«ak mil r4 Nm?, m *4**# t?«t *4 
luimi" md that Aaron Klilt. in hU tfxrikMtitati *4 "Tto* 
Villon," iyt&» roprotai** ihe M affoeivtl. vtefam, m%\ offm*****) 
lane of vake, »a mimnn tm iho stag:# al iMi it m*'* ii#= 

, Iv, i&jy An ml mix •skin plton *4 ffetsi wmlrol *af wwtittng 
|» ||lven by Cumb#tUtml J* Mmtmir*” #4 l gk»): ” %br* 

Clhtar In a key, high |*Utke4 Iwi mm% tjibl, song, m mhm 
mtiMilvod itowiste bm urofo, w»mp*Am& In <fe« m*m** 
at the Im^mvUMroriM i U m w&M&gg. m wmim#** 

that, though It 414 nwi wcummI the M.* 

U writing «f M r*> Cibber in *h* eaftief j*w« *4 bm mtmi 0;t#a 
when ihe leeching «l km hkuljm^e lath*?, Colley ViMwh to 
lluemml her ncting i no xfewfoi ttartkfc* *lm ih» 

way of &}Mmkhi$, made her ttliMMiely owwtif jr be* *<yt* V*#* •** 

she W'*Wi even in a very m $ intwA. n-$ 

um fenced <m th# that ilM? «*Wi «n>»ex fee*** bmpe 

mare eflfipptlve i ha n we Mie ?tS«^^»e4 
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amasdng perfection might the English theatre have 
anivccl with so just an actor as Jtettcrkm at the 
he, nl of it I If what was truth only could haw 
been applauded, how many noisy actors had shook 
their plumes with shame, who, from the injudicious 
approbation of the multitude, have ImwlYI am | 
strutted in the place of merit ! If, therefore, the 
bare speaking voice \m such allurements in it, how 
much less ought we to wonder, however we rnav 
lament, that the sweeter notes of vocal nuwick 
should so have captivated even the politer world 
mto an apostacy from sense to an idolatry of »umL 
Let us enquire from whence this enchantment rim 
am afraid it may he ten, naturally accounted for, 
orvvhen we complain that the finest mnsick, pur, 
chascl at such vast expence, is so often thrown 
away upon the moat miserable poetry, we seem 
not to consider Unit when the movement of the air 

« rtw,! , 0m «l" Wld y!«™°ni<> u », lh.,' 
rt f ' t! 101 on ® w or«l of what we hear, yet Ute 
power of the melody is busy in the j, mrl l j,„, 

and, in some sort, become ourselves the xml to 
ho »m,»r | and wh« |, w .y, JZ ” 
bootomMrth the child „f hi, «„ fa«, & 

id? tiL*? 0 * of Ian « ua P hi agreeable 
Bpii|Ki8, wliid), like the aspect of r 
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giving lnwa to the winds or advice to inamoratos ; 
and however gravely we may assert that profit 
might always to he inseparable from the delight of 
the theatre, nay, admitting that the pleasure would 
be heighten'd by the uniting them ; yet, while in- 
struction is so little the. concern of the auditor, 
how can we hope that so choice a commodity will 
cyme to a market where there is so seldom a demand 
for it ? 

It is not to the actor, therefore, but to the 
vitiated and low taste of the spectator, that the 
corruptions of the stage (of what kind soever) have 
been owing. If the publick, hy whom they must 
live, had spirit enough to discountenance and de- 
clare against all the trash and fopperies they have 
been so frequently fond of, both the actors and 
the authors, to the best of their power, must nat- 
urally have serv'd their daily table with sound and 
wholesome diet. 1 But I have not yet done with 
my article of elocution. 

As we have sometimes great composers of mil- 
sick who cannot sing, we have ns frequently great 
writers that cannot rend ; and though without the 
nicest ear no man can be master of poetical num- 
bers, yet the best ear In the world will not always 

' An Doctor Johnson puts It In lib famous prologue (17.17) 1 

" Ah I lot no censor# term our fat# our choice, 

The slap but echoes back the public voice | 

The drama's laws the drama's patrons give, 

TVW that tfoo irt ni^Btt. mtiftt nlftafift id llvfi .’ 1 
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enable him to pronounce them, Of this truth 
Dryden, our first great master of verse an, I | w . 
mony, was u strong instance When he brought 
his play of « AmphytHon *' to the stage/ I heard 
him give it his first reading to the actors, in which, 
though it is true he deliver'd the plain sense of 
every period, yet the whole was in so cold, so flat 
and unaffectlng a manner, that I am afraid of not 
being believ’d when 1 affirm it 

On the contrary Lee, far his inferior in |w*ctry, was 
so pathetlck a reader of hk own scenes, that I have 
been Inform'd by an actor who was present that 
while Lee was reading to Major Mulum at a rc . 
hcaraal, Mohun, in the warmth of Id* admiration 
threw down his part and said, Unlaw I were 
able to play It as well as yon read it, to what 
purpose should I undertake it? And yet this 
very author, whose elocution rak'd such admiral 
lion in so capital an actor, when he attempted to 
bean actor himself soon quitted the staff in art 
honest despair of ever making any profitable figure 
there.* Prom all this I would infer that, let our 
conception of what we are to speak be ever m 


. "'Amphjftrten" wm p| a mj l6jJ# TK 
14U1 Oelolwr, m Tbft 

wi h««4 m wZ* 

an actor, 1ft b * l,; ••••k'bRMh Mm for 

lB Umem * 
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just ami the car ever so true, yet, when we are to 
deliver it Lo mi audience (I will leave fear out 
of the question), there must go along with the 
whole n natural freedom and becoming grace which 
is easier to conceive than to describe ) for without 
this inexpressible somewhat the performance will 
come out oddly disguis'd, or somewhere defectively 
unsurprising to the hearer. Of tins defect, too, I 
will give you yet a stranger instance, which you 
will allow fear could not be tbe occasion of, If 
you remember Hslcourt, 1 you must have known 
that he was long enough upon the stage not to be 
under the least restraint from fear in his perform- 
ance. This man was so amazing and extraordinary 
n niimiek, that no man or woman, from the co- 
quette to tiie privy counsellor, ever moved or spoke 
before him, but be could carry their voice, look, 
mien, and motion instantly into another company. 
I have heard him make long harangues and form 
various arguments even in the manner of thinking 
of an eminent pleader at the bar,* with every the 
least article and singularity of his utterance so 
perfectly imitated, that he was the very alter ipse 
scarce to be distinguish'd from his original, Yet 
more ; I have seen upon the margin of the written 
part of Falstaff, which he acted, his own notes and 

* 8m memoir of Bsteonft at end of second volume. 

* tl will be remembered dial the elder Mathews. the most 
extraordinary rotmte of modem umest, had this same power In 
graai perfection. See Ms *' Memoirs," lit 
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observation* upon a!m«t every , Jvwh , f „ . 
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ought to be delivered. Vet » 3 » ha , 

‘he stage he seem'd t« h»w hj^n " Hfma 
labour'd under a heavy hod \ lMMrtcr 

" r ltH all his skill in minrickrv d ,< t » *!* „ Wml ‘ 
wh ? «.ght to be done, ^ ** 

could bring it indy into p W iira L J ^ 

! hew ^ a '•O'luid, iimffminglml * 2^'! 
have shewn you so many nmstaarv a ‘ ?f * 
otto of which c«n |J . ./"*> ^ 
elocution, and have at »r * ,Mrrf *" ,Sara *Hral 

^^Znu *" T n lim ***« ^ 

etill come forth defeetiv^ , wh#Tt l r , ‘ ll f 

will infallibly form an mm } rLIf 4 **? f ** m * 

nature's secrets, too deep (JL l ] >Gm l kme af 

us content ourselves, thtSmtom Jm IT n,< * 5 ,d 

f? nk *> which nature only ,hM 

him. Tliiu * ® l¥ ® 8 » only *»n awidet** 

ton, that It shone am i„ ! lrw,f io **«»*< 

iiNfcWw gfflLXr 1 ^! 6 ,'^ '?« 



COLLEY CIBBER 


l 7S 

mistaken for if. Betterton had a voice of that 
kind which gave mure spirit to terror than to dm 
suiter passions ; of more strength than melody.' 
The rage and jealousy of Othello became him 
belter limn the sighs and tenderness of Castalio.* 
T‘ur though in Caalnlio he only excel! 'd others. In 
Othello he cxccll'd himself ; which you will easily 
believe when you consider that, in spite of his 
complexion, Othello has more natural beauties 
Hum tin; heat actor can find in all the magazine 
of poetry to animate his power and delight his 
judgment with. 

The person of this excellent actor was suitable 
to his voice, more manly than sweet, not exceed- 
ing the middle stature, inclining to the corpulent ; 
of a serious and penetrating aspect; his limbs 
nearer the athkiick than the delicate propor- 
tion; yet, however form'd, there arose from the 
harmony of the whole a commanding mien of maj- 
esty which the fairer-fne'd or (as Shakeapcar calls 
'em) the curled darlings of his time ever wanted 
something to be equal masters of. There was, some 
years ago, to be had almost in every print-shop a 
meuotinto from Kneller extremely like him.* 

In all I have said of Betterton, I confine myself to 
the time of his strength and highest power in action, 

1 rt Mia wtm vm I m find gm milling,” ^AttiAmy Amu* 

1 In Ohray'a iragedy of * The Orphan, 1 ' produced at Dorset 
Garden in rfHh, Bottmim wm the original Call alio, 

1 Bee mmoir of Betterton at end of second volume. 
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that you may make allowances from what he was 
ab e to execute at fifty, to wlwuyoo might have »t*en 
of lum at put seventy; for ,ho |« the lam he wu 
without hit equal, he might not the,, he eomd u , 
hia former self ; yet m fa, was he from hanir CVcr 
overtaken, that for many years after \m ikrmm 
I Bedom saw any of hi* pm» m .Shako, w «,£ 
ply d by other#, but it drew from me the lamer, tl 

rw^ri ui “ 

T have seen what I haw mm, m, w j, A , j , .« 

The lui : [mrt ihli great mum of hit pn4m*m 

««.l « MhtaUu, |„ ,he ,. Mrt| ., T ' 

hia own benefit;' when |«W ... r t , * "... r 
. mri '**'% suddenly wu\l hy 

1!, r b *" od ‘ ‘»y «»r,ll M ry ai ,,,| ta 

bl Tblc ,o"” J, f “ *° hr "»■* that ho might 

“ “Wc 'o wUk « U * , B „ to , n *“ 

oWd Z ir/f 1 ",' “*.*«•«* H. w» 

ortlnnrv V 0 tav ® accrual ji mere that. 

tol th/, ? ‘ d ™“ ’* h mil * hl » »W*w««; 

Hta ,lbL h " W of Uunpctog wbh 

WIW ! rr* 1 " *» l«« W. b«Jl, 2 

VS&SJS'** <* "**» ■» «* 
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tv select tHsi«crlali><ii u|mii rhcal'ival H«*»/ |,„f j 
filltl, I')' t lie I have l«rt?n U;Wj*lc*5 Jn 

make hi III)* iiunmif »<i Ikvit-MMii, that 
my upon that Jum.I niU iMtosaJh tall in. and 
bly be leas le.l|..iis it am.ai# the t^rioua 

(hilUtlcIS l'l lilt* {MliH'Vil.ll .(< «..! , I h.H«C* 

to treat »l ; I aliall thrid.up nulir use »| ih,*a* 
several vehicle*, whit It >«» mil #h« 4 waiiht# }n tbr 
neat chapter, to ratty }-«*« lh«„* thr tri.! u*e 

jmtmey at your Jriaurr. 

* r*k* M*»1 kpi’W M!b»»9ip4 in nfcfc* *■**•..* *4 * fc > ,,,, 

HttilWW •" life ,<% |4*{ i» Mivm i«u % n, « »* ^ * \ „*, h •, & 

W *»m h%**4t*4 ***4 W.j- *4 4to**4<r*4tun NR *14^ 
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S HO', as I have before observ'd, women 

were not admitted to the 'till <h 0 

return of king Charles, yet St could not 
M » mMcnly ,„ p| ,| y vi w „ h 
wfla still « nccMaity, l„ r «,me UmB _ |n . 
h "" d “ mMt >'"ung men Inin (wutaa,,;. w |,| rt 

"• Ip ZZZZZXrfZX * ^ »«*- mm 

|ie#ratl in id j» nuar¥ lfirt . . ,**"• “ lw *tmm ap. 

"«1HI liars the tiro tints L .1??^ hw *' m * wm* 
W At the mmZZl ZlL^T** mm Hfmu ' h * 
N«v«mber, .66a, lh « 5^2^.*" ”** 

Thomas Jordan wist* «» nmi^,, «. i . ** »*«. 

tliat came to act an the atanT. a/** **»» fiu*. »«#*« 

‘rf Vmtico- (naatTd M* 1 VS T m4f mlM Moor 

«nd Malone w p| kh* uK?^ »*M. iti iaf|, 

Dacemhar, i«fe, an Jhldfdatn .«!?.’ .““JSS *“ ° w 

Z om " *mm a„ ,i,e llM# ^ IM * ,he «* 

rn * do not know, gj ?1 1 , J* R # f *««« Who *« 
Cynasitm played Ko ji^ m in <. <r%t Jo ?lh »S$i , 

tiMflfe On MiG «Uh 'af (U ^ ^ ^ taut by* & 

wm&S&txvssi, t — 

jggjt that the « hn^ ^ g-u bihsu 
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Kynaaton was 1 licit said to have worn with .suc- 
cess ; particularly in the part of Evadne in the 
" Maid's Tragedy," which I have heard him apeak 
of, and which calls to my mind a ridiculous dis- 
tress that arose from these sort of shifts which 
the stage was then put to. — The king coming a 
little before Ids usual time lo a tragedy, found the 
actors not ready to begin, when his Majesty, not 
chitting to have as much patience as his good 
subjects, sent to them to know the meaning of it; 
upon which the master of the company came to 
the box, and rightly judging that the best excuse 
for their default would be the true one, fairly told 
his Majesty that the queen was not uhav'd yet. 
The king, whose good humour lov'd to laugh at 
a jest as well m to make one, accepted the excuse, 
which serv'd to divert him till the male queen 
cou'd he effeminated, In a word, Kynnston at 
that lime was so beautiful a youth that the ladies 
of quality prided themselves in taking him with 
them in their coaches to Hyde Park in his theatri- 
cal habit, after the play, which in those days they 
might have sufficient time to do, because plays 
then were us’d to begin at four fl-elock j the hour 
that people of the Rime rank are now going to 
dinner. «** Of this truth I had the curiosity to en- 
quire, and had It confirm'd from his own mouth 
In his advanc'd age. And indeed, to the last of 
him, iti« handsomeness ms very little abated; 
even at pat sixty his teeth were all sound, white, 
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nnd even, n« one would wish to S r«? i„ , „ , . 
of twenty. Me had 

sravy In l,i, mien, „ hkh * ™«' 

* 1<! P * lc W tec, » rarl v ° 

of Mtperlorlty had it, ,,ru|Ktr „ “ d '™ clws 

ctaL'torirfhTrolck'wfj 1 * " tl ’Tn 

terrible, There were two ,L J, t 4 h *^ ra,u ,ru, y 
So ahono with uncommon hmL ■ p? Ta" **“■ 
Zota” he play'd Moral, and 
Muley Molocht In boil, ,h« L, ,!X‘i 
lion-like majesty in hi* rmn^, ? ” fieree ' 

Pve the spectator a kind If rrclhli, th * 1 

Were I cannot lJT Jf admiration | 

mistake which I thouffhi’i^T^ 8 Wpo ” m0d «‘ 

Z* *7>c". ra J, 0 i^TentlXn 

•tayblaaXn' toXm,"' “? ""W"* ,h »* 

lew the poet Intended il "IX* “ slre ' M < 1 doubt- 
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might take too familiar it notice of them.' In Mr. 
Atltliwm'st " Cato," Syplmx * has Home sentiments of 
near the same nature, which I ventur'd to apeak 
as I imagin’d Kynnuton would have done had he 
been then living to have stood in the same charac- 
ter. Mr. Addison, who had something of Mr. 
Booth m diffidence at the rehearsal of his piny, 
after it was acted came into my opinion, and 
own’d that even tragedy on such particular occa- 
sions might admit of a laugh of approbation,* 

'••The Laurent" (p, jjtf 1 •>! am of opinion, ttooih was not 
wrong In thU, There are many at the sentiment* In this ehtisc* 
Inf. where nature and cMntun sense are out i aged j and an actor 
wltn shou'd give the lull wink utterance to them In hb delivery, 
would rake what they call a horselaugh, ami turn It Into bur- 
lesque." 

Dn the other hand, Theophito* PL. her. In to "Ufa of Uooth, H 
p. 7 a. supports Hk father 'a opinion, saying t 

"The remark k just » Mr. Jtouth would aometlmca slur over 
such bold o«rulm»nt«, m fllghuly (tolivmri by the poet. As he 
was gomLnai ured —anri would ’ hear each man's censure, yet re* 
#erve bln Judgment,' .- 1 once took the lltorly of observing that 
he ha«l neglected to J thought) giving that kind of spirited turn 
In Urn afore mentioned dtanuttar. He (old me I was mistaken i 
It w«a not negligent*, but dealp made him no slightly past them 
overt™.. for though, added he, let these places one might rake 
a laugh of approbation to a few, yet there k nothing more urn 
safe than esditng the laugh of tdmplwowi, who never know 
when or whets to «i«pj and, an the majority are no! always the 
wtatwt part of an audktm, I don’t chose to tun the htuard." 

1 A tong Hgnttt of lire production of “ Cato " U given by 
Cibber In VoL If, Chap, V, From the cast quoted to a note, It 
wltl be seen that Cibber himself was the original gypluu, 

1 "The Laurent " (p, jj| » «I have seen the original Syphtut 
to 'Cato* use many ridiculous distortions, crack to his voice, 
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In Shttkespcnr instances <4 them are frequent, 
its in Mtickhclh, Hotspur, Richard the Third, 
ni'd Harry the Eighth, * all which character*,' 
tho' of a tragical cast, have sometimes [amilinr 
strokes in them so highly natural to each partinf 
lar disposition that it is impossible not lit | w < tmrm^ 
ported into an honest laughter at them. And 
these are those happy liberties which, tho* few 


mill wreathe hk muscle* and hU limit*. *hkh cwmImI nm a *mil« 
of approbation, bul a laud laugh of e«tti®i*,pr and ,un»r<»k jh« 
nclor." On p, jhi “In my opinion, ib* part **f m n 

>nt* originally play'd, mi the only pvt In • Caici ' nor lotwiahly 
executed." 7 

* Mellchnrnber* on ihk passage tout f*«® cf i (,*.*»» ® aggravating 
note*. In which ho teems to iry ■« Uachm ClMm u much m 
possible, I confess that t «»n «« nothin# <■( ih» ** vrituin ** h« 
rewiiis tw vigorously. Jf» up i 

I livo|ihllus (.Ihhttr, in the lr*« I already <|n*<t#d, MrptuMto 
Staten that Hootli • was not so mnpukunty nk« m ttowrem* ‘ in 
this character, ns In that to which our author has Jnvklt«udy 
referred. I shall give the pa&mge, lm Ms (rowerfal miidm in 
Colley's venom t 


mr, ittKun. in tttw pari, though h» gave fall mmfm in the 
mnour, never dropped the dignity of ib» dkumm. V»u 
luglied at Henry, Inn iMt trot jmr mpmi for Wro, When h« 
ppeanal most familiar, he w by m mmm vnlpt,, The p«»p|« 
iwt about him felt the mm they enjoyed «u wing u» Ids ««• 
eseenx on. lie maintained the rormareb, Hmm tfnitodrt mmr 
higher picture «f him than M *t»« mm f'fkMtfc) to hk 
Wpntalforu When anpy, hk eye *f«b» majtrotfe itwn Ik* 
)***« * wrrii« were mmumk, tfo 
f iM* *fWi«wy grime* wtro tJte»*gto Wm» 
«towl tm m rttsfaia hk 
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authors are quality'd to lake, yel, when justly 
taken, may challenge a place among their great- 
eat beau lie*. Now, whether Dryclen, in his Moral, 
fcfkilt-r mu/rt,* . . . w may be allow'd the happi- 
ness of having hit this mark, seems not necessary 
to be determin'd by the aeior, whose business, 
sure, is to make the best of hi* author's intention, 
as in this part Kynasian did, doubtless not without 
Dry den's approbation. For these reasons then, 
I thought my good friend, Mr. Booth (wlui cer- 
tainly had many excellencies) carry 'd his rever- 
ence for the buskin too far, in not following the 
bold llight« of the author with that wanionness of 
spirit which the nature of those sentiments de- 
manded. For example, Moral having a criminal 
passion for tmlsmora, promises, at her request, for 
one day to spare the life of her lover, Aurenge- 
JSebe. But not chiming to make known the real 
motive of his mercy, when Nourmahal says to him 

>> ‘Twill mu be safe to let him live an hour I" 

Moral silence* her with this heroical rhoclomon- 
Uide, 

» I'll do’l, to shew my arbitrary power.'* 1 

Rmtm i tmmtk f ft was impossible not to laugh 
and reasonably, too, when tills line came out of 

' « Spiral tnftesat rad* el ftUehw audei" 

— /for. Mf>U. II. I, l6G. 

» M A«fmgfr 24 bit or, the Clrrai Mogul," act Iv. 
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the mouth of Kymiston,* with the 
“f'V k»* Him m,«hI«i „ , ' , **» 

lyramral, i.* , u , wiwi , h ' “ “'*« <■* 

* *"« »«l rational „Lt™' >• 

Murry the Fourth, which u, / M '^e»,»ear'» 

tho vulgar eye, th'ncc ,h“ k ", "* 

to become and support nr .m* . gnu;e 

Kynnston was entirely master, n* ™ mjm ? 
ment came from him ns ir j. « , . . r<! CVc 0‘ ®erui- 

f l ; e 1 had that ins Ju *"?' “ 

had lost the pf ayer md werath ' m . d,t * ** * he 
aonated, a porfoctfdn » ktiiu ht jw- 

ofton, in ^ (<mHl " m U 

of look, inanity office Z ‘ » nm mmm 'y 
shall unmask the man to th« * U, ^f U0u * (enure 
w ho. from the least of ih, ud ^ ous spactutor, 

,e "« f«m n, B ra, *" P* by 

deoper than the reLnter 1 ! ’ hwe mm k 
truo majesty Kytmlm had ,kI ler * ta n«l%. This 
°f that when he whisper’d tfanl* T * coron, and 
to Hotspur, lm d the plain line 

Send us ). our prisoner,, or w -|j hm flf |( , „ , 

loudoab inWperance t of , v J, | e mwms * in h than the 
life hoW imitator be 
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aw! just elocution that waited on it ait attempt of 
the suite nature may fall to nothing, 

Hut the dignity of thin diameter appear'd in 
Kynaslon still more shining in the private scene 
between the king and prince, his son. There you 
saw majesty in that sort of grief which only maj. 
oily could feel 1 There the paternal concern for 
the errors of the son made the monarch more 
rever'd and dreaded : Ins reproaches so just, yet 
so numix’d with anger (and therefore the more 
piercing) opening as it were the arms of nature 
with a secret wish that filial duty arid penitence 
avvak'd, might fall into them with grace and lion, 
our. In this affecting scene I thought Kynaston 
shelv'd his most masterly strokes of nature, ex- 
pressing all the various motions of the heart with 
the tame force, dignity, and feeling -they are writ- 
ten, adding to the whole that peculiar and becoming 
grace which the tat writer cannot inspire into any 
actor that is not tan with it. What made the 
merit of this actor and that of Betterton more sur- 
prising was, that though they both observ'd the 
rules of truth and nature, they were each as dif- 
ferent in their manner of acting as In their personal 
form and features, But Kyoaslna staid too long 
upon the stage, till hii memory and spirit began to 
tail him. I shall not therefore nay anythiug of lvia 
imperfection*, which* at that time, were visibly not 
his own, but the effects of decaying nature.' 
r ta nwnli of Kyewoo at end of second volume. 
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Monfort,' a younger man by twenty years, and 
at this time in his highest reputation, was an actor 
of a very different style. Of person he was tall, 
well made, fair, and of an agreeable aspect; his 
voice clear, full, and melodious, In tragedy he was 
the moat affecting lover within my memory. His 
addresses had a resistless recommendation from 
the very tone of hi# voice, which gave his word# 
such softness that, ns Drydcn says, — 

. . , 11 1.lko flaks# of feather'd snow, 

They melted iu they fell I"* 

All this he particularly verify 'd in that scene of 
“Alexander," where the heroe throws himaelf at the 
feet of Slalim for pardon of hi* pant infidelities. 
There we saw the great, the tender, the penitent! 
the despairing, the transported, and the amiable, in 
the highest perfection. In comedy he gave the 
tiuest life to what we call the fine gentleman ; hi* 
spirit shone the brighter for being polish'd with 
decency. In scenes of gaiety he never broke into 
the regard that was due to the presence of equal 
or superior characters, tho' inferior actors play'd 
them ; he fill’d the stage, not by elbowing and eras* 
ing it before others, or disconcerting their action, 
but by surpassing them in true masterly touches of 
■PR; H ® nowr lau Sh’d at hia own jest, unleu 

«I»n another required it, 

“SK r* M " te - ■ 
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He had a particular talent in giving life to bons 
inots and repartees : the wit of the poet seem’d 
always to come from him extempore, and sharpen’d 
into more wit from his brilliant manner of deliver- 
ing it ; he had himself a good share of it, or what 
is equal to it, so lively a pleasantness of humour, 
that when either of these fell into his hands upon 
the stage, he wantoned with them to the highest 
delight of his auditors. The agreeable was so nat- 
ural to him, that even in that dissolute character 
of the Rover 1 he seem’d to wash off the guilt from 
vice, and gave it charms and merit. For tho’ it 
may be a reproach to the poet to draw such charac- 
ters not only unpunish’d but rewarded, the actor 
may still be allow’d his due praise in his excellent 
performance. And this is a distinction which, when 
this comedy was acted at Whitehall, King William’s 
Queen Mary was pleas’d to make in favour of 
Monfort, notwithstanding her disapprobation of the 


play- . 

He had, besides all This, a variety in his genius 
which few capital actors have shewn, or perhaps 
have thought it any addition to their merit to arrive 
at : he could entirely change himself ; could at once 
throw off the man of sense for the brisk, vain, rude, 
and lively coxcomb, the false, flashy pretender to 
i; wit, and the dupe of his own sufficiency; of this 
: v he gave a delightful instance in the character of 


J; ; 1 WHlmore, in Mrs. Behn’s « Rover,” of which Smith was tho 
§.y original representative. 

fW-CX':?':':: - 
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SparklBh in Wydterly's " Cmmtry Wife.'* („ |j wt 
of Sir Courlly Nice ' his excellence wm si ill greater ; 
there his whole man, voice, mien, ami gesture was 
no longer Monfort, but another person. There 
the insipid, soft civility, the elegant « m l formal 
mien, the drawling delicacy of voice, the stately 
flatness of his address, and the empty eminence of 
his attitudes were k> nicely observ'd and guarded 
by him, that he had not teen an entire master of 
nature had he not kept him judgment, m it were i 
centlnel upon himself, not to admit the least like, 
ness of what he us’d to be to enter into any ml of 
his performance ; he could not possibly have so corn, 
p etely finish’d it. If, some years after the death 
of Monfort, I myself had any success in either of 
these characters, 1 must pay the debt I owe to his 
memory, m confessing the advantages I receiv’d 
from the just idea anti strong impression he had 

mlm£° 7 t" 1 ** lh “"' Hud he been re. 
wmbord when I Bret ntteropled them my defer,. 

w W l«o been m eully di.ee Wd, Md eeniw 

b« ™!' ) ' f “” urab “ I" them must him 

rememl , 7 iT* a "‘ ,ta “ d - " “ “uld be 

"“S Z i m '" ' Wd ,lw " dra " ,4 «“ of me 

of an affected 1 TT’ * cou *t mi ,lcre *u*poctod 
fan affected modesty or of overvaluing hkt excel. 

,un * a dear coantoNooour, and had 
melodious, warbling threat, which could not but 

Roy«| In 1(^5," " pMaesd *1 ths Thaalre 
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t off the last scene of Sir Courtly with an uncom- 
011 happiness ; which I, alas ! could only struggle 
ao’ with the faint excuses and real confidence of 
fine singer under the imperfection of a feign’d 
id screaming trebble, which at best could only 
lew you what I would have done had nature been 
ore favourable to me. 

This excellent actor was cut off by a tragical 
sath in the 33d year of his age, generally la- 
lented by his friends and all lovers of the theatre, 
'he particular accidents that attended his fall are 
3 be found at large in the “ Trial of the Lord 
fohun,” printed among those of the state, in folio. 1 

Sandford might properly be term’d the Spa- 
nolet of the theatre, an excellent actor in disagree- 
ble characters; for as the chief pieces of that 

• William Monntfort was born in 1659 or 1660. He became 
member of the Duke’s Company as a boy, and Downes says 
hat in 1682 he bad grown to the maturity of a good actor. In 
he “Counterfeits," licensed 29th August, 1678, the boy is 
Jayed by young Mumford, and in “ The Revenge," produced in 
680, the same name stands to the part of Jack, the barber's boy. 
\fter the union in 1682 lie made rapid progress, for he played 
lie groat character of Sir Courtly Nice as early as 1685. In this 
Hlbbor gives him the highest praise j and Downes says, “Sir 
Courtly was so nicely perform’d, that not any succeeding, hut Mr. 
Cyber has equall’d him.” Mounlfort was killed by one Captain 
Hill, aided, it is supposed, by the Lord Mohun who died in that 
terrible duel with the Duke of Hamilton, in 1712, in which they 
hacked eaclt other to death. Whether Hill murdered Mountfort 
or killed him in fair fight is a doubtful point. (See Doran’s 
“Their Majesties’ Servants," 1888 edition, 1 . 169-172) see also 
memoir at end of second volume.) 
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famous painter were oil human nature in |»*m »w) 
agony, so Sundford upon the stage «»% generally 
as flagitious as a Cram, a Jdaligm, an m a 
Macltiavil ' could make him The painter, -, js 
true, from the (ire of fib garni* might think Hw 
quiet objects of nature loo tame tor hi« prmd, a , w | 
therefore chase to indulge it in its lull power upm 
tlmse of violence and horror. Hut jmwr bbndtord 
was not the stage villain % choice, but (row n©» 
cessity ; for having a lew and mmk&i perM*. »ueb 
bodily defects were too strong to he admitted into 
giont or amiable (detractors, so that whenever in 
any new or revived play there wn* « hateful or 
mischievous person, SaMford w U m to haw no 
competitor for It. Nor Indeed (m we aw not to 
suppose a villain or traitor can be shewn for tnir 
imitation, or not for our abhorrence) can p i w 
doubted but the less comely the «et«r ; a person the 
fitter be may be to perform them, The spectator, 
00, by not being milled by a tempting form, may 

7 1<SM indirul ««»«» the wicked or immoral 
||aor senthnonta of them, and though the bard 

igeofan OUpu might naturally give ih« human. 
<6A“ *■» fUmm that could 

of the tat acta 
who could say t l i ** *- • - 


in such a 


®SES lter *“ troe «'«i |wi wta, 


1 .4 M l t v f .IIItUsM 


V) l 

luul recommended hnn the virtuous hcrne, uv 
any other »t**ir 1‘trasmg favowiic ut the inugh 
nJ| |j mi » tu ihv* disadvantageous light, then, *»mim| 
Sandlnrd u* mi mim. hy the Miriuus, 

while the crowd mdy |*mUM him hy their prej 
mhte ' And *** mno<«-d had il t«*eu to see &UUh 
ford an innocent man >» a jday. that whenever Ire 
W«a w*. the a|*'» tatois would hardly give him tmlit 
in «tt girnni an nu|n»l*ahd«y txi ntr give you mi 
odd Inaumtt id il. «hUh I heard Mmilmi My was 
a real fa*. t A new jdav tithe n.mw of is l have 
fofgott was brought u|*mt the stage, whrtciu Hand- 
(ord Happen'd So the part •*! an honest 

•talttman, The |*h mliw they had wir three ur 
(our act a ill a rjuiet c spect. atom that the well dissent- 
hW honesty ot Sandhud (lor such rd four ms they 
COitchnM HJ w«»dd •**»« be diwwrVl nr at least 
(row it* windy involve the wt«»» in the (day in 
sow® attrpfiMng distress m contusion, which might 
fthns and animate th® mccwfh to eonto, when, at 
li%t, Unrjini no smith matter* hut that the eat -ast to- 
[die hid tatuai unite another torn, and that Sand- 

g t $;$ 1 1| $^*4 8^^ fa 

is »W paifte* •&*■****» »* a* ifftfsutr- SwM«»«i 

*»S Mlwwmimi ***** •*** «■*»»* «h» » Minn 

fwtf I# &m* *#&** $ *** m #***^1 ^ » 

hrnpv** %mMm4 *■# ***** **• **** * **»** *■** Um 
M s a a i n g $f*p» * *h»«i **s*% *n& 4*s§a**»» hufnhd *h*», **tn»*j8 
y* Humlnrr «* # 4f** ***** ** *** 

Adi ah itte m §rfes»to» jetoum* *a» ***“*»■ 

f«Sf A#Sgfc«i aWr «n*i* « *»•* *» «**•»«* ** ** a #l '' 4 " 
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ford wns rally an honest wan to the end of th 0 
play, they fairly damn'd it. u if the author had 
impos'd upon them the moat rrmtlcwor incredible 
absurdity . 1 

It is not improbable but that from Swndfonl'a 
so masterly personating character of guilt, the in. 
ferior actors might think hw success chiefly owing 
to the defects of his person, and from thence wight 
take occasion, whenever they appear'd a* bravos 
or murtherers, to make themselves as frightful and 

“ ln, !r? M King Charles's 

time this low skill was carry'd to such an mmm- 

gatveo, that the king himself, who was black brow'd 
and of a swarthy complexion, pass'd a pleasant 
remark upon Ids observing the grim looks of the 
murtherers In "MickbetV when, turning to bis 
pcope in the box about hint, "Pray what is the 

* "! e " n, J g ' 8aid he < " tf Jat w« never see a rogue in a 
play, but, Godsfiihl they always dap him on « 
black perriwlg when it is well known one of the 
greatat rogues in England always wears a fair 
one l Now, whether or no Doctor Oates at that 
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time wore his own hair I cannot be positive ; or if his 
Majesty pointed at some greater man then out of 
power, l leave those to guess at him who may yet 
remember the changing complexion of his minis- 
lcw , Tills story I had from Betterton, who was a 
wan ‘ veracity, and I confess I should have thought 
the king's observation a very just one, though he 
himself had been fair ast Adonis. Nor ran l in 
this question help voting with the court; for were 
it not too gross a weakness to employ in wicked 
purpose* men whose very suspected looks might 
be enough to betray them ) Or are we to sup- 
pose it unnatural that a murlher should be thor- 
oughly committed out of an old rad coat and a 

black perriwig ? . , 

For my own part. 1 profess myself to have been 

an admirer of Sandford. and have often lamented 
that his masterly performance could not be re* 
warded with that applause which t saw much in- 
ferior actors met with, merely because they stood 
in more laudable character*. For, tho' it may be 
a merit in on audience to applaud sentiments o 
virtue and honour, yet there seems to be an equal 
justice that no distinction should be made as to 
the excellence of an actor, whether in a good or 
evil character, since neither the vice nor the vtr* 
tue of It l» bis own, but given him by the poet. 
Therefore, why Is not the actor who shines m either 
equally commewUM. 1 No. nr. tW« »*r * 

i pnAsUy U»* lad «I itolwdawy. 
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reason, but that is not always a rule with us ; the 
spectator will tell you, that when virtue is ap- 
plauded lie gives part of it to himself, because 
his applause at the same time lets others about 
him see that he himself admires it. Hut when a 
wicked action is going forward, when an I ago is 
meditating revenge and mischief, iho’ art and 
nature may be equally strong in the actor, the 
spectator is shy of his applause, lest he should in 
some sort be look'd upon as an aider or an abettor 
of the wickedness in view, and, therefore, rather 
cluises to rob the actor of the praise he may merit, 
than give it him in a character which lie would 
have you see his silence modestly discourages. 
From the same fond principle many actors have 
made it a point to be seen in parts sometimes even 
flatly written, only because they stood in the 
favourable light of honour and virtue.' 

I have formerly known an actress carry this 
theatrical prudery to such a height, that aim was 
very near keeping herself chaste by it ; her fond* 
ness Cor virtue on the stage she began to think 
might perawnde the world that it had made an 
impression on liar private life ; and the appear- 
ances of It actually went so far that, in an 

1 Macready seems la have held something like ihU view re- 
garding “ villain*." At the present time we have no melt preju* 
■||^ for one of the most popular of English sewn, Mr, E. B, 
Hit reputation chiefly to hts emulerfolly vivid 
presentation of vlMnv, 
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epilogue to an obscure play, the profits of which 
were given to her, ami wherein she acted a part of 
Impregnable chastity, she bespoke the favour of the 
hdicH by a protestation that in honour of their good- 
m'HS and virtue she would dedicate her unblemish d 
life to their example. Part of thin vestal vow, I 
remember, was contain'd in the following verse: 

if SHiidy to live ilto churftcwsr I 

B Ut ulna, how weak are the strongest works of 
art when nature besieges it I l f or though this good 
creature so far held out her distaste to mankind 

Sat they could never reduce her to marry any mm 
of 'em 5 yet we must own she grew, like Ca.fl.tr, 
LZ by her fall I Her first hen** motive to 
a surrender was to save the life of a lover - who in 
hi9 despair had vow'd to destroy himself, with 
w ich act of mercy (in a Jealous dispute once » 
mv t ear i nr ) ahe was provoked to reproach him 
in^these very words : "Villain! did not I save your 
life ? " The generous lover, in return to that rs 
tendor W* gave Hfo to tar mt 

*«"*»*■% zsZi IKJK 

KiSwIlt* Th. KM* 1» *•**■«» 

-^rscss'-v-jr^ 

At your own virtue's shrine my vows I II pay, 

Study to'Uve the character I play. 

• im ^ *** XZv'XXmt £ 

became the wife of Christopher Bullock, and etiaa 173; 
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that pious offspring has since raised to her memory 
several innocent grandchildren. 

So that, as we ace, it is not the howl thnt makes 
the monk, nor the veil Urn vestal; I » m apt t„ 
think that if the personal morals of an actor were 
to be weighed by his appearance on the stage, the 
advantage and favour (if any were due to either 
side) might rather incline to the traitor than the 
heroe, to the Sempronitw than the Cato, or to 
the Syphax than the Juba; because no man can 
naturally desire to cover his honesty with a wicked 
appearance j but an 111 man might possibly Incline 
to cover his guilt with t he appearance of virtue 
which was the case of the frail fair {>mj no J 
mentioned. But be this question deckled m it 
may, Snndford always appear’d to me the honeater 
man m proportion to the spirit wherewith ho ex- 
posed the wicked ami immoral characters he acted : 

, 1 1,18 hflart unsound, or tainted with 

»L In " f lh “" 1 Wa “"«*«« m. in 

mTJ hi"' , ”" y tW "“ r 11 "*»"««"« of 
hm seif, have been a check upon the vivacity 

0 . 113 act on ; Siwdford therefore might to said 

nio S T V n 0 ,f 0ntnlniL f ! llia 0<|ual * hare the fore- 
stage* undVthMi t l ™ ft _ and laudable us© of the 
the obioct of * * * ht !f°’ of «o frequently 
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For In making vice odious or virtue amiable, where 
docs the merit differ 7 To hate the one or love 
the other are but leading steps to the same temple 
of fame, tho' at different portals.' 

This actor, in his manner of speaking, varied 
very much from those I have already mentioned. 
Ilia voice had an acute and piercing tone, which 
struck every syllable of his words distinctly upon 
the ear. He had likewise a peculiar skill in Ida 
look of marking out to an audience whatever he 
judg'd worth their more than ordinary notice. 
When he deliver'd a command, lie would some- 
times give it more force by seeming to slight 
the ornament of harmony. In Drydcn'a plays of 
rhime, he as little as possible glutted the ear with 
tho jingle of it, rather eh using, when the sense 
would permit him, to lose it, than to value It. 

Had Sand ford liv'd in Shakes pear's time, I am 
confident his Judgment must have chose him above 
all other actors to have play'd his Richard the 
Third i 1 leave his person out of the question, 
which, tho' naturally made for it, yet that would 
have been the least part of his recommendation. 
Snndford had stronger claims to Its he had some- 
times an uncouth stateliness Ip his motion, a harsh 
and sullen pride of speech) a meditating brow, 
a stem aspect, occasionally changing into an 
almost ludicrous triumph over nil goodness and 
virtue ? tom thence falling into the moat aaawa- 

i Sw mtrndr of fhmdferd at end of volume. 



8ive gentleness and soothing candour „f « dcs.Vn. 
mg heart. Ihcse, I M y. mm j mvc , trefcrr . l , 

to it ; these would have been colours ao essentially 
«lm>mg in that character, that it will be no dii. 
jim'se to that great author to my, Kundfurd must 
have shewn as many masterly strokes in it (|,„l |,„ 

J^'V f ret brm, K l “ 11 Richard the Third **» 
(wt h such alterations as I thought nut improper) 

o to stage, Snodford was engaged in the corn 
pany then acting under King William’s licence in 
Lincoln s-Inn. Field#; otherwise you emmot brn 

suppose my in tere8t muil > m . e ^ ^ 

Kiri, Wlmt encouraged me, therefore, to attempt 
f myself at the Theatre Royal, was that I imaS 
new 1(w sa , ford would have spohen^ 

"ede t L T 10 ,Uly al “ ‘ »»e. 

’ Cl 11,0 mem given to him ; and how 

m. 'i5^7K "« aMw « 

uy. thVih, , f |„r TiJ L ' T ,hiM « ****** H. nM | r 

have played it, paM ** hB ^ mw Ssadfent would 

^ 2 ££ ™ K? SJJi 1,“ “ *•, «*.■ « *. «. 
m~m) gives m MS2,!1 ® nty u ‘» h . w- <w t«. 

HI* opinion of It may b* M'hJri h?* **£ wraUMon, 

lias no wish to disturb Oii«I» d»e« atmi«m«* » '*On# 

w V"«*a* i« 'Wr.moqult 
hoqoent rep “ * * «*'«* h? «*« 

Mother* ®n u« no n«a«» hrtirmn ^ ", dte *we«f#l 

m Shak* pew „„d a, ? W#wl> * v*#** 

T * tk « "dtwtw tm cn» 

^ d»ey would 
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far I auccmlvd in that light, thone only can be 
judges win* remember him, In order, therefore, 
to give yon a nearer idea of Sand ford, you must 
give me leave (compellM as I am to be vain) 
to tell you that the late Sir John Vanbrugh, 
wlu* was an admirer of Sandford, after he had 
seen me net it, assur'd me that he never knew any 
erne actor »n jmiiladarly profit by another as I had 
done by Sandford in "Richard the Third:" You 
have, said he, his very look, gesture, gait, speech, 
and every motion of him, and have borrow'd them 
all only to serve you in that character. If, there- 
fore, Sir John Vanbrugh's observation was just, 
they who remember me in "Richard the lhird 
may have a nearer conception of Sandford than 
from ail the critical account I can give of him.' 

I come now to those other men actors, who at 
this time were equally famous in the lower life of 


>"Th# laumat" (p. " This earn# mender of Shake- 

#p»r chose Ui« principal part, via. Ui» king, for himself i and 
accordingly being Invested with Ihe purple robe, he screamed 
ihro' four acta wllhool dignity or decency. Tire audience, 
i, teas'd with the fuet, accoropany'd him with a smile of eon- 
tempi. total In the «Wi mi, he degenerated all at once Into Sir 
Novelty t and when In the heat of the battla at llosworth nel* > 
the Mas te tlbmonnled, our eomlfrlragmUtt earns on the »t*p, 
really breatldw, and tn a seeming panlck, screaming out th s 
Une thus — A harse, a harse, my kingdom for a h«r*e- ™* 
highly delighted some, and dlagwwd others of Ids audliora! 
and when he m Wil’d by Rfehmmrd. one might plainly perceive 
that the peal people worn not boiler pleas'd that so execrable a 
tyrant was destroy'd, than that eo execrable an actor was silent. 
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comcrly. Bui ( li,„| mysdf „ m „ , 

yoa them In their .run pro,*, |, K ,„. ‘ 

Ilmre already set More w , , 

dta own. u, into joy „ ' h 

cy=» on i. wi,h ,*>, « «„ „,n 
another* tlpprcl.cn.tai. but I. ...sy ^ 

Ul ? ***** •iwtntor to account lor .1, 
fun.il.ur violence of laughter tin,, „ ta || , ciw 
« *omc psrtic.hr .trnkc. „( „ tru0 
How then .hall I describe vvhM , better hi' 

taKhtnottaubletn,,,™,. Tl.c r,.l^ " ,!|«i 
ho fancy cannot n anally be hid d„„.„ ' , 

thnt ought to govern the judgment Ti, . 1 . 
too, that mint to observed |„ t,, w | . 
tho manner of . peaking It, 0 „o ,„T muo 

»™ti,o"lmerand“ra™t?ur i ’l'l “* Wri, “ 

therefore, to describe w Li Wum w< Jrtk, 

only hope voti win 1 i ,My Wmn,eod * I «m 
thj. eted?u ,2 *" r"l !° "» : and 

ttU yon that ton ‘ to "*• «t when I 

I'W an actor of a nuke different genius 
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from any I Imvc ever read, heard of, or seen, since 
or before his lime ; and yet his general excellence 
may be comprehended in one article, viz. a plain 
and palpable simplicity of nature, which was so 
utterly his own, that he was often ns unaccount- 
ably diverting in his common speech as on the 
stage. 1 saw him once giving an account of some 
table-talk to another actor behind the scenes, 
which a man of quality accidentally listening to, 
was «o deceived by his manner, that he ask'd him 
if that was a new play he was rehearsing? It 
seems almost amazing that this simplicity, so easy 
to Nokea, should never be caught by any one of 
his successors. Leigh and Underfill have been 
well copied, tho’ not squall'd by others. But not 
all the mimical skill of Kst court (fam'd as he was 
for it) tho' he had often seem Mokes, could scarce 
give us an idea or him. After this perhaps it will 
be saying less of him, when I own, that though I 
have still the sound of every line he spoke in my 
ear (which us'd not to be thought a bad one), 
yet I have often try'd by myself, but in vain, to 
reach the least distant likeness of the vis comm 
of Mokes. Though this may seem little to his 
praise, It may he negatively saying a good deal to 


both aetora among Rhode#’# original company, Robert playing 
mala character*, and Jamas being tma of tho "boy actresses. 
Downes <l«s not distinguish between them at all. almply men- 
liUmlng « Mr. Nofees " a# paying particular pan#. Robert Nokes 
dMatoat I0?3* Umi we m cwUto that the famous brother 

was James* 
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it, because I have never seen any one net,,,. , 
himself, whom I canid not at least «<, hr imh!!^ 

r.rcvr " ,a " i * rabic -t™ "( i,h 

‘ "‘IN »» form U by nature for the -,ta^ ,i. 

I question if (Ucymul the trouble ( 'f % , 
"*> i< -cr 

to arrive fii iKn#: i « 1 ui m Mi>nur 

toorvTd " Bl ' M 

Brittle in the “Wanton Wife'" r\ ^ rrU1 ^ 

In the "SoWirt "oL, . V Du "“ 

trion, " 1 etc, To Mu io *“ " Amply. 

^ «» «ch of ifSdsr. tJtVfr “ 

« w., rrs % zr w u 

‘Z7 r'™ 

piayLtTr^Xi rr in a 

plauae, not of hands nn i f “ fln nvo,untar y «P» 

i»w rita I, ,„S; : T may * *"i 

spoken, but lwTJSS^ f^^uted and be „ 

sight of him pUS^| k ^* wWch the wr y 
m provoked and natem ant’d not wist; 

-Y. Ibw w * t ®*« *« « T«V* 

b»'«l u W(f «Att|£tH2n £r^ f rt * r '" " T1 * 8 *«Mtari« to,,. 

***** P y I'Whiwtt ftflSf Robert JfolmA 
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yd the louder the laugh the graver wot his look 
up on it ; ami sure, the ridiculous solemnity of his 
features were enough to have act a whole bench of 
bishops into n litter, ant’d he have been honour'd 
(may it he no offence to suppose it) with Buch 
r mve and right reverend auditors. In the ludi- 
croua d’wiresscs winch, by tlie laws of comedy, 
folly is often involv'd in, he sunk into such a mix- 
ture of piteous pusillanimity and a consternation 
m ruefully ridiculous and inconsolable, that when 
he had shook you to a fatigue of laughter, it be- 
came a moot point whether you ought not to have 
plty'd him. When he debated any mailer by him- 
self, he would shut up his mouth with a dumb 
studious powt, and roll his full eye into such a 
vacant amazement, such a palpable ignorance of 
what to think of it, that his silent perplexity 
(which would sometimes hold him several minutes) 
gave your imagination as full content u the most 
absurd thing he could say upon It, In the charae- 
ter of Sir Martin Murrell who is always commit- 
ting blunders to the prejudice of his own interest, 
when he had brought himself to a di emmn in j 

affairs by vainly proceeding upon his own head, 
afraid to look hi. governing 

servant and counsellor in the face, what ® °T Q 
and dl«tre»ful harangue have I mm 1 him ">“*• 
with hla look, (while the how ha. been In e ne 
continued roar Cor «e«e»l minute') Wo™ 
could prwail with -W* courage to spe 
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iim ! Then might you have at once read in his 
face vexation — that his own measures, which he 
had piqued himself upon, had fail'd. Envy — of 
his servant’s superior wit — distress — to retrieve 
the occasion he had lost. Shame — to confess 
his folly, and yet a sullen desire to be reconciled 
and better advised for the future I What tragedy 
sver shew’d us such a tumult of passions rising 
it once in one bosom 1 or what buskin’d heroe 
standing under the load of them could have more 
effectually mov’d his spectators by the most 
pathetick speech than poor miserable Nokes did 
by this silent eloquence and piteous plight of his 
features ? 

His person was of the middle size, his voice 
clear and audible; his natural countenance grave 
and sober; but the moment he spoke the settled 
seriousness of his features was utterly discharg'd 
and a dry, drolling, or laughing levity took such 
full possession of him that I can only refer the 
Jdea of him to your imagination. In some of his 
ow characters, that became it, he had a shuffling 
shamble in his gait, with so contented an ignorance 
in his aspect and an aukward absurdity in his ges- 

have hr n0t known hitn < Y™ could not 

have believ d that naturally he could have had a 

grain of common sense. In a word, I am tempted 

to sum up the character of Nokes, as a comedian, 
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HI* Ilk was laujthtrr, and il\«i ludicrous 

H„ ,,,1*1 it* Kirn, that nature might *tt«d «)* 

Anti wy W all the world —* This «ah an at ini. 1 

Leigh was t.f the merani.il klml, and though 
not Bn strict mi observer of nature, yet never m 
wimti'U in his jncrlonuame m t« he wholly mil of 
her sight. In humour he lov'd to takes a full 
career, but was caret til enough t«» slop short what 
just upon the precipice ; he had great vnrlcty In hi* 
manner, and was famous in very different chtmic- 
ter*. In the ranting, grave hypocrisy of the 
*• Spanish Friar" ho sirettht the veil »»l piety »o 
thinly over him, that i» every look, wool, and 
motion you saw a palpable, wicked slyness slime 
through it— here he kepi his vivacity demurely 
confin'd till the pretended duty of his function 
demanded it, and then he e»«i<sd H with a 
ick sacerdotal insolence, Bui the 1" riar is a char» 
actor of such glaring vice and to strongly drawn, 
that a very indifferent actor cannot hut hit upon 
the broad Jests that are remarkable in every scene 
of it. Though I Have never yet soon anyone that 
hag fdl'd them with half the truth and spirit of 
Leigh — Leigh rak'd the diameter as much above 
the poet's imagination as the character has »«»' 
timet rais'd other actum above themselves! and 1 
do not doubt but the poet's knowledge of Leigh's 
gen'iua help'd him u» many a pleasant stroke of 
nature, which without that knowledge never might 

' * 9m mm «f |*»» *«*«* *> "* ***** **’***“•' 
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htu ; c »*in muxiAim. 1 oid, u-, 

111 «M* charter Hun ih c y^ f " » 
Dorset (wliowits |ly an admirer and a ind/ 
of theatrical merit) had n wlmlr Jrm i /. ^ 1 

r.‘f " »™i 

11,11 "" Uclgh arriv'd to „, d , r * 

wa# so comiilaul). written for 1 

'» lll “ ««U make the renter r », i f 

closet, have, by the Mrentrih nt i u * 11 1 lc 

!!'!"! «“ l»«l« Uughter on ,L*‘C. '"or 

Van * (t " S “ m " 

Villain, 

*prlgln|y actor, Mr. i* r li*e ~n» 8 ,2 1 ’ty '*'*» InMruMw 

•»*!«« ono of >u, tMI#Wa , , ^ f m Mred*** r»%t,8,n*n, 

were • nik tin in 

tor Ciulldonsiam In • i > »„j , * U fif6 ' *"e<'M»n«l 

B'Avsnam'# Maov# anti l| ormu , ' an r »r UmmiI, in 

leva him life coroneitenJ^. *r kh !* mkm lh * Bert »f 
(he CnrrciKitlor, In Tubas, uj M,i ** ,n * K«m« t»mj 

■ l,orl eomloel proloma* u, ihl'. J, lit 'f 3* **? "PeeWit* « 

<llverUn B danees,' Mr. Priee‘Mlnid If** k,rw,Ww g *w» ‘very 
Hie (own. 1 The vemaitllL jK^ -f “ ' mh ' Wj ' 1 «PP»«e*e #f 
the iieceajliie, o{ „ |B "JJJ ,1 *"•* #m ® 1 fc *"h««*r*ii (W 
l*t down far U r( | , 1 ,1 #» m near find him 

»rmed will, !„*, 7 C " f "f *?** «*• %h(h.- || B n m 

mesw *is: 2 £k«- «■ - 



vnnt in " Sir SwIunu'M Single " • Quite npi-wite »<* 
thnM were Sir JwJly Jumble. In the •*S.Mie»\ 
Fortune,” * mul lib old HcUuml in the *• Squire *4 
Alsivtiii.'' 1 I n Sir J*41y he w*n» sill hie notl laugh 
jug hummir, ami when N««kea wlnl with him in 
the Mine play. I hey iclunM ihe Ml m «lcxier« 
misly upon one another, that every wene between 
them sccnttl but one twUmueil real * of csccHenee 


me'* \mi j»»te Itotoy. i« " >*« *" * W » •M* ***** 
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by Patrtw* aJnw lh» »te»lr«* «***te*»*> to «<**■ 

the «**! Flrw 

o. Sti UnhMMMii m. lb# C»*tU*H»* hf J<*» 

* Uy Oi«M|. * #» 

i., " jjj a mm «*•»! Im iMMbi *#>£ ♦***» M» te* 1 # to**** a 

dek «4 CMliMMl WHMMM* <* 0*. w» *»•*»• *»»" ,%B 

wbei - wtei to to tew* iww* w»*4 « * «hf .*' 

Ctbter w tkvvmO to to *'C*w»w* llwteM. «• 

I** tetol Mm*n* #«f. •* h-4. H*»** *• 

•lawttng apte*! »** P**- , , - , 
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am if **»» taM# fifes****. W *«4 k»w«i t» *«*P *"•* 
a Mil itoagto «Mi* *f *** f* **9 ** W * *** ** 
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and follies of extreme old age, in the characters of 
Fumble In the " Fond Husband,” ‘ and the tooth- 
less lawyer* In the “City Politicks,” both which 
plays liv'd only by the extraordinary performance 
of Nolccs and Leigh. 

There were two other characters of the farcical 
kind, Geta in the “ Prophetess,” and Crack in “ Sir 
Courtly Nice,” which, as they arc less confin'd to 
nature, the Imitation of them was less difficult to 
PcnkethmaiV who, to say the truth, delighted more 
In the whimsical than the natural ; therefore, when 
I say ho sometimes resembled Leigh, I reserve 
this distinction on his master's aide, that the pleas- 
ant extravagancies of l-cigh were all the flowers of 
his own fancy, while the less fertile brain of my 
friend was contented to make use of the stock his 
predecessor had left him. What I have said, there- 
fore, is not to detract from honest Pinky’s merit, 
but to do justice to his predecessor. . . . And 
though, 'tia true, wo as seldom see a good actor as 
a great poet arise from the bare imitation of anoth- 
er’s genius, yet if this be a gen end rule, Penketh- 
man was the nearest to an exception from it ; for 
with those who never knew Leigh he might very 
well have pass’d for a more than common original. 
Yet again, as my partiality for Penkethman ought 

1 By Durfey. 

» Jlartollne. Gonest suggests tlmt this character was Intended 
(or the Whig lawyer, Serjeant Maynard. The play was wrlllon 
by Crowne. 

» See memoir of Plnkethman at end of second volume. 
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not to lead me from truth, I must beg leave (though 
out of its place) to tell you fairly what was the 
beat of him, that the superiority of Leigh may stand 
in its <hm light. . . . f’enkethman had certainly 
from nature a great deal of comic power about 
him, but his judgment was by no means equal to 
it; for he would make frequent deviations into the 
whimsies of an harlequin, lly the way (let me di- 
gress a little farther), whatever allowance* arc made 
for the licence of that character, f mean of an har- 
lequin, whatever pretences may he urged, from the 
practice of the ancient comedy, far its being play'd 
in a mask, resembling no part of the human species, 

I am apt to think the best excuse a modern actor 
can plead for his continuing it, is that the low, 
senseless, and monstrous things he says and does 
in it no theatrical assurance could get through with 
a bare face. Let me give you an instance of even 
Pen keth man's being out of countenance for want 
of it ! when he first played harlequin in the " Km- 
peror of the Moon," ' several gentlemen (who 
Inadvertently judg'd by the rules of nature) fancied 

1 In this farce, written by Mr*. Ilitlm, and produced tri |6S?, 
Javon was Ilia original harlequin. I'lnheihman played the pari 
In 1701, «nd played li without the mask on tilth September, i ? oi. 

10 !h)ily CournMt of (her dele contains an advertisement In 
which It Is elated that " Ai the denim of some persons of tjuaHiy 
Mi* wUl 1)6 presumed a comedy, tail'd, - The Emperor of the 
MMn/ where In Mr. l'enkethman acts the part of harlequin with 
ont a masque, for the entartfdmneut of an African prince lately 
a m 
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that a great deal of the drollery and spirit of his 
grimace was lost by his wearing that useless, un- 
meaning masque of a black cat, and therefore in- 
sisted that the next time of his acting that part ho 
should play without it. Their desire was accord- 
ingly comply'd with —» but, alas ! in vain — * Penketh- 
man could not take to himself the shame of the 
character without being concealed — he was no 
more harlequin his humour was quite discon- 
certed. Ilis conscience could not with the same 
cflfronterie declare against nature without the cover 
of that unchanging face, which he was sure would 
never blush for it, No, it was quite another case ; 
without that armour his courage could not come up 
to the bold strokes that were necessary to get the 
better of common sense. Now if this circumstance 
will justify the modesty of Pcnkethnmn, it can- 
not but throw a wholesome contempt on the low 
merit of an harlequin. But how farther necessary 
the masque is to that fool’s coat, we have lately 
had a stronger proof in the favour that the "Harle- 
quin Sauvago ” met with at Paris, and the ill fate 
that followed the same sauvago when he pull'd 
off hia masque In London.' So that it seems what 

1 This refer* to « An and Nature," a comedy by James Miller, 
produced at Drury Lana r 6th February, 1738. The principal 
diameter In "Harlequin Sauvaga" was Introduced Into It and 
played liy Theophlltw Gibber. The piece was damned the first 
night, but It must not be forgotten that the Templars damned 
everything of Mill«r , 8 eft account of his supposed Insult to thorn 
In his farce of "The Coffee House." Bellehambora say* the piece 
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waa wit from an harlequin was something too ex- 
travagant from a human creature. If. therefore 
Pcnkethmnn in characters drawn from nature 
might sometimes launch out into n few gamesome 
libei ties which would not have been excused from 
a more correct comedian, yet, in his manner of tak- 
fng them, he always seem'd to me in a kind of con- 
sejousness of the hazard he was running, M if he 
fairly confess'd that what lie did was only as well 
as he could do. . . . That he was willing to take 
hia chance for success, but if he did not meet with 
a rebuke should break no squares ; he would mend 
it another time, and would take whatever pleas'd 
hu Judges to think of him in good part ; and I have 
often thought that a good deal of the favour he 
mot with was owing to this seeming humble way 
of waving all pretences to merit but what the town 
would please to allow him. What confirms me 
in this opinion is, that when it has been hia ill for. 
tune to meet with a dkgnmk, I have known him 

ZZT l°, r Clf, t yet kml cnou & h 10 be heard, 
whirh a 1 bo ovc 1 nm n wrong here I " 

*17 w ff *° r” recelv ’ d by the audience 
nt they turn d their reproof Into applause. 1 

8w ’ 

‘'brnmliirttiiolbl™. 5 ?? Davlm In hb 

, , Tn , ' e pta * ut “>«' RoerulUni 

WgB*g3&2T' t B0,# ' Md Wnk ^W«» on# of 

hlro, Mk«<l kb name i 
or awortng m |»« ought, Pinky rolled, < Why I don't 
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Now, the judgment of Leigh always guarded tire 
happier sallies of his fancy from the least hazard 
of disapprobation : he seem'd not to court, but to 
attack your applause, and always came off victorious ; 
nor did bis highest assurance amount to any more 
thnn that just confidence without which the common* 
dable spirit of every good actor must be abated ; and 
of this spirit Leigh was a most perfect master. 
He was much admir'd by King Charles, who us'd 
to distinguish him when spoke of by the title of 
his actor 1 which, however, makes me imagine that 
In his exile that prince might have receiv'd ids first 
impression of good actors from the French stage ; 
for Leigh had more of that farcical vivacity than 
Nokes j but Nokes was never languid by his more 
strict adherence to nature, and as far as my judg* 
ment is worth taking, If their intrinslck merit could 
be Justly weigh'd, Nokes must have bad the better 
in the balance. Upon the unfortunate death of Mon* 
you know my n*m*, M> 1 I thought #wry fed 1 taM 

Wttk*. In rags. wMipswd >«Ulm the ««» Anoletist > 

Applets The other ******* ‘Th»K«* t£S2Z 
Thomas Devfl 1 my ^ h WW mkrnhmm »• and, 

*ddr«l»g ft« tahsMuW of dm ?«.££ 

you, Wend j don’t yen know my name rnsey. 

Ltd a re* pendant, * m know U very mV T*>« 
now In m uproar. Ute MdhMS. *t *«»• *J* 1 JJ * jj. 

felly of THntwthman, and Um dfor« of Wlte i *«*• ihap 8 
re« of the joke, It grow and Widtay »J “f .. 

sens, a very wveni reprimand In ft ht*MJ “f, „!? ant* with ft 
plmm k* changed Into mtam Jfl ,<2 # „5 
«mntmut« us metamdioty m lm ^ 

nasal twang, 'Otto# 1 I (taw I m wrong p. *»• 
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fort, Leigh fell ill of a fever, and dy'd in a week 
after him, in December 1692,' 

Undcrhil was n correct and natural comedian, 
hi« particular excellence was in characters that 
may be called still-life, 1 mean the stiff, the heavy, 
and the stupid ; to these he gave the cxnetest and 
most expressive colours, and in some of them look’d 
as if it were not in the jjower of human passions to 
alter a feature of him. In the solemn formality of 
Obadinh in the " Committee," and in the boobily 
heaviness of Lolpoop in the " Squire of Alsatin," he 
seem'd the immoveable log lie stood fori a coun- 
tenance of wood could not ho more fixt than his, 
whan tho blockhead of a character required it; his 
face was full and long j from his crown to the end 
of his nose was the shorter half of it, so that tho 
disproportion of hla lower features, when soberly 
compos d, with an unwandorlng eye hanging over 
them, threw him into the most lumpish, moping 
mortal that ever made beholders; merry I not but 
at other times lie could be wakened into spirit 
equally ridiculous, In the course, rustlck humour 
of Justice Clodpate, in " Epsome Wells," * he was 
a delightful brute I and In the blunt vivacity of 
Sir Sampson, in » Love for Love," he allow'd all 
that true perverse spirit that is commonly seen in 
much wit and Ill-nature. Tills character is one of 
4® few so well written, with so much wit and 
;! iat m ttctor mm be the grossest dunce 
'aesnismslrsruigksttwl of sKond volome. »By gluulwell. 
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that docs not appear with an unusual life in it : 
but it will still shew as great a proportion of skill 
to come near Umlerhil in the acting it, which (not 
to undervalue those who soon came after him) I 
have not yet seen. He was particularly admir'd 
too for the Grave-digger in " Hamlet." The author 
of the Tatlrr recommends him to the favour of the 
town upon that play's being acted for his benefit, 
wherein, after his age had some years oblig'd him 
to leave the stage, he came on again, for that day, 
to perform his old part ; ' hut, alas ! so worn and 
disabled, ns if himself was to have lain in the grave 
he was digging; when he could no more excite 
laughter, his infirmities were dismiss'd with pity. 

1 Underhill uctiitu u* have partially retired altonl ihe beginning 
ol 1 yoy, Ills played Si, I < 1 1 1 <’ y on jilt Ueceinheri 1706# 

lull [IuIImV played I, *>„ till, January. 1707, and, two days «U*r, 
Jrihnaon played Underbid'* pari of ihe Filet (irave-dlggnr. Under- 
hill, however, |,Uywl In M Ihe Mover " on ioth jsttuey, ' 7 fl ? - 
The twnefil CiMrer infer* «« took place on 3*1 June. I 7 <*h 
llmkihilt played Ihe (iravwdigger again »« 3 . 1 '' February, 'W 
and nn uih May, 1 Jits, lor Ilia tw«« 0 i, ha played Trlnado In 
1* 'n,e Tempest M ti*n**i My* he acted at Greenwich on a6lh 
August, 171®. ‘Che adverlbemeni in lira IhtJtr (a^ih May, 
ijb<|| ron* 1 <>Mr, Cave Underhill, Ihe famous comedian In (ho 
reigns tit K. Ciuitcs it. K lame* if. K, WilUam and Q. Mary, 
and her pre»«u Majmiy *,? Anna s Nr now nol aide w perform 
cu ofien m bunriofor* in the play twiiae, and having had low *« 
ihe value of near £s,f m, to to have ihe tragedy of ' tUmlei ' 
ur;ied for his tamdli, on Friday the third of June next. a* ,,,M 
Thmtir#»fteyal in UruryUim, In which he b lt> perform Ida 
original pari, the gravetmtber, Tkkets may be had ai ihe Mitre- 
Tavern in Fi«i Slfeat" See star memoir of Under Idll at end 
of wand volume, 


3 1 6 


COLLEY CIBBER 


I-Ie dy’d soon after, a superannuated pensioner In 
the list of those who were supported hy the joint 
sharers under the first patent granted to Sir Richard 
Steele. 

The deep impressions of these excellent actors 
which I receiv'd in my youth, I am afraid may 
have drawn me into the common foible of us old 
fellows ; which ib a fondness, and perhaps a tedious 
partiality, for the pleasures we have formerly 
tasted, and think are now fallen off because we 
can no longer enjoy them. If, therefore, I He un- 
der that suspicion, tho' I have related nothing 
incredible 'or out of the reach of a good judge's 
conception, I must appeal to those few who are 
about my own age for the truth and likeness of 
these theatrical portraits. 

There were at this time several others in some 
degree of favour with the publlck, Towel,' Williams,* 
Verbruggen , 1 * 3 etc. But as I cannot think their 

1 Sou memoir of I'nwul at end of second volume. 

* Soo memoir of Williams at and of second volume. 

* John Verbruggen, whotte name Downes spells » Vaubruggon," 
"Vantbrugg," mid ‘'Verbruggen,'' Is first recorded as having 
played Termagant In ''The Squire of Alsatla," at tlm Theatre 
Royal, In 1 6SS . Mia name last appanrs In August, tyoft and lie 
mu»l Imvo died not long after. On afith April, 1708, a benefit 
was announced for "a young orphan child of the lute Mr. and 
Mrs. Verbrnggtm." lie seems to have been an actor of great 
natural power, but Inartistic In method. See what Anthony 
Aston say* of him, Cibber unfairly, as we must think, seems 
carefully to avoid mentioning him a» of any Importance. « The 
Laurent," p. J8, says 1 " I wonder, considering our author’s par* 
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boat inprovcments made them in any wise equal to 
those I have spoke of, I ought, not to range them 
in the same class. Neither were Wilks or Dogget 
yet come to the stage; nor was Booth initiated 
till about six years after them ; or Mrs. Oldfield 
known till the year 1700. I must therefore re- 
serve the four last for their proper period, and 
proceed to the actresses that were famous with 
Betterton at the latter end of the last century. 

Mrs. Barry was then in possession of almost all 
the chief parts in tragedy : with what skill she gave 
life to them you will judge from the words of Dry- 
den in his preface to " Cleomencs," 1 where he says i 
" Mrs. Barry, always excellent, has in this tragedy 
cxcell'd herself, and gain'd a reputation beyond any 
woman I have over seen on the theatre." 

I very perfectly remember her acting that part ; 
and however unnecessary it may seem to give my 
judgment after Dryden’s, I cannot help saying I do 
not only close with his opinion, but will venture to 
add that (tlio' Dryden has been dead these thirty- 
eight years) the same compliment to this hour 
may be due to her excellence. And tho’ she was 
then not a little past her youth, she was not till 

tlcularlty of memory, that ho hardly ever mentions Mr. Verbrug- 
gen, who we# In many characters an excellent actor. ... I 
cannot conceive why Verbruggen I* left out of tho number of 
hi# excellent actors 1 whether some latent grudge, alto MtnU 
has rolib'd him of his Immortality In this work." See 
also memoir of Verbruggen at end of second volumo, 

1 Produced at tho Theatre Royal In 169a. 
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that time fully arriv’d to her maturity of power and 
judgment : from whence I would observe, that the 
short life of beauty is not long enough to form a 
complete actress. In men the delicacy of person 
is not so absolutely necessary, nor the decline of it 
so soon taken notice of. The fame Mrs. Barry 
arriv’d to is a particular proof of the difficulty 
there is in judging with certainty, from their first 
trials, whether young people will ever make any 
great figure on a theatre. There was, it seems, 
so little hope of Mrs, Barry at her first setting out, 
that she was at the end of the first year discharg'd 
the company, among others that were thought to 
be a useless expence to it, I take it for granted 
that the objection to Mrs. Barry at that time must 
have been a defective ear, or some unskilful disso- 
nance in her manner of pronouncing. But where 
there is a proper voice and person, with the addi- 
tion of a good understanding, experience tells us 
that such defect is not always invincible ; of which 
not only Mrs. Barry, but the late Mrs. Oldfield 
are eminent instances Mrs. Oldfield had been a 
year in the Theatre-Royal before she was observ'd 
to give any tolerable hope of her being an actress; 
so unlike to all manner of propriety was her speak- 
ing l 1 How unaccountably, then, does a genius for 

1 In Chapter IX. of this work Cibber gives an elaborate account 
of Mrs. Oldfield. He remarks there that, after her joining the 
company,." she remain’d about a twelvemonth almost a mute, 
and 1 .unheeded , " W : ’i-x-.L ■ 
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the stage make its way towards perfection ? For, 
notwithstanding these equal disadvantages, both 
these actresses, tho’ of different excellence, made 
themselves complete mistresses of their art by the 
prevalence of their understanding. If this obser- 
vation may be of any use to the masters of future 
theatres, I shall not then have made it to no pur- 
pose. 1 

Mrs. Barry, in characters of greatness, had a 
presence of elevated dignity, her mien and mo- 
tion superb and gracefully majestick ; her voice 
full, clear, and strong, so that no violence of passion 
coukl be too much for her : and when distress or 
tenderness possess'd her, she subsided into the most 
affecting melody and softness. In the art of ex- 
citing pity she had a power beyond all the actresses 
I have yet seen, or what your imagination can con- 
ceive. Of the former of these two great excellencies 
she gave the most delightful proofs in almost all 
the heroic plays of Dryden and Lee; and of the 
latter, in the softer passions of Otway’s Monimia 
and Belvidera 2 in scenes of anger, defiance, or 
resentment, while she was impetuous and terrible, 
she pour’d out her sentiment with an enchanting 
harmony ; and it was this particular excellence for 
which Dryden made her the above-recited compli- 
ment upon her acting Cassandra in his Cleo- 


< v sea me moir of Mrs. Barry at end of second volume. 

■:& * In !' The Orphan,” produced at Dorset Garden u 16S0, and 
ih '‘ Venice Preserved,” produced at the same theatre In 1682. 
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menea.” But here I am apt to think his partiality 
for that character may have tempted his judgment 
to let it pass for her master piece, when he could 
not but know there were several other characters 
in which her action might have given her a fairer 
pretence to the praise he has bestow'd on ber for 
Cassandra j for in no part of that is there the least 
ground for compassion, as in Monimia, nor equal 
cause for admiration, as in the nobler love of Cleo- 
patra, or the tempestuous jealousy of Roxana.' 

I was in these lights I thought Mrs. Barry shone 
with a much brighter excellence than in Cassandra. 
She was the first person whose merit was clintim 
guish'cl by the indulgence of having an annual bene, 
fit-play, which was granted to her alone, if I mistake 
not, first in King James’s time," and which became 
not common toothers 'till the division of this com- 


'In “Tits nival Queens." Mrs, Marshall was the ordinal 
Roxana, at ths theatre Royal, In tflyy. Bo far m know. Mr*, 
Marry Itatl not played Cleopatra (Uryden** "All for Lae* "j when 
Dryden wrote ,h« eulogy CUtber quote*. Mrs. Uoutell originally 
actsd the part, Tit calm Royal, i^g, 1 

of Mil Ofitobar ,ad, (m memoir of Kart), shows that benefits 
eslated U,#n. 1 he word* referred to are, « the day the young men 

Z’SSZT 1 ' l ' y,0r wn ‘ ml T M Mm< dit* day 

W 1 ® P'aylng was, I think, quite a differ- 
« 19 8 P arlleHl <"' P« r f«rmer, f*«py* (.net 

" -hivSJ itS' , T,B r ? mt * mm ftnd wmwn ef lbB *>»»«» 

% ,h#lr Wn e " Wednesday* 

These were evidently " scratch " per. 

SMCR" **m*i*E 
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pany after the death «f King William's Queen 
Mary. This great actrcwt dy'd of a tcvcr l0W,,Hh 
the latter cmlul Queen Anne ; the year 1 have for- 
Eot; but perhaps you will recollect it by an ®*“ 
proaalon that fell from her in blanfc verse, in her 
)aat hour*, when she was delirious, via., — 

u Ha, hat and w* they nwte «* l»r skwn* 5 *' * 


Mrs. Betterton, tho* far advanc'd in y cars, was 
*o great a mlrtrmw «l nature that even Mss, Itany, 
who acted the Udy MavWth after her. t-mihl m*t, 
in that part, with all her aupermr strength and 
melody of voice, throw mil llo**e iprick and * alc ' 
less strokes of terror from the disorder »d a K«»dy 
mind, which the other gave u* with a f«»'»wy «» 
her manner that render'd them at tmeotremeodou* 

and delightful. Time could not impair her rttll. 
t ho* he had brought her perwn to decay, bhe 
was, to the kit, the admiration ®* »N ,rwe 
of nature and toveri of Shabwpow. in whose plays 
she chiefly mtcellU and without a rival When 
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court in King Charles's time. After the death of 
Mr. Betterton, her husband, that princess, when 
queen, order'd her a pension for life?, but she liv’d 
not to receive more than the first half year of it,' 
Mrs. Leigh, the wife of Leigh already mention'd, 
had a very droll way of dressing the pretty foibles 
of superannuated beauties. She had in herself a 
good deal of humour, and knew how to infuse it 
into the affected mothers, aunts, and modest stale 
maids that had miss'd their market ; of this sort 
were the modish mother in the " Chances,” affecting 
to he politely commode for her own daughter ; the 
coquette prude of an aunt in "Sir Courtly Nice," 
who prides herself in being chaste and cruel at 
fifty; and the languishing Lady Wish fort in “The 
Way of the World." In all these, with many others, 
site was extremely entertaining, and (minted in a 
lively manner the blind side of nature. 1 

1 See memoir of Mrs. lletierlon at end of second volume. 

* Downes Includes Mr*. Leigh among the recruit* m ihe 
Duke's Company about ifryo. Me dew not give her maiden 
name, lmt Oeneat supposes she may have been the daughter of 
Dixon, one of Rhodes's company. As there are two Heiresses 
of the name of Mm, Leigh, and one Mrs. lam, and as no reliance 
can bo placed on Ilia spelling of names In the easts of plays, It 
Is practically Impossible to decide accurately the parts each 
played. This Mrs, Leigh seems to have Iwen lllaabelh. and 
hor imnio does not appear after tyoy, the Bll. Leigh who signed 
the petition in Queen Anne In r?«i being probably a younger 
wonwiic : llellehamber* has a most Inaccurate note regarding 

st»i!i)n ihat she « |* probably not a distinct person 
frottv Mftb 1 
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Mrs. Muller, who had her Christian name o£ 
Charlotte given her by King Charles, was the 
daughter of a decay'd knight, and had the honour 
of that prince's recommendation to the theatre ; a 
provident restitution, giving to the stage in kind 
what he had sometimes taken from it. The publick 
at least was oblig'd by it ; for she prov’d not only 
a good actress, but was allow'd in those days to 
sing and dance to great perfection. In the dm- 
matielc operas of " Dioclesian " and that of "King 
Arthur," she was a capital and admired performer. 
In speaking, too, she had a swect-ton'cl voice, 
which, with her naturally genteel air and sensible 
pronunciation, render'd her wholly mistress of the 
amiable in many serious characters, In parts of 
humour, too, she had a manner of blending her 
asaunsive softness even with the gay, the lively, 
and the alluring. Of this she gave an agree* 
able instance in her action of the (Villiera) 
Duke of Buckingham's second Constantin in the 
"Chances." In which, if I should say I have 
never seen her exceeded, I might still do no wrong 
to the late Mrs. Oldfield's lively performance of 
the same character. Mrs, Oldfiokt'a fame may 
spare Mrs. Butler's action this compliment, with- 
out the least diminution or dispute of her superior- 
ity in characters of more moment' 

« Mrs. Charlotte Butler !* mentioned by Downes on entering 
the Duke's Company about the yew ^ 73 ' IJ y ,h# occvipted 
an Important position as an actress, mul In 169a her name a^- 
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Here I cannot help observing', when there was 
but one theatre in London, at what unequal aal- 
laries, compar'd to those of later days, the hired 
actors were then held by the absolute authority of 
their frugal toasters the patentees ; for Mrs, But- 
ler had then but forty sltillmga u week, and could 
she have obtain'd an addition of ten uhillittgs more 
(which was refus'd her) would never have left their 
service ; but being offered her own conditions to 
go with Mr, Ashbury ' to Dublin (who was then 
raising a company of actors for that theatre, where 
there had been none since the Revolution) her 
discontent here prevail'd with her to accept of his 
offer, and he found his account in her value. 
Were not those patentees most sagacious oecono 

I»«ri to ilm part of La Puprey In Hurley’* *• Mailing* Hater 
Matched." Tltla piece must Sara been produced early In the 
y«#r, for Ashbury, by whom, m Cibber relates, aha was engaged 
for Dublin, opmied lib amumi on *J<t March. »6gi, Hitchcock, 
In lib “ View of tint Irish Stag#." describes her m » an actress 
of great repute, and a prodigious favourite with King Charles 
the Second " ( 1 , 11). 

1 Chet wood gives a long account of Joseph Ashbury. Ho wan 
bom In 1638, and served for same yean# to the army, Uy the 
favour of the Duke of Ormond, then lord lieutenant, Ashbury 
wan appointed success! vely deputy-mutter and master of the 
revels In Ireland, The (altar appointment he seems to have 
received In 168a, though Hitchcock nays ‘•idya,** Ashbury 
managed the Dublin Theatre with propriety and success, and 
was considered not only the principal attar In Ub time there, but 
the beat teacher of acting In the three kingdoms, OhmwmmL who 
lat ltfm ln his extreme old age, pronounced him admirable hath 
In tra|»dy *nd eomedy. He died In 1720,01 the great age of 
eightydiw, 



niislH that could lay hold on so notable an ex- 
pedient to lessen their charge? How gladly, in 
my lime of being a sharer, would we have given 
four times her income to an actress of equal merit ? 

Mrs. Mon fort, whose second marriage gave her 
the name of Verbruggen, was mistress of more 
variety of humour than I ever knew in any 
one woman actress. This variety, too, was 
attended with an equal vivacity, which made her 
excellent in characters extremely different. As 
she was naturally a pleasant mimick, she had the 
skill to make that talent useful on the stage, a 
talent which may he surprising in a conversation 
and yet be lost when brought to tire theatre, which 
was the case of Katcourt already mention’d. But 
where the elocution is round, distinct, voluble, and 
various, as Mrs. Monfort’s was, tiro mimick there 
is a great assistant to the actor. Nothing, tho' 
ever so barren, if within the bounds of nature, 
could be flat in her hands. She gave many 
heightening touches to characters but coldly writ- 
ten, and often made an author vain of his work 
that In itself had but little merit. She was so 
fond of humour, in what low part soever to bo 
found, that she would make no scruple of defac- 
ing her fair form to come heartily into it ; ’ for 


' This artistic semis was shown also by Margaret Woffington. 
Davies {" Ufa of Garrick," 4 Uv edition, L 3 *S) write*: In Mrs 
Dav. In the « Committee,' she made no scruple lo disguise her 

« 11 tha lln<a ot MormUy 


when she was eminent in several desirable charac- 
ters of wit ami humour in higher life, she would 
he m as much fancy when descending into the 
antiquated Abigail ' of Fletcher, as triumphing in 
all the airs ami vain graces of a line lady ; a merit 
that few actresses care for. In a play »if JJ'urfey'a, 
now forgotten, call'd «• The Western I .ass,” * which’ 
wit she acted, she tnimfoim’d her whole being, 
xtdy, shape, voice, language, look, and features, into 
dmoat another animal, with a strong Devonshire 
lialcct, a broad laughing voice, a poking head, round 
ihouldcra, an unconceiving eye, and the most be* 
Ihfaing dowdy dress that ever cover’d the unt rain'd 
imbs of a Joan Trot. To have seen her here you 
vould have thought it impossible the same cren- 
ure could ever have been recover’d to what was as 
asy to her, the gay, the lively, and the desirable, 
'lor was her humour limited to her sex ; for, while 
er shape permitted, she was a more adroit pretty 
show than is usually seen upon the stage: her 
nay air, action, mien, and gesture quite chang’d 
•om the quolf to the cock’d hat and cavalier in 
ishiond People were so fond of seeing her a man, 
mt when the part of Hays in the •• Rehearsal “ 


id ilia wrinklM of old age, and to pm on n,# tawdry haWII- 
and vulgar manners of an old hnocriitaal div vixen," 

1 In " Thu Scornful Lady,” 

rh« Baihi or, ilia Western Um,” produced «i Drury 

whh thl " Anl,l “ny A sum's out* 
nken criticism on Mrs, Muutufart's personal appearance. 
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luul for some lime lain dormant, she was desired 
to take it up, whidt I have seen her act with all 
the true euxeombly spirit and humour that the 
sufficiency of the character required, 

But what found most employment for her whole 
various excellence at once, was the part of Mclan- 
tha in " M airinge- Alamode." ' Melantha is as 
finish'd an Impertinent as ever flutter'd in a draw- 
ing-room, and seems to contain the most compleat 
system of female foppery that could possibly be 
crowded into the tortured form of a fine lady, 
Her language, dress, motion, manners, soul, and 
body, are in 11 continual hurry to be something 
more than is necessary or commendable. And 
though 1 doubt it will be a vain labour to offer 
you n just likeness of Mrs, Monfort's action, yet 
the fantastick impression is still so strong in my 
memory that I cannot help saying something, tho’ 
fantastically, about It. The first ridiculous airs 
that break from her arc upon a gallant never seen 
before, who delivers her a letter from her father 
recommending him to her good graces as an 
honourable lover.* Here now, one would think, 
she might naturally shew a little of the sexe's 
decent reserve, tho' never bo slightly cover d I 
No, sir ; not a tittle of it ; modesty i| the virtue 


’Anthony Anton aaya "Melantha \m her miutorploce. 
DrydetY* comedy was produced at the Theatre Royal In ,6 ? a » 
when Mr*. DottleU played Melantha. 

* Act U, ee. 1. 


of a poor-soul'd country gentlewoman ; she is too 
much n court lady to be under ho vulgar u confu- 
sion ; she reads the letter, therefore, with n care- 
less dropping lip and an erected brow, humming it 
hastily over as if she were impatient to outgo her 
father's commands by making a emnpleat cutupicst 
of him at once ; ami that, the letter might not em- 
barrass her attack, crack ! she crumbles it at once 
into her palm and pours upon him her whole ar- 
tillery of airs, eyes, and motion ; down goes her 
dainty, (living body to tire ground, as if she were 
sinking under the conscious load of her own 
attractions; then launches into a flood of fine 
language and compliment, still playing her chest 
forward in fifty Jails and risings, like a swan upon 
waving water ; and, to complete her impertinence, 
she is so rapidly fond of her own wit that she will 
not give her lover leave to praise it : silent assent- 
ing bows and vain endeavours to speak are all 
the share of the conversation he is admitted to, 
which at last he is relieved from by her engage- 
ment to half a score visits, which site swims from 
him to make, with a promise to return in a twin- 
kling. 

If this sketch has colour enough to give you 
any near conception of her, t then need only tell 
you that throughout the whole character her 
variety of humour was every way proportionable; 
ha, Indeed, in most parts that she thought worth 
her bare or that had the least matter for her 
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fancy lo work upon, I may justly say, that no 
actress, from her own conception, could have 
heighten'd them with more lively strokes of 
nature. ' 

I come now to the last, and only living person, 
of all those whose theatrical characters I have 
promised you, Mrs, Bracegirdle ; who, I know, 
would rather pass her remaining days forgotten 
as an actress, than lo have her youth recollected 
in the most favourable light 1 am nble to place it. 
Yet, as she is essentially necessary to my theatrical 
history, and as 1 only bring her feck to the com- 
puny of those with whom she pass’ cl the spring 
and summer of her life, I hope it will excuse the 
liberty 1 take in commemorating the delight which 


'Mrs, Mount furl, originally Mis, (tlmt Is Mbs) Perclvnl, and 
afterward Mrs. Verbruggen, Is tint mentioned as llui represontn- 
llvoof Wlutfrld, a young Welsh Jill, in “Sir Burnaby Whlgg," 
a comedy produced #l die Thealra Royal In itjSi, As Diana, In 
"The Lucky Chance " (1687). CJ crural giver* her name a« Mrs. 
Mmmlfori, lare Mr*, Verdvali so that her marriage urtlh Mount- 
fort must have taken place about the end of 1686 or beginning 
of 1A87. Mmmtfon was Wiled In 1693, and In 1601 the part of 
Mary the »uw>m, In Don Quixote," part drat, Is recorded by 
tienest m played by Mrs, Verbruggen, late Mrs, Mmintfort. In 
tyes, In the " Comparison between the Two Stages, " Olldon 
pronounces her “a miracle," In 1703 she died. She was the 
original representative of, among other characters, Noll, In 
•1 Devil of a Wife 1 " Belinda, in "The Old Bachelor 1" Lady 
Proih, In " The Double Dealer 1" Chariot* Welldon, In " Orcus- 
noho i " Ikrimhta, f« « Relapse 1 " Lady Lurewell i lady IJrumpton, 
In "Tim Funeral)" Hypallia, In "She Would and She Would 
Not i " and I ( Maria, In "Tunbridge Walks." 
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the publick received from her appearance while 
she was an ornament to the theatre. 

Mrs Hmeegirdly was now hut just hlnoming to 
her maturity; her reputation as an actress grmhi- 
ally rising with that of her person ; never any 
woman was in such general favour of Iter speeta- 
tors, which, to the last scene of her Urammiclc 
life, she maintain'd by not being unguarded in her 
private character.' This discretion contributed 

'Hdldmmborn tins hero u iihwi m.dtarliithle , mlBl w ,| )t r 

CsSTrSrs.' - 

u Mra. Wmcoglrdltt wkjsi dotidedly mi 1 mimiardwl 1 in | itsr 

ta, r« .i»„,h J&Z'ZZZZ 

posUlvtt tin duality vnta t?v*r liitiitghi \m, Ilvr iniriauo 

With Mmiiufon, who k»i hi* life «>,L t o«n, e of | • |, hlSy 
to ho tllepiuotl, «d there I, preuy m l eehlence r £ 

B V,m l ' onourfla wl,h * antlWcMloB of hie uimiM .Mr#* * 

« m T'* """ '«**< hi, 

.. . „. r : **, s" r. , » i* 

gapliiA far* fail* air Ubn * wiJL* i! * ™ r ***** rt *r**m<m fear, 

out w ho m v i mvmi\ t « «n mJiSLSTr,!? 1 

«lo».,. o .nr taek I" J5 u ” 7' *t fr'Tf, T lm * W* ■» hto 

'•»k« Am In “ t K** "** M 

ynm bta f m rnmiM wjth ** lo ** 

mlwr world, wl.l, n m h t «|„ K Sf. f *)“ ** ”.** «* 

Kras? 

KW>» <t» me Riiml, when * [Iran w« J ’«!** r!,,, * 

fio.8 Alton" (Vi'eT ihera'era^raTnM , mut> ** ' t**®* 11 ’ *» 

M* W Ah m«JL. oSSXSrtSl^^ 

doprKW, |„ Am *** nlM At “KX3 ? 2,^ ** ■"«*»»> 

' when w» *«, j, jAw.0 

m wlw, Mitr*«t /n<», and BfeJ , te<h , 
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not a little tn make Iter the earn, the darling of 
the theatre. Far it will be no extravagant thing 
to say, scarce an audience saw her that were less 
than half of them lovers, without a suspected 
favourite among them. And tho' she might be 
said to have been the universal passion, and under 
the highest temptations, her constancy in resisting 
them served Imt to increase the numbers of her 
admirers. And this perhaps you will more easily 
believe when 1 extend not my encomiums on her 
person beyond a sincerity that can he suspected ; 
for she had m» greater claim to beauty titan what 
the must desirable brunette might pretend to. 
But her youth ami lively aspect threw out such a 
glow of health and chearfulness, that on the stage 
few spectators that were not past it could behold 
her without desire, it was even a fashion among 
the gay and young to have a taste or ttmrfre for 

Sim 1 * AufttUro, tHito a upwNi 

toj f ftftfeg, pretwtVll pfetye, 

fw m &mmmm rajtfwv, yaufig Vitknto 
m ftl tor to* |4&f% mi^hf Is* fit! tor bU M. k 

w Tb« riteto® na Vm&tiw mA Mi** mm t ri owame, 

wnlinb i M tta ten &i iMr wartiifft' Imritril to ito* toil H m \ lav* 
tlAt'totori« to a ihm$k miiwtbMbwfc f-Mit tvm ths m I sHall mn* 
ihm m nMk to »4II am m Am ite immm Urn pi torn* timigh 

to ton m* mrntit toritonsl i M to m itoi tow i ritow 

hmn Mil* to teritef %mm.< i* «w*r lito dl mm^wm ton, 

11 * fto mmh g mmm few# Am fMM tor thmm* 

Am\ »ife» Htori to fe$r tomtof ama \ 

tow te^Ui itos nmr wmt&i riPtol tm tomto* toiptor®, 

AM mm* ta# tot'd )m to tor*. 1 

** Cta a | mm ri itos mm i^tew aSpBrihuir* tto*r» to a warn 

rifewtfMii MmwM ri Am mm wtokto tteiW mi |pcw gaatriw wiUm Nua itoa 
tejw* ri te item h km iMy to tot #m ttertM/* 
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Mis, Bracegirdle. She inspired the best authors 
to write for her, and two of them,' when they 
Kave her a lover in a play, seem'd palpably t0 
plead their own passions, and make their private 
court to her in fictitious characters. In all the 
thief parts she acted, the desirable was so pee. 
dominant, that no judge could be cold enough to 
consider from what other particular excellence she 
became delightful. To speak critically of an 
actress that was extremely good were as hazard- 
oils as to be positive in one's opinion of the best 
opera singer. People often judge by comparison 
where there is no similitude in the performance. 
So, that, in this case, we have only taste to appeal 
to, and of taste there can be no disputing. I 
shall therefore only say of Mrs. Bracegirdle, that 
the most eminent authors always chose her for 
their favourite character, and shall leave that 
uncoatestable proof of her merit to its own value. 
Yet let me say, there were two very different 
characters in which she acquitted herself with 
uncommon applause, If anything could excuse 
hat desperate extravagance of love, that almost 
frantiek passion of Lee's "Alexander the Great," 
it must have been when Mrs. Bracegirdle was Ids 
fetatira. As when she acted Millamnnt* all the 
fnults, follies and affectations of that agreeable 
tyrant were vcnlally melted down Into so many 
charms and attractions of a conscious beauty. In 

' Row “ ‘ md C o«(rr«vo. ' In Congreve's <• Way 0 f , ki World." 
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other diameters, where singing was a necessary 
part of them, her voice and action gave a pleasure 
which good sense, in those days, was not asham'd 
to give praise to. 

She retir’d from the stage in the height of her 
favour from the publiclc, when most of her co- 
temporaries whom she had been bred up with 
were d&lining, in the year 1710,' nor could she 
be persuaded to return to it under new masters 
upon the most advantageous terms that were 
offered her; excepting one day, about a year 
after, to assist her good friend Mr. Betterton, 
when she play'd Angelica In " Love for Love ” 
for his benefit. She has still the happiness to 
retain her usual chearfulncns, and to be, without 
the transitory charm of youth, agreeable.’ 

1 Clbbar'a chronology In a little almky hero, Mrs, BmcoglrcUo’a 
oa met appeared for the lust lime in the bill of aoth February, 
1707. Batterlm/s benefit, for which she returned to llio stage 
for one night, took place on 7th April, 1709. 

•Mrs, Anne Bracegirdle made her Aral appearance on the 
stage j*s a very young child. In the cast of Otway’s fI Orphan/ 1 
iiS8o, the part of CordeHo, Polydore'a page, la «ald to bo playod 
by « the little girl/' who, Cur)i ■(•* History/' p. ad) Informs no, \vaa 
Anne Bracegirdle, then \m than six yearn of ago, In 1688 her 
name appears to the part of lAieto In '* The Squire of Alaailaj " 
but U la n el till 1691 that she can bo said to Imvo regularly 
entered upon her career on on act rose* She was the original 
representative of some of the famous heroine* In comedy i 
Ammlnta, In, u The Old Bachelor 1” Cynthia, In “The Doublo 
Dealer \ M Angelica, In 11 Love for Lovet” Belinda, In H The Pro* 
voked Wlfe) M Mlllamanti Fllppanta, In “The Confederacy,” 
and many others Mr*, Bracegirdle nppears to Imvo boon a 
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If, in my account of these memorable actors, I 
have not deviated from truth, which, in the least 
article, I am not conscious of, may we not venture 
to say, they had not their equals, at any one time, 
upon any theatre in Kurope ? Or, if we confine 
the comparison to that of Franco alone, I believe 
no other stage can be much disparag'd by being 
left out of the question ; which cannot properly be 
decided by the single merit of any one actor. 
Whether their Baron or our Betterton might be 

good and oxeellont woman, m wall ah a gram nctrwjs. All the 
hcwkIiiI about her tuumiH tn Imve hud m further fmmdulltm 
dmn, to quote Goiiast, “the extreme difficulty with which mi 
Actress at thin period of the stage must have preserved Iter 
chnHtity," Gtmtml gtwa m to remark, with ttalfelnun 
i{ Mrs, Unutcglrdlo wm perhaps a woman of u cold tromujiutluiK 11 
Her ret lunucmt from the Mage whtm not much over thirty l« ac< 
counted for hy Curll, by u story of u mmptiiltlrtu between her 
and Mrn. Oldfield in the part of Mr*, llrl tile in "The Amcmma 
Widow,' 1 In which the latter vtm the mam applauded. He suya 
ilmt limy plnyad tint putt on two tfitcctMdva night* i Imi l have 
carefully examined Doctor 1 i«rney , iM MSB, In the llrliUh Mu* 
Hfium for tin? season 1706-07, mid “Tim A moron* Widow M 
wiih certainly not played twice mtccmtitively. I daul.it the Mory 
altogether. That Mr*, Uraeoglrdle retired Ihkhiuma Mr*, Oldfield 
wa* excAllhm h .,1 popular aMlmatlpn In mo*t likely, Imi I can 
find nn .mmniltm whatever for Curll'0 story. “Tint Laureal," 
P< s&AUrihutw her retirement to Mr*, Oldfield'* Mug « preferrkl 
to some part* before her by our very apologist \ " but though 
the reason ihu» given Is probably accurate, the person blamed 
Is as probably gulliloiaj for I da not think Cibber could have 
fin lUclenl authority to distribute parts In 1706-07, Mm* 1 trace* 
girdle died September, 1748, but wm dead to the map from 
1709. ClbblrVreiMrk on p. *58 had therefore m referent to 
h— 



COLLEY CIBBER 2<JS 

Che superior (take which side you please), that 
point reaches cither way, but to a thirteenth part 
of what I contend for, via: That no stage, at any 
one period, coulcl shew thirteen actors, standing 
all m equal lights of excellence in their profes- 
sion : and I am the bolder, in this challenge to 
any other nation, because no theatre having so 
extended a variety of natural characters as the 
English, can have a demand for actors of such 
vmious capacities; why then, where they could 
not be equally wanted, should we suppose them, 
at any one time, to have existed ? 

How imperfect soever this copious account of 
them may be, I am not without hope, at least, it 
nmy in some degree shew what talents are req. 
nislte to make actors valuable : and if that may 
any ways inform or assist the judgment of future 
spectators, it may as often be of service to their 
publick entertainments ; for as their hearers are, 
so will actors be; worse, or better, as the false 
or true taste applauds or discommends them. 
Hence only can our theatres improve or must 
degenerate. 

There is another point, relating to the hard con- 
dition of those who write for the stage, which I 
would recommend to the consideration of their 
hearers ; which is, that the extreme severity with 
which they damn a bad play seems too terrible a 
warning to those whose untried genius might here- 
after give them a good one : whereas it might be 
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:i temptation to n latent author to make the ex- 
periment, mild he he Mine that, though not 
approved, his muse might at least lie dismiss'd 
with decency. Hut the vivacity of our modern 
criticks is of late grown so riotous, that an unsuc- 
cessful author has no more mercy shewn him than 
a notorious cheat in a pillory; every tool, the low- 
ust member of the mob, limnncs a wit, and will 
have a fling at him. They come now to a new 
play like hounds to a carcase, and are all in a full 
cry, sometimes for an hour together, before the 
curtain rises to throw it amongst them. Sure 
those gentlemen cannot hut allow that a play con- 
demned after it fair hearing falls with thrift* the 
ignominy a» when it is refused that common 
justice. 

Hut when their critical interruptions grow »o 
loud, and of so long a continuance, that the atten- 
tion of quiet people (though not so complete 
criticka) is terrify M, and the skill of the actors 
quite disconcerted by the tumult, the play then 
seems rather to fall by assassins than by a lawful 
sentence.' Is it possible that such auditors can 
receive delight, or think it any praise to them to 
prosecute so Injurious, so unmanly a treatment? 
And the' perhaps the compassionate, on the other 

'Cllilwr writ#* hem with feeling 1 far, after kb *• Nanjnror" 
Abused the JacoUtei and Nenjurerm that party took every err 
j— V revenglfts thtmwelm «« him by maltreating lib 
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side (who know they have as good a right to clap 
and support, as others have to catcall, damn, and 
destroy), may oppose this oppression j their good- 
nature, alas I contributes little to the redress ; for 
in this sort of civil war the unhappy author, like 
a good prince, while his subjects are at mortal 
variance, is sure to bo a loser by a victory on 
either side ; for still the commonwealth, his play, 
is, during the conflict, torn to pieces. While this 
is the case, while the theatre is so turbulent a sea 
and so infested with pirates, what poetical mer- 
chant of any substance will venture to trade in it? 
If these valiant gentlemen pretend to be lovers of 
plays, why will they deter gentlemen from giving 
them such as are fit for gentlemen to see ? In a 
woid, this new nice of criticks seem to me like 
the lion-whclps in the Tower, who are so boister- 
ously gamesome at their meals that they dash 
down the bowls of milk brought for their own 
breakfast, 1 

As a good play is certainly the most rational 
and the highest entertainment that human in- 
ventkm can produce, let that be my apology (if 
I need any) for having thus freely deliver'd my 
mind in behalf of those gentlemen who, under 
such calamitous hazards, may hereafter be re- 
duced to write for the stage, whose case I 
shall compassionate from the same motive that 

‘S« ant*, p. uo, Tor nn ulluaiou to thin psuango by Floldlmr 
In u The Champion/ 1 
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f ' I kaltt Km WtfR*JH» lllil? |tiy tlWfii,** 

u ,l,,wc |wriki»J«r gentlemen have sometimes 
«n»slr me the lomshlcd object of Utdr wit nncl 
luumiM*, thdr Irimnj.li at | r ., s! ban done me this 
mv«4»mfary service, that it lists driven me a year 
**» lm * ***mw lit** a njuiet life ilian otherwise my 
«*m want of judgment might have Its! me to.* I 
fell the siagr before my strength left me, anti the* 
I tam-f t«« u i tgaio for some few days a year nr two 

1 » ft y:>. 

+ ***•• ** * 1 Kjmi «»***, ftnt Ur Ah I femm, 
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* itMm# m-m m mmh m imi ta<44 

hm ^ 0kmf*, %■ 1*4 W ■$&.** mmh ktattctf mmk*i «4 tha 

P* m t fa* fc& #****£4$$ ftoftlf, im gmi salary (mm 

Wfe# ttyRpM* gfNMf* «f life# *$#4 KIKMUni III# Mil dl%£# %a 

M UMi mi mrt wIiIk htmm* 

Jsiwpt i» rt» «f Imhu m mm m Uui i#dliMi#i» 

wm *®w$ mwmtvdi iM# g» mi btos m kind 



COLLEY CIBBER 


239 


after, my reception there not only turn’d to my 
account, but .seem'd a fair invitation that I would 
make my visits more frequent. But to give over 
a winner can be no very imprudent resolution.' 

' CMm retired lit May, 1733. Tim reappearance Im r of era to 
waa not that lie made In 173H, an llollolmmborM at at os. Ho no 
ilmila ulhiiltMt to Ida perfrmimncoa In 17,14 .jj, when ho played 
llayea, Lord Kopplnglon, Sir John Unite, mid oilier comedy part#. 
On the iilplun he played, the compliment wan paid him of putting 
no name In the hill but IiIh own. 



CHAPTER VI, 


The Author's First Stop upon lln* Iff* I ilAcmirogg, 

mtmla— The Heat Actors in Hhirajia HI U»M* -A Kovuhuimi 
in Their Favour — King William Urawa Tliom a I'kem* tu 
Act In Lincoln’s Inn Fl«hlr - Tim Author's Lbirr^ U\ Iking 
Thought a Worse Actor Tlnm n Pool — UmlucM to Writ® a 
Tart for Himself— Ilia Mura Ktmivuhn tij nm 

Thoatriottl Action— *Stmta upon liiimidr 



SAVING given you the Stale of the 
|f theatre at my first admission to it, f 
am now drawing toward the several rev- 
olutions it suffer'd in my own time. Hut (as you 
find by the .setting out of my history) that 1 
always intended myself the heme of it, it may he 
necessary to let you know me in my obscurity, as 
well as in my higher light, when 1 became one of 
the theatrical triumvlrnt. 

The patentees,' who were now masters of ibis 
united and only company of comedians, seem’d to 


1 'l he original holders of the patents, Sir William llavenant 
mut Thomas Kllllgrew, were dead t« ifej«| emit their nmxttmtm, 
Alexander Davennut, to wliom Charlea Ha vena m had assigned 
Ills interest, and Charles Kllllgrew, Beam to have taken little 
aotlvo Interest In the management i for Cbriitopher Rleh, who 
noqulrad DiwciuitU'a share Ip rig r, Menu at one* to have b» 
come managing proprietor. 

440 
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make it a rule that no young persons desirous to be 

in f a t°n C , admittecl into W llnder at least 
half a year s probation, wisely knowing that how 

car y soever they might be approv'd of, there could 

be no great fear of losing them while they had then 

no other market to go to. But, alas I Pay was the 

least of my concern ; the joy and privilege of every 

day seeing plays for nothing I thought was a sufif 

cent consideration for the best of my s ■ C ei & 

it I thru quarter, of a yoar before I was taken 
mto a salary of ten shillings per week 11 whirh 
With the assistance of food and raiment at my 
father s house, I then thought a most plentiful 
access, on, and myself the happiest of mortals 
h- fitsl- thing that enters into the head of a 
young actor is time of being a heroe : in this ambl. 

I was soon snubb'd by the insufficiency of my 

illHconcortod by him UottArin,. no i ®. r fiet 1 t,mt 1,10 aco »o won 
• Whv. air ' ^ Wnator Colley I then forfait him. 1 



COLLEY Unitt-R 


a 42 

voice; to which might lie milled an immform'il 
meagre pcremi (thu' then not ill made), with a 
dismal pale complexion. 1 Under these disadvan- 
tages, •* ! had Inn a melancholy pu ts per l of ever 
ploying a lover with Mrs. Hraeegirdle, which l had 
flutter'll my licipcH that my youth might one day 
have recommended me to. What was most prom, 
^oing to me, then, was the aptness of my ear j for 
I was soon allow’d to speak justly, thu’ what was 
grave and serious did not ctjually hmtme me, The 
fust part, therefore, in which f appear'd with any 
glimpse of success, was the chaplain 1 in the "Or- 


1 Complexion Is n |tolnl of 110 Importance now, .m.l ibis tilln- 
xlon xuggrutu n theory to mo which I give wiili all diffidence. 
Wo know ilmt etireme* palmed in l‘epy**a time (" »My, cm, 5. 
Hul, I .out! To see how ihey (Noll liwynite and Me. Knion) 
wcro k,,,k l"d"<#d would make a man mad, unit did make me 
loatlio l hem "), nm! we also know that Hogget w»» fnrumn. (or the 
palming rtf Ids fan to represent old age. If, ihm, complexion 
w«» a point of importance for 4 lover, as Cibber mm**. K * u * 
6 «kI« that young actors playing Juvenile pan* did nm use 
#ny "makeup "or palm, bin win on the auge in their natural 
complexion. The lighting of the stage was of routs* mud* less 
brilliant Ilian It afierwaul became, an that » makeup” was not 
so Hettemiry* 

The Unreal" (p 101) describe* Clblntr** person thuai 

11 1 T** n " U,ure of ,h# mkkt *» uhe.hU complexion fair, In. 
c lnaUte to the windy, Id* iep mmtowhat of the iMckmi, his 
i tape a little dunwy. not Irregular, and Ida voice rather abrill 
umn Imul or articulate t m\ m«k*it e m newel y, when h§ ttttk&V' 
oitrtl to raise lb He wtw In hi* younger days m lean, m to be 
known by the name or Hatchet Face." 

„ Jpdjohambara notes that tbit pari was originally played by 
Pflrdyftli wbo into UmDafct^ Company stoat 
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l>han- of Otway. There is in this character (of 
one scene only) a decent pleasantry, and sense 
enough to shew an audience whether the actor has 

^ , Here vvas the clause I ever 

cceiv d which, you may be sure, made my heart 

leiip w.th a higher joy than may be necessary to 
ccauibc, and yet my transport was not then half 
so h,gh as at what Goodman (who had now left the 
stage) said of me the next day in my hearing 
Goodman often came to a rehearsal for amusement 
and having sate out the "Orphan" the day before 

“ “S' J'Tf ° n w,th aomc nf H>e principal actors 
enquu d what new young fellow that was whom he 

ral’d C «Ti p e 1 dm ! ,1 f" ? Uptm wWch 

d| / ,lflt " he ' beh,nd Goodman then 

ning about, look’d earnestly at me, and, after 
ftonic pause, clapping me on the shoulder, rejoin’d, 

If he does not make a good actor, I’ll be d—cl 1 ” 
The surprize of being commended by one who had 
been himself so eminent on the stagehand in so 
positive a manner, was more than I could support > 
m a word, it almost took away my breath, and 

S'' a y ,°H P l enae) fairly clrew teais -from my 
■n A !! C ’ 1 10 11 nia y bc as ridiculous as incrcd- 
i )lc to tell you what a full vanity and content at 

! ul U " 1C Possess’d me, I will still make it a cjues- 
lum whether Alexander himself, or Charles the 
t welfth of Sweden, when at the head of their first 
victorious armies, could fed a greater transport in 
their bosoms than I did then in mine, when but in 
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Uit; n*ar »<( l I iohji m( • umt**li.uts, Ymt sec to 
wltnl tmv |i.ivhi ul.ti ?i l .<*>» Imu’iI tnilmv'rinl to j»ivc 
y , in i( nut? ic’iriiiltl.tm c »4 the nuly .m«l lively Mlivu 
,i[ my Iiiintl l,<i me k' v ‘* >"'* iimlmnc n| 

)( ,v 4m rctimi. mute iirn|wn.ilc lh:m llt.il >*( jnder, 
iiu^ tin* 1,1 «»y virws in**. u»« 

Wi^llt t Itillli tll.lt tile m,nliH »f>‘»i IlH-tkill^ I Mil I the 
iiilvi' f ami i tic >"l JWICMI* In linn J'hiycr * iiitlil lint 
Cit^Hy !«’ cs»tpr»M*. Imi what llmtk y»nt, sit, nf 
iii.ili Mriuiiy ? which, bcl*« c I w.m tw*< ;*m«I twenty, 
| miutiUy wMi I haul 1ml twenty 

;1 ycsil, which my lalhri b.nl ,s’mu‘>l In me, 
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dishonour to let my parts, whatever they were, take 
their fortune along with it. But to return to the 
progress I made as an actor. 

Queen Mary having commanded the "Double 
Dea er to be acted, Kynaston happen'd to be so 
ill that he could not hope to be able next day to 
perform his part of the Lord Touchwood. In this 

iTStohM • auth0r ’ m CmeVQVc> atlvis,(l that 

t might be given to me, if at so short a warning 
I would undertake it. ■ The flattery of being thin 
distinguish’d by so celebrated an author, and the 
honour to act before a queen, you may be sure 

t0 whatever difficulties might nt- 
end lt i accepted the part, and was ready in it 
bcfme I slept ; next day the queen was present at 
he was receiv’d with a new prologue 

from the author, spoken by Mrs. Barry, humbly 
acknowledging the great honour done to the stage 
" d , ™ P«Whr . two lines of * S 

1,10 1 havc not S1,i ce read, I still remember: 

" ?>Vr r ' VeiC iu Romo nor Aliens soon, 
b0 fair a circle, or so bright a queen.’' 

After the play, Mr, Congreve made me the com- 
plnnciit of saying, that I had not only answer’d, 

nmiouncod n« net having l.naldrl'nr, ' ,718 ’ Wns 
- doubt occurred ^ U,o cilTefStet ?“ 
lUcW. lh ° l>hy ' ' Vl, ‘ Ch ’ Mftl0, '° sftys ’ Wl ' a Producocl In Novom- 
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but had exceeded his expectations, and that he 
would .shew me lu: was .sincere by his saying more 
of me to the masters. — lie was us good as his 
word, mid the next pay-day I found my sailary of 
fifteen was then advanc'd to twenty shillings a 
week. But alas I this favourable opinion of Mr. 
Congreve made no farther impression upon the 
judgment of my good masters ; it only serv'd to 
heighten my own vanity, hut could not recommend 
me to any new trials of my capacity ; not a step 
farther could I get 'till the company was again 
divided, when the desertion of the best actors left 
a clear stage for younger champions to mount and 
shew their best pretensions to favour. But it is 
nenv time to enter upon those facts that litmus 
d lately preceded this remarkable revolution of the 
theatre. 

You have seen how complete a set of actors 
were under the government of the united patents 
in r riya ; if their gains were not extraordinary, 
what shall we impute it to hut some extraordi- 
nary ill management ? T was then too young to be 
In their secrets, and therefore am only observe upon 
what I saw and have since thought visibly wrong. 

Though the success of the " Prophetess " ' and 

'•■The Prophet#**," now supposed to lie mostly Pteiclier's 
work (su# Ward's " English Dramatic Uiefanice," It, a 18), was 
made Into an opera by itonerton, the music by Purnell, it w 
produced In t&jo, with a prologue written by tlryden, which, for 
pollilottl reasons, was forbidden by Urn lord cluunUrlain after 
the dial night. 
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u Arthur (two dramatic operas, in which the 
patentees had embark’d all their hopes) was in ap- 
pearance very great, yet their whole receipts did not 
so far balance their expence as to keep them out 
of a large debt, which it was publickly known was 
about this time contracted, and which found work 
foi the Court of Chancery for about twenty years 
following, till one side of the cause grew weary. 
Hut this was not all that was wrong ; every branch 
of the theatrical trade had been sacrific’d to the 
necessary fitting out those tall ships of burthen 
that were to bring homo the Indies, Plays of 
course were neglected, actors held cheap, and 
slightly dress’d, while singers and dancers were 
better paid, and embroider’d? These measures, 
of course, created murmurings on one side, and 
ill-humour and contempt on the other. When it 
became necessary therefore to lesson the charge, 
a resolution was taken to begin with the sallaries 
of the actors; and what seem’d to make this 
resolution more necessary at this time was the 
loss of Nokes, Monfort, and Leigh, who all dy’d 
about the same year : 4 no wonder then, if when 

'“King Arthur i or, the British Worthy," a dramatic opera, 
nsDrydon entitles it, wna prod 11 cod In rfigi. In his dedication 
to the Marquis of Halifax, Dryden says j " This poem tun the 
last piece of service which I hud the honour to do for my 
gracious master, King Charles the Second." Downes says 
" ’ lwiw v ‘»7 ftfilnfol i<) the company," but Clbbov declares It wns 
not so successful as U appeared to bo. 

4 End of 1693. 
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those great pillars wore at mice remov'd, the 
building grew weaker mid the audiences very 
much abated. Now in this distress, what more 
natural remedy could be found than to incite mid 
encourage (tlio' with some hazard) the industry of 
the surviving actors ? But the patentees, it seems, 
thought the surer way was to bring down their 
pay in proportion to the fall of their audiences. 
To make this project more feasible they propos'd 
Jo begin at the head of 'em, rightly judging that 
if the principals acquiesc'd, their inferiors would 
murmur in vain. To bring this about with a 
better grace, they, under pretence of bringing 
younger actors forward, order'd several of Better- 
ton’s and Mrs. Barry's chief jmrts to be given to 
young Bowel and Mrs. Bracegirdle, In this they 
committed two palpable errors ; for while the best 
actors are In health, and still on the stage, the 
publick is always apt to be out of humour when 
those of a lower class pretend to stand in their 
places; or admitting at this time they might have 
been accepted, this project might very probably 
have lessen d, but could not possibly mend an 
audience, and was a sure loss of that time, in 
studying, which might have been better employ'd 
In giving the auditor variety, the only temptation 
to a pall'd appetite ; and variety is only to he given 
by industry : but industry will always be lame when 
the actor has reason to be discontented. This 
the patentees did not consider, or pretended not to 
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value, while they thought their power secure and 
uncontroulable : but farther their first project did 
not succeed; for tho' the gickly head of Powel 
accepted the parts of Betterton, Mrs. Bracegirdle 
had a different way of thinking, and desir’d to 
be excus’d from those of Mrs. Barry; her good 
sense was not to be misled by the insidious favour 
of tho patentees ; she know tho stage was wide 
enough for her success, without entring into any 
such rash and invidious competition with Mrs. Barry, 
and therefore wholly refus’d acting any part that 
pioperly belong’d to her. But this proceeding, how- 
ever, was warning enough to make Betterton be 
upon his guard, and to alarm others with appre- 
hensions of their own safety, from the design that 
was laid against him; Betterton upon this drew 
into his party most of the valuable actors, who, 
to secure their unity, enter’d with him into a sort 
of association to stand or fall together. 1 All this 
the patentees for some time slighted; but when 
matters drew toward a crisis, they found it advise- 
ablc to take the same measures, and accordingly 
open'd an association on their part; both which 
were severally sign’d, as the interest or inclination 
of either side led them, 

During these contentions which the impolitick 

' NoOovton «oom» to liavo boon a vory politic porson. In tho 
"Comparison liotwoon tho Two Stages 11 (p. 4 i) ho Is called, 
fox ” n ° l ,U roferouco 10 l,lls P ar Ucular manor, » a cunning old 
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patentees had rais'd against themselves (not only 
by this I have meitiionetl, but by many other 
grievances which my memory retains not) the 
actors offer'd a treaty of peace ; but their masters 
imagining no consequence could shake the right 
of their authority, refus'd all terms of aceomrnoda- 
lion, fn the meantime this dissention was so 
prejudicial to their daily affairs, that I remember 
it was allow'd by both parlies that before Christ- 
mas the patent had lost the getting of at least a 
thousand pounds by it. 

My having been a witness of this unnecessary 
rupture was of great use to me when, many years 
after, I came to be a menager myself. I laid it 
down as a settled maxim, that no company could 
flourish while the chief actors and the undertakers 
were at variance. I therefore made it a point, 
while it was passible upon tolerable terms, to keep 
the valuable actors in humour with their station ; 
and tho' I was as jealous of their encroachments 
aa any of my co-partners could lie, I always 
guarded against the least warmth in my expoatm 
Jalions with them ; not hut at the same time they 
might sec I was perhaps more determin'd In the 
question limit those that gave a loose to their re- 
sentment, and when they were cool were m apt to 
recede.' I do not remember that ever 1 made a 
promise to any that 1 did not keep, and therefore 

lmp«£i ^ a0Wbt * Mt “ extremely 
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was cautious how I made them. This coldness, 
tho it might not please, at least left them nothing 
to icproach me with j and if temper and fair words 
could prevent a disobligation, I was sure never to 
give offence or receive it.' But as I was but one 
of three, I could not oblige others to observe the 
same conduct, However, by this means I kept 
many an unreasonable discontent from breaking 
out, and both sides found their account in it, 

How a contemptuous and overbearing manner 
of treating actors laid like to have ruin’d us in our 
early prosperity shall be shewn in its place. 5 If 
future managers should chance to think my way 
right, I suppose they will follow it; if not, when 
they find what happen’d to the patentees (who 
chose to disagree with their people) perhaps they 
may think better of it. 

The patentees then, who by their united powers 
had made a monopoly of the stage, and conse- 
quently presum’d they might impose what con- 
ditlons they pleased upon their people, did not 
consider that they were all this while endeavour- 
ing to enslave a set of actors whom the publick 

“'Tho Laurent," p, 39, *• Ho (Cibber) uvna nlwaya against 
mlalng, or rewinding, or by nny means encouraging mu, it of uny 
Is ml, lie had -many dispute,) with Wilks on tbit, account, 
wbu wan Impatient, when Justice required It, to reward the 
immiorioutt." 

•TIiIh Is a reference to the Recension of seven or eight actors 

" 17 ’'I' cmi8ud < according to Cibber, by Wilks’s overbearing 
lem \m\ Hw Vol. II. Chap. VI, 
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(more arbitrary than themselves) were inclined to 
support ; nor did they reflect that the spectator 
naturally wish'd that the actor who gave him 
delight might enjoy the profits arising lit nn his 
lahouii without regard ol what pretended damage 
or injustice might fall upon his owners, whose 
personal merit the publick was not so well no. 
quaintetl with. From this consideration, then, 
several persons of the highest distinction espous'd 
their cause, and sometimes in the circle enter- 
tain'd the king with the state of the theatre. At 
length their grievances were laid before the Karl 
of Dorset, then lord chamberlain, who took the 
most effectual method for their relief.' The 

1 Itmvmm mid Havlo* give dm following account# of dm 
tmn inaction 1 

".Soma l Into after, a difference happening Iwiwoan Um untied 
pnlontcoN mill ilia thief actor* 1 iw Mr. Ilottertoit, Mr#. Hurry, 
mu! Mr*. llrnceglrdle, dm lunar complaining of oppression 
from ilia former, limy, for redrew, appeal'd m my imril of 
Ilorsel, (lien lord chamberlain, for justice t who, r»pamdn« dm 
Mime of die actors, whit ih« «A*t»i»neo of Hir Koltert Howard. 
flmlhiK Ihelr complaints just, procur’d fimn King William a 
separata I Icon an for Mr. Congreve, Mr. Betterton, Mrs, Time* 
girt le, and Mrs. Harry, mid others, to sat up a now company, 
calling It the New Theatre In Uneoln'mlnn- Melds,"—* jKmHh* 
AH&thanut, p, ,(j, 

rti# nobility, and alt person# of eminence, favoured die 
cause af dm comedian*) die generous Dorsal Introduced 
Betterton, Mra. Harry, Mr*, Bracegirdle, and ethers, to the king, 
who granted them an audience. . . . William, who had freed 
, the subject* of England from slavery, except die Inhabitant* 
<um »* wltflloar workli rescued them also from the Insolence and 
tyranny of their oppressors.’' - ffmm, Mmt/mto, HI, 4 i 9 . 
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learned of the law were advised with, and they 
gave their opinion that no patent for acting plays, 
etc,, could tie up the hands of a succeeding prince 
from granting the like authority where it might be 
thought proper to trust it. But while this affair 
was in agitation, Queen Mary dy'd,' which of 
course occasion’d a cessation of all publick diver- 
sions, In this melancholy interim, Betterton and 
his adherents had more leisure to sollicit their 
redress ; and the patentees now finding that the 
party against them was gathering strength, were 
1 educed to make sure of as good a company as 
the leavings of Betterton’s interest could form; 
and these, you may be sure, would not lose this 
occasion of setting a price upon their merit equal 
to their own opinion of it, which was but just 
double to what they had before. Powel and 
Verbruggen, who had then but forty shillings a 
week, were now raised each of them to four 
pounds, and others in proportion. As for myself, I 
vvas then too insignificant to be taken into their 
councils, and consequently stood among those of 
little importance, like cattle in a market, to be 
sold to the first bidder, But the patentees seem- 
ing m the greater distress for actors, condescended 
to purchase me. Thus, without any farther merit 
than that of being a scarce commodity, 1 was ad- 
vanc'd to thirty shillings a week: yet our company 
was so far from being full, that our commanders 

1 a8ih December, 169,1. 
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were forced to beat up for volunteers in neve 
distant counties;' it wan tins occasion that fi 
brought Johnson " and Mullock ’ to the servict 
the Theatre Royal. 

h'oreos 1 icing thus raised, and the war deela 
on both sides, Hetlcrton and Ids d lie is had 
honour of an audience of the king, who consult 
them as the only subjects whom he had not ; 
deliver'd from arbitrary power, and gmdously < 
miss'd them with an iwaiiraiue of relief and 4 
port. Accordingly a select manlier of them \y 
irn power’d by his royal license 4 to act in n sepal 
theatre for themselves. This great point In) 
obtain’d, many people of quality came into a * 
untary subacriptinn of twenty, ami some of ftj 
guineas nqtiuco, for erecting a theatre within ! 
walls of the tennis court in l.iinohtVInn Fld;i 
Bat as it required time to fit it up, it gavel 
patentees more leisure to immlcr their forces, 4 

j. 

f Th« 11 Ctimpwrl^nri Mtitwfeen Out Two M myn 
11 'Twfut tit mewl hnpmnlblR In Drury Ijmtt t« up a ruirtit 

number la take In alt the paua of nny play " 

fl Sea memoir of Johruum m end of Hermit volume | 

* Sen mmnolr of Mu Hack »t end of ftwcontl volume, 

* [ do not think ihmt Urn ikiti* of thU Ikmifta H*« cm I 

ftUied. It wm 351)1 Marrit, tftfjS* j 

* " Comparison Iktwimn the Two p. t a i ** We t| 

whnt Impoiinnlngnml dunning the n*>Wtmismthi&r« wm, whatf 
taring, aiuI wind promising there wm, till at length, ihsimsmij 
mont they received by liberal twoUUwti<m$a eet ’dm In & eandjj 
to go on.” This theatre mn the thentfe In Mule Uiw;ulri , a| 
Fields. See further daiulto In V*d. \t CHap> IV* 
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notwithstanding were not able to take the field till 
the Easter-Monday in April following, Their first 
attempt was a reviv’d play call’d » Abdelazar," or 
the "Moor’s Revenge,” poorly written, by Mrs, 
Behn, The house was very full, but whether it 
was the play or the actors that were not approved, 
the next day’s audience sunk to nothing. How- 
ever, we were assured that let the audiences be 
never so low, our masters would make good all 
deficiencies, and so indeed, they did, ’till towards 
the end of the season, when dues to ballance came 
too thick upon 'em. But that I may go gradually 
on with my own fortune, I must take this occasion 
to let you know, by the following circumstance, 
how very low my capacity as an actor was then 
rated. It was thought necessary at our opening 
that the town should be address’d in a new pro- 
logue; but to our great distress, among several 
that were offer’d, not one was judg’d fit to be 
spoken. This I thought a favourable occasion to 
do myself some remarkable service, if I should 
have the good fortune to produce one that might 
be accepted. The next (memorable) day my 
Muse brought forth her first fruit that was ever 
made publick ; how good or bad imports not ; my 
prologue was accepted, and resolv’d on to be 
spoken, This point being gain’d, I began to stand 
upon terms, you will say, not unreasonable 5 which 
were, that if I might speak it myself I would ex- 
pect no farther reward for my labour; this was 
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judg’d ns bad tin having „„ K , IC tU n „ , y 
nmy imagine how Innl I thought it, that they 
durst not H ost my jioru (metical brut to my „ w „ 
care lint since I found it was in |* K i V cn into 
other haiulM, I insisted that two guineas should be 
the price of my parting with it ; whirl, wit!, * ,y t 
I received, and iWd spoke the prologue . 
every line that was applauded went surely Vo „,v 
heart when I reflected that the same praise might 
Imvo been given to my own speaking; lwr c i, 
the success of the author camponwie the distress 
of the nctor. However, in the end, it W rv'd 
some sort to mend our people u,»in<u„ „f nw . 
and whatever the chick* might think of j,. t , Ml? * 
the patentees ' (who, it |« true, knew difference 
hetween Dryden and Ittirfcy), said, the sue' 

cess of it tlmth, sooth U was an ingenious ym^ 

man. f Ins sober compliment (the*' I could have 
no icUHin to he vain upon it) [ thought was a 
fmr P f romute Lc > my being in favour, lint t« m 2 

enemy. m ° re mmmt ,mw kl m ^wmaitre the 

After we had stolen some few days' march UIMn 
enUhc orcetef Betterton amo up with ul h, 

new ln 81,0,11 tl,ree wmkl stowing, ih« 

' theal,c wsut open’d apinst m with a veteran 

STZ 1 "* i ? "*»0 ■' or In plainer 

Imglisli, the old actors in UnealnWnn-Fielda b#» 

Run with n new comedy at Mr. Confrere a, call'd 
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" Love for Love ; ” 1 which ran on with such ex- 
traordinary success that they had seldom occasion 
to act any other play 'till the end of the season, 
This valuable play had a narrow escape from fall- 
ing into the hands of the patentees ; for before the 
division of the company it had been read and ac- 
cepted of at the Theatre-Royal ; but while the arti- 
cles of agreement for it were preparing, the 
rupture in the theatrical state was so far advanced 
that the author took time to pause before lie sign’d 
them ; when finding that all hopes of accommoda- 
tion were impracticable, he thought it advisable to 
let it take its fortune with those actors for whom 
he had first intended the parts. 

Mr. Congreve was then in such high reputation 
as an author, that besides his profits from this play, 
they offered him a whole share with them, which 
he accepted ; * in consideration of which he oblig'd 
himself, if his health permitted, to give them one 
new play every year. 2 Dryden, in King Charles’s 

1 Downes says (p. 43) : « The houso being fitted up from a 
tennis-court, they open’d It the Inal day of April, 1695." 

* ^ will bo noticed that Downes In (ho passage quoted by mo 
(p. 233, note t) mentions Congreve ns if he had boon an original 
sliuror In tho license; but tho statement Is probably loosely made. 

1 llellchnmbors has boro the following notes, tho entire sub- 
stance of which will bo found in Malone <« Shakespeare," i8ai, 
111 . 170, et \ "In Shakespeare’s time the nightly expenses 
for lights, supernumeraries, etc., was but forly-ftvo shillings, and 
having deducted this charge, the clear emoluments wore divided 
into shaves (supposed to bo forty In number}, between the pro- 
prietors, and principal actors, In tho year 1C66, tho whole profit 
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time, had the .name .share with the King's Comiuti 
but he bound himaelf to give them two plays ov< 
season. This you may imagine he t ould not he 
long, and I am apt to think he might have sen 
them heller with one in a year, not so ' 


me, mi lit* Uiuu'u 

KIM l " RlV ' J i,mi ' h,PB «t R w|,teh\ 

V tyrow, (lm mnnfttftfr, Jrtul hvn nh«r«M mul \Uwp tiu^rivrB «« 

wuu.STff ln r dm: * #l,mu «"* i-r JS “ 

WiniMm I> Avumint « emii(»aiij-, , ((e n,„| r „ 

wmm opened in Porlugakaw. tit* rp ,„ t)l| af . ' ** , 

mi lulu fio^u li,;,!. 

; m "« rewl «*" M«« .« L vt'rtl, 

jiuipoMM, nnd Urn remnjndor !«, , llvltl*, I « lh „ n{( mtt(s 
Uera of I, Is troop* uncording to 'heir rank and i llr o, | carm , 

Z::tr n r m ***"* i,c " c,Mm *« 

1 brnto. but rim fthwtti tmM hv Contra** Wi4 . x , 
tmmnd to be of «n«ld*r«l'|* v«ll * ° ^ 

ns "y* <- 

«*»** M »W, I, E‘™ 

Klllegrew fmnlly, <«,«*(„, „ (he humJ , n 

SSSw^s-SS?* 

nouiuls, communlbu* annta, b u? Egh h! h “ Mwl 

we received not the pl* m „ 0 . on# JJ vl* a f, 

heu«e being burnt, Ui« company In butl<Un» ^ ,l6r wh e lh * 

s^x^zridr r 7 * : “S - 

•< w. »« «** 
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written. Mr. Congreve, whatever impediment he 
met with, was three years before, in pursuance 
to his, agreement, he produced the “Mourning 
Bride and if I mistake not, the interval had been 

not only did not prcsso him for the playos which ho so engaged 
o write for thorn, and for which ho was paid beforehand, but 
they did also at his earnest request give him n third day for his 
Inst now play called “All for Lovo;» and at the receipt of the 
money of tire said third day, ho acknowledged it ns a guift, and 
a particular kindnosso of the company. Yet notwithstanding 
this kind proceeding, Mr. Dryden has now, jointly with Mr. Lee 
(who was hi pension with us to the Inst day of our playing, and 
shall continue), written a play called '« Oedipus," and given it to 
the Duke's Company, contrary to his said agreement, his promise, 
and all gratitude, to the groat prejudice and almost undoing of 
lire company, they being the only pools remaining to us. Mr, 
Crowno, being under (lie like ngroomonl with the duke’s house, 
writt a play called " Tho Destruction of Jerusalem," and being 
forced by their refusall of it, to bring it to us, the said company 
compelled us, after tho studying of It, and a vast oxponco In 
scones and clonths, to buy off their claymo, by paying all the 
pension he had rocolvod from them, amounting to one hundred 
and twelve pounds paid by the King’s Company, besides near 
forty pounds he tho said Mr, Crowno paid out of his owno 
pockot. 

“‘Thoso things considered, If notwithstanding Mr. Drydon’s 
said agreement, promise, and moneys freely giving him for his 
said last new play, and the many titles we have to his writings, 
this play be judged away from us, we must submit, 

(Signed) ; '“Charles Kllllgrew. 

'“Charles Hart. 

'“Rich. Burt. 

'“Cardell Goodman. 

"'Mic, Mohun.”' 

The Interval between tho two plays cannot have boon quite 
throe years. Tho first was produced in April, ifioc, the second 
Homo llmo In 1697, 
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much the name when he gave them the •• Wa 
of the World" 1 Hut It tame mu the strange 
for the lime it cost him, nml tu their better sup 
port when they sorely wanted it ; for though thei 
went on with siicvch* for a year nr two, and ever 
when their affairs were declining stood in mud 
higher estimation of the ptihlkk than their urn,,,, 
nents ; yet in the end both sides were great Hll f, 
fercra by their separation; the uahiral ronsequence 
of two home*, which I have already mention'd in 
n former chapter. 

The first error this new colony of actors fell 
into was their inconsiderately parting with Wil- 
liams and Mrs. Monfurt * upon a im nice (mu to 
say severe) punctilio ; hi not allowing them to Ire 
equal sharers with the rest ; which before they had 
acted one play occvisianed their return to 1 he ser» 
vice of the patentees, As I have called this an 
error, I ought to give my rauon* for it. Though 
the industry of Williams was not equal to his 
capacity ; for he lov'd his bottle better than his 
business; and though Mrs, Monfort was only ex- 
cellent in comedy, yet their merit was too great 
ahmmt on any scruple* to be added to the enemy ; 
and at worst, they were certainly much more above 
those they would have ranked them with than they 
could possibly be under ihoee they were not ad- 
mitted to be equal to. Of thk fact there is » 

'Produced early i* i?«, 

• m, Moumfon w» mm Mn. Ymkfnsmm 
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poetical record in the prologue to u Love for Love*” 
where the author, speaking of the then happy state 
of the stage, observes that if, in Paradise, when 
two only were there, they both fell; the surprize 
was less, if from so numerous a body as theirs, 
there had been any deserters, 

" Abate the wonder, and the fault forgive, 

If, in our larger family, we grieve 

One falling Adam, and one tempted Eve.” * 

These lines alluded to the revolt of the persons 
above mention’d, 

Notwithstanding the acquisition of these two 
actors, who were of more importance than any of 
those to whose assistance they came, the affairs of 
the patentees were still in a very creeping condi- 
tion;’ they were now, too late, convinced of their 
error in having provok’d their people to this civil 
war of the theatre. Quite changed and dismal now 

1 Tho passage is : 

"The freedom man was born to, yon'vo restor’d, 

And to our world such plonty you afford, 

It seem a, like Eden, fruitful of its own accord, 

But since, In Paradise, frail dealt gave way, 

And when but two wore made, both went astray} 

Forbear your wonder, and Lite fault forgive, 

If, in our larger family, wo grieve 

One falling Adam, and one tempted Eve.” 

* In hie preface to « Woman’s WU,” Cibbor says, "But however 
a fort is in a very poor condition, that (In n time of general war) 
has but a handful of raw young follows to maintain It." He also 
talka of himself and hie companions as "an uncertain company." 
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was the prospect before them, their houses thin, 
mul the town crowding into a new one ; actors at 
double HiillmieH, and not half the usual audiences to 
pay them ; and all this brought upon them by those 
whom their full security had contemn'd, and who 
were now in a lair way of making their fiirtvmea 
upon the ruined interest of their oppressors. 

Here, thc>* at litis time my fortune depended on 
the tuicecHH of the patentees, I cannot help in regard 
to truth remembring the rude and riotous huvock 
we made of all the late dramatic honours of the 
theatre. All became at once the spoil of ignorance 
and acif-eoneeit I Hhakcapear was defac'd and 
tortured in every signal character - 1 1 mulct and 
Othello lost in one hour all their good sense, their 
dignity and fame. Ihtilus and Cassius became 
noisy blusterers, with hold unmeaning eyes, mis- 
taken sentiments, and turgid elocution 1 Noth- 
ing, sure, could more painfully regret ' a judicious 
spectator than to see at our first setting out, with 
what nule confidence those habits which actors of 
real merit laid left behind them were worn by giddy 
pretenders that so vulgarly disgraced them I Not 
young lawyers in hir'd robes and plumes at a mas- 
querade could he less what they would seem, or 

1 IJellcImtnhara It as tier# thin mils 1 M Mr, Cibber's usage «f ili« 
verb regna here, may Its uld 10 confirm the censure of Fielding, 
who urged, tn reviewing same other of his tnedverrenetes, ihai it 
w»* • needless far a great writer to understand Ms grammar.' " 
See nolo 1 on page 13& 
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more aukwardly personate the characters they be- 
long’d to. If, in all these acts of wanton waste, 
these insults upon injur’d nature, you observe I have 
not yet charged one of them upon myself, it is not 
from an imaginary vanity that I could have avoided 
them ; but that I was rather safe, by being too 
low at that time to be admitted even to my chance 
of falling into the same eminent errors : so that 
as none of those great parts ever fell to my share, 
I could not be accountable for the execution of 
them. Nor indeed could I get one good part of 
any kind ’till many months after; unless it were 
of that sort which nobody else car'd for, or would 
venture to expose themselves in, 1 The first unin- 
tended favour, therefore, of a part of any value, 
necessity threw upon me on the following occasion. 

As it has been always judg’d their natural inter- 
est, where there are two theatres, to do one another 
as much mischief as they can, you may imagine 

1 Gonoat (U. 65) line the following criticism of Cibber's state- 
ment: “Tlioro can bo no doubt but that the acting at 1 the 
Theatre Royal was miserably Inforlour to wlmt it had been — but 
perhaps Cibber's acaount is n little exaggerated — ho had evidently 
a personal dislike to Powell — everything therefore that he says, 
directly or Indirectly, against him must bo received with some 
grains of allowance — Powell Boems tohavo boon eager to exhibit 
himself In some of Betterton’s best parts, whereas a more diffident 
actor would have wished to avoid comparisons — wo know from 

tho Spectator that Powell was too apt to tear a passion to tattors, 
but still ho must have been an actor of considerable reputation 
at this lime, or ho would not havo boon cast for several good 
pnrts before the division of the company. 11 
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it could not be long before tins hostile policy allow'd 
itself in action. It happen'd, upon our having in. 
formation on a Saturday morning that the Tuesday 
after " Hamlet ” was intended to lie acted at the 
other house, where it had not yet been seen, our 
merry monaging actors (for they were now in a 
manner left to govern themselves) resolv'd at any 
rate to steal a march upon the enemy, and take 
possession of the same play the day before them. 
Accordingly, " Hamlet " was given out that night 
to be acted with us on Monday. The notice of 
this sudden enterprise soon reach'd the other house, 
who in my opinion too much regarded it ; for they 
shorten’d their first orders, and resolv'd that 
" Hamlet " should to "Hamlet" he opposed on the 
same day ; whereas, had they given notice in their 
bills that the same play would have been acted by 
them the day after, the town would have been in 
no doubt which house they should have reserved 
themselves for; ours must certainly have been 
empty, and theirs, with more honour, have been 
crowded. Experience, many years after, in like 
cases, has convinced me that this would have been 
the more laudable conduct. Hut be that an it may ; 
when in their Monday's bills it was seen that " Harm 
let " was up against us, our consternation was ter- 
rible, to find that so hopeful a project was frustrated. 
In this distress, Powel, who was our commanding 
officer, and whose enterprising head wanted nothing 
but skill to carry him through the most desperate 



COLLEY CIBBER 


265 


attempts ; for, like others of his cast, he had mur- 
der'd many a hero only to get into his cloaths. 
This Powel, I say, immediately called a council of 
war, where the question was, whether he should 
fairly face the enemy, or make a retreat to some 
other play of more probable safety ? It was soon 
resolved that to act “ Hamlet ” against “ Hamlet ” 
would be certainly throwing away the play, and dis- 
gracing themselves to little or no audience. To 
conclude, Powel, who was vain enough to envy 
Betterton as his rival, proposed to change plays 
with them, and that as they had given out the “ Old 
Batchelor,” and had chang’d it for “Hamlet" 
against us, we should give up our “ Hamlet " and 
turn the « Old Batchelor ” upon them. This motion 
was agreed to, nomine contradicente ; but upon en- 
quiry, it was found that there were not two persons 
among them who had ever acted in that play ! but 
that objection, it seems (though all the parts were to 
be study’d in six hours), was soon got over ; Powel 
had an equivalent, in petto, that would balance any 
deficiency on that score, which was, that he would 
play the “ Old Batchelor” himself, and mimick Bet- 
terton throughout the whole part. This happy 
thought was approv’d with delight and applause, as 
whatever can be suppos’d to ridicule mciit gencially 
gives joy to those that want it. Accordingly the 
bills were chang’d, and at the bottom inserted : 

11 xhc part of the Old Batchelor to be perform’d 
in Imitation of the original.” 
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Printed books of Hit* play were sent for in haste, 
(nut every actor ha<l oik; to |»U k out of it the , mrt 
he hittl chosen : thus, while they were each of 
them chewing the morsel they hail most mind to, 
some one happening to cast his eye over the 
Dramatis Persona:, found that the main matter 
was still forgot, that imlmily had yet been thought 
of for the part of Alderman houdlcwiie | |,, rc 
we were all aground agen, nm was it to he eon. 
cciv'd wlm could make the least tolerable shift 
with it. This character had been so admirably 
acted by Doggot, that though it is only seen in 
the fourth act, it may Iks no dispraise to the play 
to say it probably ow'd the greatest part of im 
success to his performance. Hm, 3la the case was 
now desperate, any resource was better than none. 
Somebody must swallow the bitter pill, or the play 
must die. 

At last it was recollected that I had been 
heard to say in my wild way of talking, what a 
vast mind I had to play Nykiu, by which name 
the character was more frequently call’d,* Not. 
withstanding they were thus distress'd about the 
disposal of this part, most of them shook their 
1 M Old Mietar," mi iv, 4 1 

" Corns, feta Nykiu one* wow, wwj ih«« pi you 

In «« so Gel you In, gai you fo, By, fey. 
iMtitk, lly, Nybln, 

PmHmifi, lly, Cocky , 
latitk. By, Nykiu, 
tomllmfa By, Cask* by, fey ," 
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heads at my being mention'd for it ; yet Powel, 
who was resolv'd at all hazards to fall upon Better- 
ton, and having no concern for what might become 
of any one that serv’d his ends or purpose, order’d 
me to be sent for ; and, as he naturally lov d to 
set other people wrong, honestly said before I 
came, " If the fool has a mind to blow himself up 
at once, let us ev’n give him a clear stage for it.” 
Accordingly the part was put into my hands be- 
tween eleven and twelve that morning, which I 
durst not refuse, because others were as much 
straitned in time for study as myself. But I had 
this casual advantage of most of them ; that having 
so constantly observ’d Dogget’s performance, I 
wanted but little trouble to make me perfect in 
the words j so that when it came to my turn to 
rehearse, while others read their parts from their 
books, I had put mine in my pocket, and went 
thro’ the first scene without it ; and though I was 
more abash’d to rehearse so remarkable a part 
before the actors (which is natural to most young 
people) than to act before an audience, yet some 
of the better-natur’d encouraged me so far as to 
say they did not think I should make an ill figure 
in it. To conclude, the curiosity to sec Betterton 
mimick’d drew us a pretty good audience, and 
Powel (as far as applause is a proof of it) was 
allow'd to have burlesqu’d him very well . 1 As I 

1 Regarding I’owell’s playing In Imitation of Betterton, Chet- 
wood l'< History of the Stage," p. iSS) 8ft y»< " Mr< Geor «° 
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have question'd the certain value of applause, I 
hope I may venture with less vanity to nay how 
particular a share I had of it in the name play, 
At my first appearance one might have imagin'd 
by the various murmurs of the audience, that they 
were in doubt whether Hogget himself were not 
return'd, or that they could not conceive what 
strange face it could be that so nearly resembled 
him ; for I had laid the tint of forty years more 
than my real age upon my features, and. to the 
most minute placing of an hair, was dressed ex* 
actly like him : when I spoke, the surprise was 
still greater, ns if 1 had not only borrow'd his 
cloathH, but Ida voice, too. Hut tho* that was 
the least difficult |>nrt of him to be imitated, they 
seem'd to allow I had so much of him in every 
other requisite, that my applause was, perhaps, 
more than proport tollable s for, whether I had 
done so much where so little wm expected, or 
that the generosity of my hearers were more than 
usually zealous upon mo unexpected an occasion, or 
from what other motive such favour might be 
pour'd upon me, I cannot say; but in plain and 
honest truth, upon my going off from the first 

I'owal, a reputable neler, with many extml.1 metes, guvs trai, that 
he would perform the part of fir John Fahxatf In the manner of 
that very excellent English Emote, Mr, lietterton. He ear. 
minty hit Ida manner, and tone of vote*, y«t to mate the pktar* 
more like, lie mlmlc'd the Infirmities of diaiemper. old age, and 
tho ftftHeilng paltw of the gout, which that great man was often 
MJatttrftt# 
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scene, a much better actor might have been proud 
of the applause that followed me ; after one loud 
plaudit was ended and sunk into a general whisper 
that seem’d still to continue their private approba- 
tion, it reviv’d to a second, and again to a third, 
still louder than the former. If to all this I add, 
that Dogget himself was in the pit at the same 
time, it would be too rank affectation if I should 
not confess that to see him there a witness of my 
reception, was to me as consummate a triumph as 
the heart of vanity could be indulg’d with. But 
whatever vanity I might set upon myself from 
this unexpected success, I found that was no 
rule to other people’s judgment of me. There 
were few or no parts of the same kind to be 
had; nor could they conceive, from what I had 
done in this, what other sort of characters I 
could be fit for. If I sollicited for anything of a 
different nature, I was answered, that was not in 
my way. And what was in my way it seems 
was not as yet resolv'd upon. And though I 
reply’d, that I thought anything naturally writ- 
ten ought to be in every one’s way that pretended 
to lie an actor, this was looked upon as a vain, 
impracticable conceit of my own. Yet it is a 
conceit that, in forty years’ farther experience, I 
have not yet given up ; I still think that a painter 
who can draw but one sort of object, or an actor 
that shines but in one light, can neither of them 
boast of that ample genius which is necessary to 
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form « thorough master of his art : for tho' geuiua 
may have a particular inclination, yet a good his. 
lory painter, or a good actor, .will, without being' 
at a loss, give you upon demand a proper likeness 
of whatever nature produces. If he cannot do 
this, he is only ait actor as the shoemaker was 
allow’d a limited judge of Apelles's painting, but 
not beyond his last. Now, tho' to do any one 
thing well may have more merit than we often 
meet with, and may be enough to procure a man 
the name of a good actor from the pnblick, yet, in 
my opinion, it is but still the name without the 
substance. If Ins talent is in such narrow bounds 
that he dares not step out of them to look upon 
tlu: singularities of mankind, and cannot catch 
them In whatever form they present themselves; 
if lie is not master of the qukqniil agmtl hm»imx x 1 
etc., in any shape human nature is fit to be seen 
in; if he cannot change himself into several tlis. 
tinct persons, so as to vary his whole tone of 
voice, his motion, his look and gesture, whether in 
high or lower life, and, at the same time, keep 
close to those variations without leaving the char- 
acter they singly belong to ; if his tat skill falls 
short of this capacity, what pretence have we to 
call him a complete master of Ins art ? And tho' 

I do not insist that lie ought always to shew him- 

1 11 Qukwjolil agunt homlim. voiam, tlmor, Ira. whijtias, 
Gwtlls, dlMunut, iMMid mi farrago UbaltL* 

■ L Ij, 
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self in these various lights, yet, before we compli- 
ment him with that title, he ought at least, by 
some few proofs, to let us see that he has them 
all in his power, If I am ask’d, who ever arriv’d 
at this imaginary excellence, I confess the in- 
stances are very few ; but I will venture to name 
Monfort as one of them, whose theatrical charac- 
ter I have given in my last chapter : for in his 
youth he had acted low humour with great suc- 
cess, even down to Tallboy in the “Jovial Crew;” 
and when he was in great esteem as a tragedian, 
he was, in comedy, the most complete gentleman 
that I ever saw upon the stage. Let me add, too, 
that Betterton, in his declining age, was as emi- 
nent in Sir John Falstaff, as in the vigour of it, 
in his Othello. 

While I thus measure the value of an actor by 
the variety of shapes he Is able to throw himself 
into, you may naturally suspect that I am all this 
while leading my own theatrical character into 
your favour. Why really, to speak as an honest 
man, I cannot wholly deny it : but in this I shall 
endeavour to be no farther partial to myself than 
known facts will make me ; from the good or bad 
evidence of which, your better judgment will con- 
demn or acquit me. And to shew you that I will 
conceal no truth that is against me, I frankly own 
that had I been always left to my own choice of 
characters, I am doubtful whether I might ever 
have deserv'd an equal share of that estimation 
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which the publick seem'd lo have held me in ; nor 
am I sure that it was not vanity in me often to 
Imvc suspected that I wan kept mil of the parts I 
had most mini! in by the jealousy or prejudice of 
my cot cm [Hinnies ; some instances of which t 
could give you, were they not too slight in lie 
remember'd. In the meantime, he pleas’d to ob- 
serve how slowly, in my younger days, mv good. for- 
tune. came forward. 

My early success in the "Old Halvhclur," of 
which I have given so full an account, having 
open’d no farther way to my advancement, was 
enough, perhaps, to have made a young fellow of 
more modesty despair ; but being of a temper not 
easily dishearten’d, ( resolv’d to leave nothing mi- 
Attempted that might shew me in some new rank 
of distinction, Having then no other resource, I 
was at last reduc'd to write a character for myself ; 
but as that was not finish'd till about a year after, 
I could not, in the interim, procure any one part 
that gave me the least inclination to it j and 
consequently such m I got I perform’d with a 
proportionable negligence. But this misfortune, if 
it were one, you are not to wonder at } for the 
same fate attended me, more or less, to the last 
days of my remaining on the stage. What defect 
in me this may have been owing to, I have not yet 
had sense enough to find out j but I mm found 
out as good a thing,'® which was, never to be 
mortify’d at it : though 1 am afraid this seeming 
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philosophy was rather owing to my inclination to 
pleasure than business. But to my point. The 
next year I produc’d the comedy of " Love’s Last 
Shift ; ” yet the difficulty of getting it to the stage 
was not easily surmounted ; for, at that time, as 
little was expected from me, as an author, as had 
been from my pretensions to he an actor, How- 
ever, Mr. Southern, the author of " Oroonoko,” 
having had the patience to hear me read it to him, 
happened to like it so well that ho immediately rec- 
ommended it to the patentees, and it was accordingly 
acted in January 1695,' In this play I gave myself 
the part of Sir Novelty, which was thought a good 
portrait of the foppery then in fashion, Here, too, 
Mr. Southern, though he had approv’d my play, 
came into the common diffidence of me as an actor : 
for, when on the first day of it I was standing, my- 


1 That is, January, 1696. Tho cast was : — 

« Love's Inst Shift j or, tho Fool in Fashion,” 


Sir Wim.iam Wiskwoud 

. Mr, Johnson. 

Lovkmsss 

• * 

. Mr. Verbruggen, 

Sir Novklty Fashion . 

♦ Mr. Cibber. 

liuwu Worthy 


, Mr. Williams, 

Young Worthy 


* Mr. Hordon. 

Snap 


. Mr. Penkethman, 

Sly 


. Mr* Bullock. 

Lawyku . 


. Mr, Mills* 

Amanda 


. Mrs, Rogers, 

NAuarssA 


. Mrs. Verbruggen, 

II 11, LARI A 


. Mrs. Cibber, 

Mrs, Flarrit 


, Mrs. Kent. 

Amanda's Woman 


. Mrs, Lucas, 



self, to prompt the prologue, lie took me by the 
hand mid said, *• Young man I I pronounce thy 
play ti good one; I will answer for its success, ‘ if 
thou dost not spoil it by thy own art ion/' Though 
this might he a fair salvo for bis favourable judg- 
ment of the play, yet, if it were bis real opinion of 
me ns an actor, I had the good fortune to deceive 
him: I succeeded so well in both, that people 
seem'd (it a loss which they should give the prefer* 
once to.* But (now let me shew a little more 
vanity, and my apology for it shall come after) the 
compliment which my laud Dorset (then lord 
chamberlain) made me upon it is, l own, what [ 
had rather not suppress, via, that it was the best 
first play that any author in his memory had pro* 
duc'd ; and that for a young fellow to shew him* 
self such an actor and such a writer in one day, 
was something extraordinary. Ihn as this noble 
lord has been celebrated for his good nature, 1 am 
contented that ns much of ibis compliment should 

1 In the (Miration let ihi* play CUtter say* iH»r ** Mr, Booth* 
em'a good naimr* (wht»e own watts br*i hi* jodg* 

mem) enppd Ids rtpttiOon for the mt><nm~ a 

* OUdon prtttei lilts play highly In ih# “ Comparison Wo(w«s« 
Ihts Two 8mpV p. aj 2 itm 

M timtot* Ajr 4 mmyt Uuu play wm ih« mm i 

I Ihinik if did mmten, 

SufitN, Ii did mi niy di^rvtdtly t Mitr# iml.ni few 
lliftl mm* tip i#*{ ter jmrtty af p\m t mmwm #,ftd mwvd* 
II ^ Mim ntm it dsik^ mi by the Mp l\w 

g^mi m ihte 
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be suppos’d to exceed my deserts as may be 
imagin’d to have been heighten'd by his generous 
inclination to encourage a young beginner. If this 
excuse cannot soften the vanity of telling a truth 
so much in my own favour, I must lie at the 
mercy of my reader. But there was a still higher 
compliment pass’d upon me which I may publish 
without vanity, because it was not a design’d one 
and apparently came from my enemies, viz. ; That, 
to their certain knowledge, it was not my own : 
this report is taken notice of in my dedication to 
the play.' If they spoke truth, if they knew what 
other person it really belong’d to, I will at least 
allow them true to their trust; for above forty 
years have since past, and they have not yet 
reveal’d the secret . 1 

1 Davies (" Dram. Misc,," HI, 437) says s « So IHtle was hoped 
Bom lira go ulus of Cibber, that tho critics reproached him with 
stealing Ills piny. To Ills eonsiirers ho makes n serious defence 
of hlmsolf. In his dedication to Richard Norton, Esq., of South- 
wick, ngmillenmn who was no fond of si age-plays and players, 
that ho lifts boon neemed of turning his elinpel into a theatre. 
Tho furious John Donnie, who hntod Cibber for obstructing, as 
ho Imagined, tho progress of his tragedy called tha ' Invader of 
III# Country, * In vory passlonato terms do ales hi# claim to this 
comedy 1 1 Wlton tho" Fool In Fashion’’ was first acted (says the 
critic) Cibber w»fl hardly twenty yonra of age —how could he, at 
Iho ago of twenty, write a comedy with n Just design, distinguished 
characters, and a propor dialogue, who now, at forty, treats us 
with Hibernian sunse and Hibernian English?’” 

“This same nccuaatlon was made against Clbbor on othor 
occasions. Dr. Johnson, referring to one of these, soldi "There 
was no reason to bellovo Mint the ’Careless Husband 1 was not 
writlon by himself.” — Doswell's Johnson, H. 340. 
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The new light hi which I fie character of Sj r 
Novelty had shewn me, one might have thought 
were enough to have diasiptlcd the dmibts 0 f 
wlmt I might now be possibly good tor, mg 
to whatever chance my ill-fortune was due, 
whether I had still hut little incut, <n that the 
mensigers, if l had any, were not vomjtcicni judges 
of it ; or whether I was not generally d bow'd by 
other actors (which I am moot inclin'd to think 
the true cause) when any fresh part* were to be 
dispos'd of, not one part of any con sequence was 
I preferr’d to ’till the year following Then, in- 
deed, from Sir John Vanbrugh's favcun able opinion 
of me, I began, with others, to have a better of 
myself, For he not only dkl me honour n* an 
Author by writing his "Relapse" as a sequel or 
second pin to " Love's Lmi Shift," but as mi actor 
U», by preferring me to the chief character in his 
own play (which from Sir Novelty) he had en- 
nobled by the style of Huron or Foppington. This 
play (the ■* Relapse ") from its new and easy turn of 
wit, had great success, arid gave me, a* a comedian, 
a second flight of reputation along with it. 1 

As the matter I write must be very flat or im- 
pertinent to those who have no taste or concern 

1 " Tbs tWapM i or, Virtu# In Danger,” «m prtdwsaA at 
Drury lane In i&jy. Clbbertt pm tit It, M t‘s»|»(«lw$t*Mt, \» 
c»me one of ItU most famous «hat«it«, Tbe “CNmpartem 
ween the Two Slap* ,* p, j a , ^ys > « * O w a«fc < • top,’ «mt 
Relapse 1 am BWMtrptetsst, tail saMsis*! Dmry Lsmm boos#, 
the flew two or three yw». m 
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for the stage, and may to those who delight in it, 
too, be equally tedious when I talk of nobody but 
myself, I shall endeavour to relieve your patience 
by a word or two more of this gentleman, so far 
as he lent his pen to the support of the theatre. 

Though the “ Relapse ” was the first play this 
agreeable author produc’d, yet it was not, it seems, 
the first he had written ; for he had at that time 
by him (more than) all the scenes that were acted 
of the “ Provok’d Wife ; ” but being then doubtful 
whether he should ever trust them to the stage, 
he thought no more of it. But after the success 
of the "Relapse” he was more strongly impor- 
tun'd than able to refuse it to the publick, Why 
the last-written play was first acted, and for what 
reason they were given to different stages, what 
follows will explain. 

In his first step into publick life, when he was 
but an ensign and had a heart above his income, 
he happen’d somewhere at his winter quarters, 
upon a very slender acquaintance with Sir Thomas 
Skipwith, to receive a particular obligation from 
him which he had not forgot at the time I am 
speaking of. When Sir Thomas's interest in the 
theatrical patent (for he had a large share in it, 
though he little concern'd himself in the conduct 
of it) was rising but very slowly, he thought that 
to give it a lift by a new comedy, if it succeeded, 
might be the handsomest return he could make to 
those his former favours ; and having observ’d that 
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in "Love’s Lust Shift " most of the actors had 
acquitted themselves beyond what was e\|Ku:tcd 
of than, he look a sudden lout from what lie 
lik'd in that play, ami in 1 cm than three months, 
in the beginning of April billowing, In ought ns 
the "Relapse” finish'd; hut the season being 
then loo far advanc'd, it was not acted ‘till the 
succeeding winter. U|jon the stun-** ,,1 the *• Re» 
lapse " the late land llalhlas, who was a great 
favourer of Betterton's company, having formerly, 
by way of farnlly anuisemcut, heard the ** Provok'd 
Wife" read to him in its looser sheets, engag'd 
Sir John Vanbrugh to revise it and gave it to the 
theatre in Lincoln's-Inn Fields. This was a 
request not to he refus’d to mi eminent a patron 
of the Muses as the Lord Halidas, who was 
equally a friend and admirer of Sir John himself.* 
Nor was Sir Thomas Skip with in the least dig. 
obliged by so reasonable a compliance, After 
which, Sir John was ugen at liberty to repeat his 
civilities to his friend Sir Thomas, and atom the 
same time, or not long after, gave os the comedy 
of " ifllsop," for his inclination always led him to 
serve Sir Thomas, Besides, our company about 
tlvto time began to to look'd upon in another 

1 " 'fit# Provoked Wife ” wm #1 UMStnS law Ffdds 

to ■%) »»d) as Glibber Manat, at Bwj 

tour to the rams yarn It imam $*st ywstepMs t« *Tto» Gto> 
fetlstiuy") that Veflltratth pve hb Rna ikrw play* m praamt* 
to ton eemptmtet, 
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light ; the late contempt we had lain under was 
now wearing off, and from the success of two 01 
three new plays, our actors, by being originals in 
,a few good parts where they had . not the disad- 
vantage of comparison against them, sometimes 
found new favour in those old plays where others 
had exceeded them. ' 

Of this good-fortune perhaps I had more than 
my share from the two very different chief charac- 
ters I had succeeded in ; for I was equally approv'd 
in “ ^Esop ” as the Lord Foppington, allowing the 
difference to be no less than as wisdom in a 
person deform’d may be less entertaining to the 
general taste than folly and foppery finely drest. 
For the character that delivers precepts of wisdom 
is, in some sort, severe upon the auditor by shewing 
him one wiser than himself. But when folly is 
his object he applauds himself for being wiser 
than the coxcomb he laughs at, And who is not 
more pleas'd with an occasion to commend than 
accuse himself ? 

Though to write much in a little time is no 
excuse for writing ill j yet Sir John Vanbrughs 
pen is not to be a little admit d for its spirit, ease, 
and readiness in producing plays so fast upon the 
neck of one another j for, notwithstanding this 

1 " Comparison Between tho Two Singes, ” p. 12 : « In iho 
meantime, the mushrooms in Drury Lnno shoot up from such a 
desolate fortune Into a considerable name 1 and not only grappled 
with tholr rivals, but almost ocllpst 'em." 


quick dispatch, there is a dear and lively .sim- 
plicity in his wit that neither wauls the ornament 
of learning nor has the least smell of the lamp in 
it. As the face of a line woman, with only her 
locks loose ahou I, her, may he then in its greatest 
beauty ; such were his productions, only adorn’d 
by nature. There is something so catching to 
the oar, so easy to the memory, iu all lie writ, 
that it has been observ'd by all the actor# of my 
time, that the style of no author whatsoever gave 
their memory less trouble than that of Sir John 
Vanbrugh ; which I myself, who have been charg'd 
with several of his strongest diameters, can eon- 
firm by a pleasing experience. And indeed his 
wit and humour was so little laboured, that his 
most entertaining scenes seem'd to he no more 
than Ins common conversation committed to paper. 
Here I confess my judgment at a loss, whether 
in this f give him more nr less than his dim 
praise ? For may it not be more laudable to raise 
an estate (whether hi wealth or fame) by j*ains 
and honest industry than to be him to it ? Yet 
if his scenes really were, as to me they always 
seem'd, delightful, are they not, thus cxpcdttkiu&ly 
written, the more surprising? Let the wit and 
merit of them then be weigh'd by wiser crUidta 
than I pretend to be. But no wonder, while hk 
conceptions were act full of life and humour, hii 
Muse should be sometimes too warm to wait the 
alow pace of Judgment, or to endure the drudgery 
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of forming a regular fable to them, Yet we see the 
" Relapse,” however imperfect in the conduct, by 
the mere force of its agreeable wit, ran away with 
the hearts of its hearers ; while « Love’s Last Shift,” 
which (as Mr. Congreve justly said of it) had only 
in it a great many things that were like wit, that 
in reality were not wit. And what is still less 
pardonable (as I say of it myself) has a great deal 
of puerility and frothy stage-language in it, yet 
by the mere moral delight receiv’d from its fable, 
it has been, with the other, in a continued and 
equal possession of the stage for more than forty 
years. 1 

As I have already promis’d you to refer your 
judgment of me as an actor rather to known facts 
than my own opinion (which I could not be sure 
would keep clear of self-partiality) I must a little 
farther risque my being tedious to be as good as 
my word. I have elsewhere allow’d that my want 
of a strong and full voice soon cut short my hopes 
of making any valuable figure in tragedy ; and I 
have been many years since convinced, that what- 
ever opinion I might have of my own judgment or 
capacity to amend the papable errors that I saw 
our tragedians most in favour commit; yet the 
auditors who would have been sensible of any 
such amendments (could I have made them) were 
so very few that my best endeavour would have 

1 Tho Inst porformmiCQ of this comocly which Goneat Indexes 
was nt Covont Gnrclen, i,|ili Fobrunry, 1763. 
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Syphax, Richard the Third, etc. If in any of 
this kind I have succeeded, perhaps it has been 
a merit dearly purchas’d ; for, from the delight I 
seem’d to take in my performing them, half my 
auditors have been persuaded that a great share 
of the wickedness of them must have been in my 
own nature. If this is true, as true I fear (I had 
almost said hope) it is, I look upon it rather as a 
praise than censure of my performance. Aversion 
there is an involuntary commendation, where we 
are only hated for being like tire thing we ought 
to be like; a sort of praise, however, which few 
actors besides myself could endure. Had it been 
equal to the usual praise given to virtue, my co- 
temporaries would have thought themselves in- 
jur'd if I had pretended to any share of it. So 
that you see it has been as much the dislike 
others had to them, as choice that has thrown me 
sometimes into these characters, But it may be 
farther observ’d that in the characters I have 
nam'd, where there is so much close meditated 
mischief, deceit, pride, insolence, or cruelty, they 
cannot have the least cast or prefer of the amiable 
in them ; consequently, there can be no great de- 
mand for that harmonious sound, or pleasing round 
melody of voice, which in the softer sentiments of 
love, the wailings of distressful virtue, or in the 

voice and the Insignificancy mul meanness of his action, he <lld 
not socin to understand olihor what lie said or what ho was 
about.” 
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throws anti swelling* of b»,*nmst and ambit tart, nifty 
Ik? needful i«« wciHHnmd them to mtr pity m 
admiration j sm ttet, again, my want of that requi*- 
slit* voire might kM dmpuilify me ter the vidoua 
than the virtuous durarlct. This i««t may have 
been it marts favourable tm*m S««r my having been 
chosen far them -•• a yet farther lansttferation that 
inclin'd me la item was ttei they me generally 
teller written, shifter wwt with weswible red# 
Ilona, and come by m much nearer i« twimma 
life and nature than cbmimn «l admiration, m 
vice is more the practice of mankind than virtue; 
nor could I sometimes help smiling at those dainty 
actor® that were too stqswamfeh so swallow them S 
as If they were one jot the better men for acting 
ft good man well, or another non the worse for 
doing equal justice to a ted one ! Ti* not, sure, 
what we act, hut how we act what k allotted u% 
that speak® our Intrinsfck value l m in real life, 
the wi m man or the fool, be he prince or peasant, 
will in either state be equally the fool or the wise 
man — but alaii I in peraooatdl life ibis is no rule 
to the vulgar! they are apt to think all before 
them red, and rate the actor according to Mi 
borrow’d vice or virtue. 

If then X had always to© otreiess a concern for 


if I have ted \m of it than others of my time, or 
not l<m pi |t than I desired 5 yet I will venture to 
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applause, many actors have run into more errors 
and absurdities than their greatest ignorance could 
otherwise have committed : 1 if this charge is true, 
it will lie chiefly upon the better judgment of the 
spectator to reform it. 

But not to make too great a merit of my avoid- 
ing this common road to applause, perhaps I was 
vain enough to think I had more ways than one 
to come at it. That, in the variety of characters 
I acted, the chances to win it were the stronger 
on my side — that, if the multitude were not in 
a roar to see me in Cardinal Wolscy, I could be 
sure of them in Alderman Fondlewife. If they 
hated me in Jago, in Sir Poplin g they took me for 
a fine gentleman ; if they were silent at Syphax, 
no Italian eunuch was more applauded than when 
I sung in Sir Courtly. If the morals of ASsop 
were too grave for them, Justice Shallow was as 
simple and as merry an old rake as the wisest of 
our young ones could wish me.® And though 

*"TIiq Lament,” p< *\>\\ “ Whatever the actors appear’d upon 
tho Hinge, they were most of them barbarians off on't, few of 
thorn having had tho education, or whose fortunes could admit 
them to tho conversation of gentlemen,” 

“Davies praises Cibber in Fondlewife, saying that lie “was 
much and justly admired and applauded” (“Dram. Mlsc,,” ill, 
391) s and in tho same work (i. 306) ho gives an admirable sketch 
of Cibber as Justice Shallow? 

” Whether ho was a copy or an original in Shallow, it is 
certain no audience was over more fixed in deep attention, at 
his first appearance, ormoro shaken with laughter in the progress 
of tho scone, than at Colley Cibber’s exhibition of this ridiculous 
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my performance to have been defective, I am 
demn’d by my own evidence; if you acquit 
these outlines may serve for a sketch of 
theatrical character. 


con- 

me, 

my 



CHAPTER VII. 


The Sttta »l itte Slog* iNwUMwd Tb* of YVitkVj 

Commencing Aden •*- lib "»■- fws Routing in lib 

Tltpuirtal Taleni Aden SW*s m |,«®s fUi*e<t>‘4 f,„i H 
Thtlr Private Chandar*. 

HE Lincolns Inn Kidds Company were 
now, In J69J,' <i tbtnmcmwpsilih, like 
that of Hoi la khI, divided from the tyr- 
anny of Spoilt : bui I he similitude goes very little 
farther; short was ths iluralion u( the theatrical 
power I for the* success pour'd in m fast upon 
them at their first o|*mlng that everything seem'd 
to support Itself, yet tmperienw in a year or two 
shew d them that they had never been worse 
govern d than when they govern'd themselves J 
Many of them began to make their particular 
interest more their point than that of the general ; 
anti tho* some deference might be bad to the 
measures and advice of Betterton, several of them 
wanted to govern In their turn, and were often out 
of humour that their opinion «ra* not equally re 
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, , hnt have we not seen the same infirmity 
^senates ? The tragedians seem’d to think then 
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written. Mr. Congreve, whatever impediment he 
met with, was three years before, in pursuance 
to his, agreement, he produced the “Mourning 
Bride and if I mistake not, the interval had been 

not only did not prcsso him for the playos which ho so engaged 
o write for thorn, and for which ho was paid beforehand, but 
they did also at his earnest request give him n third day for his 
Inst now play called “All for Lovo;» and at the receipt of the 
money of tire said third day, ho acknowledged it ns a guift, and 
a particular kindnosso of the company. Yet notwithstanding 
this kind proceeding, Mr. Dryden has now, jointly with Mr. Lee 
(who was hi pension with us to the Inst day of our playing, and 
shall continue), written a play called '« Oedipus," and given it to 
the Duke's Company, contrary to his said agreement, his promise, 
and all gratitude, to the groat prejudice and almost undoing of 
lire company, they being the only pools remaining to us. Mr, 
Crowno, being under (lie like ngroomonl with the duke’s house, 
writt a play called " Tho Destruction of Jerusalem," and being 
forced by their refusall of it, to bring it to us, the said company 
compelled us, after tho studying of It, and a vast oxponco In 
scones and clonths, to buy off their claymo, by paying all the 
pension he had rocolvod from them, amounting to one hundred 
and twelve pounds paid by the King’s Company, besides near 
forty pounds he tho said Mr, Crowno paid out of his owno 
pockot. 

“‘Thoso things considered, If notwithstanding Mr. Drydon’s 
said agreement, promise, and moneys freely giving him for his 
said last new play, and the many titles we have to his writings, 
this play be judged away from us, we must submit, 

(Signed) ; '“Charles Kllllgrew. 

'“Charles Hart. 

'“Rich. Burt. 

'“Cardell Goodman. 

"'Mic, Mohun.”' 

The Interval between tho two plays cannot have boon quite 
throe years. Tho first was produced in April, ifioc, the second 
Homo llmo In 1697, 
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who, tho’ in other lights much his inferior, yet this 
part he seem'd better to become. Dogget was so 
immovable in his opinion of whatever he thought 
was right or wrong, that he could never be easy 
under any kind of theatrical government, and was 
generally so warm in pursuit of his interest that he 
often outran it ; I remember him three times, for 
some years, unemploy’d in any theatre, from his 
not being able to bear, in common with others, the 
disagreeable accidents that in such societies are 
unavoidable. 1 But whatever pretences he had 
form’d for this first deserting from Lincoln’s Inn 
.Melds, I always thought his best reason for it was, 
that he look’d upon it as a sinking ship ; not only 
from the melancholy abatement of their profits, 
but likewise from the neglect and disorder in their 
government ; he plainly saw that their extraordi- 
nary success at first had made them too confident 
of its duration, and from thence had slacken’d their 
industry — by which he observ’d, at the same 
time, the old house, where there was scarce any 
other merit than industry, began to flourish. And 
indeed they seem'd not enough to consider, that 
the appetite of the publick, like that of a fine 
gentleman, could only be kept warm by variety ; 
that let their merit be never so high, yet the taste 

' Gonost’s list of Doggol’a characters shows 'that lie was 
apparently not engaged 1698 to 1700, both inclusive | for tho 
seasons 1706-07 and 1707-08) and for tho season 1708-09, 
Tliia would make the tlireo occasions mentioned by Cibber, 
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Ben in "Love fur lan-c," made hint 4 more tie. 
dared mak’Contcnl *m and) nHxasiuns : he over- 
1 valued comedy (mi its being marci l<< nature than 
tragedy, width is allow'd it* say many hue things 
that nature never spike in the same words ; iuid 
supposing his opinion were just, yet he should 
have consider’d that the putdkk had a taste w 
well its himself, which in policy he might to have 
complied with. Doggct, however, amid not with 
patience look upon the cwtly trains and plumes of 
tragedy,' in which knowing himself to be useless, 
he thought were all a vain extravagance ; and 
when be found his singularity could no longet 
oppose that expence, he m obstinately adhered tt 
Ills own opinion, that lie left the society of his, oltl 
friends, and came over to us at the Tlmiire Royal 
and yet this actor always set up for a theatrical 
patriot. This happened In the winter following 
the first division of the (only) company.' lit 
came time enough to the Theatre Royal to act ihc 
part o( Uiy in the »• Relapse,” an arch valet, quilt 
after the French can, pert and familiar. Hut »i 
suited so ill with Dogget’s dry and closely nature 
manner of acting, that upon the second clay hi 
desired it might he disposed of to another j wide! 
the author complying with, pvt it to Fenkethnun 

•Aosug Iks tent i f t e s towbl s h puns* t* a ewrkm* U«4*a 

iRlfftiJlStli OeU lOgS, Ofpnttoi ihk tlmmiim, tty tt, ttwoi 
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who, tho’ in other lights much his inferior, yet this 
part he seem’d better to become. Dogget was so 
immovable in his opinion of whatever he thought 
was right or wrong, that he could never be easy 
under any kind of theatrical government, and was 
generally so warm in pursuit of his interest that he 
often outran it ; I remember him three times, for 
some years, unemploy'd in any theatre, from his 
not being able to bear, in common with others, the 
disagreeable accidents that in such societies are 
unavoidable . 1 But whatever pretences he had 
form'd for this first deserting from Lincoln s Inn 
Fields, I always thought his best reason for it was, 
that he look’d upon it as a sinking ship ; not only 
from the melancholy abatement of their profits, 
but likewise from the neglect and disorder m then- 
government : he plainly saw that their extraordi- 
nary success at first had made them too confident 
of its duration, and from thence had slacken d then- 
industry— by which he observ’d, at the same 
time, the old house, where there was scarce any 
other merit than industry, began to flourish. And 
indeed* they seem’d not enough to consider, that 
the appetite of the publick, like that of a fine 
gentleman, could only be kept warm by variety , 
that let their merit be never so high, yet the taste 

1 Gonosl's Hat of Bogget’s characters shows ‘that ho was 
Thin would make tho Ihrco occasions mentioned by Ubbor 



COULBV CHMtHM 


49a 

of n town was not always constant, nor infallible; 
that it was dangerous t« hold flndr rival a in 
too much contempt : ’ for they Imind that a young 
industrious comjwny were soon * match lor the 
best actors when too securely negligent ; and neg- 
ligent they certainly were, and fondly fancied 
that, had each of their different schemes been 
follow'd, their audiences would not so suddenly 
have fallen off * 

But alas! the vanity of applauded actors, when 
they are not crowded l« «« they way have ton, 
makes them naturally impute the change to any 
cause rather than the true one, satiety. They arc 
mighty loath to think a town, wire m fond of 
them, could ever ho tired ; awl yet, at one time or 
other, more or less thin house* have boon the cer- 
tain fate of the most prospermia actor* ever since 
I remember the stage! But against this evil the 
provident patentees had found out a relief which 

1 tirpUn, la fete i» Onut«tH» «* fete n*|dl|| af 

“ Iterate laws" fa iCfl. rapt at lit* In* EWth 

Company t 

"Their mi Uog «*» Oitt aitoatt a 0mmmmg mp 
life# andatu (tew*, wsjewU* te 4*mfi 
And bailer gte » * f »g» ih«H wm wU mm fesra#*, 

Tfeam (hr ctab-ttMag* d ibo «^k*wrt«« VMM,* 

1 M ta ws*$ lb® : tm» p 1^1 M tm 

ttH© *<m$m ef * fcif lnn fr { a %k® itap «d ilia* feM* 

fa 
k 


COLLEY CIBBER 


2 93 


3 new house were not yet masters of, viz., never 
pay their people when the money dicl not come 
; nor then neither, but in such proportions as 
ited their conveniency. I myself was one of 
my who for acting six weeks together never 
ceivcd one day’s pay ; and for some years after 
ldom had above half our nominal sallaries : but 
the best of my memory, the finances of the 
her house held it not above one season more, he- 
re they were reduced to the same expedient of 
aking the like scanty payments. 1 

Such was the distress and fortune of both these 
jin panics since their division from the Theatre 
:oyat; either working at half wages, or by alter- 
ate successes intercepting the bread from one 
nother’s mouths;* irreconcilable enemies, yet 
without hope of relief from a victory on either 
kle ; sometimes both parties reduced, and yet 


' Cibbor say# noth big of hi# having been a member of the 
Incolti'a Inn Field# company, but ha was, for he writes in his 
nefuco to " Woman's Wit:" "During the time of my writing 
|,„ two first acts I was entertain'd at the new theatre. . . . la 
he middlo of my writing tho third act, not liking my station 
I MW* >« Th»... RoynU" OM» mg 

liavo joined llottorton, I should think, about die end of 1696. 
It is curious that ire should In hi# " Apology * have entrrely sup- 
pressed this Incident. It nlmont suggests that there was some- 
lliinn in it of which ho was in Inter years somewhat ashamed. 
^Comparison between the Two Singes," p. i*.« ' The town 
chang’d their Inclinations for tho two houses, as hey found 
'emsolvca inclin'd to comody or tragedy, If they cleslrd a trag- 
X lhoy went to Lincoln's-Imr-Flelds i if to comedy, they flockt 

to Drury 'lane* 11 
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each iMf »jwiU |»j- H *ensg lh« oifo : 

itmlcr il» Mtow ttlMniiy. 

During thi* »!«<« »( itw? »i^gr ii wm ihat the 
c*jw»ltenl was mail* urn? of i» ingntini 0Mf 
in the |niMk’V fcmnw. fiui riMaier, wfo 

W imbkHahs (Nwciticii the la*,* M(M | iSscrctere 
it* vis) a stoj'tu hdfhrr Ilian fate W'lsiSlfiCT (Um {j w#| 
\m own conduct chiefly that luwl brought tte 
P#l®« Intel thete ifawptt), took nothing m much 
to heart at that partial it v nrhervwtth In? itmurineei 
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boxes below were in the utmost serenity. This 
riotous privilege, so craftily given, and which from 
custom was at last ripen’d into right, ecame 
most disgraceful misance that ever depreciated the 
theatre . 1 How often have the most polite audi- 
ences, in the most affecting scenes of the best 
plays, been disturb’d and insulted by the noise and 
clamour of these savage spectators f From the 
same narrow way of thinking, too, were » many 
ordinary people and unlick’d cubs of condition ad- 
mitted behind our scenes for money, and sometimes 
without it. The plagues and inconveniences of 
which custom we found so intolerable, when wc 
. afterwards had the stage in our hands, that at the 
hazard of our lives we were forced to get ric . * 
them; and our only expedient was by refusing 
money from all persons without distinction at the 
stage-door; by this means we preserved to oui- 
selves the right and liberty of clmsing 
company there, and by a strict observance of this 
order we brought what had hew before debas d 
into all the licenses of a lobby into the deceneies 
of a drawing-room.’ 

±r sss 
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About the dtatrmlul tmn? I «rn» speaking of, ^ 
the year Wilks, who now Had been fiv® 

years in great esteem cm the Uubbn thou re, re. 
turn'd la that ai Drury bane; in which Wt he had 
first set mu, and had continual t*« mi sewne #rreail 
parts (or one winter only. The considerable figure 
which he m lately made upon the *tage in London, 
makra me imagine that a |«vitndar account at his 


mME 


to im curtail*; ! rftdi* ihcrelm?*, givw a ibwi m 
I had it from hi* own mouth 
In King James** reign he Had beat mmmlnm 

. .. il* 

native country), and remain'd in it till after the 
hatUe of the Boyis, which M|4e<d the revotu* 
tion, II | ton that happy -awl unecjiccied deliver* 
ante, the people of Dublin, among the various 
express ions of their pry, had a mind s«» have a 
|»lay ; but the actors being dispersal daring the 
war, some private persons agreed in the best 
manner they were aide to give one to the publick 
gratis at the theatre. The play was •* Othello,* 1 in 
which Wilks acted the Moor; and the applause 
he received in it warm'd him to so strong an 
neiinatbn for the (Stase, that he imm«wi 2 afr»iw 
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prefer'* it to all his other views in life; foi he 
quitted his post, and with the first fair occasion 
came over to try his fortune in the (then only) 
company of actors in London. The vrtio 

supply’d his post in Dublin, he told me, raised 
himself from thence a fortune of fifty thousand 
pounds. Here you have a much stronger mstan^ 
of an extravagant passion for the stage • * c 
which I have elsewhere shewn in myself ; y 
emitted my hopes of being preferr d to the like 
post for it, but Wilks quitted his actual possession 
for the imaginary happiness which the 1 e ° ‘ 
actor presented to him. And, though possibly we 
might both have better'd our fortunes in a mote 
honourable station, yet whether better fonimcs 
might have equally gratify’d our vanity (the urn- 
vefsal passion of mankind) may admit of a qties on. 

Upon his being formerly received into the Ihea- 
tre Royal (which was in the winter after I had 
been initiated) his station there was much upon 
the" name c to. with my own; our ports worn 
generally of an equal insignificancy, not of conse- 
quence enough to give either a preference : but 
Wilks being more impatient of his low cone non 
than I was (and, indeed, the company was 
80 well stock'd with good actors that there was 
very little hope of getting forward), laid hold of a 
more expeditious way for his advancement, and 
returned agen to Dublin with Mr. Ashbury, the 
patentee of that theatre, to act in his new company 



there, There went with him at the Mine lime Mrs, 
Duller, whose I'HaMi'tcr l have already given, and 
Ks Icon rl, who hail not appeared »«i any stage, and 
was yet only known m m cucelleut tmmiek. Wilks 
having no eorojKJUtor in 1 Hihhu, wa* immediately 
prckrrM to whatever jmiIs Hi* in« boat ion led him, 
and lib early reputation on that stage aa soon 
raised in him an ambition to *Hew himself on a 
bettor. And I have heard hint *»y (in raillery ol 
the vanity which young actors are liable to) that 
when tht’ news of Montforts death ramo to Ireland, 
he from that time thought Ju» loritwe was made, 
and took s radtttkn to return a «nuinl time to 


England with the Aral opportunity , hut as his 
engagements in the stage where He was were too 


strong to be suddenly broke from* He return'd not 
to the Theatre Royal TUI the year trkyfi,' 

Upon his first arrival, |\n*#j| 4 who was now in 
po*»e»kw of all the chief part* *»I Mmtfort, and 
the only actor that *t«nd in Wilk*‘* way, in seem- 
ing civility offer'd him fits choice of whatever he 
thought fit to make hte first apprawocc in : though, 
In reality, the favour was intruded to hurt him. 
Ihit Wilks rightly judg'd it more modtatl to accept 
only of a part of FHw§|\ and which Mon fort had 
never acted, lhalof .WkmMeirt Ifrytlen'i u Marriage 
Alamode, Hero, too, he Had the advantage of 
having the ball fdtyTJ into bin l»«J by the inirni- 
tahlo Mm Mortfort, who wm then Hi* Mdantha in 
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the same play. Whatever fame Wilks had brought 
with him from Ireland, he as yet appear’d but a 
very raw actor to what he was afterwards allow’d 
to be ; his faults, however, I shall rather leave to 
the judgments of those who then may remember 
him, than to take upon me the disagreeable office 
of being particular upon them, farther than by say- 
ing that in this part of Palamede he was short of 
Powcl, and miss'd a good deal of the loose humour 
of the character, which the other more happily 
hit. 1 But, however, he was young, erect, of a 
pleasing aspect, and, in the whole, gave the town 
and the stage sufficient hopes of him. I ought 
to make some allowances, too, for the restraint he 
must naturally have been under from his first 
appearance upon a new stage. But from that he 
soon recovered, and grew daily more in favoui, 
not only of the town, but likewise of the patentee, 
whom Powel, before Wilks’s arrival, had treated 
in almost what manner he pleas’d. 

Upon this visible success of Wilks, the pretended 
contempt which Powel had held him in began to 
sour into an open jealousy ; he now plainly saw he 
was a formidable rival, and (which more hurt him) 
saw, too, that other people saw it ; and therefore 


»«Tl.o Lam-oat," p. 44 1 “ Wilks, In this part of Vd ameclo 
behav'd with a modest diffidence, and yet maintain'd the spirt 
of Ida part." The author says, on the same page, that 1 owe 
never could appear a gentleman. “ HU conversation, Mb man- 
mors, Ids dress, neither on nor off the stage, bore any similitude 
to that character,” 
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found it high lime 10 n(»}w*r and he tnmblesoijHi 
to him. Uui Wilks hapiwmmg in I*? a* lentous of 
bin fame aalbe other, you may im^imr with c : kth. 
ing candidates could not be long wnhmit a rupture. 
In short, a challenge 1 very well temmiher, mm 
from fViwcl, when he was U«l braded i hut the 
next morning he was euul enough u> to at end in 
favour of Wilks. Ye! However she magnanimity 
on either part might subside, the ammosiiy was 
ns deep in the heart as ever, tin*' si was not after* 
wards so openly avow * 1 ; for when hmml h-«und il«i 
intimidating would not carry hi* j«mi, hut tint 
Wilks, when provok'd, tmi)d really give tank,* 
he (Pound) grew so out of humour that he reel'd 
Ms hat, and in hi* passion walk'd »*ff 10 the service 
of the company in Uncobi's ton hietd*. Bui 
there finding more cgnpdii«r^ and that he made 
a worse figure among them than in the rompany 
he came from, he stay'd but one winter with than * 
before he return'd to Ms old quarter* in Drury 
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gene* and quietly submitted to the advantages and 
superiority which (during hts late desertioni Wilks 
had more easily got over him. ) 

However trifling these theatrical anecdotes may 
seem to a sensible reader, yet, as the different con- 
duct of these rival actors may be of use to others of 
the same profession, and from thence may con- 
tribute to the pleasure of the publick, let that be 
my excuse for pursuing them, I must therefore 
let it be known that, though in voice and ear 
nature had been more kind to Powel, yet he so 
often lost the value of them by an unheedful con- 
fidence, that the constant wakeful care and decency 
of Wilks left the other far behind in the publick 
esteem and approbation. Nor was his memory 
less tenacious than that of Wilks ; "but Powel put 
too much trust in it, and idly deferred the studying 
of his parts, as schoolboys do their exercise, to 
the last day, which commonly brings them out 
proportionally defective. But Wilks never lost 
an hour of precious time, and was, in all his parts, 
perfect to such an exactitude, that I question if 
in forty years he ever five times chang’d or mis- 
plac’d an article in any one of them.. To be master 
of this uncommon diligence is adding to the gift 
of nature ail that is in an actor’s power ; and this 
duty of studying perfect whatever actor is remiss 
in, he will proportlonably find that nature may 
have been kind to him in vain, for though Powell 
v.„,i on noam-fmnft that cover'd this neglect muc 



belter than a man <4 umsr mmlrsty might have 
done, ycl, with all hU intrepidity, very ultra the 
diffidence nml cotit cm (or what hr w.is to my made 
him lose the look of what he was t<< to While, 
therefore, I'nwd presided, hi» idle example made 
this fault »o common to other*, that I cannot hut 
confer in I he general infection, 1 had my share 
of it ; nor wsuj my loo critical cxcUm? for it a good 
one, vU,, that scarce one j&m in five Unit fell to 
my lot was worth the Inborn, Hut to shew re* 
spect to an audience is worth the tot actor's 
labour, and, hiss business toMWcr'd, Ite must be a 
very impudent one that come* More them with 
a conscious negligence of what he k about * Hut 
Wilks was never known to make any of these 

* Cibtar 'n hp<» a« Un« ymi\tem *4 Hunan repaving 

sin, U tiavtaaV p* I9tm. Wto/* iU mmmmm, 

He mp i 

“TMa im.r4Mte m ihv wbwiM «wi* nmf Urn m» 

render Urn (jCfbto) Ann tor bb km&mm *4 thm 
After mmy m tm m Tmm% C&mtortm* lln HwmmAI 

1i* km Uhf pktyhmm m gran i 

Mil \h M* hanuntag om m ^nmm, \m km wafto m lit* 
atep nm weU pnpKNMl in Ow pm to mm m mk Otto *hmH 
mi Him iiip«tod#d PmmU m mmnif 1m m$m m4 im* 
pitei wpmmlfflkm* 1 \mm mm to m toll in wm 
to* ppmttAi te pm fee kml mml a hm^mi item* 
ifl4 p^fe#My in Sir <tody Wmi to< C#!ky &mmwmty mp 
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venial distinctions, nor, however barren his part 
might be, could bear even the self-reproach of 
favouring his memory. And I have been aston- 
ished to see him swallow a volume of froth and 
insipidity in a new play that we were sure could 
not live above three days, tho’ favour’d and recom- 
mended to the stage by some good person of 
quality. Upon such occasions, in compassion to 
his fruitless toil and labour, I have sometimes 
cry’d out with Cato, “Painful preeminence ! " 
So insupportable, in my sense, was the task, when 
the bare praise of not having been negligent was 
sure to be the only reward of it. But so indefatigable 
was the diligence of Wilks, that he seem'd to love 
it, as a good man does virtue, for its own sake ; of 
which the following instance will give you an 
extraordinary proof. 

In some new comedy he happen d to complain 
of a crabbed speech in his part, which, Ire said,, 
gave him more trouble to study than all the rest of 
it had done; upon which he apply’ d to the author 
either to soften or shorten it. The author, that he 
might make the matter quite easy to him, fairly 
cut it all out. But when he got home from the 
rehearsal, Wilks thought it such an indignity to 
his memory that anything should be thought too 
hard for it, that he actually made himself perfect 
in that speech, though he knew it was never to be 
made use of. From this singular act of superero- 
gation you may judge how indefatigable the labour 
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of hi* memory must have been when Ida profit and 
honour were more concern'd lo make use ul it/ 

But besides this indispensable quality of dili- 
gence, Wilks had the advantage of a sober chants 
ter in private life, which Bowel, not having the 
least regard to, labour'd under the unhappy di«. 
favour, not to say contempt, of the publitk, to 
whom his licentious courses were no secret, Kvcn 
when he did well that natural prejudice pursu'd 
him i neither the heroe nor the gentleman, the 
young Ammon* nor the Uorlmam.* could conceal 
from the conscious spectator the true George 
Powel. And this sort of diaesteem or favour 
every actor will feel, and, more or less, have his 
share of, ns he hits, or has not, a due regard to 
his private life and reputation. Nay, even false 
reports shall affect him, and become the cause, or 
pretence at least, of undervaluing or treating him 
injuriously. Let me give a known instance of it, 
ami at the same lime a justification of myself from 
an imputation that was laid upon me not many 
years before I quitted the theatre, of which you 
will see the consequence. 

i«Th# LwmaC p, 45' *»l Have known hto (Wilke) leys 
wager »n«l wilt It, that he wro'tt »*p*M the |*mi «f Trotwitl to 
Ike • Hlletu Woman,’ whteh of thirty teftgtte «t paper, 

as they raff 'em (that Is, one quarter «f a "bear m fewb «**» 
to a length), wftboal ntepMng * ail#* *®m». m *M*g ** 
(ami) or an (or)," 

* Alettftmler, lo "'the Rival Qhmm." 

«I « The of the Walt i m. Sr Fepttftg Fhntw" 
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After the vast success of that new species of 
clramatick poetry, the “Beggar’s Opera,” 1 the year 
following I was so stupid as to attempt something 
of the same kind, upon a quite different founda- 
tion, that of recommending virtue and innocence ; 
which I ignorantly thought might not have a less 
pretence to favour than setting greatness and 
authority in a contemptible, and the most vulgar 
vice and wickedness in an amiable light. But 
behold how fondly X was mistaken ! “Love in a 
Riddle” 1 (for so my new-fangled performance was 


• produced at Lincoln’s Inn Fields, *9* J™"”* **• 

» « Love in a Riddle.” A Pastoral. Produced at Drury 

Lime, 7th January, I 7 »* 

Arcab 

Ala on 

Amyntas 

PHitAUTUSi a conceited Corinthian courtier, 

COKYDON 

Cl MON 

Morsus 

Damon 

Ianthb, daughter to Areas * 

Pastora, daughter to Aigon « 

PfULLiDA, daughter to Corydon ♦ 

Mrs Raftor (at this time Miss was not generally used) was 

Loo. M,.. On. Ch.moal, to «. “«»»» 

of the K intro ” i7<to (p. 128), says 1 "I romombor the first nigh 
of ‘love in a Riddle ’ (which was murder’d in the same year), a. 
pastoral 8 opera wrote by the laureat, which .the hydra-headed 
multitude resolv’d to worry without hearing, 
authors of merit, when Miss Raftor came on In the part ot 
pi, Hilda, the monstrous roar subsided. A person In the stage- 
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succeeded, but reach’d not, by full forty days, the 
progress and applauses of the “ Beggar's Opera.” 
Will it, however, admit of a question, which of the 
two compositions a good writer would rather wish 
to have been the author of ? Yet, on the other 
side, must we not allow that to have taken a 
whole nation, high and low, into a general ap- 
plause, has shown a power in poetry which, though 
often attempted in the same kind, none but this 
one author could ever yet arrive at ? By what 
rule, then, are wo to judge of our true national 
taste ? But to keep a little closer to my point. 

The same author the next year had, according 
to the laws of the land, transported his heroe to 
the West Indies in a second part to the “ Beggar’s 
Opera ; ” 1 but so it happen’d, to the surprize of 
the publick, this second part was forbid to come 
upon the stage I Various were tire speculations 
upon this act of power: some thought that the 
author, others that the town, was hardly dealt 
with ; a third sort, who perhaps had envy’d him 
the success of his first part, affirm’d, when it was 
printed, that whatever the intention might be, the 

1 This socoiul part was called " Polly.” In his profaco Gay 
gives an account of its being vetoed. The prohibition undoubt- 
edly was lit rovongo for the political aatlro in 11 The Beggar’s 
Opera." " Polly " was published by subscription, and probably 
brought tho author more in that way than Its production would 
have done. It was played for tho first tlmo at the Ilnymarket, 

19th Juno, 1:777. It is, aB Gonoat says, miserably inferior to the 
first part. 
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fact was in hi* favour, that he had been a greater 
trainer by subscriptions to ins copy than he could 
have been by a hare theatrical presentation. 
Whether any part of these opinion* were true I 
am not concerned to determine "< consider. Hut 
how they affected me I am going t« tell you. 
Soon after this prohibition' my performance was 
to come upon the stage, at a tune when many 
people were out of humour at the late disappoint- 
ment, ami seem’d willing t» lay bold of any pre- 
tence of making a reprised- Great umbrage was 
taken that I was permitted to have the whole 
town to myself, by this absolute forbiddance of 
what they had more' mind to have been entertain'd 
with. And, some few days before my bawblc was 
acted, I want inform'd that a strong l*«‘y would 
be made, against it. This report 1 alighted, aa not 
conceiving why it should be true; and when t was 
afterwards told what was the pretended provoca- 
tion of this parly, 1 slighted it atlH more, as having 
less reason to suppose any persons »ukl believe 
me capable (had I had the power) of giving such a 
provocation. The report, it seem a, that had run 
against me. was this; that, to make way for the 
success of my own play, t had privately found 
meant, or made interest, that the second part of 
the "Beggar's Opera" might be suppressed, 
V^hat on Involuntary compliment did the re 
■>::i§|ter8 of this falsehood make me, to auppoat 

' ! » Pelty“ wM oftMy prsWMled #» »«U* Bw#!w. if* 
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>f consideration enough to influence a great 
sr of state to gratify the spleen or envy of a 
jdian so far as to rob the publick of an inno- 
diversion (if it were such) that none but that 
ling comedian might be suffered to give it 
1( i This is so very gross a supposition that 
eeds only its own senseless face to confound 
let that alone, then, be my defence against it. 
against blind malice and staring inhumanity 
.tever is upon the stage has no defence I 
ire they knew I stood helpless and expos’d to 
itcver they might please to load or asperse me 
h I had not considered, poor devil I that from 
security of a full pit dunces might be crit- 
s, cowards valiant, and ’prentices gentlemen! 
rether any such were concern’d in the murder 
my play I am not certain, for X never endeav- 
:'d to discover any one of its assassins ; I can- 
t afford them a milder name, from their unmanly 
inner of destroying it. Had it been heard, they 
ght have left me nothing to say to them, ns 
.ie it faintly held up its wounded head a second 
y, and would have spoke for mercy, but was not 
iffer’d. Not even the presence of a royal heir 
iparcnt could protect it. But then X was reduced 

• t know only ono case In which ft now piece Is said to have 
>en nrohlblto/bocnnso tho other house was going to play one 
i tho same subject. This is Swlney’s 

b the reiujcm for tho prohibitions 
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to bo acriauH with them ; their clamour then be- 
came tm insolence, which I thought it my rimy by 
the Hticrilicc of any interest of my own to put an 
end to. I therefore quilted the actor for the 
author, ami, stepping forward to the pit, told them 
that since l found they were nut inclin'd that this 
play should go forward, I gave them my Word that 
after this night it should never he acted agar; 
but that, in the meantime, l hop’ll they would 
consider in whose presence they were, arid for that 
reason at least would suspend what farther marks 
of their displeasure they might imagine I had 
deserved. At this there was a dead silence ; and 
after some Rule pause, a few civilis’d hands signl. 
fy'd their approbation. When the play went on, f 
observ'd about a dozen persons of no extraordinary 
appearance sullenly walk'd out of I lie pit, After 
which, every scene of it, while uninterrupted, met 
with more applause than my best hope* had ex- 
pected. Hut it auric too late. Peace t« its manes I 
I had given my word it should fall, amt 1 kept it 
by giving out another play for the next day, 
though I knew the boxes were all leu for tlw 
same again. Such, then, was the treatment f met 
with. How much of it the errors of the play 
might deserve I refer to the judgment of those 
who may have curiosity and idle time enough to 
read It.' But if i had no occasion to complain of 

* Ctbfor ftftxraantai ttmmd itm tewi munm* ef M y»w to a 
Riddle” IMS a MW opera, MM ".GtyMM and PtifUM*.* 
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the reception it met with from its quieted audi- 
ence, sure it can be no great vanity to impute its 
disgraces chiefly to that severe resentment which 
a groundless report of me had inflam’d, Yet 
those disgraces have left me something to boast 
of, an honour preferable even to the applause of 
my enemies. A noble lord came behind the 
scenes, and told me, from the box, where he was 
in waiting, that what I said to quiet the audience 
was extremely well taken there ; and that I had 
been commended for it in a very obliging manner. 
Now, though this was the only tumult that I have 
known to have been so effectually appeas’d these 
fifty years by anything that could be said to an 
audience in the same humour, I will not take any 
great merit to myself upon it; because when, like 
me, you will but humbly submit to their doing you 
all the mischief they can, they will, at any time, 
be satisfy’d. 

I have mention’d this particular fact to inforce 
what I before observ’d, that the private character 
of an actor will always more or less affect his 
publick performance. And if I suffer’d so much 
from the bare suspicion of my having been guilty 
of a base action, what should not an actor expect 
that is hardy enough to think his whole private 
character of no consequence ? I could offer many 
more, tho’ less severe instances of the same nature. 
I have seen the most tender sentiment of love in 
tragedy create laughter, instead of compassion, 
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when il has been applicable lit the real engage* 
incuts of the person that utter'd il. I have 
known good parts thrown t»|*. 1mm an humble 
consciousness that something in litem might pm 
an audience in muni of what was rather wish’d 
might be forgotten : those remarkable words of 
Kvadtte, in the " Maid's Tragedy " -■ " A maiden* 
head, Amiulor, at my years?" have sometimes 
been a much stronger jest for being a true one. 
But these are reproaches which In all nations the 
theatre must have been us'd to, unless we could 
suppose actors something more than human crea« 
lures, void of faults or frailties, T»« a misfortune 
at least not limited to the English stage, I have 
seen the better-bred audience in Baris made merry 
even with a modest expression, when it has come 
from the mouth of an actress whose private char- 
acter it seem'd not to Wong to. The apprehen- 
sion of those kind of fleer’s from the witlings of a 
pit has been c&rry'd m far in our own country, 
lhal a late valuable actress' (who was conscious 
her beauty was not her greatest merit 1 ) desired the 
warmth of some line?* might be abated when they 
have made her too remarkably handsome. But in 

1 Mlehambew net** Oral ibis wm prohafeiy Mi*. I'WfteM 
Bui 1 iWnfe Ihts mom than 4w»Wwt, to ibb My net ««tj was 
fair, but also, m TmdttUMe ** tod tto gill so know tr 
hi nf mum, ImpoaeMit r«* mf rtofeWlf so wfesw Cttstwr n- 
furred j but t faaey itor Mm, limy to the «i*s«s who ton letito 
the eenftltbm#, Ut«m$fe. »f wk I mast admit itoti few baring 
heett dearl fer a quarter of s oMtsiy tmskme «j> sms*. 


COLLEY CIBBER 


3*3 


this discretion she was alone; few others were 
afraid of undeserving the finest things that could 
be said to them. But to consider this matter seri- 
ously, I cannot but think, at a play, a sensible 
auditor would contribute all he could to his being 
well deceiv’d, and not suffer his imagination so far 
to wander from the well-acted character before 
him, as to gratify a frivolous spleen by mocks or 
personal sneers on the performer, at the expence 
of his better entertainment. But I must now take 
up Wilks and Bowel again where I left them. 

Though the contention for superiority between 
them seem’d about this time to end in favour of 
the former, yet the distress of the patentee (in 
having his servant his master, as Bowel had lately 
been) was not much reliev'd by the victory; he 
had only chang’d the man, but not the malady. 
For Wilks, by being in possession of so many 
good parts, fell into the common error of most 
actors, that of overrating their merit, or never 
thinking it is so thoroughly consider’d as it ought 
to be, which generally makes them proportionably 
troublesome to the master, who they might con- 
alder only pays them to profit by them. The 
patentee therefore found it as difficult to satisfy 
the continual demands of Wilks as it was clangei- 
ous to refuse them; very few were made that 
were not granted, and as few were granted as 
were not grudg'd him. Not but our good master 
was as sly a tyrant as ever was at the head of a 
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out of. For as he was a close subtle man, he 
seldom made use of a confident in his schemes of 
government. 1 But here the old expedient of de- 
lay would stand him in no longer stead; Wilks 
must instantly be comply’d with, or Powel come 
again into power I In a word, he was push’d so 
home, that ho was reduc’d even to take my opin- 
ion into his assistance. For he knew I was a 
rival to neither of them; perhaps, too, he had 
fancy’ll that, from the success of my first play, 

I might know as much of tire stage, and what 
made an actor valuable, as either of them. He 
saw, too, that tho’ they had each of them five 
good parts to my one, yet the applause which in 
my few I had met with, was given me by better 
judges than as yet had approv’d of the best they 
had done. They generally measured the good- 
ness of a part by the quantity or length of it. I 
thought none bad for being short that were 
closely natural ; nor any the better for being long, 
without that valuable quality. But in this, I doubt, 
as to their interest, they judg'd better than my- 
self ; for I have generally observ'd that those who 
do a great deal not ill, have been preferr'd to 
those who do but little, though never so masterly. 
And therefore I allow that, while there were so 
tew good parts, and as few good judges of them, 
it ought to have been no wonder to me, that as an 
actor I was leas valued by the master or the com- 

‘Ttala !» ft onpUnl sketch of Christopher Rich. 
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m on people than either of them, All the advantage 
I had of them was, that l»y not being Irmiblcsomc 
I had more of mir mailer’s inclination 

than any actor of the male sc * ; * ami m much of 
it, that I wan idim»«t the only one whom at that 
time he us'd to take into Ida parties »>! pleasure; 
very often /#«■•«* ///*-, and aoinct lines in a p^rtit 
qmrr&> Then* then were the qualifications, how- 
ever good or hail, t«» which may Ik? imputed our 
muster's having made choice of me i« assist him in 
the difficulty under which he now labour'd. He 
wan himself sometimes inclin'd to set up I’owcl 
again as a check upon she overhearing temper of 
Wilks, tho‘ to s*y truth, he Uk'd neither of them, 
but was Mill under a necessity that one of them 
should preside, tin*' he saw knew which of the 
two evils la chuuc. This question, when I hap 
pen’d to he alone with hint, wa* often debated In 
our evening conversation ; mu, indeed, did I find 
it an easy matter to know which j tarty I ought to 
recommend to his election, I knew they were 
neither of them well-wishers to me, as in common 
they were enemies to most actors in proportion to 
the merit that scent'd to be rising in them. Hut 
as I kd the prosperity of the stage mere at heart 

1 Ctbtmr*e hint of ftktrti wmkntm fm ib® t « k set to mnok/fr 
rand by tbs *Cowj*it*«* Bsmissb Om T«w Si*gw»" p 16 
H mtith lie l* tmmmh (4 ike stop, lh»* he »**« few* 
to govern ewe province is Ms Awitefee-, tan ifcu st dg«tei* «m) 
tog, and «iMtW«ft etee, itei »b«li fee 
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ither consideration, X could not be long 
nod in my opinion, and therefore gave it 
3 tcr at once in favour of Wilks. I, with 
raj X could muster, insisted, “That if 
re preferr’d, the ill example of his ncgli- 
<1 abandon’d character (whatever Iris 
the stage might be) would reduce our 
to contempt and beggary; observing, 
me time, in how much better order our 
*nt forward since Wilks came among us, 

X recounted several instances that arc 
iceessary to tire my reader with. All 
ugh he allow’d to be true, yet X’owel, 
was a better actor than Wilks when he 
Iris business (that is to say, when he 
,t he seldom was, sober). But Bowel, it 
lad a still greater merit to him, which 
he observ'd), that when affairs were in 
Is, be had kept tire actors quiet, without 
a pay, for six weeks together, and it was 
•ybody could do that ; for you see, said 
ks will never be easy unless I give him 
Ic pay, when others have it not, and what 
itice would that be to the rest if I were 
>ly witlr him ? How do I know but then 
ay be all in a mutiny, and mayhap (that 
expression) witlr Powcl at the head of 
By this specimen of our debate, it may 
■'d under how particular and merry a gov- 
't the theatre then labour’d. To conclude, 
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this mailer ended in a rcwhiiim* l« *ig» n new 
agreement with Wilks, which entitled him (o his 
lull pay nf frtur pounds a week without any condi- 
tioiml deduction*- How fat wmm my advice 
mighl have coulrilnilcd l»i urn itu-arrS willing 
his affairs upon l hi* 1***1, 1 never »!mst make (he 
least merit of it to Wilks, well tmimmg lhal his 
great heart would have taken it m » mortal affront 
had I (i Ini' never «•« distantly! hinted l licit I us tle« 
rrtftnds had needed any a**i*ta»we hot the justice 
of them, From thU time, then, Wilk* became 
first miiiliiter, or bustle-roaster general «! the conn 
jmny.' He now seem’d to take new delight in 
keeping the actor* close to their business, and got 
every play reviv’d with care in which he had acted 
the chief part in Dublin, ‘Tin true, this might be 
done wiih a particular view of setting off himself 
to advantage ; but If at the some time it served 
the company, he ought not t« want our commend* 
lion. Now, Uw* my own conduct neither had the 
appearance of bin merit, nor the reward tltat fol- 
low'd his industry, I cannot help observing that it 
ahew'd me, to the bast of my power, a more eor* 
dial commonwealth'* man. Hit ftr»t views in sw- 


ing himself made Hi* service t» the whole but an 
Incidental merit ; whereas, by my pi 


'“the lasHSSt,* (*<*» *li Mteww W8h» m» mm «*b* «* 
ir dws NMI ihafc Mi» ftafss I muM m* ghw M Osfc ' dffsmy 
’to-wirt teit tt h* ww* sj#*w dm* #t#s for rfcf «e» 



COLLEY CIBBER 


31 ? 

means to make him easy in his pay, unknown to 
him, or without asking any favour for myself at 
the same time, I gave a more unquestionable proof 
of my preferring the publick to my private inter- 
est. From the same principle I never murmur’d 
at whatever little parts fell to my share, and though 
I knew it would not recommend me to the favour of 
the common people, I often submitted to play 
wicked characters rather than they should be worse 
done by weaker actors than myself. But perhaps, 
in all this patience under my situation, I supported 
my spirits by a conscious vanity ; for I fancied I 
had more reason to value myself upon being some- 
times the confident and companion of our master, 
than Wilks had in all the more publick favours he 
had extorted from him. I imagined, too, there 
was sometimes as much skill to be shewn In a short 
part, as in the most voluminous, which he gener- 
ally made choice of; that even the coxcombly 
follies of a Sir John Daw might as well distin- 
guish the capacity of an actor, as all the dry en- 
terprises and busy conduct of a Truewit.' Nor 
could I have any reason to repine at the superior- 
ity he enjoy’d, when I consider’d at how dear a 
rate it was purchased, at the continual expence 
of a restless jealousy and fretful impatience- 
these were the passions that, in the height of his 
successes, kept him lean to his last hour, white 
what I wanted in rank or glory was amply made 
« Characters In Ben Jonson’s •• Sltenl Woman.” 
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up t0 mc in case ami t hem fillups. Hut let not 

thi» oVmciv.Uiuu either hi*, merit ,» r lift up 

my own ; since nur different temper* were not itt 
our choice, but *\wA\y wAw»\ t“ Imth >•( mi. To 
be employ'd «u ‘he »iaibc w«« ‘he delight of his 
life ; to be justly excused lr««» it wa» the joy of 

mine. IhivVl ease, and he |»reemitmu e, tit that, 

he might he more emuimmdatde, Th>V he often 
disturb'd me, he seldom could d*» it wit hunt more 
disordering HlmaaU.' In «*ur dispute*. kk warmth 
could less bear truth than I could manifest 

Injuries. He would fouuwd «ur undoing i« gratify 
hia passions, iho‘ otherwise an h««u*t man ; and I 
rather chose to give up my reason, m not set* my 
wrong, than ruin mir community by an equal rash- 
ness. ' Hy this opposite conduct mu arrountt at 
the end of our labour* stood ihu». While he lived 
he was the older man > when he died he wo* not so 
old as I mu. He never left the tdl he left 
the world j I never so well enjoy'd the world as 
when l left the stage. He died in |*xnw»4on «l 
his wishes; and I, by having ted a lews chalerkk 
ambition, am still tailing wine in hanlih and lib- 
erty. But as he in a great measure wore out the 
organs of life in bi* incetwant labour* to gratify 

: 1 # Vm iMtmh* p 49 t * iM pm m%> hf fw wtp 
ifctlww* bt$*& m m$Mm m pm 

» wM m pmmU % m\ mm item* mk 
ifet mmm ifeii mmrnlmm $»** mm&m* m 
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ie publick, the many whom he gave pleasure to 
ill always owe his memory a favourable report — 
>iue facts that will vouch for the truth of this ac- 
3 imt will bo found in the sequel of these mem- 
Li-a, If I have spoke with more freedom of his 
viondam competitor l’owcl, let my good intentions 
:> future actors in showing what will so much con- 
ern them to avoid, bo my excuse for it ; for 
l rough Powel had from nature much more than 
Vitks, in voice and ear, in elocution in tragedy, 
.ml humour in comedy, greatly the advantage of 
iim, yet, as I have observ'd, from the neglect and 
„buse of those valuable gifts, he suffer’d Wilks to 
jc of thrice the service to our society. Let me 
jrjvc another instance of the reward and favour 
which, in a theatre, diligence and sobriety seldom 
- n il of. Mills the elder ' grew into the friendship 
:*f Wilks with not a great deal more than those 
useful qualities to recommend him. He was an 
honest, quiet, careful man, of as few faults as ex- 
cellencies, and Wilks rather chose him for his sec- 
ond in many plays, than an actor of perhaps greater 
skill that was not so laboriously diligent. And 
from this constant assiduity, Mills, with making to 
himself n friend in Wilks, was advanced to a larger 
anilary than any man-actor had enjoy’d during my 
time on the stage.* I have yet to offer a more 

1 Sea memoir of John Mills at oiul of second volume. 

« John Mill#, In the advertisement Issued by Rich, In 1709. hi 
the course of a dispute with his nctors, Is stated to have a salary 
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, H / ...., ur vviis warn'd mi" by ll,t ‘ «»»«»«• 

?; ,r :in',ir *ta« uu, yw> «u. wita » 

f wm Dublin. HmmU.. win. had voinmcnccd 
-u tor upon that theatre, ‘ *<vvi «- the company 
I,,' Uiieolns Inn FlcUk* ««■•* »•»* « 

deciduate <* «« ^.km. «ml. -» he *«« me 
WmtdC. had bee" for -ene “ mk a ,uver 

rf the l>olll«S bnl having had the h^iWM to 
ob-crvclnlo what contempt ami ,Mrw*cii l owcl 

had plung'd hinwcH % »>* ** ■* «" * 

struck with the terror ol his cv,nnj»tr, that he ftxd 

a resolution (which Iron that time t» the end of 
his Java Vtc strictly observ'd} mI utterly reforming 
ir an uncommon act o! phdwj4«y hi a young 
miut ! of which in hi* lame and Mtunc He alter- 
wards enjoy’d the reward and beneW l hear? ul> 
Hcrvatiniis I have «m merely thrown i>igcflier »% 

moralist, but to pw*e lU ' x ih * Uv:hx ^ tww5 ,iwr 
or intemperate man (though morality were out of 
the question) can never arrive at the nocoNWy 
eanllendM of # g**»d wr tweftd actor. 
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CHAPTER VI II. 


Tlw Pfttontoo of Drury Lano Wlauv Hum Ills Actors — His Par- 
ticular MmingumeiU— Tho Autlior Cantluuos to Write Plays 
— Why —Tho Dost Dramatic roots Oonsnrorl by J. Collier, 
hr Ills 11 .Short View of tho Stage " — It Ha# a Good Effect — 
The Master of tho Hovels, from Thai Tlmo, Caution a la His 
Licensing Now l'lays —A. Complaint against Him —Ills 
Authority Founded upon Cmuom Only —The Late Law for 
Fixing That Authority in ft Proper Person, Considered. 

S KJhQUGII the master of our theatre had 
no conception himself of theatrical merit 
jffi either in authors or actors, yet his judg- 
ment was govern’d by a saving rule in both : he 
look'd into his receipts for tho value of a play, and 
from common fame he judg'd of his actors. Hut 
by whatever rule he wait govern’d, while he had 
prudently reserv’d to himself a power of not pay- 
ing them more than their merit could get, he could 
not be much deceived by their being over or under- 
valued, In a word, he had with great skill in- 
verted the constitution of the stage, and quite 
changed the channel of profits arising from it ; 
formerly (when there was but one company) the 
proprietors punctually paid tho actors their ap- 
pointed sallaries, and took to themselves only the 
clear profits i but our wiser proprietor took first 
333 
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It may be observable, too, that my muse and 
my spouse were equally prolifiek ; that the one 
was seldom the mother of a child, but in the same 
year the other made me the father of a play: 

I think we had a dozen of each sort between us; 
of both which kinds some died in their infancy, 
and near an equal number of each were alive when 
I quitted the theatre — but it is no wonder, when 
a muse is only call'd upon by family duty, she 
should not always rejoice in the fruit of her 
labour. To this necessity of writing, then, I 
attribute the defects of my second play, which, 
coming out too hastily the year after my first, 
turn'd to very little account. But having got as 
much by my first as I ought to have expected 
from the success of them both, I had no great 
reason to complain : not but, I confess, so bad 
was my second, that I do not cluise to tell you the 
name of it ; and that it might be peaceably forgot- 
ten, I have not given it a place in the two volumes 
of those I publish’d in quarto in the year 1721.' 


«The play wns culled 11 Women's Wtl j or, tho Lady In 
Fashion.’* It was produced at Drury Lnno In 1697. It must 
linvo been In the curly month# of that year, for In his preface 
Cibber any#, to excuse It# failure, ihnt U was hurriedly written, 
and that " rather than lose a winter " ho forced himself to Invent 
a fable. "The Laurent,’’ p. SO. »tnpl<Uy Buys tint tho name of 
the play was " I’erolla and Isadora.” '1 he cast w«a 1 

Lord Lovbmor* .... Mr. Hnrlnnd. 

Lonovuxk . • • • • Mr. Cibber. 

Major Rakish .... Mr- 1 enkothman. 

Jack Rakish Mr ' 1 owo ' 
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Anti whenever ! t«*»h upon me l« make some 
dormant piny •»( an ' M ims!,,,r l '* l!,r lw *‘ of mjr 
judgment filter lor the it **» honestly not 
ui be idle lh.tt set me to work, os it gmwl haute, 
wife will maul akl iimum whm ^ Ir hs* mit belter 
employ mini, llui when I wa* iimtc warmly err 
gag'd by it subject entirely new. 1 only thought it 
a K ( H «I subject when it w:mM worthy «»l an abler 
pen than my own. ami might prove as undid la 
the hearer at profitable to myself, Therdore, what- 
ever any of my product km* might want *4 skill, 
learning, wit,, or humour, or h«wem umpiaUfy'd I 
might be to instruct other* who «* HI govern'd 
myself, yd such (day* {entirely my «wnj were 
not wanting, at least, in what ««r most admired 
writers seem'd tn neglect, am) wit turn? which 1 
cannot allow the most tailing play to be lot rind©* 
ally good, or to he a work «pwi which » man 
0 f ^,,90 and probity nhmthl value himself: 1 
mean when they do nut, n» well t as 

tkketim,' give profit with delight * The *tok 
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f.mtw l>twi«w£ * 

Ut*v ICaitym * 

Lum,. * * * * * 

Mmm *»*>■* 

Oum * 

;hmm 

■ Ail mkm mi MmMm* 

■«** 0m- * d#t tteMsm? $JJ> 


Hi 

SMI ^ 

Ut%: t*wml 

Hn , 

II H" 

Mr* &#**- 



COLLEY CIBBER 


327 


dnki ' was, (>{ old, equally the point j and has 
always been my aim, however wide of the mark I 
may have shot my arrow. It has often given me 
amazement that our beat authors of that time 
could think the wit and spirit of their scenes could 
bo an excuse for making the looseness of them 
public k. The many instances of their talents so 
abused are too glaring to need a closer comment, 
and are sometimes too gross to be recited. If 
then to have avoided this imputation, or rather to 
have had the interest mid honour of virtue always 
in view, can give merit to a play, I am contented 
that my readers should tlvink such merit the all 
that mine have to boast of —• libertines of nicer 
wit and pleasure may laugh at these grave laws 
that would limit a lively genius : but every sens i- 
blc honest man, conscious of their truth and use, 
will give these ralUers smile for smile, and shew 
a due contempt for their merriment. 

But while our authors took these extraordinary 
liberties with their wit, I remember the ladies 
were then observ'd to be decently afraid of ventur- 
ing barev fac'd to a new comedy 'till they had been 
assur'd they might do it without the risque of an 
insult to their modesty — or, if their curiosity 
were too strong for their patience, they took care 
at least to save appearances, and rarely came upon 
the first days of acting but in masks (then daily 

1 " Omm twill iwnetum qul mUculi utile dukl" 

— //or , "An Potiicch" 



3*8 


COLLEY aiHtlsk 


worn and ftdmiucd in the l*'t. the mdc boxes, and 
mllcry •), which umlow, however, had m* many ill 

consequences intending »i. that U ha* been abolish'd 
these many years. 

These immoralities u\ the stage had by an 
a vow'll indulgence been creeping him it ever since 
King Charles his time 1 malting that was loose 
could then be lea low *m « Ik "London 
Cuckold*" the most rank pky that ever succeeded,* 
was then In the highest conn *» M 

almost general corruption, Dryilen, whose plays 
werc more turn’d tor their wit than their chaauty, 
led the way, which he Mrly conlcwe*. and en» 
deavoura to excuse in hi* epilogue m the *' l%rim,‘' 
revived in 1700 lor hi* benefit/ in bb declining age 
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and fortune. The following lines of it will make 
good my observation : 

11 pQvlmps the piimuii ^ sli'ulch d a point loo fas, 

When will* our UwalrcH ho wag'd a war. 

He icUm you that lhl» very moral ago 
Receiv'd lira iiiNt Infection from the Bingo. 

But mire, n banish'd court, wllh lowdneas fraught, 

The seeds of open vice reluming brought. 

Thun lodg'd (tm vice by great example thrives) 

II first debauch'd the daughters, and iho wives. 

London, a fruitful atoll, ycl never boro 
So plentiful a crop of horns before. 

The poets, who must live by courts or starve, 

Were proud ho good a government to serve. 

And mixing with buffoons and pimps profane, 

Tainted the stage for Home small snip of gala. 

For they, like ImrIaW under bawds protest, 

Took all lh' ungodly pubis, and got die least. 

Thus did the thriving malady prevail, 

The court ll'«head, the poets but the tall. 

The hIii was of our native growth, 'Us true, 

The scandal of the sin was wholly new. 

Misses there were, but modestly conceal’d 1 
WhilC'linll the naked Venus first reveal d 5 
Who standing, ns at Cyprus, In her «hr!no, 

The strumpet was ador'd with i-Uoh dlvlno, etc. 

This epilogue, and the prologue to the some 
play, written' by Bryclen, I spoke myself, which 

old handwriting, " Monday, the Jdi of May. 

1 Jtoremy ColHari 
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nol being usually done by the same |tcr*an. I have 
a mind, while I think of it. to let jmn know an 
whut Oceanian they bath (ell to my share, ami how 
other actors were a Her let I by it 
Sir John Vaubrngh, who had given some light 
touches of his pen to the "Pilgrim" to assist the 
benefit day of Dryden, had the disposal of the 
parts, and I being then as an actor in warns favour 
with him, he read the [day lost with me alone, 
mul was plowed to offer me my choice of what I 
might like best for myself in it Hnt ns this chief 
character# were not (according to my taste) the 
most shining, it was no great wit-denial in me 
that I desir'd he would brat lake rare »4 those who 
were more difficult to be pleased i 1 therefore only 
chose for myself two short incidental port*, that 
of the stuttering cook * and the mad KnglUhman, 
In which homely characters I saw more matter far 
delight limn those that might have a tetter pre- 
tence 'to the amiable. And when the play came 
to be acted l wart not deceiv'd in my choice, Sir 
John, upon my being contented with m little a 
share in the entertainment. gave me the epilogue 
to make up my roes* ; which being written «o 
much above the strain of common author*, I con- 
fess I was not a little pleased with, And Dryden, 
upon his hearing roe repeat it to him, made me a 
farther compliment of treating roe with the pro* 
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logue. This so particular distinction was looked 
upon by the actors as something too extraordinary. 
But no one was so impatiently ruffled at it as 
Wilks, who seldom chose soft words when he 
spoke of anything ho did not like. The most 
gentle thing he said of it was, that he did not 
understand such treatment ; that for his part he 
look'd upon it as an affront to all the rest of the 
company, that there shoo'd be but one out of 
the whole judg'd fit to speak cither a prologue or 
an epilogue. To quiet him I offer’d to decline 
either in his favour, or both, IE it were equally 
easy to the author. But he was too much con- 
cern'd to accept of an offer that had been made to 
another in preference to himself, and which he 
seem'd to think bis best way of resenting was to 
contemn. But from that time, however, he was 
resolved, to the best of his power, never to let the 
first offer of a prologue escape him. Which little 
ambition sometimes made him pay too clear for 
his success. The flatness of the many miserable 
prologues that by this meanB fell to his lot, seem cl 
wo fully unequal to the few good ones he might 

have reason to triumph in. 

I have given you this fact only as a sample ot 
those frequent rubs and impediments I met with 
when any step was made to my being distinguish d 
as an actor’, and from this Incident, too, you may 
partly see what occasion'd so many prologues, after 
the death of Betterton, to fall into the hands of 
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one Speaker: lint il h m* evay Minnwor to a 
vjtcam post that bring * i«M >» the t denis equal 
to those of a protocewM', T« *\mk a g«wd pro- 
lojjiie well is, in my opinion, **nc »d the hardest 
pints am! strongest pn*d* «*! wimd r!i««tbn, of 
which. I confess. I never thm^ht that any of the 
several who attempted it shew'*! IhenmcUe*, by far, 
equal masters to Hetterion Ik tteitoo, m the deliv* 
er y of a good prologue, ted a iMtnml gravity that 
gave strength to good sense, » temper 'tl spirit that 
gave life to wit, and a dry reserve in bis smile 
that threw ridicule into it* brightest odours. Of 
these qualities, in the speaking *d a prologue, Month 
only had the first, but attain'd not fi» the other 
two. Wilks had spirit, hnt gave too loose » rein 
to It, and it w-as seldom he could speak a grave 
ant! weighty verse terwonkundy , hi* accents were 
frequently tot* sharp and violent, which vumeUfnei 
occasion'd his eagerly cutting off b#U the sound 
of syllables that ought to have been gently melted 
into the melody of metre ; in verse* of humour, lory 
he would someUme* carry the mimlAry farther 
titan the hint would bear, even to a I rifling light, 


rrtii Enrol grs rj «3 rero ■ « 


the truth of this criticism I have been confirm’d 
by. those whose judgment I dire more confidently 
rely on than my m Witte ted many «s*cellen» 
ete, .but IE we teams pr o tofu e e p cafci ng out of the 
naiaber ho will still have anongh to have made 
hini afVOluibb actor. And l only make this iff* 
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ccption from them to caution others from imitating 
what, in his time, they might have too implicitly 
admired. But I have a word or two more to say 
concerning the immoralities of the stage. Our 
theatrical writers were not only accus'd of immo- 
rality, but prophanoncss ; many flagrant instances 
of which were collected and published by a non- 
juring clergyman, Jeremy Collier, in his “View of 
the Stage," etc, about the year 1697.' However 
just his charge against the authors that then wrote 
for It might be, I cannot but think his sentence 
against the stage itself is unequal ; reformation he 
thinks too mild a treatment for it, and is therefore 
Tor laying Ida ax to the root of it : if this were to 
bo a rule of judgment for offences of the same 
nature, what might boeomcof the pulpit, where many 
ti seditious and corrupted teacher has been known 
to cover the moat pernicious doctrine with the 
masque of religion f This puts me in mind of 
what the noted Jo. Hams,* the comedian, a fellow 


1 Collier 1 # famous wcirlc, which wan ontlllod 11 A Short View of 
tl« Immorality nnd E rofm.coM of the English Stager together 
will, the «m» Antiquity upon Ihb Argument, «> publish 0 
hi 1608. Collier w«» a nonjurlug clergyman. Ho was l* 01 '' °> 
"\ A sibber, 1650, and died In 17=16. The circumstance to 
which Cibber alludes In the second paragraph from the 
was ColUer’a attending to the scnftoUl S r John > ^ 

WlUlftm I’arMiHh who w«r« executed for complicity \ 

nKa «Tho K f*?etlill^JoIVlai?es waa mi actor of great popularity, 
and nmWo have Lolled In the delivery ? £ 

logues, especially of those written by himself. He was on the 
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o[ n wicked wit, wtkl >5j«»» this tH'ouwn; who 
being ask'd what umld tian»|«»t Mr Ctdiicr into 
su blind a u<*\ lur a general «un>|.«rw.m «f ( h e 
alagc, when wily w«<« iwrtie.uhw authors had 
abus'd il, whereas the stage, he ftnihl in>l but 
know, was generally aHnw'd, when rightly con. 
dueled, to be a delighllu) met hoi of mauling our 
morals, •' l*’«r that reawm, 1 *e|%‘4 t tains; "Cob 
licr is by j»n4c**ion # rnwal mauler himself, and 
two of trade, yon know, east new* agree.' 

The authors of the "OM HateheW ’* and of the 
« tielapae " were iHww shum Collier m«i labour'd 

»isp from alww »«t* w »f«» *» «p*. 6 « •***• Urns $m im 
i\w tof Apm H* **» SV* «M%gln*t &$mtt-kkk to 

Wto“ %jm*t i«fi tfa mw$i 

** J*toto lINf&ltsi /* ^ Ojj}^ 

mm tMto* r i*r*m m Mb* m Qnlift 

AWlitbltllf* 8*1 *rf MrrtBtWk^ !$ to 

mankm duriag l*mm *1# ***$& tU 4wMm$ tto tim 

Virgin &Uiy #p§mm4 *» hm %m * ***»» * l .m4 

orfft f*M to, ml mk*4 Ite atoa* ife# fmtfe *4 H* wmvmWrn* 
awl wtoto tin tot imBf mm ilw» Vn§p«* Vm. m$ totA I 
m*m to u & * fetter. l-to **« Ms tol * Wfe ?‘ ^ w 
lytofj to m* Wit ito» Vfcgfca i» p«»s *to&4 An##* to? 

Vm to ym m& i$m «*rl * tm» $ & k%4 &«t tit 

Virgto Iftmtafttg ato mmM Imivu toW^ ^ ® W$i mb f 

Qftt toT NtQ9& •# to twtotapA* to®! *w& ^ I » 
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to convict of immorality ; to which they severally 
publish’d their reply; the first seem’d too much 
hurt to be able to defend himself, and the other 
felt him so little that his wit only laugh'd at his 
lashes.' 

My first play of the " Fool in Fashion," too, being 
then in a course of success, perhaps for that rea- 
son only, this severe author thought himself oblig'd 
to attack it ; in which I hope he has shewn more 
zeal than justice. His greatest charge against it is, 
that it sometimes uses the word faith I as an oath, 
in the dialogue ; but if faith may as well signify 
our given word or credit as our religious belief, 
why might not his charity have taken it in the loss 
criminal sense? Nevertheless, Mr. Collier's hook 
was upon the whole thought so laudable a work, 
that King William, soon after it was publish’d, 
granted him a nolo prosequi when he stood an- 
swerable to the law for his having absolved two 
criminals just before they were executed for high 


* Congreve's answer to Collier was entitled " Amendments of 
Mr. Collier's false nnd Imperfect Citations, ole., from the i ' Old 
Bnlcholour,' ' Double Dealer,' ' Love for Love,' 1 Mourning Bride, 
By the author of those plays." Vanbrugh called hit reply, ■ “ A 
Short Vindication of the 'Relapse' nnd the ' Provokd Wife, 
from Immorality and l'rophanenoss. By the author." Davies says, 
regarding Congreve (" Dram. Mlse.," ML 4°‘) 1 " ® 

pride watt hurt by Collier's attack on plays which all the world 
had admired and commended i and no hypocrite showed moro 
rancour and resentment, when unmasked, than t ils author, so 
greatly celebrated for sweat ness of temper nnd elegance ot 
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l reason. And it must !«• farther granted that his 
calling our dramatic k writers its this strict account 
had a very wholesome effect up»n Hume who writ 
idler this time. They were i«mv a great deal more 
ii|h>ii their guard; imfoicmirs war mi lunger wit; 
and by degree* the lair sot came again t*» Till the 
boxes on the fust day id a new » «*medy, without 
(ear or censure Hut the master id Hie revels, 1 
who then licens'd all plays lor the stage, assisted 
this reformation with a more seafoua seventy titan 
ever. Me would strike nut whole scenes of a 
vicious or immoral character, l ho" it were visibly 
shewn to be reform'd w punish'd , a severe instance 
of this kind falling upon myself may be an excuse 
for my relating it. When Richard the I bird (m 1 
alter'd it from Stetofcarj * came from Ins hands 
to the stage, be expung'd the wfodv first act 
without sparing a line «i it Tina estraordinary 
stroke of a xk mb occasion'd my applying to him 
for the small indulgence of a t|««rl( or two, that 
the other four acts might bmp «n with a hub less 
absurdity I No ! he lead not leisure to emudder what 
might be separately inoffensive^ Me ted an objee* 
lion to the wtele act, and the reason He gave for 
it was, that the distress of King Henry the Sixth, 
who is kill'd by Richard in the first act, would pat 

4 Chart** KUNgr**, wi» *$mi te» tjr*j,tM*iag MS ifss «fei 
of Burner of the reteh 1m mm teiif years, 

'Pftwtafeedl m Dmry Umw is i|N» fm *«w memm el 
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weak people too muck iu mind of King James, then 
living in Franco ; a notable proof of his zeal for 
the government I ' Those who have rencl cither 
the play or the history, I dare say will think he 
strain’d hart] for the parallel. In a word, we were 
forc’d, for some few years, to let the play take its 
fate with only four acts, divided into live ; by the 
loss of so considerable a limb, may one not modestly 
suppose it was robbed of at least a fifth part of 
that favour it afterward met with f For tho’ this 
first act was at last recovered, and made the play 
whole again, yet the relief came too late to repay 
me for the pains I bad taken in it. Nor did I ever 
hear that this zealous severity of the master of 
the revels was afterward thought justifiable. But 
my good fortune, in process of time, gave me an 
opportunity to talk with my oppressor in my turn. 

The patent granted by bis Majesty King George 
the First to Sir Richard Steele and his assigns, a of 
which I was one, made us sole judges of what 
plays might lie proper for the stage, without sub- 
mitting them to the approbation or license of any 
other particular person. Notwithstanding which, 

1 Chalmers (" Apology for the Believers In tho Shnksponro 
l’apore," page 535) comments unfavourably on Cibber's method 
of stating tide fact. saying, " Well might Pope cry out, modem 
Cibber I " llul Chalmers In unjust to Colley, who Is not express- 
ing Ills own opinion of Ida play's Importance, but merely report- 
ing Lilts opinion of KUHgrow. 

* Steele's nurae first appears In a license granted 181H October. 
171, |, His patent was dated ipth January, 1 7 r S- 
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{lie nw*lcr «d the revel* drmvHidrd hi* fee of forty 
al, tilings »jw» mir mi mg f» m-w »mc, iho' we had 
spared him the trouble of |«ct using it This occu- 
simtM my Itcnsg deputed t«< him t»« rmpure into tho 
M f ins demand. ami it* ronliP «»» amicable end 
„l „in dispute ’ 1 » miles* I did mil dislike the 

oflUx ; ami *«UI him. 4Cf«rtlutjt »•* my inatruc- 
lions, that I surnc not to defend evert out own 


right in prejudice l*» In*. I hat if out patent had 
inadvertently tit*? grant *4 arty former 


power or warrant thnno ho ought ground his 
pretensions* we would not up»n our broad 

seal, hut would readily aintcr W* «IcbmihI» upon 

of such his warrant, anything in mir 


to the contrary noiwiihrtamhnjt This 1 had 
reason to flunk he rwdd rod d<« . and when l 


found he made n« »K«n reply i» my question, 
I repealed t* wit It gromlcr sivdilie* and offer* of 
compliance, Till I was forc'd in ihe end to t<Mi> 


1 Cfcatswoi J* Apta*? h*» te tWOw*,, - * f <t#l Mp* "Hi# 
poniMs mm <C«**wjr titbfesi. *» #»«*<• **w*»»«a**»f» i» Mf*> 
tUi« m awfestelsf miihmMt *ott» te «**«MW* >»( ttw» wots 
It i* 8 !B<wfe| mi tew Item tin* eh y y * ** MjpiMte **yt»tel Ml 
tmn put g a i ti tou . *nd HUMMitei i« tote*!*** «t»# rtjflu el Mi 
wfpiMi i m M * stoWf. mmt »l» pwu **#t,«wll 

a p*»#«§ §?m imSm te »»0w awuteby Ctehl 
KSRgnrw* wbe mm mm o*sf$w you* «t *g*» *w»» **» te 
tern by »b* teeter *WM»t *4 f**8te> CUte* Mr 

this fet*s MNtesr»#«l felt *i Cftte, #fe» tad rte $>®8 

#st tajsstte m KiBSpv*r* h««4* mpu i *** **•* * 

III,* tel MMU. r JJ& Tfe* tiafMI* r*®S»#8f (« 
»msi kttm mmrnwi adM i?iy 
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elude with telling him, that as his pretensions 
were not back’d with any visible instrument of 
right, and as his strongest plea was custom, we 
could not so far extend our complaisance as to. 
continue his fees upon so slender a claim to them. 
And from that time neither our plays or his lees 
gave either of us any farther trouble. In this 
negotiation I am the bolder to think justice was 
on our side, because the law lately pass’d 1 by 

1 The Hemming Aet of 1737. This act wan piwmsit by Sir 
Unburl Walpole's government, nntl gave to the lord chamber- 
lain the power to prohibit tt piece from being acted at all, by 
making It noceiwary to Imve every play licensed. This power, 
however, hod practically been exorcised by the chamberlain be- 
fore, as In the case of Gay's " Polly,” which Cibber lias already 
mentioned. The Immediate cause of this act of 1737 was a 
piece called “Tim Golden Hump," which was so fall of scurrility 
against the powers that were, that Glffard, Die mnnngor to 
whom It was submitted, carried It to Walpole. In spite of the 
opposition of Lord Chesterfield, who delivered a famous speech 
against it, the bill was passed, aist June, 1 737 - “ Blographln 

Dramntlca " hints plainly that "The Golden Rump” was written 
at Walpole’s Instigation to afford on excuse for the act. Boll* 
chambers has the following note on this passage 1 

“The AbW Lu Blanc, 1 who was In England at the time this 
law passed, 1ms tho following remarks upon It In Ids correspond- 
ence 1 — 1 

•• 1 This act occasioned an universal murmur In tho nation, and 
was openly complained of In the public papers i In all the coffee- 
houses of London It was treated ns an unjust law, and mani- 
festly contrary to tho liberties of tho people of England. When 
winter canto, and the play-houses were opened, that of Covent- 
garden began with three now pieces, which had boon appiovod 

1 Mr. Osrrlak, when In Paris, refined to meet this writer, oti account ot tli# 
Irreverence with which he had treated Shakespeare, 
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My having mentioned this law, which so imme- 
diately affected the stage, inclines me to throw out 
a few observations upon it. But I must first lead 
you gradually thro’ the facts and natural causes 
that made such a law necessary. 


among young fellows, whose years may excuse their folly, or 
persons of the meanest education and stamp; here they are the 
fruit of deliberations in a very grave body of people, who are 
not less formidable to the minister In place, than to the theatri- 
cal writers. 

“‘The players were not dismayed, but soon after stuck up 
bills for another new piece : there was the same crowding at 
Covent-garden, to which I again contributed. I was sure, at 
least, that if the piece advertised was not performed, I should 
have the pleasure of beholding some very extraordinary scene 
acted in the pit. 

“ ‘ Half art hour before the play was to begin, the spectators 
gave notice of their dispositions by frightful hisses and outcries, 
equal, perhaps, to what were ever heard at a Roman amphi- 
theatre. I could not have known, but by my eyes only, that I 
was among an assembly of beings who thought themselves to be 
reasonable. The author, who had foreseen this fury of the pit, 
took care to be armed against it. He knew what people he had 
to deal with, and, to mike them easy, put in his prologue double 
the usual dose of incense that is offered to their vanity j for 
there is an established tax of this kind, from which no author is 
suffered to dispense himself. This author’s wise precaution suc- 
ceeded, and the men that were before so redoubtable grew calm} 
the charms of flattery, more strong than those of music, deprived 
them of all their fierceness. 

“‘ You see, sir, that the pit is the same in all countries : it 
loves to be flattered, under the more genteel name of being com- 
plimented. If a man has tolerable address at panegyric, they 
swallow it greedily, and are easily quelled and intoxicated by 
the draught. Every one in particular thinks he merits the praise 
that is given to the whole in general | the illusion operates, and 
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Although it luul Iwcm taken U itraiiicil. from 
time itmtuin'iiitl, that »m f-wjMuy «*f i»i«cUtain 
enuia ml vU w.llnmt the '«•)'*! luaisc or 

mnUnlim. wt soim* legal *utliutiiy. a I twain* wu, 
UwitlnWuwHrt* c '*' vUra m Fieltls 

, hB wrfwH) U Mwi **»!» »** « *= •* w *‘** V '*M* 

liU »«n M»«t» 9*> It»* ^ ,h * be 

nmkwi » inhi .4. «!»*»• 1^*1** ”** ”" w “«««•*•«« «■ 

«„U a IWM* «** «W«h «" •***»' «“ *- «**«*• 

...fj,, tartug. !<? *•**«“ u * **** ,ta » •W 

KUliHMHSM, *»<*.»% «1 I**’** *' -H ** *** *■*** « 

\M piirfWMUM. T*» *• ,W * *”"* * ,h * *** 

tek rnmm d*w*»r. **» «* «*»»* wM *‘ W)wS ‘ 
riUtoi, ol m #«t»8 ***« «**•' * *'»* *ww«sS««aM]f 

nowdared and to mm «H ’•**’ *** B WM NN*h- 

man «mtVrt« lww» * »'# *»• •** •>»•** 

Ttw cn«tw»*l p**l* J •*#** »W* ** «* **** **“ * 

n_ w | i4 1M1 »«* *t***t4* •‘W ^ t*«4 #b ^ 

|hBl( kUlbnn *l» |*NMd •« #» *» » M * K ** « *•* *■>* 
Ih4« llw «MH IlM*. »«|*W** «*** **« W '* 4 A, "" e, mm ' t *"? 

w j Ms coM. WW IwUrtu* tart * ««*. tk * W 

cJMffflwl ami ««i|MtM4 tfc* *rth** Md »**""* *•*'* *' i! *» 

^ ,.),o Imp^Wwwkon i»» i»*M A****. **" ****** 

all n, » imptfriftm*** ,4 m U*w •*• »» *“« »«*• mmU « 

II imwwfctfrt! ammiml Tt»m m» * ^ « *«**■»*« «»<« ** 

a*4*fe*» *M. **m «»* ™ 

awl «»«*» *"«* * m 

urim wriiititirif rtirt « •«• **m *» »*• ** 

itui ihe iwr* n* *»>***&»**■ a®' 5 ****1 * ** , ®* ? l » 

»*>fcl» trtMrt 0*««i rtw** rtt ifc* KrttwMl 

tew* twi pirtwwrt sSt# *44 twWNl tw|«a* 

at) itw Imm »«*««»» tfc« «<»« "»« »*» i-M pert** 1 

listfsM* iNi f»*w» *»M*w-.**t ( *a »»»•*• ****•"• 

«uc*§» ««n» b»#y <*> *&» ****** 

“ " IHtes l#. fctortdl fc» Ik* **i ««* »•» * ® 
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about seven years ago,' where plays, without any 
such license, were acted for some time unmolested 
and with impunity. After a year or two, this 
playhouse wits thought a nusancc too near the 
city. Upon which the lord mayor and aldermen 
petition'd the Crown to suppress it. What steps 
were taken in favour of that petition X know not, 
but common fame seem'd to allow, from what had 
or had not been done in it, that acting plays in 
the said theatre was not evidently unlawful.’ 

this niiclmil liberty of tins stage. They wore friends with tho 
players, amt even* with this court Itself, mul coi limited themselves 
with the privilege loft thorn, of limiting our nation its much as they 
pleased, In tli a room of laughing ill tb o oxpenBO of thu minister. 
Tlui license of nulhon did not imam lo bo too much restrained, 
Mince the court did not hinder them from saying all tho III they 
could of the French. 

'•’Intractable ns the populace appear in llila country, those 
who know how to lake hold of tlmlr foibles may easily carry 
their point. Thus Is the liberty of thu stage reduced to just 
bounds, and yet the English pit makes no farther attempt to 
oppose the now regulation. The law Is executed without tho 
kiwi trouble, nil the plays since having been quietly heard, and 
either succeeded or not, according to (hob merit.* " • 

See article In Mr. Archer's " About the Theatre,” p. 101, and 
I'ntliuintJiiUry Reports, i8jj and 1866. 

•The theatre In Goodman's Fields was opened In October, 
17 Mi, by Thomas Odell, who was afterward deputy licensor 
under the ryj? net. Odell, having no theatrical experience, 
animated the management lo Henry Olffard, Odell's theatre 
seems to have been In Leman Street, 

•I can find no hint that play* wore over stopped at Odells 
theatre. There l« a pamphlet, published in 1730, with Iho fol- 
lowing title 1 " A Letter W> tho Right Honourable Sir Richard 
Brocas, I^ord Mayor of London. By a Citixen, 1 ' which demands 
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one within the penalty of the said act. When the 
legality of this commitment was disputed in West- 
minstei-IIall, by all I could observe from the 
learned pleadings on both sides (for I had the 
curiosity to hear them), it did not appear to me 
that the comedian so committed was within the 
description of the said act, lie being a housekeeper 
and having a vote for the Westminster members 
of Parliament. He was discharged accordingly, 
and conducted through the hall with the congratu- 
lations of the crowds that attended and wish’d 
well to his cause. 

The issue of this trial threw me at that time 
into a very odcl reflexion, viz: That it acting 
plays without license did not make the performers 
vagabonds unless they wandered from their habi- 
tations so to do, how particular was the ease of us 
three late mennging actors at the Theatre-Royal, 
who in twenty years before had paid upon an 
averldgc at least twenty thousand pounds to be 
protected (as actors) from a law that has not 
since appeared to be against us. Now, whether 
we might certainly have acted without any license 
at all, I shall not pretend to determine ; but this I 
have of my own knowledge to say, that in Queen 
Anne's reign the stage was in such confusion, and 
Its affaire in such distress, that Sir John Vanbrugh 
and Mr. Congreve, after they had held it about one 
year, threw up the management of it as an un- 
profitable post, after which a license for acting 
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five parts in six of the patent j ' and, at the same 
time, gave the revolted comedians their own terms 
to return and come under his government in 
Drury- Lane, whore they now continue to act at 
very ample sallaries, as I am informed, in 1738.* 
Hut (as I have observ’d) the late cause of the 
prosecuted comedian having gone so strongly in 
his favour, and the house in Goodman’s Fields, 
too, continuing to act with as little authority un- 
molested ; these ho tolerated companies gave en- 
couragement to a broken wit to collect a fourth 
company, who for some time acted plays in the 
Hay-Market, which house the united Drury-Lane 
comedians lmcl lately quitted. This enterprising 
person, I say (whom I do not chuse to name, 3 

« Glffard seems to have retained Ills sixth part. 

* Home Recount of the entire dispute between Highmore nnd 
Ids actors will be found In my supplement to this book. 

1 Thb "broken wit" wns Henry Fielding, botwoon whom nnd 
Gibber there was war to the knife, Fielding taking every oppor- 
tunity of mocking at Colley nnd allocking his works. 

Mr. Austin Dobson, In Ids » Fielding,” page 66 , wrltost 
>' When the Champion was rather moro than a year old, Colloy 
Cibber published Ills famous 'Apology,' To the allneks made 
upon him by Fielding ttt different limes ho had hitherto printed 
no reply — perhaps Ha had no opportunity of doing so, But In 
Ida eighth chapter, when speaking of the causes which led to the 
licensing net, ho takes occasion to refer to his assailant in torma 
which Fielding must have found exceedingly galling. Ho care- 
fully abstained from mentioning Ills name, on the ground that It 
could da him no good, and was of no Importance; but ho 
described him as ' a broken wit,' " otc. 

Mr. Dobson, on page 69, gives Ids approval to tho theory that 
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frank and free farces that scem'cl to knock all clis- 
tinctiouu of mankind cm the head. Religion, laws, 
government, priests, judges, and ministers, were 
all laid flat at the feet of this Herculean satyrist 1 
This Drawcnnsir in wit, 1 that spared neither friend 
nor foe ! who to make his poetical fame immortal, 
like another Erostrntus, set fire to his stage by 
writing' up to an. act of Parliament to demolish it. 1 
X ahull not give the particular strokes of his ingenu- 
ity a chance to he remembred by reciting them ; 
it may be enough to say, in general terms, they 
were no openly flagrant, that the wisdom of the 
legislature thought it high time to take a proper 
notice of them. 5 


•Mr. Dobson {"Holding," page t>7) sayat "Ho [Cibber] 
culled him, tilth or In nlhialon lo Ids aliUnro, or Ida pseudonym In 
1U0 CkmfivH, a ' Herculean antyrlal,' it ■ Drawcmmir in wit.’" 

» Melding'* political sallies, hi such pieces as “ Pnaquln " nncl 
•■The Historical Uoglalor for 1736." contributed largely to tho 
passing of the net of 1737, Although " T,1 ° Holden Rump "was 
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pamphlet or the strongest verse ; then, indeed, the 
stage ami the press might pretend to be upon an 
equal font of liberty. Hut when the wide differ, 
cnee between these two liberties comes to be ex- 
plain'd and consider’d, I dare say wo shall find the 
injuries from one capable of being ten times more 
severe and formidable than from the other. Let 
us see, at least, if the case will not be vastly 
alter'd. Read what Mr. Collier in his “ Defence" 
of his " Short View of the Stage," etc., page 25, 
says to this point ; he acta this difference in a clear 
light. These are his words ; 

“The satyr of a comedian and another poet 
have a different effect upon reputation. A char- 
acter of disadvantages upon the stage, makes a 
stronger impression than elsewhere. Reading is 
but bearing at the second hand ; now hearing, at 
the best, is a more languid conveyance than sight. 
For as Horace observes : 

•" SegnUiB Irritant rtiilrnos elemlasa per nurem, 

Quam qute sunt oculls subjects fulatlbus. 1 ‘ 

The eye is much more affecting, mid strikes deeper 
into the memory than the ear. Besides, upon the 
stage both the senses are In conjunction, The 
life of the action fortifies the object, and awakens 
the mind to take hold of It. Thus a dranmtick 
abuse la rivalled In the audience, a jest Is Improv’d 
into an argument, and rallying grows up into rca- 
» Horace, “An Potiira" 18a 
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equal protection ? Was the wound that Guiscard 
gave to the late Lord Oxford, when a minister/ a 
greater injury than the theatrical insult which was 
offer'd to a Inter minister, in u more valuable part, 
his character ? Was it not as high time, then, to 
take this dangerous weapon of mimical insolence 
and defamation out of the hands of a mad poet, as 
to wrest the knife from the lifted hand of the mur- 
derer? And is not that law of a milder nature 
which prevents a crime, than that which punishes 
it after it is committed? May not one think it 
amazing that the liberty of defaming lawful power 
and dignity ahcmld have been so eloquently con- 
tended for, or especially that lids liberty ought 
to triumph in a theatre, where tho most able, the 
most innocent, and most upright person must him- 
self be, while the wound is given, defenceless? 
How long must a man so injur’d lie bleeding, be- 
fore the pain and anguish of his fame (if it suffers 
wrongfully) can be dispell'd ? Or say ho had de- 
serv'd reproof and publick accusation, yet the 
weight and greatness of Ida office never can de- 
serve it from a publick stage, where the lowest 
malice by savvey parallels and abusive iiutendoes 
may do everything but minus him. But alas I Lib- 
erty is so tender, so chaste a virgin, that it seems 
not to suffer her to do irreparable injuries with 
impunity is a violation of her I It cannot sure be 
a principle of liberty that would turn tho stage 
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or am not, it blockhead, when I pretend to talk of 
HuriouH mutlei'H that may be judg’d so far above 
my capacity, Nor will it in the least discompose 
me, whether my observations are contemn'd or 
applauded. A blockhead is not always an unhappy 
follow, and if the world will not /latter us, we can 
flatter ourselves ; perhaps, too, it will be as diffi- 
cult to convince us we are in the wrong, as that 
you wiser gentlemen are one tittle the better for 
your knowledge. It is yet a question with me 
whether we weak heads have not a» much pleas- 
ure, too, in giving our shallow reason a little exer- 
cise, as those clearer brains have that are allow’d 
to dive into the deepest doubts and mysteries ; to 
reflect or form a judgment upon remarkable things 
past is ns delightful to mo as it is to the gravest 
politician to penetrate into what is present, or to 
enter into speculations upon wlmt is, or is not, 
likely to come. Why are histories written, if all 
men arc not to judge of them f Therefore, if my 
reader lias no more to do than I have, I have a 
chance for Iris being as willing to have a little 
more upon the same subject ns I am to give it 
him. 

When direct arguments against this bill were 
found too weak, recourse was had to dissuasive 
ones. It was said that this restraint upon the 
stage would not remedy the evil complain’d of: 
that n piny refus'd to be licensed would still be 
printed, with double advantage, when it should 
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sit all. With such a one the wit of the most ingen- 
ious satyr will only by its intrinsick truth or value 
gain upon his approbation; or if it bo worth an 
answer, a printed falsehood may possibly be con- 
founded by printed proofs against it. But against 
contempt and scandal, heighten’d and colour’d by 
the skill of an actor ludicrously infusing it into a 
multitude, there is mi immediate defence to bo 
made or equal reparation to be had for it ; for 
it would lie but a poor satisfaction at last, after 
lying long patient under the injury, that time only 
is to shew (which would probably be the case) 
that the author of it was a desperate indigent that 
did it for bread. Hmv much less dangerous or 
offensive, then, is the written than the acted 
scandal ! The impression the comedian gives to it 
is a kind of double stamp upon the poet’s paper, 
that raises it to ten times the Intrinsick value, 
Might we not strengthen this argument, too, even 
by the eloquence that seem'd to have opposed 
this law? I will say for myself, at least, that 
when I came to read the printed arguments against 
it, I could scarce believe they were the same that 
had am a it'd and raised such admiration in me when 
they had the advantage of a lively elocution, and 
of that grace and spirit which gave strength and 
lustre to them in the delivery I 

Upon live whole, if the stage ought ever to 
have been reform'd, if to place a power some- 
where of restraining its immoralities was not in- 
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[art of it quite out of the question ; what advan- 
tage could either the spectators of plays or the 
masters of play-houses have gain’d by its having 
never been made? How could the same stock of 
plays supply four theatres, which {without such 
additional entertainments as a nation of common 
sense ought to be ashamed of) could not well sup- 
port two ? Satiety must have been the natural 
consequence of the same plays being twice as 
often repeated as now they need be ; and satiety 
puls an end to all tastes that the mind of man can 
delight in. Had therefore this law been made 
seven yearn ago, 1 should not have parted with my 
share in the patent under a thousand pounds more 
than I received for it'-— so that, as far as I am 
aide to judge, both the publlck as spectators, ami 
the patentee* oh undertakers, nrc, or might be, 
in a way of being bolter entertain'd and more 
considerable gainers by it. 

I now return to the state of the stage, where I 
left it, about the year 1697, from whence this 
pursuit of its immoralities has led me farther than 
1 first design’d to have follow'd It. 

•Cibber received litre* thousand Ruinous from Highmore for 
)tk share In the patent. (See Vidor’s « History," L 8.) 
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ness will liml somebody to do it light : if my 
reader in an ill-nalur'd one, he will bo as much 
pleased U> find me a dunce in my old age as pos- 
sibly he may have been to prove me a brisk block- 
head in my youth ; but if he 1ms no gall to gratify, 
and would (for his simple amusement) as well know 
how the play-houses went on forty years ago as 
how they do now, I will honestly tell him the rest 
of my tilt try as well as I can. Lest therefore the 
frequent digressions that have broke in upon it 
may have entangled his memory, l must beg leave 
just to throw together the heads of what I have 
already given him, that he may again recover the 
duo of my discourse, 

Let him then remember, from the year 1660 to 
tfiHiV tlm various fortune of the (then) king’s and 
duke's two famous companies ; their being reduced 
to one united ; idic distinct characters I have given 
of thirteen actors, which in the year 1690 were 
the most famous then remaining of them; the 
cause of their being again divided in 1695, and 
the conscquenccm of that division ’till 1697 ; from 
whence I shall loud than to our second union in 
-—hold, let me boo — ny, it was in that memorable 
year when the two kingdoms of England and Scot- 

lury woes" 'Die tome of tbs present million of Cibber's 
" Apology" l« sufficient rawmanlary on "The Lau real's" 111- 
nalured prophecy. 

1 Clbbor print's 1 Wij, repeating hla farmer blunder. {See 
P* ) 
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land were made one, And I remember a particular 
that confirms me I am right in my chronology ; 
for the play of “Hamlet” being acted soon after, 
Estcourt, who then took upon him to say any- 
thing, added a fourth line to Shakespear's prologue 
to the play, in that play which originally consisted 
but of three, but Estcourt made it run thus : 

“ For us, and for our tragedy, 

Here stooping to your clemency, 

[This being a year of unity,] 

We beg your hearing patiently," 1 

This new chronological line coming unexpectedly 
upon the audience, was recdfved with applause, 
tho’ several grave faces look’d a little out of 
humour at it. However, by this fact, it is plain 
our theatrical union happen’d in 1707, 1 But to 
speak of it in its place I mu$t mo a little back 
again. JT 

From 1697 to this union botn companies went 
on without any memorable change in their affairs, 

‘The first play acted by the united company was “ Hamlet," p 
In this Estcourt is cast for the gravedigger, so that if Cibber’s 
anecdote is accurate, as no doubt it is, Estcourt must havo •• 
“ doubled ” the gravedigger and the speaker of the prologue, ' - 
3 The first edition reads “1708,” and in the next chapter '. 1 ? 
Cibber says 1708. In point of fact, the first performance by the W| 
united company took place 15th January, 1708, This does 
. ..^malte.Estcourt’s “gag" incorrect, for though wo now should not® 
May, 1707, and the following January In the same ya 
yet; up to 1752, when the stylo was changed in England, they 
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unless it were that Betterton's people (however 
good in their kind) were most of them too far 
advanc'd in years to mend ; mid llio’ we in Drury 
Lane were ton young in he excellent, we wore not 
too old to lie better. But what will not satiety 
depreciate? For though I must own ancl avow 
that in our highest prosperity I always thought we 
were greatly their Inferiors, yet, by our good 
fortune of being seen in quite new lights, which 
several new-written plays bad shewn us in, wc now 
began to make a considerable stand against them. 
One good new play to a rising company is of in* 
conceivable value. In " Oroonoko " * (and why 
may I not name another, tho' it be my own ?), in 
" Love’s Last Shift," and in the sequel of it, the 
« Relapse," several of our people allow’d them- 
selves in a new style of acting, in which nature 
had not as yet been seen. I cannot here forget a 
misfortune that befol our society about this time, 
by the loss of a young actor, Hildebrand Horden, ' 

1 Houlhama'a * Omotwtka H «m produced at Drury Lime In 

Tfxjft. 

• Of Harden we know link* more ihftit Cibber lelk «». Hu 
seems w have been m lit* stag# only for ft year or two i and 
during ififfi only, at Drury Lane, doe# Ills name *pp«r to lift- 
portent para, Uavf** (•» Unum, Mine,," 111. 4*13) says Horden 
•« was brwtl a scholar s !» complimented CJeorp I’owell, In a 

Lnlln encomium on life* inaohewus bra th era," 

The Um/m Mwb&ttttr, «nh May, 1696 , wry* 1 "On Mon- 

day Cttpi, iJturgas who hill'd Mr. Pane, and was found guilty 
of manslaughter at ilia Old Itatly, kill'd Mr. Harding s comedian 
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oilier persona of distinction, took their tryals, and 
were acquitted. This young mm had almost every 
natural gift that could promise an excellent actor; 
he Imd besides a good deal of table-wit and humour, 
with ji handsome person, and was every day rising 
into publick favour, before he was bury'd, it was 
observable that two or three days together several 
of the fair sex, well dress’d, came in masks (then 
frequently worn), and same in their own coaches, to 
visit this theatrical heroa in his shrewd. He was 
the elder son of Doctor Harden, minister of Twick- 
enham, in Middlesex, but this misfortune wus soon 
repair’d by the return of Wilks from Dublin (who 
upon this young man's death was sent for over) 
and liv'd long enough among us to enjoy that 
approbation from which the other was so unhappily 
cut off. The winter following,' Ealcourt, the famous 
mimidt, of whom I have already spoken, had the 
same invitation from Ireland, where he had com- 
menc'd actor. His first pan here, at tho Theatre 
Royal, was the Spanish Friar, in which, tho' lie 
had rente mb red every look and motion of the late 
Tony Leigh no far m to put the spectator very 

Tuvorn, ami tlmra got half Xmmt of mutton, off the apit, nnd 
<\lmi\ all I mm, A fid m to i.h«t piny again** 1 

1 Cddmr'fi dimnology rimiifn be rcoondtad with whnl wo be>* 
Nova to im I lord wan killed in f60 \ Wllku acorns to 

have com* to England mi wlkr than the nnd of white It 
U* I fthould Mjr, (fmrtnlri that Hiimurt did not appear before 170.1 . 
I can only suippo*« that Cfbtaft who h very reckless In Ids dates, 
N hem pantokrly mntwmd* 
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much in mind of him, yet it was visible througl 
the whole, notwithstanding his exactness in thi 
outlines, the true spirit that was to fill up thi 
figure was not the same, but unskilfully dawb’d on 
like a child's painting upon the face of a metzo 
tinto : it was too plain to the judicious that thi 
conception was not his own, but imprinted in hii 
memory by another, of whom he only presented ; 
dead likeness. 1 Bxit these were defects not st 
obvious to common spectators ; no wonder, there- 
fore, if by his being much sought after in privatt 
companies, he met with a sort of indulgence, nol 
to say partiality, for what lie sometimes did upon 
the stage. 

In the year 1699, Mrs. Oldfield was first taken 
into the house, where she remain'd about a twelve- 
month almost a mute 2 and unheeded, 'till Sir John 
Vanbrugh, who first recommended her, gave her 
the part of Alinda in the " Pilgrim " revis’d. This 
gentle character happily became that want of con- 
fidence which is inseparable from young beginners, 
who, without it, seldom arrive to any excellence, 
Notwithstanding, I own I was then so far deceiv’d 
in my opinion of her, that I thought she had little 
more than her person that appear’d necessary to 
the forming a good actress ; for she set out with 

,For Leigh’s playing of this character, see ante , p. 205, ' 

" Life of Mrs. Oldfield,” says that the only parti 
t0 appearing as Alinda, was Candl6pe;jrt; 
" Secret Love.” She played Alinda in 1700, 
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«o cxtiaimUmny ;i diffidence, Hint it kept her too 
deapmnlingly down to a formal, plain, (not to say) 
Hat maimer of speaking. Nor could the silver 
tone of her voice ‘till after some time incline my 
car to any hope in her favour. But publiek appro- 
bation in li»e warm weather of a theatrical plant, 
which will mooh bring it forward to whatever per- 
fection nature has design'd it, However, Mrs. 
Oldfield (perhaps far want of fresh parts) seem’d 
to come luit slmvly forward ‘till the year 1703.* 
Our company that summer acted at the Bath 
during the residence of Queen Anne at that place. 
At that time it happen’d that Mrs. Verbruggen, 
by reason of her last sickness (of which she some 
few months after dy'd), was left in London ; and 
though most of her pai ls were, of course, to be 
dispos'd of, yet m earnest was the female scramble 
for them that only one of them fell to the share of 
Mm. Oldfield, that of Leonora in "Sir Courtly 
Nice," a character of good plain sense, hut not 
over elegantly written. It was in tin's part Mrs. 
Oldfield surpris’d rne into an opinion of her having 
all the innate powers of a good actress, though 
they were yet but in the bloom of what they 
promis’d. Before she had acted this part I had 
so cold an expectation from her abilities, that she 

1 la QiWkm, In i\m u B*iw«sn Bus Two 

Blag**" {p> taelwksi Mm, ONlikld among \h* "meer 
rtibM that u* \m mp.pt t*if ib« wliJi ilia filth and 
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Though this pit r l "i Leonora in itself wm of so 
little value, iHiil when alia got more into esteem it 
was one of the several she gave away to inferior 
net i esses, yet it was the first (as I have observ'd) 
that corrected uty judgment of her, and confirm'd 
me in a strong belief that she could not fail in 
very little time of being what she was afterwards 
allow'd to be, the (orentmt ornament of our theatre. 
Upon this unexpected wily, then, of the power 
and disposition of m unforeseen an actress, it was 
that I again took up the two first acts of the 
“CateleM Hind land," which t had written I lie 
aummer before, and had thrown aside in despair 
of having justice done la the character of lardy 
Hetty Modish by any one woman then arming us; 
Mrs. Verbruggen being now in a very declining 
state of health, and Mrs, Bracegirdle mil of my 
reach and engag’d in another company. Bui, as l 
have »id, Mrs. Oldfield having thrown out such 
new proffers of a genius, l wm no longer at a baa 
for support ; my doubt a were dispell'd, and I had 
now a new call to finish it. Accordingly, the " Care- 
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tin* «n lie words wen,' *oid id her hy a lady of m ,„ 
tHl h*u, wh.mr Iwlirr jmlgmrnt of Ju-r personal 
imtil in i hat light hint cmMden'd me to repeat 
them Alter ha micccm* in this diameter of 
holier life, all that nature hail given her of the 
MticR« wan'd to have risen to its full perfection, 
Hut the variety of her power cnnltl not In; known 
'till she was seen in variety of characters ; which, 
as fast as they fell to her, she equally excel I'd in. 
Authors lad much more trout her performance 
than they had reason to hope lot from what they 
had written for her , ami none had less than an- 
other, hut a» their genius in the parts they allotted 
her was more or less elevated, 

tn the wearing of her person she was purlieu 
My fortunate , her figure was always improving to 
Iter thirty sktlr year; hut her excellence fit acting 
was never at a stand Ami the last new character 
she shone hr f l Ally Tawttly) was 11 proof that she 
was mill able to do more, if more could have been 
done for herd She had one mark of good sense, 
rarely known in any actor of either sex hut her* 


very dmfroua of initructksn at their first 


setting mu ; but no sooner had they found their 


•Mrs, Cltoi«t«i towtjf TmtSf i*> llw M Prevokod t'U»- 

heu»4,** ttstb fonsuy, lyafti It pmmm iltai CWMwi mmm Uwi 
•t'U was her tat»i tmftmttm *»i8ge«l {pit, ter she wm itw wrightsl 
f*fiM»ef<iau»»i <*f iifitetstrta. (%y .}*«>*•» nil other 
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least account in it, than they were as desirous of 
eing left to their own capacity, which they then 
thought would be disgrac’d by their seeming to 

M ant nn y n assistance - this was not 

Mrs. Oldfield s way of thinking; for, to the last 

year of her life, she never undertook any part she 
hk d without being importunately desirous of hav- 
ing all the helps in it that another could possibly 
give her. By knowing so much herself, she found 
how much more there was of nature yet needful 
to be known. Yet it was a hard matter to give 
her any hint that she was not able to take or 
improve, With all this merit she was tractable 
and less presuming in her station than several 
that had not half her pretensions to be trouble- 
some. But she lost nothing by her easy conduct : 
she had everything she ask’d, which she took care 
should be always reasonable, because she hated as 
much to be grudg’d as deny'd a civility. Upon 
her extraordinary action in the “Provoked Hus- 
hand, the menagers made her a present of fifty 

*“The Provoked Husband ” 


Lord Townly . 

Lady Townly . 

Lady Grace \ 

Mr, Manley t 
Sir Francis Wronghead 
Lady Wronghead , 
Squire Richard 
, Miss Jr^ny , 

John ModbV , 


Mr/ Wilks, 

Mrs, Oldfield, 
Mrs, Porter. 

'Mr, Mills, Sen, 
Mr, Cibber, Sen, 
Mrs, Thurmond, 
Young Wethere] 
Mrs. Cibber, 

Mr. Miller. 
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K‘ ,h,cw ,nons lhaM h « agreement, which never wan 
,MWC ,, " H “ val,tl »ne; for they knew she wait 
f,h " vv ,U ' M '" ,n K >»‘«n t«» engage upon any other 
Ntage, a in I »hc was cotutciotis they would never 
Htink it their interest to give her cause of com . 
I'litint. in the last two months of Iter illness, 
when she was itu lunger aide in assist them, she 
declin'd receiving her sedhiry, tho < by her agree, 
meat she was entitled in It. Upon the whole she 
was, to the last scene she acted, (he delight of her 
*l*eetatrtr», Why then may we not close her char- 
acter with the same indulgence with which Horace 
speak* of a commendable poem ; 


“ Ulii |tl»ifa »»< nun ep> pauels 

” When* to md\ twtou* ImutM thlnt, 
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Mimh. Tnucmrrf , 


Mwu Mtmv* 
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Mnu MUfc* 
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finlshmJ wsrfc **Tta CrwiAiwt ftastamJ" ti wm pwt ww l at 
Umry t^uw m i«tit jMHuuy, ifM. 
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With the acquisition, then, of so advanc'd a 
comedian as Mrs. Oldfield, and the addition of one 
m much in favour as Wilks, and by the visible 
improvement of our other actors, as Penkcthman, 
Johnson, Bullock, and I think I may venture to 
name myself in the number (but in what rank I 
leave to the judgment of those who have been my 
spectators), the reputation of our company began 
tn get ground. Mrs. Oldfield and Mr. Wilks, by 
their frequently playing against one another in our 
best comedies, very happily supported that humour 
and vivacity which is so peculiar to our linglish 
stage. The French, our only modern competitors, 
seldom give us their lovers in such various lights. 
In their comedies (however lively a people they 
are by nature) their lovers are generally constant, 
simple Highers, both of a mind, and. equally dis- 
tress'd about the difficulties of their coming to- 
gether : which naturally makes their conversation 
bo serious that they are seldom good company to 
their auditors. And tha' I allow them many other 

ttytw do their part, that tho elocution la known to bo faulty. 
The qualities ahe had acquired, wore the gentooland thoelcgant; 
the one In her air, and tlio other In her dross, never had her 
initial m\ the amp j ami tlio ornaments she herself provided (par. 
ikiifarljr In this play) roomed lit all respects the paraphernalia 
of t* woman of quality. And of that aort wore tlio characters 
aho chicly excelled In j hut her wunrnl good souse, and lively 
tutrn of conversation, made her way «o oaay to ladles of tho 
.highest rank, that U is a \am wonder If, on tho stage, sho some* 
tfnw wm t wlmt might have become tho finest woman tn real 
life to have supported.” [Bell's edition.] 
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intriimck merit ; ami though hut feu* of them were 
young even when they first became their own nm „ 

lvt «> ) c ' ll,r )’ »H »mv ten year# older, and 
eonmpiently more liable t« f„i| j, m , ar| inat:Uvc 

nrgUgeme, or were only separately diligent for 
themselves in the sole regard of their benefit- 
jdays, which several of their principals knew, at 
worn, would raise them contributions that would 
more than tolerably subsist them for the current 
year, Hut m these were too precarious expedients 
to he always depended ii|xm, and brought in 
nut h lug to the general support of the numbers 
who were at wUhtrie* under them, they were re. 
rim'd t» have recourse to foreign novelties ; 
L‘Abbe&, Halon, ami Madmmlsclte Subligny, 1 

Uf «Kk%i Hmvtiwi i* m4*ml * !$> uto him y* 

<^ro|f«y # Ui«r« luring 
\mm jrv**i rftawdmw *’tm mni df antfktol attihority to kmp 
iHtm 1$ iNi ihif* Mm tftitfa Cn«#fttvft fmbm \u H Cmn* 
^ ^ tm m mvmmi «ta 4lwpuiU«il um 

** lh » I ft* ¥tem mmpmp iHauh^h ft* 

!tri^ «M ^ Unwv v mm «f \fa* mtm mtihm ihdir \nm 

tm im) lb# ffewfwt wfitulr** to 

\wtk M m ftwy wftw* if wm prmqfiif 
1 llm C mfrUtom* m to * U item* «t Im flalfciiC »%*, 
w&im \ * IMtem 4mm aim m iriradtJi Mui*. 

ifttoiM# 4$ m Mi Mmlm |^i»r m tim* 

m Wh, JtoMgpy wm ma ni ito fir*i 

mmm *1* mm iw fef ps^mmu* «Im taMta S* 
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m.1m fort pm m 4mm i **}§ «£* qmm U 

m mmmi mmfrtd* 

CM Mmm* tMtefel I imm tmkn i# iteavRt any 
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crowded to in the beginning of this. All I would 
infer from this explanation is, that tho’ we had 
then the better audiences, and might have more of 
the young world on our side, yet this was no sure 
proof that the other company were not, in the 
truth of action, greatly our superiors. These 
elder actors, then, besides the disadvantages I 
have mention’d, having only the fewer true judges 
to admire them, naturally wanted the support of 
the crowd whose taste was to be pleased at a 


cheaper rate and with coarser fare. To recover 
them, therefore, to their due estimation, a new 
project was form'd of building them a stately 
theatre in the Hay-Market , 1 by Sir John Vanbrugh, 
for which he raised a subscription of thirty per- 
sons of quality, at one hundred pounds each, in 
consideration whereof every subscriber, for his 
own life, was to be admitted to whatever enter- 
tainments should be publicldy perform’d there, 
without farther payment for his entrance, Of 
this theatre I saw the first stone laid, on which was 
inscrib'd “The little Whig," in honour to a lady 
of extraordinary beauty, then the celebrated toast 
and pride of that party." 


•This theatre, opened # April, 1705. htifnt down < 7 Hi 
June, 1788 1 rebuilt 17911 »««'« burnt In 1867- Hurtng Its ex- 
istence It ha* borne tho name of Queen’s Theatre, Opera I ouse, 

King's Theatre, audit* p«*ant 

• The beautiful Lady Sunderland. Mr. Percy 1 lugoraUl 
('• New History,’’ l. 938) states that U was said that workman, 
on loth March, 18*5, found a Btono with tho Inscription : April 
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in the year tytuV when this h»«u»c was (limit'd, 
Hctlult'it and Ins m jiflilncr* dissolved their own 
agrecimii!, and threw lb«in*clv« uwlpf the dirccs 
H,iii m| Hit John Vanbrugh and Mr. Congreve, 
imagining, perhaps. dial the conduct «d Iwu such 
rmincut author* might give a im« prosperous 
Hun im i heir vnmhtiun i that the plays it would 
mm lw limn interest U* write fur them would soon 
recover the town !<* a line taste, and In? mi ad vim* 
l age that no other company could hope lor; that 
in the interim, till such play* could he written, the 
grandeur of their house, as it was a new spectacle, 
might allure the crowd to supjrori them lint i( 
ihe«e were their views, we shall see that their 
dependence upon them was too sanguine. As to 
l heir prospect «»l new plays, I doubt It was not. 
enough umshler'rl that good ones were plants of a 
slow growth , and tho* Sir John Vanbrugh had a 
very quick pen, yet Mr Ctwgmvti waa pn judicious 
a writer to let anything come testily out of his 
hand* A* to their other deptwnlence. the house, 
they had not yet discover'd that almost every 
proper quality and convenience of a good theatre 
ted been sacrificed or neglected to shew the 
spectator a vast triumphal piece of architecture I 

ilg ijifti. Tht* tsf Uw Tkatfit «** but 

by fete bnaa CtartMi Balm el Skm*rm* a 

1 IHftsM hi lf«$. Vmwfm Ufa 411 sap i *At»*i As mA ®f 
ipi, Ur. Snuttow mk&n'ti Mr Mo o t* **ul his wist# ctMfway 
t.v«4 n Cspcda VMtbnwt i* an «*d*r Mr. « A# tknn (a A# 
Way Va«ta»§ti epsstl tt* fl»*iw •» fltk Ap*®« * W* 
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And Unit the best play, for the reasons I am going 
lu offer, could not but be under great disadvan- 
tages, and be less capable of delighting the audi- 
tor here Ilian it could have been in the plain 
theatre they came from. For what coulcl their 
vast cidmimw, their gilded cornices, their immod- 
erate high roofs avail, when scarce one word in 
ten amid lie distinctly heard in it? Nor had it 
then the form it now stands in, which necessity, 
two or three years after, reduced it to. At the 
first njiating it, the flat ceiling that is now over 
the ofilnislre was then a semi-oval arch that 
spiting fifteen feet higher from above the cornice;, 
the ceiling over the pit, loo, was still more raised, 
being one level line from the highest back part of 
the upper gallery to the front of the stage. The 
front boxes were a continued semicircle to the bare 
walls of the house on each side. This extraor- 
dinary and superfluous space occasion’d such an 
undulation from the voice of every actor, that 
generally what they Mid sounded like the gabbling 
of bo many people in the lofty Isles in a cathe- 
dral — the lone of a trumpet, or the swell of 
an eunuch's holding note, 'tin true, might be 
sweeten'd by it, but the articulate sounds of a 
speaking voice were drown'd by the hollow rever- 
berations of one word upon another. To this 
inconvenience, why may we not add that of its 
situation f For at that lime it had not the advan- 
tage of almost a large city which has since been. 
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built ill its itdghbouthmnl , those costly njtaees of 
Hanover, (imavcimr, ami Cavendish S»| mires, with 
the ninny ami great adjacent streets about them, 
went then all but »«.* many green MU* «.[ |jasture, 
Irnin whence they could draw little or in* suste- 
name, unless it were that of a milk iliel. The 
tily, the urns of court, ami tin* middle jeirt of the 
town, which were the most lorwtimt auji|K»rt of a 
theatre, and chiefly ui Ire relied on, were now too 
far out of the roach of an ea»y walk, and coach hire 
i» often too hard a las ripen the pit and gallery.' 
But from the vast increase of the buildings I have 
mention d, the dilution of that theatre has since 
that lime received considerable advantages ; a new 
world of people of condition are nearer to it than 
formerly, and l am of opinion that if the auditory 
pari were a hide umre reduced to the model of 
that in Drury lame, an excellent company of 
actor# would now find a better account In ft than 
in any other house in this populous city,* Let me 
riot he mistaken, I «sy an excellent company, and 
such as might be able t*» do justice to the best 

‘ f* WifdwV « Un* ap**&*$ at Drwj Cant ii» i%r, 

(n »mpari«x <lw of ttmf Um wbb ih*i <*( tiwmi 

Oar«l#n, wbteh new si lbs i&ssa at ¥tnm ftmurt, fss calks <rf ««• 

"» *®M tMk 

Wt*w lm«t> to f*R» &m» toati uterntd* 

This ta nw Hrraml ®wt Ptm>i io««9 Mfa utotslsi ib* rwd 
•nlwd t» lb# ffatjawfiet wm wpatif «HM. 

wpetaNW- wm mm UM. Wmm lb# otto 

wrete, ib# boar# tM as xa sps^teiis®. 
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of plays, and throw out those latent beauties in 
them which only excellent actors can discover and 
give life to. If such a company were now there, 
they would meet with a quite different set of audi- 
tors than other theatres have lately been used to : 
polite hearers would be content with polite enter- 
tninments ; and I remember the time when plays, 
without the aid of farce or pantomime, were as 
decently attended as operas or private assemblies, 
where a noisy sloven would have past his time as 
uneasily in a front box as in a drawing-room 5 
when a hat upon a man’s head there would have 
been look'd upon as a sure mark of a brute or a 
booby. But of all this I have seen, too, the reverse, 
where in the presence of ladies at a play common 
civility has been set at defiance, and the privilege 
of being a rude clown, even to a nusance, has in a 
manner been demanded as one of the rights of 
English liberty. Now, though I grant that liberty 
is so precious a jewel that we ought not to suffer 
the least ray of its lustre to be diminish’d, yet 
methinka the liberty of seeing a play in quiet has 
M laudable a claim to protection as the privilege 
of not suffering you to do it has to impunity. 
But since we are so happy as not to have a certain 
power among us, which In another country is call cl 
the police, let ua rather bear this Insult than buy 
its remedy at too dear a rate; and let it be the 
punishment of such wrong-beaded savages, hat 
they never will or can know the true value of that 
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ply'il by bis* action, llwt bin hearers bore with the 
absurdity of btw singing hit* limt part of Tiimus in 
i< Camilla” nil »'* Italian, while every other diameter 
w.iH sung and »^» »» *■! I" him in l\ngUHh,' This I 
Iwvc iiieMthm'd in *hrw m*t only nnr tronuuuane 
WslC, lull l bal l he i mwded audiences which f«il- 
j 0 vv'd ii to Urury l ante might In? tmtillnn omiHion 
o( ibeir growing thinner in Unwin's Inn Fields. 

To strike? in, therefore, with ibis prevailing 
novelty. Sit J«lm Vanbrugh anil Mr. Congreve 
Quail'd their new liny Mai kel Theatre with n 
translated opera t« Italian imisiek, railed the 
“Triumph el Cove,” tail this not having in it 
the thin ma id M Camilla," either from the iue 
quality of the mmkk or voices, hurl hut n told 
reception, Iwing jwrfurmM Inti three days, ami 
llione not crowded. Immediately the failure 
of this opera, Sir John Vanbrugh produced hi* 
comedy call'd the '* Confederacy," * taken (but 
greatly improv'd) from the *• Kmtrgcolx ft In mode” 
of Chneour. Though the fate of this play was 
something better, yet l thought ii was not equal 

'MUM, tb* fpwM IiuMm mim, l»h*5M ln Awwite* wi, h 

m M* mmmmt, to *« 1 »*»«*. «»» »« 

'Bagftft. I torn MfwH mm a t mtumaw* a 

iN I jfOMM Huaiif*, *to« it»» main****. * r j ' 

ItwaiA, !■«*» tta «*#**>), »M* tb**** H * KW **”* 

ttnpftif ftafdl fei lwfti*i I w*f***» ,l,c wm ,MH M 

maoiag *» I mpmt-mb. 

*«Tfc# Cmtwlmrmf “ mm *»* r«d»wd uJI m* t«nwti»# 

C Mirnkm, ws» 
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In its merit,' lor il Is written with an uncommon 
vein of wi* ami humour, Which lunfirms me in 
my ((inner observation, that the difficulty of hair, 
jug distinctly in that then wide theatre was im 
small impediment in the applause that might have 
followed the same actors in it upon every other 
stage; ami indeed every play acted there before 
the house was alter’d seemed to suffer from the 
same inconvenience. In a word, the prospect of 
profits from this theatre was so very barren, that 
Mr. Congreve In a few months gave up his share 
and interest in the government of it wholly to Sir 
John Vanbrugh . 1 But Sir John, being sole pro- 
pricier of the house, was at all event* oblig'd to 
do his inmost to support it. As he had a happier 
talent of throwing the lirtglish spirit into his trims* 
billon «»f Kmtch plays than any former author 
who had borrowed from them, he in the same 
season gave the pubhek three more of that kind, 
call'd the "Cuckold in Conceit,” from the " Cocu 
Imaglnaire" of Muii&re ; * •' Squire Trelooby," from 
his "Monsieur d« I'mirrwugimc," and “The Ml** 
take," from the '* Pipit Amewren* *' of the same 
author,* Yet all these, however well executed, 

• ft wm MMl tun limn, 

(it. uj) njfs Uro OKignv* r*dp#tl hi* share «i the 

ctmeef tlMMmmi 

* Ok\m stawli tare *»fct « Ttw C*ttf**w*ty * " The Cadi* 

«M t* C««ii * has we* face* pffc«*4, mi Chw*»* If I* k 

hy VM&Mgb> M** U WM *at t*» **» torch. w* 

**tlk Mfetak* 1 " mw (mAhmI *H* ©•swsfcwr, ijej. 
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fainc (i« the ear in the same undistinguish'd utter- 
ante by which almost all their plays had equally 
jin He red. l*«r what few could plainly hear, it was 
nut likely a great many could applaud, 

ti must farther be consider'd, too, that this 
toiti|wmy were not now what they had been when 
they fn«l revolted from the patentees in Drury 
Unc. and become their own masters in Lincoln’s 
Inn Welds. Several of them, excellent in their 
different talents, were now dead, as Smith, 
Kyna*t«n» Samlford, and Leigh; Mrs, Betterton 
and Under bil being, at this time, also superan- 
nuatoi pensioner® whose places were generally but 
ill »upjdy'd, Nor could it be expected that Bet- 
terton htmseir, at put seventy, could retain his 
former force and spirit; though he was yet far 
distant from any competitor. Thus, then, were, 
these remains of the best set of actors that I 
beltavc were ever known at once in England, by 
time, death, and the satiety of their hearers, moul- 


iTring to decay. , , , 

It «, now the town talk that nothing bu a 

union of the two companies could recover the 
mm in Iti former reputation*' which opinion was 
.mm 1M4* SAW* m 1704. »« re- 

thUl *«• Juwarr. i»A "JJ boon talked of 

1 A S— * n Uslmppy Penitent" 

** tarty wmi«h- I# lh* juwf*f/W ; 
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had no inclination to a union, as will appear by the 


Sir John Vanbrugh knew, too, that to make a 
union worth his while he must not seem too hasty 
for it ; he therefore found himself under a neces- 
sity, in the meantime, of letting his whole theatri- 
cal farm to Home industrious tenant that might 
put it into better condition. This is that crisis, 
m 1 observed in the eighth chapter, when the 
royal licence for acting plays, etc., was judg’d of 
m huh* value as not to have one suitor for it. At 
this time, then, the master of Drury Lane hap- 
pened to have a sort of primier agent in his stage 
affairs, that seem'd in appearance as much to 
govern the master as the master himself did to 
govern his actors : but this person was under no 
stipulation or sailary for the service he render d, 
but hid gradually wrought himself into the mas- 
ter's extraordinary confidence and trust, from an 
habitual intimacy, a cheerful humour, and an 
indefatigable *eal for his interest. It I should 
farther say, that this person has been well known 

1 i* July, uoj, Rkh ms approached on behalf of Vanbrugh 

, 'pi a union, and the lord chamberlain aapportod the 

lann 1 !* mwml -RWh, In tinning, wrote i "X nn\ concern d 
Will, atow (oh, perwtne In nnmlmr. ellhor n. odvUT ' , " ro ^’ l ”| “ 

n* /** 1 9 v s&itf & mil< p ‘ W' 
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in almost every metropolis in Kurupc ; iJmt few 
private men have, with «» little reproach, run 
through mure various turns of Imluue ; that, nn 
ihir wiun^ side of three score, hr hast yet the uj»eu 
spirit of a hale young fellow of five ami twenty; 
that I hough he still domes to speak what he 
thinks to his heal friends with an tmdmguis'd free- 
dom, he is, notwithstanding, a> % eptahSe to many 
persons of the first rank and condition, that any 
one of them (provided he likes t hem j may now 
semi him, for their service, to Cmmaiumoplc at 
half a day’s warning ; that time has not yet been 
able to make a visible change in any part of him 
but the colour of his hair, from a fierce cfwthbfatdk 
to that of a milder milk white i when I have taken 
this liberty with him, mcthmks it cannot Ik? taking 
a much greater if I at mnt? should tell you that 
this person was Mr. Owen Swiney,* anti that it 

' ' ,(a f> ” Swtiufy, i m was m tthhnwn 4* fa 

rsknnl l»y Ciktw In ltd* ami foiktwtng cksju ##*, fc« tmm* tlw 
ItafiMikfii |i»m Vanltsiugh from b» Ml rK« mum 

i &&*?. Alike MilM. « Ifc» ItsyMsrkM m wwts ewer 
,fl hlm ,w d** pnalttcrtw nt ««d uitm. at th» mA «4 

itret-eg, hkh »*» oohmst to ritamc M» tiMputy a* Onuy Law, 
was aiknwl l» mpge ike chM of Htefft mvm i* fday 
as Ike mvmdtkei, wfecr* lh*y «<}♦*«« it tefaeiinfeBsc, tpa$> Al ike 
k«il.*mteg «f wswswi I9i«.|i, « w j | w, fmmm t mmm 

Msusjieifs ef ttruny t-»«B, tun Jlwfoay **» tamM m ike end ef 
Ihsu tsea*»n to twmm (b* reaesiwawi its# After a 

y«r uf the **fn , ra-k>«es« fad «f ij h»ij|, Snintf 1 ««s mietd 
Md M« l«p tltraad. tl« remakied atw*| «s»e tsr«atf put, 
w» #6tk P«bn*#ry, »yy|» ks had a twwrflt at ihuiy Jjum, at 
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wils 10 Mm * sir John Vanbrugh, in this exigence 
Ol lm thcnlrlcal affairs, made an offer of his 
under such agreements of sailary as might 
lie made with them ; and of his house, deaths, and 
tteiHM, with the queen's licence to employ them, 
»l'"» payment of only the casual rent of five 
pmuidn upon every acting day, and not to exceed 
•^,/Ot.i *** ihc yc.tr. Of this proposal Mr, Swiney 
(IcwirM a day or two to consider ; for, however he 
mi K Vti like it, he would not meddle in any sort 
without the consent and approbation of his friend 
and patron, the master of Drury Lane. Having 
given the reasons why Hub patentee was averse to 
a union, it may now aeern leaa a wonder why he 
immediately commuted that Swiney should take 
the May Market house, etc., and continue that 
eom|*stny to act against him j but the real truth 
was, that lie had a mind both companies should be 
clandestinely under one and the same interest, and 
yet in mt loose n manner that lie might declare his 
verbal agreement with Swiney good, or null and 
void, n.« he might best find liia account in either. 
What flatter'd him that he had this whoisom 
project, and Swiney to execute it, both in his 

wbteh Cibber played far Ida eld friend. The " JllographlaDra- 
waitea" estya that he received a place In the custom house, and 
«*» mul* keeper ef the king’s men’s. He died ad October, 
ij?SU, leasing Wss property to Mrs. Woffington. Davies, In Ills 
* hnuntlfc Miscellanies " (I. Sji|, tells an Idle tala of a scuffle 
between Swiney and Mr#. Clive's brother, which Dollchainbers . 
qmm at tof ih, thou git It lias no special reference to anything. 
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power, w;im iluii at this time Swiney happen'd to 
aland in liis bunks debtor t>» cash upwards of 
j^aoci. Hut lii'K*. we sh ill find, lie overrated his 
security. However, Swiney ;w yet follow'd his 
orders ; ho look I lit* l lay* Market fhcatie, and 
had, farther, thr private consent of the pat on too 
to lake such of his actors from Drury tune m 
cither from inclination or discontent might he 
willing to come over to him in the Hay Market, 
The tnily one he made an exception of was myself : 
for tho' he chiefly depended upon hk singers 
and dancers/ he mid it would be necessary to 
keep some one tolerable actor with him. that 
might enable him to set those machine* a going. 
Under this limitation of not entertaining me, 
Swiney seem’d to anpiiesee 'till after he had 
open'd with the so remitted company in the Hay 
Market: the actors that came to him from Drury, 
f ame were Wilks, Kstecmrt/ Mills, Keen/ John 
son, Mullock, Mrs, Oldfield, Mrs. Hugcra. and 
some few others of lew note. Hut I must here 
let you know that this project wan form'd and put 

1 Ai Unary Pi»w ifcu> **»»» t»7aft*«?t my few mm 
Kkh nrijing m tapatm, 

•Clbhw «HrtWk lo 1 m mm® in tbtfmwi In *M* 

Hit mm* Itontf l#m M$h tm ifofcoy. Hh 

great pm ml KM*!* **$ *i 

^ ’fey I 'wk- Ow jitfi* if«4 M wm 

adwltad ih*l # Ilk* Mm Iftarggnot KM* u pmfmmwi &R l>r^rf 
Um? 

*te? mmmU <d VmpMfim i£«* m md d mmm& 
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in execution all in very few clays, in the summer 
Mcawii, when no theatre was open. To all which 
! was entirely a stranger, being at this time at a 
Kcnilenrnn'x house in Gloucestershire, scribbling, 
it 1 mistake not, the "Wife’s Resentment.” 1 

The first word I heard of this transaction was 


by a letter from Swiney, inviting inc to make 
one in the May-Market company, whom he hop’d 
l could not but now think the stronger party. 
Mm 1 root cm 1 was not a little alarm’d at this 
revolution. For 1 consider’d, that I knew of no 
vW5.de fund to support these actors but their own 
industry ; that all his recruits from Drury Lane 
would want new cl oath mg j and that the waimest 
industry would be always labouring up-hill under 
m necessary an expense, so bad a situation, and 
so inconvenient a theatre. I was always of ophv 
ion. im that in changing sides, in most conditions, 
there generally were discovered more unforeseen 
inconvcnteneiea than visible advantages ; and that 
at wont there would always some sort of merit 


. mmw (p. Pi gtw* Ilia following account of the tratnac- 

""tu (Ms totaml Captain VantUrugg by ngroomont with Mr. 
Bwimy, m 4 by ih« mmmmm of my lord ^nmborUh . a j 
imM mi )»wwd MU fern* and govmunjmt of 

MMtataVl *• torn*' *»«* 

Nr. C*»r, Mr- M«fc Mr. .Johnson, .V* Mr. Non ». 
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remain with Itilclity, tint' mnuiivetwful, Upnn 
these ennsidemtions I was only I hunk I id for the 
t lifers inuilu me hum the Hay-Market, wit limit 
Accepting them, ami wmi alter tame in unvn 
tmvuids the usual time »d their beginning t»i net, 
tn idler my service t»* tmr »dd muster. Hut I 
found mu company so thimi’d that it was almost 
impracticable h» bung any one tolerable play upon 
the stage. ' When I ask'd him where were his 
Helms, anil in what manner lie intended to proceed, 
he reply'd, “Don't you trouble yourself ; runic along, 
and 1’U shew you," He then led me about all the 
byplaecs In the house, mid skew'd me fifty little 
back doors, dark closets, and narrow |*U!w«ige« ; hi 
alterations and rontriwnrw of widt h kind he bad 
Inodcd Ids luad most part of the vacation ; for he 
was atari e ever without some notable jnyner, or a 
bricklayer extraordinary, in |*ay, for twenty years. 
And there are so many odd obscure places atm tit 
a theatre, that Ida genius in nook-building was 
never r»ul of employment ; nm could the most va in- 
hauled author l»e more deaf to an interruption in 
reciting his works, than our wise master was while 
entertaining me with the improvements he haul 
made in his Invisible architecture; nil which, with- 
out thinking any one pari of It necessary, tho' f 

1 Tb« «t«|ef ted ,»i tJmiry Ms* were Kticnsn, Dwlwde 
m*«, Powell, Cspiata {biffin, Ifn, Tod*, Mm M«w«if«o (iltsi 
l*. the gnu Mrs, tfemutenli ik«t|li(ei}, ami Hm Crass* s 
miserably weak company 



COLLBY CtUBBR 


397 


s»ccm d to Approve, l could not help now and then 
breaking in upon Ida delight with the impertinent 
quest ion of ' Hut, master, where are your actors i " 
Hut it sqcina 1 had taken a wrong time for this 
sort of enquiry ; his head was full of matters of 
more moment, and (as you find) I was to come 
another time for an answer. Avery hopeful condi- 
tion 1 found myself in, under the conduct of so 
profound n vertuoso and so considerate a master I 
Hut to speak of him seriously, and to account for 
this disregard to ids actors, his notion was that 
singing and dancing, or any sort of cxoticlc enter- 
tainments, would make an ordinary company of 
actors too hard for the best set who had only plain 
plays to subsist on. Now, though I am afraid too 
much might lie said in favour of this opinion, yet 
l thought he laid more stress upon that sort of 
merit than it would bear; as I therefore found 
myself of so little value with him, I could not help 
selling a little more upon myself, and was resolv'd 
to come to a short explanation with him. I told 
him l came to servo, him at a time when many of 
hia best actors had deserted him ; that lie might 
now have the refusal of me ; but I could not afford 
to carry the compliment so far ns to lessen my 
income by it; that I therefore expected either my 
casual pay to be advanced, or the payment of 
my former saltoiy made certain for aa many days 
m we had acted the year before. No, he was not 
willing to alter his former method ; but I might 



chime whatever parts I had .1 miml in act of mens 
who hud Ml him. When I found Itiiti, as 1 thought, 
ho insensible, or impregnable, I look'd gravely in 
lira lace, and lold him he knew upon whal un-mu 
1 was willing lo serve him, ami look my leave. Hy 
this lime the Hay-Market company had begun 
acting lo audience* something heller than usual, 
and were all paid then lull sallarien, a blessing 
they had not fell in some years in either home 
before. Upon lids success Swiuey press'd the 
patentee to execute the article# they had a# yet 
only verbally agreed on, which were in substance, 
that Swiney should take lire Hay Market house 
in hi# own name, and have what actors he thought 
necessary from Drury fame, and after all pay" 
merits punctually made, the profits should be 
equally divided between these two undertakers. 
Put soft and (air ! Rashness was a fault that foul 
never yet been imputed to the patentee ; certain 
payments were methods he had not of a long, long 
time been us'd lo; that point still wanted time for 
consideration. Hut Swiney was a# hasty as the 
other was slow, and was resolv'd to know what he 
had to trust to Mure they parted , and to keep 
him the closer to hi# bargain, he stood upon his 
right of having me added to that company if f was 
willing to come into it. But this was a point as 
absolutely refus'd on one side tut insisted on on the 
other. In this contest high words were exchang’d 
on both aides, ’till, Its the end, this their last pri» 
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vale meeting tame loan open rupture. But before 
it was publickly known, Swincy, by fairly letting 
me into the whole transaction, took effectual means 
to secure me in his interest. When the mystery 
of the patentee's indifference to me was unfolded, 
and that his alighting me was owing to the 
security lie rely'd on of Swincy’a not daring to 
engage me, I could have no further debate with 
myself which aide of the question I should adhere 
to. To conclude, I agreed, in two words, to act 
with Swincy,' and from this time every change 
that happen'd in the theatrical government was a 
nearer step to that twenty years of prosperity 
which acton, under the management of actors, not 
long afterwards enjoy'd. What was the immediate 
consequence of this last desertion from Drury Lane 
shall be the subject of another chapter, 

' Hwiftisy'ji company Ixspn to act fti tho Hnymnrkot on 15th 
Delate*. tjeft, aW»rt» Brsl appoaranco aeom» to hi\vo boon on 
NuwraUfr, when ho played Lord Fopplngton In "Tho Caro- 
ls JlastwnHL* 
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